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ADVERTISE  MENT. 


x  HE  following  volume  is  the  work  of  a  man  of 
gemus  ;  but  as  it  is  a  pofthumous  publication,  and 
wa9  not  prepared  by  the  Author  for  the  prefs,  the 
candid  Public  will  make  the  proper  allowances. 

Some  of  the  Sermons  are  incomplete  ;  owing 
partly  to  their  having  been  left  in  that  fjt^te  by  the 
Author,  and  partly  to  the  Manufcript  being  loft. 
But  though  imperfe&^they  were  thought  too  valuable 
to  be  omitted. 
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FsAL.  xxvli.  4.  • 

One  thing  have  I dejired of  the  Lord^  that  will  Ifeek  af 
ier  ;  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  all 
the  days  of  my  life^  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord^ 
and  to  inquire  in  his  temple* 

David,  the  author  of  this  pfalm,  is 
much  celebrated  in  the  facred  Scriptures.  As  a 
man,  he  was  not  without  f;^ults ;  but  as  a  king,  he 
fhines  'with  uncommon  luftre.  He  diftinguiflied 
himfelf  in  early  youth,  as  the  champion  of  his  native 
land  ;  in  fighting  the  battles  of  Ifrael  he  became  the 
hero  of  his  age  -,  and  at  lad  he  afcended  the  throne, 
on  which  he  fat  with  much  fplendour  during  many 
years.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  Jewifh  monarchy. 
From  being  feparate  tribes,  he  made  the  Jews  a  na- 
tion. Their  judge  in  peace,  as  well  as  their  leader 
in  war,  he  fecured  by  his  councils  what  he  had  gain*- 
ed  by  his  arms,  and  gave  to  Judea  a  name  and  a 
renown  among  the  kingdoms  of  the  Eaft.  To  the 
bravery  of  a  warrior,  and  the  wifdom  of  a  flatefman, 
he  added  what  in  all  ages  has  been  no  lefs  admired, 
the  accomplifliments  of  a  poet  or  bard.  "  The  fweet 
"  Pfalmift  of  IfraeP*  confecrated  his  harp  to  the  praif- 
es  of  the  Lord,  and  compofed  to  it  facred  ftrains, 
that  have  miniftered  to  the  improvement  and  to  the 
devotion  of  fucceeding  times,  till  this  day. 
C 
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Notwithftanding  all  his  other  engagements,  he 
folind  time  for  the  exercifcs  of  religion;  notwith- 
ftanding all  the  pleafures  and  honors  of  a  throne, 
he  found  his  chief  happinefs  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord. 
*'  One  thing  have  I  defired  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I 
"  feek  after,  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the 
"  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life.**  Whenever  his  fa- 
vourite fubjecl  prefents  itfelf,  he  takes  fire,  and 
fpeaks  of  it,  not  only  with  zeal,  but  with  tranfport. . 
"  How  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles,  O  Lord  of  hofts  ! 
^'  My  foul  longeth,  yea,  even  fainteth  for  the  courts 
**  of  the  Lord  :  my  heart  and  my  flefh  cry  out  for 
«  the  living  God/* 

It  becomes  thenafubjeft  worthy  of  our  attention, 
to  inquire.  What  there  is  in  th^  public  inflritutions  oF 
religion,  to  have  tendered  them  an  objeft  of  fo  great 
importance  to  the  king  of  Ifrael  ?  TWs  will  appear, 
if  we  conlider  their  inflaence  on  men,  with  rcfpeft 
to  their  religious  capacity  ;  with  refpeft  to  their  mor- 
ai  character ;  with  refpeftto  their  political  ftate  j  and 
with  refpeft  to  their  domeftic  life. 

In  ihejirfl  place,  let  us  confiJer  the  influence 
of  religious  inilitutions  upon  men,  with  refped  to 
their  religious  capacity. 

There  are  many  qualities  which  we  fliare  in  comr 
mon  with  the  inferior  animals.  In  the  acutenefs  of 
the  external  fenfes,  fome  of  them  excel  our  fpecies. 
They  have  a  reafon  of  their  own ;  they  make  approach- 
es to  human  intelligence,  and  are  led  by  an  inftinft 
of  nature  to  affociate  with  one  another.  They  have 
alfo  their  virtues,  and  exhibit  fuch  examples  of  affec- 
tion, of  induftry,  and  of  courage,  as  give  leffons  to 
mankind.    Biit  in  all  their  anions  they  difcover  no^ 
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fenfe  of  Deity,  9iid  no  traces  pf  religion.  It  was  re- 
Cerved  to  be  the  glory  of  man,  that  he  alone  ihould 
be  admitted  into  the  prefenqe  of  bi$  Creator,  and  be 
rendered  capable  of  knowing  and  adoring  the  per- 
fe6lions  of  the  Almighty.  A8  piety  is  the  diftini- 
guifhing  mark  of  the  human  race,  a  tendency  to  the 
exercife  thereof  is  in  fome  degree  natural  to  the 
mind.  When  we  look  up  to  heaven,  and  behold  the 
fun  ihining  in  glory,  or  the  moon  and  the  ftars 
walking  in  brightnefs,  untaught  nature  prompts  us 
to  adore  him  that  made  them,  to  bow  down  and 
worfliip  in  the  temple  not  made  with  hands.  When 
we  are  furrounded  by  dangers  on  every  fide,  and 
overwhelmed  with  deep  affliftion,  by  the  law  of  our 
nature  we  tend  to  fome  fupetior  Being  for  fafety  and 
relief:  or  when  we  are  furprifed  with  a  fudden  flow 
cf  unexpefted  profperity,  fppntaneoufly  we  lift  up 
our  eyes  and  hands  to  heaven,  to  pour  forth  the 
grateful  efiufions  of  the  heart  to  our  unfeen  Bene* 
faftor* 

As  there  are  principles,  then,  in  human  naturei 
which  incline  men  to  religion^  and  principles  alfo 
which  incline  them  to  fociety ,  it  would  not  have  been 
extraiH-dinary,  if  the  combined  influence  of  the  re- 
ligious  and  aflbciating  principles  had  been  fo  fl:rong 
as  to  have  prompted  men  to  have  aflfembled  in  pub- 
lic, for  the  purpofes  of  devotion,  although  np  law 
had  been  given  to  that  end.  But  it  was  npt  left  to 
this.  Among  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  the  pub- 
Uc  interetbed  itfelf  in  the  caufe ;  the  legiflative  author.* 
ity  interpofed  its  fanOion,  and  kings  and  lawgiver^ 
encouraged  the  propenfity  of  the  people  tp  religion. 
It  required  no  profound  wifdom  to  forefec  the  mani- 
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fold  advantages  that  the  public  worihip  of  a  Deity 
would  introduce  among  men.  Accordingly  templed 
were  every  where  built,  facred  ceremonies  wereinfti- 
tuted,  an  order  of  men  was  appointed  to  officiate  in 
holy  things,  and  certain  days  were  fet  apart  for  th^ 
people  to  join  in  the  celebration  of  divine  worftiip. 
Indeed,  as  to  the  objefts,  and  the  manner  of  worfliip, 
little  care  was  taken.  The  magiftrate  gave  his  au- 
thority to  the  current  belief,  though  ever  fo  abfurd 
and  ridiculous,  and  eftabliflied  that  form  of  religion 
which  the  people  were  beft  difpofed  to  receive.  It 
was  thought  fufficient,  if  by  public  and  foleran  afts 
of  piety,  a  fenfe  of  Deity,  and  feelings  of  religion, 
could  be  impreffed,  and  frequently  renewed  in  the 
minds  of  men.  But  in  fome  nations  this  pra£iice,  fo 
highly  beneficial  to  mankind,  was  enjoined  by  an  au- 
thority fuperior  to  that  of  human  governors.  God 
himfelf,  in  the  fyftem  of  laws  which  he  delivered  to 
his  ancient  people,  hallowed  thp  feventh  day,  and  ap- 
pointed  other  feflivals  in  which  the  people  fhould 
affemble  together  in  order  to  join  in  the  fervices  of 
the  fajiftuary.  In  what  concerns  the  celebration  of 
the  Sabbath,  Chriftianity  confirms  the  Mofaic  law. 
Our  Saviour,  whofe  praftice  ought  to  be  a  rule  of 
life  to  Chriftians,  attended  upon  the  public  worfhip 
in  the  Jewifli  fynagogues  ;  and  the  Apoftles  follow- 
ed his  example,  till  by  their  labours  in  the  miniftry, 
they  had  gathered  together  in  one  place,  a  fufficient 
number  of  converts  to  form  a  church.  Then  they 
conftituted  regular  afTemblies  of  Chriflians,  they  or- 
dained proper  perfons  to  prefide  in  the  public  worfliip, 
"  and  both  by  their  precept  and  example,  recommended 
a  conflant  attendance  on  thefe  meetings  of  the  faithful. 
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That  there  muft  be  an  eftablifhed  religion  in  every 
fiate,  is  a  principle  in  which  not  only  Chriftians,  but 
miidels,  have  been  agreed.  In  order  that  the  public 
religion  may  be  produftive  of  any  good  eflfefts,  it  is 
neceffary  that  it  make  a  deep  impreffion  upon  the 
minds  of  the  people.  But  if  it  were  not  for  our  af- 
fembling  together  on  the  Lord's  day,  for  public  wor- 
fliip,  that  form  of  Chriftianity  which  is  eftabliflied  in 
this  country  would  perhaps  take  too  feeble  a  hold  of 
the  mind,  to  produce  its  proper  efFefts.  The  Chrit 
tian  religion  is  very  diflFerent  from  thofe  fyftems  of 
fuper/lition  which  prevailed  in  the  Pagan  world. 
The  Heathen  religion  had  attractions  for  every  feel- 
ing of  the  human  frame.  It  contained  every  thing 
that  could  ftrike  the  fenfes,  or  pleafe  the  imaginations 
of  meh.  All  the  apparatus  of  falfe  religion,  which 
at  once  amufes  and  engages  the  mind,  was  exhibited : 
ceremonies,  pompous  feftivals,  coftly  facrifices,  were 
continually  paffing  before  the  eyes  of  the  worfhipper. 
In  the  majefty  of  the  temple,  and  the  fplendour  of 
the  worfhip,  the  Deity  feemed  to  be  prefent.  An- 
cient fuperftition  introduced  the  fihe  arts  into  her 
train,  called  the  powers  of  genius  to  her  aid,  and  em- 
ployed the  painter  and  the  poet  to  hold  out  her 
charms  to*  the  world. 

Very  diflFerent  was  that  religion  of  which  Jefus 
Chrift  was  the  author.  When  the  Son  of  God  de- 
foended,  he  appeared  not  like  the  idols  of  the  nations. 
The  Chriftian  religion  is  pure,  fpiritual,  divine.  It 
is  the  religion  of  the  mind  and  the  heart ;  the  wor- 
Ihip  of  God,  who  is  a  fpirit,  in  fpirit  and  i.n  truth. 
There  is  nothing  here  but  the  fimplicity  of  truth  and 
the  majefty  of  reafon  to  perfuade  the  world.     Man, 
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however,  !s  not  a  pureintelligence>  and  reafon  is  not 
the  only  attribute  of  his  nature.  •  Were  it  not  there* 
fore  for  the  mode  of  communication  by  difcourfe  in 
public  alTemblies,  Chriftianity,  in  its  fimpleft  form, 
could  never  be  a  popular  religion.  It  might  employ 
the  leifure  of  philofophic  men  ;  it  might  operate  its 
efFed:  upon  the  few  who  are  given  to  inquiry ;  but  it 
never  could  engage  the  generality  of  mankind. 
They,  who  have  not  confidered  the  fubjeft,  cannot 
poffibly  conceive  the  aftonifhing  difference  there 
1^  between  written  and  fpoken  language  ;  between 
the  dead  letter  that  appears  to  the  eye,  and  the  liv- 
ing voice  that  comes  to  the  heart.  The  fame  dit 
courfe  that  in  a  popular  affembly  would  raife  the 
pailions  of  the  audience  to  the  highefl:  pitch  ;  fend 
it  abroad  in  print,  and  it  will  often  have  no  effed  at 
all.  Add  to  thefe,  that  it  is  to  the  meetings  of  the 
laithful,,  that  the  promife  of  the  divine  prefence  is 
made*  In  the  gates  of  ^on,  God  delights  to  dwelt ; 
and  when  his  difciples  are  gathered^  together,  Jefus 
has  promifed  to  be  in  the  midfl:  of  them.  True  pie« 
ly  indeed  is  not  confined  to  the  fanduary.  High  is 
the  pleafure,  and  great  the  benefit  of  private  devo- 
tion. But  fure  I  am,  that  they  who  have  entered  in- 
to the  fpirit,  and  tafted  the  pleafures,  of  devotion  in 
fecret,  will  not  be  thereby  prevented  irom  approach- 
ing to  God  in  the  ordinances  of  public  worfhip. 
Society  heightens  every  feeling,  and  improves  every 
delight.  All  that  charms  the  eye  or  the  ear,  or  the 
imagination  or  the  heart,  is  attended  with  double 
pleafure,  when  we  (hare  it  in  the  company  of  odiers* 
In  the  prefence  of  ftriking  and  exemplary  piety,  the 
earelefs  worfliipper  will  become  devout,  and  the  de» 
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voat  will  become  fervent.  A  holy  emulation  vfVl 
rife  in  the  bofoms  of  the  faithful  :  the  ardour  will 
fpread  from  breafl  to  breaft,  and  the  paffions  of  one 
inflame  the  paflions  of  all.  May  I  not  appeal  to  your 
own  experience,  and  aik.  When  you  have  been  in 
the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day,  when  the  word  of  life 
was  fpoken  from  the  heart  to  the  heart,  have  you 
not  felt  that  there  was  a  divinity  in  virtue,  have  you 
not  found  yourfelves  as  if  tranflated  from  earth  to 
heaven,  and  experienced  the  emotion  of  mind  which 
the  Patriarch  felt,  when  he  awoke  from  his  dream, 
and  cried  out  in  rapture,  '^  Surely  the  Lord  is  in 
^^  this  place  !  This  is  none  other  than  the  houfe  of 
**  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  heaven  ?" 

Secondly^  Let  us  view  the  effedl  of  religious  infti-i 
futions  upon  men,  with  regard  to  their  moral  cbar^ 
ader. 

Whatever  brings  men  together,  and  connefts 
them  in  fociety,  has  a  tendency  to  civilize  and  im- 
prove them.  Efpecially  when  they  affemble  together 
for  fuch  important  purpofes  as  the  worfliip  of  a  Dei- 
ty, this  will  be  the  efFeft.  There  is  fomething  in  the 
very  idea  of  drawing  nigh  to  God,  that  infpires  vir- 
tue. When  men'  accuftomed  to  meet  together  as 
bufy  and  as  focial  creatures,  affemble  at  ftated  times 
as  rational  and  immortal  beings,  a  fenfe  of  propriety 
will  prompt  them  to  aft  up  to  that  high  charaOier. 
When  the  fons  of  God  come  to  prefent  themfelves 
before  the  Lord,  whatever  is  difpleafing  to  God,  and 
hoftile  to  men,  will  vanifli  from  their  mind.  The 
conneftidn  between  fuch  exercifes  of  piety,  and  the 
pradice  of  virtue,  is  neater  and  more  intimate  than 
fuperficial  reafoners  are  apt  to  imagine.    There  arc 
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indeed  pretences  to  religion,  without  any  virtue,  as 
there  are  pretences  to  virtue  without  any  reUgion  ; 
but  whoever  in  reality  poffeffes  the  fear  of  God,  will 
be  thereby  determined  to  keep  his  commandments. 
It  muft  be  obvious  at  firft  view,  that  the  fenfe  of  a 
Supreme  Being,  the  infpeftor  of  human  aflFairs,  the 
patron  of  virtue,  the  avenger  of  fin,  and  the  reward- 
er  of  righteoufnefs,  has  a*  powerful  tendency  to 
ftrengthen  moral  obligation,  to  annex  a  new  fandion 
to  the  laws,  and  to  infpire  purity  into  the  manners 
of  a  people. 

By  the  operation  of  fuch  a  principle,  open  violence 
will  be  reftrained,  and  fecret  enmity  will  be  checked. 
Society  will  affume  a  happier  form,  the  infolence  of 
the  oppreffor  will  be  humbled,  and  the  wild  paffions 
of  the  licentious  be  fubdued.     What  the  Scripture 
calls,  "  the  power  of  the  world  to  come,"  is   felt 
ftrongly  through  every  corner  of  this  world.     Heav- 
en improves  the  earth,  and  the  life  which  is  to  come,  is 
a  fource  of  happinefs  to  the  life  which  now  is.     There 
are,  indeed,  I   acknowledge,  to   the  honor  of  the 
human  kind,  there  are  perfons  in  the  world  who  feel 
that  the  pofleffion  of  good  difpofitions  is  their  beft 
reward,  who  would  follow  goodnefs  for  its  own  fake, 
and  do  their  duty,  becaufe  it  is  their  duty,  although 
there  were  neither  rewards  nor  punifhments  to  come. 
But  I  know  as  well,  that  the  world  is  not  compofed 
of  fuch  perfons.     Men  in  general  are  governed  by 
their  paffions,  their  intereft,  the  prevailing  bias  of  ^ 
their  minds  ;  and  whenever  their  paffions^  their  in* 
tereftyor  the  bias  of  their  mind,  ftand  in  one  fcale, 
and  their  duty  in  the  other,  it  is  very  evident  whjBjjre 
the  balance  will  incline.    To  fuch  perfons  you  might 


SERMON      I.  ft5 

dechlm  for  erer  to  no  purpofe^  on  the  beauty  of  vir^ 
tue,  an<I  the  harmony  of  a  well  goremed  mind ;  they 
hear  you  not }  they  are  deaf  to  the  roice  of  the  mot^ 
il  charmer  t  nothing  Ids  than  ^^  Thus  faith  th« 
^  Lord/'  wiU  mfluence  their  condud.  The  unjuft 
judge  in  the  parable  reprefents  and  charaderi^es  the 
great  body  of  mankind }  if  chey  fear  not  God,  neither 
will  they  tfegard  men. 

Thus,  if  the  public  inftitudons  of  religidn  were 
laid  afide>,  ^^tivate  virtue  would  not  long  remain  be- 
hind*    Men  in  general  hare  no  principle  of  moral 
condud  but  religion^  and  if  that  Were  taken  away, 
they  would  work  all  tn^urity  with  greedinefs,  when« 
ever  they  could  withdraw  from  the  public  eye«    Hu« 
man  laws  would  c^en  be  of  little  ardil,  without  a 
fenfe  of  divine  legillation  ;  and  the  fandions  of  men 
have  little  force,  unlefs  they  were  enforced  by  the  au** 
thority  of  God^     There  would  then  be  no  fecurity 
fyt  the  public  peace }  the  mutual  confidence  between 
man  and  man  would  be  deftroyed  $  the  bond  which 
keeps  fociety  together  would  be  broken ;  oaths  would 
become  mere  words  of  courfe^  and  an  appeal  to  the 
Great  God  of  Heaven,  no  more  regarded,  thsin  if  he 
were  an  image  of  ftmie*  Hulnan  life  would  bethrown ' 
into  confuiion,  the  £dely  of  mankind  would  be  en« 
dangeredi  and  the  moral  world  totter  to  its  ruiUi  if 
fuch  a  pillar  were  to  fall.    And  what  is  it  that  main- 
tains and  fpreads  religious  principles  in  the  world  ? 
What  is  it  that  keeps  alive  on  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple^ the  fear  of  God  and  the  belief  of  his  providence  i 
It  is  the  public  infUfutions  of  religion  ;  it  is  the  ob- 
fervanceof  the  Lord's  day;  it  is  our  alTembling  to« 
gethe^  ill  this  plaee,  for  the  cekbration  of  divine  wor  • 
D 


26  SERMON      L 

ihip.  The  people^  in  general,  have  no  religious  priif^ 
ciples,  and  no  rule  of  life,  but  what  they  learn  here  ; 
and  if  thefe  churches  were  once  fhut  up,  the  hand  of 
the  civil  magiftrate  would  foon  force  them  open,  in 
order  to  reclaim  the  criminala  that  would  thus  be 
let  loofe  upon  the  world. 

In  the  third  place,  let  us  view  the  effe&  of  relig- 
ious inftitutions  upon  nlen,  with  regard  to  their  f(h 
litical  Jiate. 

The  political  fyftems  that  take  place  in  t^iie  world, 
the  facility  with  which  the  many  are  governed  by 
the  few,  is  one  of  the  mod  wonderful  things  in  the 
hiftory  of  man.  That  mankind  in  all  ages,  and  ia 
all  countiies,  fliould  allow  a  few  of  their  number  to 
divide  this  globe  among  them;  to  appropriate  to 
themfelves  the  pofleflions,  diftindions  and  honors, 
and  leave  nothing  to  the  majority  but  burdens  to 
bear,  if  we  had  not  beheld  it  from  the  firft,  would 
have  appeared  one  of  the  moft  aftonifliing  of  all 
events.  Would  it  be  at  all  furprifmg  to  hear  a  man 
flruck  with  a  fenfe  of  this  ftate  of  things,  complain 
thus  :  ^'  Is  nature  unequal  in  the  care  of  her  chil- 
*'  dren  ?  A  mother  to  fome,  and  a  ftepmother  to  oth« 
^^  ers  ?  Has  ihe  appointed  me  to  labour  in  the  fweat 
*<  of  my  brow,  and  another  to  riot  in  the  fruit  of  my 
<'  labours  ?  No.  The  fault  is  not  in  nature.  She 
'^  has  no  favourites.  She  gives  to  all  her  fbns  an 
^<  equal  right  to  inherit  the  earth.  The  fault  is  in 
"  them  who  tamely  bend  their  necks  to  the  yoke, 
^^  who  kneel  and  kifs  the  rod  which  the  haughty 
*•  lord  waves  over  their  heads.  It  nevfer  furely  was 
*•  the  will  of  Heaven,  that  the  worthy  (hould  be 
^*  fcomed  by  the  vile,  and  the  brave  be  trampled  up« 
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^  on  bf  the  coward.  Cannot  I  then  find  a  band  of 
^'  men  as  Taliant  and  as  determined  as  myfelf,  to  rec« 
*^  tiff  thefe  caprices  of  fortune^  to  Tindicate  the  rights 
^  of  nature,  and  reftore  mankind  to  their  original  in« 
^  heritance  ?  By  doing  violence  at  firft,  this  ufurpa* 
«<  don  on  nature  W2S  made ;  and  by  a  fimilar  vio« 
^^  lence,  nature  requires  that  her  reign  be  reftored/* 
What  is  it  that  prevents  fuch  a  fptrit  as  I  have  been 
now  defcribing,  from  frequently  breaking  out  ?  What 
prevents  bloodlhed  and  devaftation,  and  all  the  evils 
of  wax  ?  What  prevents  the  world  from  being  turn- 
ed upfide  down  i  Nothing  fo  much  as  the  influence 
of  religious  principles  upon  the  minds  of  men.  Chrif- 
tianity  gives  honor  to  civil  government,  as  being 
the  ordinance  of  God,  and  enjoins  fubjedion  to  the 
laws,  under  its  own  awful  fandions. 

And  not  only  by  particular  precepts,  but  by  its  fe- 
oret  and  lefs  vifible  influence,  it  prepares  the  minds 
of  men  for  fubmiifion  to  lawful  authority.  When  we 
meet  together  in  this  place,  under  the  fanftion  of  law, 
and  under  the  prote&ion  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  we 
are  put  in  mind  of  our  relation  to  the  ilate,  and  of 
our  duty  to  the  higher  powers.  Fear  Go^  and  bonon 
the  Kingt  have  more  than  a  local  connexion  in  Scrip- 
sure*.  Obedience  to  fpiritual  authority  paves  the  way 
for  fubjedion  to  the  civil  power.  Hence  wife  legif- 
lators  have»  even  on  this  account,  favoured  the  prog- 
reis  of  religion :  heufce  thofe  who  have  attempted 
iimovataons  in  government,  applied,  in  the  firft  place, 
to  the  minifters  of  religion,  and  endeavoured  to  gain 
the  pulpit  on  their  fide.  Julian,  known  by  the  name 
of  the  apoftate,  the  mod  formidable  enemy  the  Chrif* 
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^^  e^r  kt4^  ^  fo  fi^Qfibh  of  t^a  wiflutttfe  md  o# 
tjie  ef^a^  of  pifiacl^iqg  to  ^  pa0pl«»  ^at  ho  ap« 
pointed  si  fiaalw  i^tU^lw  a«Q9ff  t^O  heathfl^^ 

«^  My  ibp,  fear  lUon  %h^  hot4.  9»4i  th«t  U«ig»"  (&i4 
the  yfifeft  of  m»aHin4)»  ^^  9i^d  o^ddknoi  wth  thorn 
^<  that  are  giv^a  ta  ^^^sflig^^*  Ifi  ooufimaticA,  we 
may  qb^erv^)  that  moa>  characterized  as  giveA  to 
cbwge^  have  f^th^r,^  fronn  in^deUty,  ^ot  attended  up't 
€f^  prdinancea,  Qr»  ip9<2MPa  «ith\ifiaftQ>  been  aboiw 
^exQ ;  foip^b  who  hay^  bc^,  iiv9pyatoc$  and  difturtk 
^vs  ?  who  hfiYe  be^  the  authwa.  of  feditions  and  re% 
bellioB3'?  who  havo  he^n  tho.  enemieB  ol  order  and 
civil  goyerpinent^  in  many  an  age  I  a  mixtDUPe  of 
athdifts  and  &Aat4c^. }  two  cWTes  of  men,  who  though 
fe^miqgly  oppo&tie,  havo  been  Ibmid  in  ck>fe  honda 
of  union* 

la  \hefiurtk  and  b^  pbce^  we  ha^e  to  confider  the ' 
iiaftiiience  of  feligious  inftttulioiia  upon  men,  with  v^ 
fped  to  dpmefidfi  lift. 

It  is  chiefty  on  accoiutt  of  theb  domeftic  fituatioA, 
tha)t  we  can  pronounce  men  happy  or  miferabttki 
Hero  the  pbafnres  are  enjoyed  which  fweeten  life  i 
b^e  the  paina  are  felt  which  Imbitter  our  days*  Na 
uneaiinefe  abroad  will  fit  heavy  on  a  man,  when  the 
pleafing  cefle&ion  riles  in  his  saiAd,  that  he  hasbap* 
pinefi  at  home:  no  enjoyment  from  without-  w9l 
give  real  and  biting  fiiiisfaStion,  when  he  knows 
ihat  he  has  a  curfe  in  his  own  honfe. 
'  It  is  no  fiaalL  advantage  a^^tendilEig  the  ibfliltttioBe 
of  divine  wosfliip,  that  they  mi^ufter  to  tbe^happiBoih 
of  domeftic  life.  A  new  bond  witt  be  added  to  the 
conjugal  union,  when  thofh  whom  it-cosnedlt  walk 
to  the  Houfe  of  God*  iaoomia&yi  take  fwoet  coun* 
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fid  wifli  OM  8Jietter»  and  kt  out  j^atly  m  tb«  w^y 
tbat  lmd9  (0  life,  Watered  by  the  dews  of  Heaven, 
wiuch  fall  hfst^t  the  olive  plants  w}U  flouriflv  roun^ 
}PQur  table.  What;  fucred  frnfetioM  viU  fill  the  bol^ 
Qm  of  apAx«0ty  when,  viewing  hia  family  fitting  at 
the&et  of  Jefuff  heiays>in  the  liiliiefs  of  a  grateful 
hc»it»  ^'Lordl  bdbold  me,  aud  the  children  whom 
^^  thou  hail  gtveo  me  !*' 

There  is  a  beauty^  aUo^iKdwi  the  rich  and  the  poor, 
when  the  high  and  the  1qw»  who  feldom  meet  togcth* 
er  on  other  oceafiona,  aflfemble  here  in  one  place^  <Hia 
great  £unily,  in  the  pefence  of  their  common  Lord» 
when  they  areftrippedof  every  adventitious  circum* 
ftance,  and  where  virtue  makes  the  only  diftinftion 
among  them.  It  is  the  image  of  thofe  golden  times 
when  fociety  began ;  it  is  the  image  of  the  flate  which 
is  to  come,  when  God  (hall  be  all  in  all. 

Such  are  the  effects  of  religious  inftitutions  upon 
men,  with  refpeft  to  their  religious  capacity,  their 
moral  character,  tl^eir  political  (late,  and  their  domef- 
tic  life. 

Whoever,  therefore,  habitually  abfents  himfelf  from 
attending  on  public  ordinances,  has  to  anfwer  for  it 
to  his  God,  to  his  neighbours,  to  his  country,  and  to 
his  family.  He  partakes  with  other  men  in  their  (ins ; 
he  aflbciates  with  the  enemies  of  mankind ;  and  does 
what  in  him  lies,  to  undermine  the  bafis  on  which  the 
order  and  happinefs  of  civil  fociety  is  built.  He 
teaches  the  falfe  fwearer  to  take  the  name  of  God  in 
vain ;  he  direds  the  midnight  robber  to  his  neigh* 
hour's  houfe  ;  and  he  delivers  into  the  hand  of  the 
aflaffin  a  dagger,  to  ihed  innocent  blood. 

But,  blefled  be  God !  that,  corrupted  as  the  world 
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is,  there  are  not  wanting  inftances  of  exemphry  pie- 
ty, in  every  ftation  of  life ;  not  only  in  the  middle, 
the  lower,  and  the  higher,  but  in  the  highefl:  of  alL 
While  piety  flunes^as  it  now  does,  from  the  Throne ; 
whHe  it  has  the  beam  of  Majefty  to  adorn  it  ^  let 
none  of  the  fubjeOs  fail  in  copying  the  pattern: 
and  while  we  meet  together  in  this  place,  let  us  re- 
member, that  many  who  have  worflupped,  in  times 
paft,  \vithin  thefe  walls,  are  now  in  the  Higher  Houfe, 
in  the  Church  of  the  Firft-born,  in  the  Aflembly  of 
Angels,  and  in  that  Temple  where  the  beatific  pref- 
ence  of  the  Lord  difplays  his  glory,  in  a  manner  which 
it  hath  not  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive* 
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Rom.  xii.  ii. 
^^-^^^Fervent  in  Jpirit ;  ferving  the  Lord. 

1  HE  manners  of  mankind  are  perpet« 
ually  varying.  Two  nations  differ  not  more  from 
one  2uiother,  than  the  fame  nation  differs  from  itfelf^ 
at  different  periods  of  fociety.  This  change  of  cuf- 
toms  and  manners  has  given  rife  to  two  opinions, 
both  of  them  generally  received,  and  both  of  them 
founded  on  miftake.  Thefe  are,  that  we  are  always 
improving  upon  our  anceftors  in  art  and  in  fcience, 
and  always  degenerating  from  them  in  religion  and 
morals.  When  we  talk  of  any  work  of  ingenuity  or 
of  induftry,  compofcd  or  performed  by  our  forefa- 
thers, from  the  higheft  liberal  fcience,  to  the  lowefl 
mechanic  art,  if  we  allow  it  any  praife  at  all,  our 
panegyric  runs  in  this  ftyle :  ^Mt  is  very  well  for 
^^  the  time  in  which  it  was  done."  On  the  other 
hand,  we  always  allow  our  anceftors  the  preference 
in  virtue.  For  thefe  five  thoufand  years  paft,  the 
philofophers  and  moralifts  of  every  nation  have  ex- 
tolled the  times  of  antiquity,  and  decried  the  age  in 
which  they  lived,  as  the  worft  that  ever  was  known. 
"  Thefe  wicked  times ;"  "  This  degenerate  age," 
are  phrafes  that  have  rung  in  the  public  ear  almoft 
iince  the  general  deluge.  The  ages  of  antiquity  are 
always  ages  of  gold }  the  prefisnt  always  an  age  of  iron. 
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The  oflgin  of  thefe  opinions  I  take  to  be  this.   As 
cuftoms  and  manners  dro  perpetually  fla&uating,  the 
reigning  mode  is  always  reckoned  the  beft,  becaufe 
they  have  no  other  ftandard  but  fafhion.     But  fafh« 
ion  is  not  the  ftandard  of  morals.    The  hand  of  the 
Almighty  hath  written  the  moral  law,  the  ftandard 
of  virtue,  upon  the  living  tablets  of  every  human 
heart.    Here  then  the  ftandard  is  fixtd  and  etemaU 
Accordingly,  as  quite  a  different  fet  of  virtues  and 
vices  prevail  in  one  age^  ftx>iti  trhat  pl-evail  in  anoth* 
er ;  as  we  are  naturally  difpofed  to  bury  the  f&ulci 
of  our  forefathers  in  oblivion }  as  we  itifendbly  con« 
trad  a  veneration  for  whatever  is  great  in  antiquity ) 
hence  arifes  the  opinion,  that  the  virtues  of  a  former 
age  are  greater  than  thok  of  a  following  6iie<    W« 
think  we  degenerate  from  our  fathers,  becMfe  Wd 
diflfer  trotti  thetn.    But  were  I  to  pronounce  of  thi^ 
times  in  which  we  live,  I  would  fay  that  the  pref^M 
age  is  not  inferior  in  virtue  to  the  paft«    We  have 
improved  upon  6ur  anceftors  in  humanity,  dharity 
ahd  benevolence ;  we  have  exchanged  the  rage  and 
rancour  of  animals  t)f  prey^  for  the  meek  ai^  getN 
tie  fpirit  of  the  dove.    The  gall  of  afpd  k  trtiiiaform^' 
ed  into  the  milk  of  human  kindneft.    Great  and  e- 
normous  ctimts  are  lel^  frequent  than  they  haV6 
been  ;  we  are  better  members  of  fdciety,  better 
neighbours,  better  friends  thafi  our  aliceftors  were» 
People  of  different  opinions  and  feds  in  tdigion^ 
who  fome  hundred  years  ago  would  have  be^ii  put-* 
ting  one  another  to  death,  now  live  togethet'  in  ami- 
ty and  peace. 

Would  to  God  I  eould  carry  on  my  jfyanegyric^ 
and  add,  that  we  are  more  reli^ioas  and  devMt  dhan 
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our  anceftors  were,  that  our  zeal  for  the  honor  of 
God,  and  the  interefts  of  religion,  fliines  with  a 
brighter  luftre,  and  burns  with  a  purer  flame.  But 
alas !  my  brethren,  I  muft  here  change  my  ftrain. 
Your  own  eyes,  your  own  hearts,  will  tell  you  the 
difmal  truth.  Is  it  not  a  deplorable  fa£t,  that  inftead. 
of  being  fervent  in  fpirit  to  ferve  the  Lord,  an  indif- 
ference about  religion  almoft  univerfally  prevails  i 
The  very  face  of  ferioufnefs  is  baniihed  from  fociety, 
and  were  it  not  for  this  day,  on  which  we  aflemble 
together  to  worftiip  the  God  of  our  fathers,  the  very 
form  of  godlinefs  would  be  exterminated  from  the 
earth. 

To  induce  you  to  the  practice  of  devotion,  it  is 
propofed,  in  the  Jir/l  place.  To  illuftrate  the  impor- 
tance and  the  advantage  of  ferving  the  Lord ;  and, 
in  xhe/econd  place.  To  explain  and  to  enforce,  with 
a  few  arguraients,  the  duty  of  ferving  the  Lord  with 
fervency  of  fpirit. 

In  the^rfi  place,  let  us  confider  the  importance 
and  the  advantage  of  ferving  the  Lord. 

We  are  urged  to  the  praftice  of  fome  virtues,  by 
our  (trong  fenfe  of  their  inviolable  obligation ;  we 
are  allured  to  the  love  of  others,  by  the  high  appro* 
bation  of  their  native  beauty,  which  arifes  in  every 
well-difpofed  mind ;  we  are  engaged  to  the  perform- 
ance  of  others,  by  our  experience  of  their  utility  and 
influence  upon  the  public  good.  Piety  is  equally 
enforced  in  all  thefe  refpefls.  Its  obligation  is  indif- 
penfable  ;  its  beauty  is  fupreme,  and  its  utility  is 
univerfal.  It  is  not  fo  much  a  Angle  virtue,  as  a 
conftellation  of  virtues.  Here  reverence,  gratitude, 
faith,  hope,  love,  concentre  their  rays,  and  fliine  with 
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united  glory.  Whatfoever  things  arc  lovely,  trhat- 
foever  things  are  pure,  are  honed,  or  of  good  re- 
port ;  if  there  be  any  merit,  any  praife  in  human  ac- 
tion, piety  comprehends  the  whole.  There  is  not  a 
difpofition  of  the  mind  which  is  more  noble  in  itfelf, 
or  is  attended  with  greater  pleafure  than  piety.  It 
is  accompanied  with  fuch  inward  fatisfadion,  that  the 
duty  is  fufBciently  rewarded  by  the  performance  ; 
and  it  hath  fuch  true  grandeur  in  it,  that  when  duly 
performed,  it  exalts  us  to  a  ftate  but  little  lower  than 
the  angels.  The  moft  illiterate  man,  under  the  im- 
preffions  of  true  devotion,  and  in  the  immediate  zQts 
of  divine  worfhip,  contrafts  a  greatnefs  of  mind  that 
raifes  him  above  his  equals.  Thereby,  fays  an  ad- 
mired ancient,  we  build  a  nobler  temple  to  the  Deity 
than  creation  can  prefent. 

Piety  is  adapted  to  the  notions  of  happlnefs  and 
chief  good  which  all  men  entertain,  altlxough  thefe 
notions  were  as  various  in  themfelves  as  the  theories 
of  philofophers  have  been  about  their  objefi.  If  we 
are  aduated  by  the  mild  and  gentle  affeftions,  lovers 
of  nature,  willing  to  retire  from  the  buttle  of  the 
world,  and  to  fteal  through  the  vale  of  life  with  as 
little  noife,  and  as  much  peace  as  poflible,  religion 
fan£tifies  our  choice,  and  doubles  all  the  joys  of  life 
with  the  peace  of  heaven.  Are  we  lovers  of  fociety, 
delighting  to  enlarge  the  fphere  of  our  acquaintance 
in  the  world,  and  to  cultivate  univerfal  friendfhip 
with  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men  ?  Here  too,  religion 
befriends  us,  as  it  unites  all  men  under  one  com- 
mon intereft,  that  of  being  probationers  for  eternity* 
Are  we  ambitious  of  fame  and  honor  among  men  ? 
This  is  indeed  the  univerfal  paffion.    Nothing  more 
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diftii^gruiihefi  the  nature  of  man,  than  this  reftlefs  de- 
fire  of  rifing  above  his  fellows,  of  becoming  famous, 
and  acquiring  a  name.    But  it  does  not  lie  in  the 
Vfty  of  every  one  to  rife  in  the  world,  by  being  ad- 
vanced to  honor  and  diftindion,  and  commanding 
the  applaufe  of  attending  multitudes.    Fame  unbars 
the  gates  of  her  temple  but  to  a  chofen  few ;  the 
candidate  will  infallibly  meet  with  many  a  difappoint- 
meaty  and  many  a  downfal,  in  climbing  the  deep  af- 
cent ;  but  the  paths  of  religion,  that  lead  to  glory, 
honor  and  immortality,  are  ever  open  and  fafe.    By 
piety  we  already  enjoy  a  reputation  among  the  juft, 
and  the  approbation  of  our  own  hearts,  and  have  the 
certain  ezpedation  of  that  immortal  honor  which 
Cometh  from  God  only,  who  writes  our  name  in  the 
book  of  life.    Hither  let  the  man  of  the  world  turn, 
that  he  may  find  durable  riches,  more  to  be  defired 
than  gold  and  all  earthly  pofleffions.     Here  the  man 
of  pleafure  may  iind  a  perpetual  fund  of  enjoyment, 
in  drinking  of  that  ftream  which  proceeds  from  the 
river  of  life ;  a  ftream  whofe  fountain  never  fails, 
wluch  has  no  fediment  at  bottom,  and  which  runs 
for  ever  unmingled  with  the  waters  of  bitternefs. 

Piety  is  the  foundation,  of  virtue  and  morality. 
True  devotion  ftrengthens  our  obligations  to  a  holy 
life,  and  fuperadds  a  new  motive  to  every  focial  and 
civil  duty*  Upon  an  impartial  obfervation  of  man- 
kind, it  will  be  found,  that  thofe  men  who  are  the 
moft  confdentious  in  the  public  and  private  exercifes 
of  divine  worihip,  will  be  moft  diligent  in  performing 
the  duties  they  owe  to  their  neighbour,  and  in  ob- 
ferving  the  rules  of  morality.  Our  holy  religion 
lays  us  under  ftrong  obligations  to  duty  i  the  fpirit 
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of  Chrifliianity  dwelling  in  the  heart,  mufl:  of  neceffi- 
ty  infpire  it  with  an  ardent  defire  to  perform  what- 
ever things  are  virtuous  and  praife-worthy ;  and  the 
example  of  Jefus  Chrift,  which  the  true  Chriftian 
fets  continually  before  his  eyes,  will  engage  him  by 
all  the  laws  of  love,  to  walk  as  he  alfo  walked,  who, 
according  even  to  the  teftimony  of  his  enemies, "  did 
•*  all  things  well."  On  the  other  hand,  impiety  and 
immorality  naturally  go  together,  as  caufe  and  effedk. 
Who  is  it  that  is  altogether  corrupt,  and  a  worker  of 
iniquity  ?  It  is  the  fool,  who  hath  faid  in  his  heart 
there  is  no  God.  When  we  read  of  the  unjuft  judge 
in  the  Gofpel,  who  feared  not  God,  we  naturally  in- 
fer that  he  regarded  not  man.  Under  this  particu- 
lar, we  may  likewife  take  notice,  that  ferving  the 
Lord  with  fincere  piety,  is  the  moft  fuccefsful  meth- 
od of  becoming  publicly  ufeful  in  the  world. 
Man,  fallen  as  he  certainly  is,  is  (till  a  benevolent  be- 
ing. Formed  for  fociety,  he  delights  in  the  exercife 
of  his  focial  qualities ;  he  afpires  to  be  eminently  ufe- 
ful in  the  ftatiqn  in  which  he  is  placed,  and  is  in  his 
proper  element,  when  he  i$  difpenfing  happinefs 
around  him^  The  fympathetic  emotions  that  rife  in 
the  bofom  at  the  fight  of  an  objed  in  diftrefs,  the 
fmile  that  wakens  on  the  ch^ek,  the  tear  that  ftarts 
fpontaxjeous  from  the  eye,  at  the  reprefentation  of 
fcenes  of  human  joy  or  forrow,  are  indifputable  in- 
dications of  the  benevolence  of  our  nature.  But  the 
low  ftatlon  of  many  checks  the  benevolence  of  their 
hearts,  ^nd  circqmfcribes  it  to  a  narrow  fphere. 
Few  have  it  ia  their  power  to  become  ufeful  to  their 
country,  by  contriving  or  eflfeftuating  public-fpirited 
^cfigns }  few  have  it  in  their  power  to  fave  their 
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couDfty  from  the  miferies  of  war,  by  being  its  Iliield 
in  the  day  of  battle ;  few  can  aA  as  the  inftruments 
of  Providence,  in  bringing  about  national  happinefs. 
But  all  of  us  can  be  pious ;  and  by  ferving  the  Lord 
vdth  fervency  offpirit,  can  become  univerfally  ufefiil 
to  our  country  and  to  the  world.  By  piety^  like  the 
Prophets  of  old,  we  can  Ihield  our  country  from  the 
wrath  of  heaven ;  we  can  intereft  Omnipotence  on  its 
fide,  and  even  derive  bleflings  to  ages  unborn.  A 
good  man  is  the  guardian  angel  of  his  country. 

1  {hall  only  add  on  this  head,  that  by  ferving  the 
Lord  here,  we  have  an  earneil  and  anticipation  of 
the  happinefs  of  the  heavenly  ftate.  It  is  a  pleafant 
refle&ion,  and  well  worthy  of  our  moft  ferious 
thought,  that  we  are  now  entering  upon  a  courfe  of 
life  that  will  be  our  employment  through  eternity. 
As  man  is  a  progrelHve  being,  gradually  tending  to 
perfedion,  it  is  a  law  of  his  nature,  that  he  ihould  en- 
deavour to  ad,  beforehand,  the  part  to  which  he  is 
deftined  in  a  higher  ftate  of  being.  The  child,  from 
his  earlieft  years,  anticipates  in  fport  the  employ- 
ment of  maturer  age,  loves  to  imitate  the  anions  of 
men,  and  is  pleafed  with  the  name.  We  are  all  of 
us  children,  with  refpeft  to  our  future  exiftence.;  and 
Ihould  it  not  be  as  natural  for  him  who  is  born  from 
above,  to  aft  over  the  exercifes  and  enjoyments  of 
that  ftate  of  being  to  which  he  is  advancing  ?  Piety 
is  the  beginning  of  heaven  in  the  mind :  here  the 
fun  fruntly  beams,  as  in  the  dubious  twilight ;  there 
he  fhines  forth  in  full  meridian  glory.  What  an 
ineftlmable  privilege  then  is  this,  which  God  hath 
put  into  our  power  ?  A  life  facred  to  piety,  and  to 
the  obfervance  of  true  and  undefiled  religion,  intro« 
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duces  us  beforehand,  into  the  world  to  come,  and 
gives  us  an  acquaintance  with  the  ftate  and  fociety  of 
the  angels  and  blefled  fpirits  who  dwell  in  light. 

I  come  now  te  the  Jicond  thing  propofed,  which 
was.  To  explain  that  ferrour  of  fpirit  fo  requifite  in 
the  exercifes  of  devotion,  and  enforce  it  with  a  few 
arguments. 

By  fervour  of  fpirit,  in  general,  is  meant  an  un- 
common application  of  mind  in  the  performance  of 
any  thiiig,  a  warmth  bordering  upon  tranfport,  that 
moves  every  fpring  of  the  heart,  and  carries  all  be- 
fore it,  to  gain  its  end.    So  that  by  a  fervency  of 
fpirit  in  ferving  the  Lord,  muft  be  underftood,  an 
ardent  and  a£tive  defire  of  loving  the  Lord,  of  wor- 
flupping  him  in  fincerity,  and  obeying  his  commands 
with  all  our  heart,  with  all  our  foul,  with  all  our 
mind,  and  with  all  our  ftrength.    It  confifts  not  in 
a  few  tranfient  fits  and  ftarts  of  natural  devotion, 
when  we  are  in  jeopardy,  without  help  of  man ;  nei- 
ther is  it  a  wild  blaze  of  religious  paffion,  that  flaihes 
and  vaniihes.     Much  lefs  fliall  it  be  profaned  by 
confounding  it  with  thofe  furies,  Enihujiafm  and  ^n^ 
ferjihifmy  who  would  drench  a  country  with  innocent 
blood,  under  pretence  of  ferving  the  Lord.    ^^  Cur- 
^  fed  be  their  anger,  for  it  is  fierce,  and  their  wrath, 
^  for  it  18  cruel.    O  my  foul,  enter  not  thou  into 
«  their  fecrct." 

True  fervour  of  fpirit  proceedeth  from  above.  It 
is  a  beam  from  the  Father  of  lights,  pure  and  benign, 
which  at  pnce  enlightens  and  warms  the  mind.  It  is 
a  ray  from  the  Sun  of  Righteoulhefs,  bright  even  at 
the  beginning,  and  which  fluneth  more  and  more  un- 
to the  perfed  day*    It  is  a  temper  wrought  into  the 
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heart  hj  the  Holy  Spirit,  compounded  of  love  to 
God,  and  of  zeal  for  his  honor,  attended  with  char* 
ify  to  man. 

This  fervour  of  mind,  in  its  full  extent,  is  one  of 
the  brighteil  ornaments  of  the  Chriftian.  It  enters 
into  the  heart,  and  engages  the  whole  man  on  the 
fide  of  devotion ;  it  gives  a  double  meafure  of  force 
and  alacrity  to  that  religion  which  before  was  (incere. 
In  a  word,  it  is  to  thefpiritual  life,  what  health  is  to 
the  natural;  it  makes  that  fpirited  and  cheerful, 
which  otherwife  would  only  breathe  and  move.  Con« 
fcious  that  religion  is  his  grand  concern,  the  fervent 
Chriftian  will  fet  about  the  duties  of  it  with  fuitable 
ardour  and  intenfenefs  of  mind.  The  paflions  and 
affe&ions  which  God  hath  given  nian,  as  the  fprings 
of  a€don,  will  in  him  be  exerted  to  their  nobleft  pur- 
pofe,  to  infpire  him  with  alacrity  and  cheerfulnefs  in 
the  ways  of  the  Lord.  He  will  be  in  pain  till  he  has 
performed  his  duties  of  devotion,  and  labours  of  love, 
holding  nothing  too  dear,  which  will  procure  to  him 
that  robe  of  holinefs,  which  is  beautiful  in  the  eyes 
of  heaven.  He  feels  in  his  heart  all  the  devout  af- 
fefdons  and  defires  fo  paifionately  defcribed  by  the 
holy  Pfalmift,  which  we  know  not  whether  to  admire 
moft  as  beautiful  ftrains  of  poetry,  or  raptures  of  de- 
votion. *'  As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water- 
"  brooks,  fo  panteth  my  foul  after  thee,  O  God. 
^*  My  foul  thirfteth  for  God,  yea,  the  living  God : 
**  when  ihall  I  come  and  appear  before  God  ?  How 
••  amiable  are  thy  taberitacles,  O  Lord  of  hofts !  My 
<*  foul  longeth,  yea  fainteth,  for  the  courts  of  the 
**  Lord.  For,  a  day  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a 
••  thoufand.    The  defire  of  my  foul  is  to  thee,  O 
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<^  God^  and  to  the  remembrance  of  thy  name.  With 
<<  my  foul  have  I  deftred  thee  in  the  night,  yea,  with 
**  my  fpirit  within  me  will  I  feek  thee  early.  My 
*^  foul  waiteth  for  thee,  O  Lord,  more  than  they  that 
'^  watch  for  the  morning ;  yea,  more  than  they  that 
"  watch  for  the  morning.** 

To  engage  us  more  eflfeaually  to  the  performance 
of  this  part  of  our  duty,  let  us  confider  the  general 
obligations  we  lie  under,  as  rational  creatures,  to 
ferve  the  Lord  with  fervency  of  fpirit,  and  then  the 
particular  obligations  that  arife  from  Chriftianity. 

And,  in  t\it  Jirji  place,  as  the  Almighty  is  the  Cre- 
ator of  the  world,  and  the  Father  of  the  human  race, 
he  is  likewife  their  Preferver,  and  the  Author  of  or- 
der and  harmony  in  the  univerfe. 

In  his  Providence,  he  takes  us,  the  children  of 
men,  into  his  particular  tuition,  in  giving  us,  from 
his  immediate  hand,  all  things  requifite  for  our  fub- 
fiftence,  well-being  and  delight  in  this  world,  our 
well-ordered  habitation ;  in  making  nature  fponta- 
neoufly  unlock  to  us  her  hidden  (lores ;  in  caufing 
the  wide  creation,  one  way  or  other,  to  adminifter  to 
our  pleafures,  as  if  heaven  and  earth  contended 
which  fhould  be  moft  liberal  of  their  favours  to  hap- 
py man ;  and  in  fine,  admitting  us,  above  all  the 
other  inhabitants  of  our  earth,  into  the  plan  of  his 
creation,  and  making  us  fpeftators  of  that  beauty, 
original  and  fupreme,  the  image  of  himfelf,  which  he 
hath  poured  forth  over  all  his  works. 

But  when  we  confider  bis  particular  Providence, 
with  refped  to  every  one  of  us,  our  obligations  will 
be  infinitely  heightened.  Here  we  difcerft  the  finger 
of  God.     His  goodnefs  lent  a  favourable  ear  to  all 
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our  feeble  cries  and  complaints,  when  we  were  upon 
the  breaR ;  he  guarded  ua  from  a  thoufand  dangers 
and  difeafes  which  hung  over  our  heads,  and  cut  off 
mofe  than  one  half  of  our  equals  in  age.  He  hath 
led  us,  as  it  were,  by  the  hand  through  the  various 
ftages  of  life,  affording  us  many  deliverances,  and 
many  tokens  of  his  loving-kindnefs,  whieh  only  our^ 
felves  and  Heaven  were  privy  to  ;  and  when  all  things 
in  the  world  feemed  to  combine  againft  us,  he  was  a 
Iriend  that  n^ver  failed.  Seeing  then  he  upholds 
our  exiftence,  and  is  the  parent  of  fo  many  mercies, 
has  he  not,  as  our  Supreme  Benefador,  a  title  to  the 
fervice  of  our  whole  lives,  and  to  all  the  fervour  of 
our  fpirits  ? 

This  will  appear  ftill  more,  in  the  ;i^jr/ place,  when 
we  confider  the  fuperior  obligations  which  we  are 
laid  under  by  Chriilianity.  While  many  nations  are 
fitting  in  dafknefs,  and  the  fhadow  of  death,  on  us 
hath  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  arifen,  in  full  glory. 
We  are  let  into  the  myftery  kept  hid  from  ages. 
We  have  feen  the  Deity,  in  human  form,  defcending 
upon  earth*,  to  teach  the  benighted  nations  the  knowl- 
edge of  falvation  ;  to  fet  a  pattern  of  goodnefs  and 
peifedion  for  the  world  to  imitate  j  and,  by  expi- 
ating the  guilt  of  fin  upon  the  crofs,  to  finifh  our  re- 
demption. We  have  now  a  new  and  living  way 
opened  into  the  Heaven  of  Heavens,  by  the  blood  of 
Jefus.  Life  and  immortality  are  brought  to  light, 
and  promifed  to  all  who  fincerely  believe  and  obey 
the  gofpel.  So  that  we  may  now  rejoice  with  the 
Poet  of  Ifrael,  "  As  the  heaven  is  high  above  the 
^*  earth,  fo  groat  is  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  towards 
^^  US  i  for  as  far  as  the  eaft  is  from  the  weft,  f^f;M? 
F 


42  S  E  R  M  O  N      IL 

^'  hath  he  removed  from  us  all  our  ioiquidey :  he 
«<  redeemeth  our  lives  from  deflrufkion,  aud  crown* 
"  eth  us  with  lovlng-kiudners  9ud  tender  mercies." 

When  we  are  obliged  to  any  of  our  fellow^creap 
tares  for  an  important  favour,  what  pleafure  is  it  to 
a  generous  he^rt,  to  be  able  to  make  the  leaft  re- 
turn !  If  our  benefactor  be  above  us  in  his  (lation  in 
life,  if  he  beftowed  the  fevour  without  any  folicita- 
tion  on  our  part,  and  promifes  ftill  to  continue  our 
friend,  (hall  we  not  take  every  occafion  of  fliowing 
that  we  are  not  ungrateful,  and  fearch  for  opportu^ 
nity  of  ferving  him,  as  for  hid  treafure  ?  What 
thanks,  what  praifes,  what  fervices,  ihaU  we  not  then 
render  to  our  Supreme  Benefactor,  who  hath  trauf- 
lated  us  from  the  kingdom  of  darknefs  into  the  king- 
dom of  his  Son ;  who  delivered  up  his  Son  unto  the 
death  for  us,  and  with  him  freely  gives  us  all  things ! 

We  have  abundance  of  ardour  and  zeal  in  our 
temporal  concerns.  We  rife  early,  and  fit  up  late  : 
we  deny  ourfelves  the  pleafures  and  comforts  of  fo* 
ciety  :  we  forego  our  native  country,  and  all  the 
dear  connections  of  early  life  :  we  traverfe  the  whole 
terraqueous  globe,  ezpofe  ourfelves  to  the  mercy 
of  winds  and  waves,  and  bear  alternately  the  ex- 
tremities  of  heat  and  cold  :  we  breathe  in  the  regions 
of  infection  and  of  death,  to  amafs  a  few  pieces  of 
fhining  duft,  whofe  acquiiition  cofts  us  fuch  fore 
trouble,  and  whofe  pc^effion  gives  us  fo  little  happi- 
nefs.  '  Almighty  God !  fhall  we  b&  thus  fervent  and 
zealous  in  every  temporal,  in  every  trivial  concern, 
and  remain  cold  and  dead  unto  thee  !  If  thus  we 
continue,  my  brethren,  the  very  heathens,  iffuing 
forth  from  their  regions  of  darknefs^i  will  fet  up  a 
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ttib^naly  and  call  us  before  them.  ^'  The  men  of 
^^  Nineveh  Ihall  rife  up  in  judgment  wiih  us»  and  fhall 
\^  condemn  us ;  becaufe  they  repented  at  the  preach* 
*^  ing  of  Jonas,  and  behold  a  greater  than  Jonas  is 
^<  here  !  The  Queen  of  the  South  fliall  rife  up  in 
*'  judgment  with  us,  and  ihall  condemn  U8  }  for  (he 
"  came  from  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth,  to ' 
^'  hear  the  wifdoiA  of  Solomon,  and  behold  a  great* 
"  cr  than  Solomon'is  here  !" — ^**  Verily,  it  fhall  be 
<<  more  tolerable  for  the  land  of  Sodom  and  Gomor* 
**  T&a^in  the  day  of  judgment,  than  for  our  city/* 

Do  ye  confider,  my  brethren,  the  dignity  and  im- 
poi^tance  of  thait  religion^  to  \^hich  your  attachment 
is  required  ?  Do  ye  refleft,  that  this  is  the  mailer- 
piece  of  infinite  wifdom  ;  that  here  the  Almighty 
made  bare  his  holy  arm,  and  put  forth  all  his 
ilrength  ?  The  introdtidion  of  this  religion  was  the 
objed  of  ail  the  difpenfatiofts  of  the  Deity  upon  earth. 
This  i^  the  eentre  in  which  terminates  every  line  in 
ther  great  circle  of  Providence*  If  one  nation  was 
ti&orious,  and  another  put  under  the  yoke  y  if  war 
was  comimUioned  to  ravage  and  lay  defolate  the 
€anh,  or  peace  to  make  the  joyful  inhabitants  fing 
beneath  the  vine  ;  if  kings  were  crowned,  or  were  de- 
throned;  if  empires  rofe  or  fell,  all  was  preparatory 
airdfabfetvient  to  this  grand  event.  The  monarch- 
iea  wMch  prevailed  in  the  world,  whether  Aflyrian, 
Perfian,  Gi^ecian,  or  Roman,  were  wefted  as  intro- 
dufltory  to  the  Meffiah,  whofe  kingdom  was  to  be 
without  bounds,  and  whofe  reign  ws^s  to  be  with- 
oat  end.  That  great  image  which  the  Monarch  of 
thfe  Eaft  beheld  in  his  dream,  whofe  head  was  of 
gold,  *hofc  breaft  was  of  filver,  whofe  thighs  were 
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bf  bwfe,  isiEid  whofc  feet  were  of  iroxj,  was  f&t  up  by 
iProvidence,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  Stone  which 
was  cut  out  without  hands',  which  was  deftined  to 
fmite  the  infage,  become  a  great  mountain,  and  fill 
the  whole  earth.  All  events,  whether  profperous  of 
adverfe,  whether  malignant  or  benign^  have  co^op* 
erated  towaMs  the  advancement  of  our  religion. 
Saints  have  eitabliflied  it,  by  their  lives  2  martyrs 
have  confirmed  it,  by  their  deaths  :  hypocrites  have 
added  (trength  to  it^  by  their  diffimulation  z  tyrants 
have  purified  it^  by  their  perfecutions  :  infidels  have 
corroborated  it,  by  their  oppofition  :  the  arrows  of 
its  enemies  have  ferved  for  its  prote&ion  :  the  refift- 
ance  which  it  has  met  with,  firom  the  combined  wit 
and  genius  and  malice  of  mankind,  have  brought 
forth  thofe  illuftrious  and  immortal  defences,  which 
eftablifh  its  triith  upon  the  bafis  of  demonftration. 

Shall  we  not,  then,  reckon  ourfelves  eternally  in« 
debted  to  the  infinite  goodnefs  of  God,  and  (Ur  up 
all  that  is  within  us  to  blefs  his  holy  name  ?  faying, 
in  the  language  of  true  fervour  of  fpirit,  **  We  will 
**  praife  thee,  O  God  !  we  will  praife  thee  with  our 
*«  whole  heart !  Our  lives  ihall  be  thy  facrifice  !  We 
'*  will  adore  thee  in  death,  and  through  eternity  !'* 
God,  from  his  throne  in  heaven^  doth  not  behold 
an  objed  mofe  noble,  and  more  worthy  of  his  view^ 
than  a  pious  man )  a  man  who,  confcious  of  the  dig- 
nity and  immortality  of  his  nature,  employs  himfelf 
with  fervour  and  zeai,  in  tht>fe  devout  exercifes  which 
afiimilate  him  to  the  Divinity ;  who,  meafuring  time 
by  his  improvements  in  devotion  and  virtue,  never 
lofes  a  day.  He  is  the  favourite  of  Heaven.  The 
4rm  of  the  Almighty  is  ftretched  out  in  his  behalf% 
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^lie  Lord  loves  him,  and  keeps  him  as  the  apple  of  his 
«je ;,  he  gives  his  angels  charge  concerning  him,  to 
preferve  him  in  all  his  ways,  left  at  any  time  he  fhould 
dafli  his  foot  againft  a  ftone.  He  delights  to  fpeak 
his  praife  in  the  Aflemblies  of  his  faints  and  angels 
above  :  he  writes  his  name  in  the  book  of  hisremem* 
brance,  and  gives  him  the  honorable  title  of  the 
friend  of  God.  He  makes  all  things  work  together 
for  his  good  in  this  world,  and,  in  the  dirk  vale  of 
death,  opens  his  eyes  to  difcern  the  dawning  of  heav* 
cnly  day.  In  fine,  he  holds  his  very  aflies  facred ; 
and,  raifing  him  up  at  the  laft  day,  carries  him  to  his 
throne  in  heaven  above,  with  the  glorious  company 
of  the  redeemed,  to  be  made  partaker  of  his  own  hap- 
pinefs. 

Thefe  are  thy  palms,  O  Piety !  Thine  is  the  king* 
dom  prepared  above,  thine  the  power  with  God  and 
with  man,  and  thine  the  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth 
not  away. 


v-^ 
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EcCLBS.  xii.  I. 
Hemembet  ntnu  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  yonih. 

When  Solomon,  in  early  youth| 
had  afcended  the  throne  of  Ifrael,  the  Ood  of  Wt 
fathers  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream.  The  Almighty 
Was  graciouily  pleafed  to  condefcend  thus  to  vifit  bis 
creature.  He  pUt  in  his  offer  all  the  pleafures  of  the 
world,  and  defired  him  to  aik,  and  he  fliould  rt* 
ceive  ;  to  wifh,  and  he  (hould  enjoy.  The  youn^ 
king  poflefled  a  wifdom  beyond  his  years,  and  a 
greatnefs  ^bove  his  crown.  He  did  not  aft:  to  hxft 
his  palace  filled  wich  the  beauties  of  the  eaft,  to  bav^. 
his  treafury  ilored  with  the  gold  of  Ophir,  or  to  wear 
the  laurel  of  viftory  over  the  nations.  He  alked  a 
greater  boon  than  all  thefe.  "  Give  thy  fervant,  O 
**  Lord,**  replied  the  wife  prince,  "  Give  thy  fervant 
*'  wifdom  and  underflanding.''  What  he  then  made 
the  objeft  of  his  own  choice,  he  recommends  to  you 
under  another  name,  in  the  words  of  the  text»  ^^  Re« 
*'  member  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth." 
This  is  the  laft  chapter  of  the  works  of  Solomon^ 
and  thefe  words  may  be  regarded  as  his  dying  advice 
to  the  young.  The  philofophers  of  antiquity,  who 
held  out  the  lamp  of  wifdom  to  the  heathen  world, 
gave  the  fame  advice  to  their  followers*  But  be* 
tween  them  and  Solomon,  there  is  this  remarkable 
difference.    They,  from  the  obfcure  retirement  of 
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the  Ichools,  declaimed  agaioft  pleafures  which  they 
had  never  tafted,  and  affeded  to  defpife  honors  to 
which  they  never  bad  it  in  their  power  to  afcend. 
But  Solomon,  a  great  and  powerful  prince,  in  the 
pleafurable  time  6f  life,  had  in  his  own  perfon  tried 
the  experiment.  He  made  the  tour  of  the  fenfual 
world*  He  went  in  queft  of  happinefs  through  all 
the  fceaes  of  life.  He  extended  bis  fearch  over  the 
broad  and  flowery  way»  as  well  as  in  the  narrow  path, 
as  it  fliQuld  feem  by  a  particular  permiiQon  of  Provi^ 
dence,  to  iave  the  pains  of  future  inquirers,  Solo^ 
toon  aded  the  libertine  upon  a  principle  of  inquiry. 
The  refute  of  bis  refearches  was,  that  all  unlawful 
purfuits  began  with  vanity,  and  ended  in  vexation  of 
fpirit,  and  that  the  true  happinefs  pf  man,  confided 
in  that  underftanding  which  teacheth  us  to  depart 
from  evil,  and  in  that  wifdom  which  inftrufteth  us 
to  fear  the  Lord. 

It  is  common  in  Scripture,  to  exprefs  all  the  ads  of 
devotion  and  virtue  by  fome  part  or  principle  of  re- 
ligion, fometimes  by  wifdom  and  underftanding ;  at 
other  times,  by  faith,  love,  the  fear  of  God;  walking 
with  God,  and  many  other  phrafes ;  all  of  whiqh  ex* 
prefe  the  fame  meaning,  and  denote  the  whole  econ- 
omy of  a  veligious  life.  So  that  remembering  our 
Creator  in  the  days  of  our  youth,  implies  an  early 
and  an  entire  dedication  of  ourfelves  to  the  fervico 
of  God. 

In  further  difcQi^urfmg  upon  thefe  words,  I  Stall  eth 

iorca  the  exhortation  in  the  text,  and  endeavour  to 

perfuade  you  to  remember  your  Creator  in  the  daya 

'  of  your  yauth,  from  the  peculiar  fuitablenels  of  re^ 

Hgion  tp  the  early  period  of  Ufe«     And  in  th^Jirfi 
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place,  let  me  exhort  you  now  in  the  days  of  youth, 
to  remember  your  Creator,  from  your  being  as  yet 
uncorrupted  by  the  world. 

Although  both  Scripture  and  experience  teftify 
that  man  is  fallen,  and  that  our  nature  is  corrupted, 
yet  it  is  equally  certain  that  our  earlieil  paffions  are 
on  the  fid^  of  virtue,  and  that  the  good  feed  fprings 
before  the  tares.  Malice  and  envy  are  yet  ftrangers 
to  your  bofom.  Covetoufnefs,  that  root  of  evil,  hath 
not  yet  fprung  up  in  your  heart ;  the  feliiih,  the 
wrathful,  and  the  licentious  paflions,  have  not  yet 
obtained  dominion  over  you.  The  modelly  of  na- 
ture, the  great  guardian  of  virtue,  is  not  feduced 
from  its  pod.  You  would  bluih  even  in  fecret,  to 
do  a  deed  of  difbonefty  and  fhame.  High  fentiments 
of  honor  and  of  probity  expand  the  foul.  The  col* 
our  comes  into  the  cheek  at  the  fmalleft  apprehenfion 
of  blame ;  the  ready  lightning  kindles  in  the  eye  at 
the  leaft  appearance  of  treachery  and  falfehood. 
Hence  fays  our  Lord  to  his  followers,  Unlefs  you  be* 
come  as  a  child  ;  unlefs  you  affume  the  candour,  the 
innocence  and  the  purity  of  children,  you  cannot  en« 
ter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  Therefore,  whilft 
you  are  yet  an  offering  fit  for  Heaven,  prefent  your- 
felves  at  his  altar,  devote  yourfelves  to  his  fervice. 
How  beautiful  and  becoming  does  it  appear  for 
young  perfons,  newly  arrived  in  this  city  of  God,  to 
remember  the  end  for  which  they  were  fent  into  it, 
and  to  devote  to  their  Maker's  fervice,  the  firft  and 
the  bed  of  their  days  ?  When  they  are  in  the  prime 
of  youth  and  of  health,  when  the  mind  is  untainted 
with  aftual  guilt,  and  alive  to  every  generous  impref- 
fion,  to  confecrate  to  religion  the  vernal  flowtr  of 
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Ufe  ?  The  virgin  innocence  of  the  mind  is  a  facrifice 
more  acceptable  to  the  Almighty,  than  if  we  fhould 
come  before  him  with  the  cattle  upon  a  thoufand 
hills,  and  with  ten  thoufand  rivers  of  oiL  If  there  be 
joy  in  heaven  over  a  great  and  aged  finner  that  re- 
penteth,  how  pleafmg  a  fpe£lacle  will  it  be  to  God, 
to  angels,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  jufl  men  made  perfed, 
to  behold  a  p^ rfon  in  the  critical  feafon  of  life,  ac« 
.  quit  himfelf  gloriouily,  and,  defpifing  the  allure* 
ments,  the  deceitful  and  traSifitory  pleafures  of  fin, 
choofe  for  himfelf  that  better  part  which  fh^U  never 
*  be  taken  away ! 

Dare  then,  O  young  man,  to  remember  thy  Cre» 
ator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth  ;  have  the  courage  to 
be  good  betimes.     Beware  of  felling  into  the  ufual 
fnare  of  the  inexperienced ;  beware  of  thinking  that 
you  have  time  enough  to  be  religious,  and  for  that 
reafoh  may  defer  the  work  of  your  falvation  to  ma* 
turer  age,  when,  as  you  fooliihly  imagine,  ferioufnefy 
and  faiidity  will  come  of  their  own  accord*     In  an- 
fwer  to  this,  let  me  aik  you,  my  friends,  |low  oftei^ 
have  you  obferved  time  reform  any  one  ?  Did  time 
reform  Saul  J  Did  time  reform  Ahab  ?  Did  time  re- 
forra  Jezebel  ?  On  the  contrary,  did  they  not  grow 
bolder  in  wickednefs  f    You  generally,  indeed,  ob<> 
kive  a  greater  decency  in  maturer  age-     The  ebulli- 
tion of  youth  is  then  fpent,  its  turbulence  is  over ; 
but,  too  often,  I  am  afraid,  the  wild  paflions  have  oa« 
ly  given  place  to  an  external    fobriety,  whilft  the 
heart  is  as  far  from  God,  and  as  carnal  as  ever.     If 
you  fufpefl  this  to  be  a  hafty  deciiion,  examine  what 
paiies  in  the  world.    Do  you  not  obferve  great  part 
Qfm^n  in  the  decline  of  life,  as  earthly-minded  as  b^ 
Q 
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fore  ?  The  paffion  for  pleafure  has  indeed  abated,  but 
the  love  of  lucre,  the  moft  fordid  of  all  paffions,  hath 
come  into  its  place.  Iffuch  perfons  have  any  re- 
gret for  their  paft  life,  it  is  only  becaufe  it  is  pajt. 
Even  then,  they  look  with  envy  upon  the  gay  and 
the  flourilhing  ftate  of  the  young.  With  what  joy 
and  triumph  do  they  talk  over  the  exceffes  of  their 
early  days,  and  feem  to  renew  their  age  in  the 
contemplation  of  their  youthful  follies?  Alas,  my 
friends,  Is  not  God  the  Lord  of  all  your  time  ?  Is 
there  one  of  your  days  which  doth  not  pertain  to  him  ? 
Why  would  you  then  take  the  flower  of  life,  and 
make  it  an  offering  to  the  enemy  of  fouls  ?  Is  your 
time  too  long,  to  be  all  employed  in  the  fervice  of 
tjod  ?  Is  the  prime  of  your  days  too  precious,  to  be 
'devoted  to  Heaven  ?  And  will  you  only  referve  to 
"your  Maker  the  refufe  of  life  ;  the  leavings  of  the 
world  and  the  fleffi  ?  If  you  would  fpeak  it  out,  the 
language 'of  your  heart  is  this  ;  that  whilft  you  are 
good  for  any  thing,  you  will  mind  the  world  and  its 
pleafures  ;  that  you  will  crown  yourfelves  with  rofe- 
buds,  before  they  are  withered,  and  let  no  flower  of 
the  fpring  pafs  away ;  but  if  at  any  time  the  world 
(hall  forfake  you,  if  your  paflion  for  pleafure  fhall 
have  left  you,  you  will  then  feek  the  comforts  of  re- 
ligion. Any  part  of  your  time,  you  think,  is  good 
enough  for  God ;  you  will  apply  yourfelves  to  the 
work  of  your  falvation,  when  you  are  fit  for  nothing 
elfe ;  and  when  you  cannot  make  a  better  of  it,  you 
will  feek  tlie  kingdom  of  Heaven. 

Is  it  thus  that  ye  requite  the  Lord,  O  people,  fool- 
i(h  and  unjuft  ?  Is  this  your  gratitude  to  your  Bene- 
faftor  ?  Is  this  your  love  to  your  Father  ?  Is  this  your 
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kiadnefs  to  your  Friend  ?  Whilft  he  now  calls  upon 
you  in  the  fweeteft  language  of  Heaven,  "  My  fon 
^^  give  me  thy  heart/'  ought  it  not  to  be  the  natural 
movement  of  your  heart,  to  anfwer  with  the  good 
man  of  old,  "  With  my  foul  have  I  defired  thee  in  the 
*'  night  J  with  my  fpirit  within  me,  will  I  feek  thee 
**  early  ;" — "  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ? 
**  and  there  is  none  in  all  the  earth  whom  I  defire  bc- 
"  fide  thee." 

In  ihe/econd  place,  Let  me  exhort  you  to  early 
piety,  from  the  confideration  of  thofe  evils  which  a- 
wait  you  in  your  future  days. 

Now  is  your  golden  age.     When  the  morning  of 
life  rejoices  over  your  head,  every  thing  around  you 
puts  on  a  fmiling  appearance.     All  nature  wears  a 
face  of  beauty,  and  is  animated  with  a  fpirit  of  joy. 
You  walk  up  and  down  in  a  new  world  ;  you  crop 
the  unblown  flower,  and  drink  the  untafted  fpring. 
Full  of  fpirit,  and  high  in  hope,  you  fet  out  on  the 
journey  of  life :  vifions  of  blifs  prefent  themfelves  to 
view  :  dreams  of  joy,  with  fweet  delufion,  amufe  the 
vacant  mind.     You  liften  and  accord  to  the  fong  of 
hope, "  To-morrow  fhall  be  as  this  day,  and  much 
*'  more  abundant."    But  ah  !  my  friends,  the  flatter- 
ing fcene  will  not  laft.     The  fpell  is  quickly  broken, 
and  the  enchantment  foon  over.     How  hideous  will 
life  appear,  when  experience  takes  ofi*  the  mafk,  and 
difcovers  the  fad  reality  !  Now  thou  haft  no  weari- 
nefs  to  clog  thy  waking  hours,  and  no  care  to  difturb. 
thy  repofe.     But  know,  child  of  the  earth,  that  thou 
art  born  to  trouble,  and  that  care,  through  every  fub- 
fequent  path  of  life,  will  haunt  thee  like  a  ghoft. 
Health  now  Iparkles  in  thine  eye,  the  blood  flows 
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puit  in  thy  veins,  and  thy  fpirits  arc  gay  as  the  tiiota^ 
ing  :  but  alas  !  the  time  Will  come  when  difeafes,  a 
numerous  and  a  direful  train,  will  aiTail  thy  life  }  the 
time  will  come,  when  pale  and  ghaftly,  andftretched 
on  a  bed,  '^  chaftened  with  pain,  and  the  multitude 
"  of  thy  bones  ^th  ftroAg  pain,  thou  wilt  be  ready 
^^  to  choofe  ftrangling  and  death  rather  than  life/' 

Voa  ire  now  happy  in  your  earthly  companions. 
FriendQiip,  which  in  the  world  is  a  feeble  fentiment^ 
with  you  is  a  ftrong  paHion.  But  ihift  the  fcene  for 
a  few  y^arl,  and  behold  the  man  of  thy  right-hand 
become  unto  thee  as  an  alien^  Behold  the  friend  of 
thy  youth,  who  was  one  with  thine  own  foul,  ftriving 
to  fupplant  thee,  and  laying  fnares  for  thy  ruin  !  t 
mention  not  thefe  things,  my  friends,  to  make  yoU 
niiferable  before  the  time.  Cod  forbid  that  1  fhould 
Gtntidpate  the  evil  day,  unlefs  I  could  arm  you  againft 
it.  Now  remember  your  Creator,  confecrate  to  him 
the  early  period  of  your  days,  and  the  light  of  his 
countenance  will  fhine  upon  yoii  through  life*  A* 
mid  all  the  changes  of  this  flu£kuating  fcene,  you  have 
a  Friend  that  never  fails.  Then  let  the  temped  beat, 
and  the  floods  defcend,  you  are  lafe  and  happy  un*^ 
der  the  fhelter  of  the  Rock  of  ages. 

Thirdly^  The  feafon  of  youth  devoted  to  piety,  will 
yield  you  a  comfortable  old  age. 

When  the  fire  and  fpirit  of  youth  are  decayed  ; 
when  fober  age  retires  from  the  noife  and  buiUe  of  A 
bufy  world,  and  loves  to  (pend  in  peace  the  tranquil 
Sabbath  of  life>  what  joy  will  it  afford  to  be  able  t6 
look  back  with  pleafure  on  the  a£dons  of  other  years ! 
Worn  out  and  weary  of  his  pilgrimage,  the  traveller 
now  entertains  himfelf  by  recalling  the  times  that  are 


ttk^o^    irt.  55 

l^^ft,  and  recolleding  the  fcenes  of  his  early  days.  la 
particular,  he  now  loves  to  recall  the  period  of  child* 
kood  and  of  youth,  when  he  trandered  Up  and  down» 
a  ftranger  to  care  and  forrow,  and  pafled  his  days  in 
innocence.  Often  does  the  fond  idea  recur ;  often  the 
pleafant  period  return.  It  will  add  much,  my  friends, 
it  will  add  much  to  the  pleafures  of  the  refleCdon,  if 
you  have  it  in  your  power  to  recall  to  mind  that  your 
early  days  were  not  only  innocent,  but  ufefiil,  and  do» 
voted  to  the  fervice  of  your  Creator*  To  look  biick 
on  a  life,  no  feafon  of  which  was  fpent  in  vain ;  tp 
number  up  the  days,  the  months,  and  the  years,  fpent 
in  the  fervice  of  God,  will  be  inward  rapture,  only 
to  be  felt*  This  will  caufe  the  evening  of  Ufe  to  finile^ 
and  make  your  departure  like  a  fetting  fun. 

I  fliall  conclude  with  one  confideration,  which  I 
hope  will  have  weight,  and  that  is,  if  you  feek  God 
sow  in  the  days  of  youth,  you  are  certain  of  fuo- 
cefs.  Go  out  in  the  morning  of  youth,  and  you 
are  fure  to  gather  the  manna  of  everlafting  life* 
God  himfelf  will  bend  from  his  throne,  and  teach 
your  fpirits  to  approach  unto  him.  They  who  feek 
him  early  Ihall  find  him,  and  fliall  be  guarded  from 
tevil  on  his  holy  mountain. 
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CoLoss.  iv.  5. 
— Redeeming  the  time* 

Among  thofe  who  have  their  time 
mod  at  their  own  difpofal,  there  prevails  a  maxim 
very  different  from  that  which  is  recommended  in 
the  text.     The  maxim  of  the  world  is,  to  fpend  time 
in  idlenefs  and  folly,  or,  to  fpeak  in  their  own  lan« 
guage,  "  to  kill  time"  by  diffipation  and  amufement. 
Life,  which  appears  fo  fhort  upon  the  whole,  is  nev- 
erthelefs  fo  long  in  particular  parts,  that  vait  num- 
bers of  men  are  bverftocked  with  its  days  and  hours  ; 
their  time  hangs  heavy  on  their  hands  ;  they  know 
not  how  to  employ  it,  or  what  to  make  of  themfelves. 
As  they  have  no  fund  of  entertainment  within,  and 
for  that  reafon,  no  happinefs  at  home,  they  naturally 
lok)k  out  for  it  abroad.     Hence  every  paftime  is  gree- 
dily fought  after,  that  can  banifh  thought,  and  fave 
th'em  from   their  own  company.     Hence  places  of 
public  entertainment  are  frequented,  parties  of  pleaf- 
ure  are  formed,  plans  of  diflipation  are  concerted, 
and  amufement,  frivolous  amufement,  becomes  the 
ferious  occupation  of  life.     Only  look  around  you 
into  the  world !  Obfervewhat  policy  and  contrivance 
are  continually  put  in  pradice  by  men,  for  pre-en- 
gaging every  day  in  the  week  for  one  idlenefs  or  an- 
other ;  far  doing  nothing,  or  worfe  than  nothings 
and  that  with  fo  much  ingenuity  and  forecaft,  as 
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fcarce  to  leave  an  hour  upon  their  hands  to  reproach 
them. 

Such,  my  brethren,  is  the  life  of  what  is  caUed  the 
worldj  a  repetition  of  the  fame  childiih  conceptions, 
a  perpetual  round  of  the  fame  trifling  amufements. 
If  you  had  been  fent  on  earth  to  play  the  fool ;  if 
your  pilgrimage  through  life  were  merely  a  jaunt  of 
pleafure ;  it  would  be  cruel  and  injurious  to  awaken 
you  from  the  delufion.  But  as  you  profefs  to  be 
Chriftians,  and  believe  this  life  to  be  a  ftate  of  mor- 
al difcipline  and  probation  for  the  next,  it  will  be 
proper  and  feafonable  to  warn  you  of  the  folly  of 
fuch  a  courfe,  and  to  point  out  a  nobler  and  a  hap- 
pier path,  where  at  once  you  may  fee  the  world,  and 
may  adorn  it ;  where  at  once  you  may  improve  your 
time,  and  enjoy  life. 

In  order  to  this,  I  (hall,  in  theory?  place,  give  you 
fome  directions  for  redeeming  or  improving  the  time ; 
and,  in  the  fecond  place,  fet  before  you  the  obliga- 
tions to  the  pradtice  of  this  duty. 

We  begin  with  dtredions  for  redeeming  the  time. 
In  the/r;^  place,  treafure  up  in  your  memory  a  ftorc 
of  ufe^l  knowledge,  as  a  proper  foundation  of  emr 
plpyment  to  the  mind. 

It  has  been  the  complaint  of  difcontented  men  in 
all  ages,  that  life  is  a  fcene  of  dulnefs,  not  worth  a 
wife  man's  care,  where  the  fame  things  come  over 
and  over  like  a  tale  that  is  told,  which,  however  en- 
tertaining it  may  appear  when  it  is  new,  yet,  by  fre- 
quent repetition,  at  laft  becomes  tedious  and  infipid. 
The  confequence  of  which  has  been,  that  many,  view- 
ing the  pi£ture  in  this  difagreeable  light,  have  been 
inclined^o  throw  off  all  ferious  concern  about  their 
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Aily>  to  give  themfelres  up  to  habits  of  indoleace 
attd  languor^  and  to  piake  no  other  ufe  of  their  timet 
hit  til  ftudy  how  to  trifle  it  away.  True  it  is  indeed^ 
that  the  days  of  many  have  thus  been  fpent  in  vain ; 
that  their  life  has-been  a  barren  circle^  within  which 
they  have  been  enchanted,  going  round  and  round , 
ever  in  motion,  but  never  making  any  advances.  But 
although  many  have  made  life  a  dull  round  of  infig* 
itificant  a£tions,  yet  no  man  had  ever  occafion  to  make 
it  fo.  It  is  indeed  fo  to  the  brutes,  who  foon  arrive  at 
that  pitch  of  perfe&ion  which  is  allotted  to  their  na« 
tures,  where  they  muft  flop  ihort  without  a  poiEbiKty 
of  going  ferther*  Senfe,  which  is  their  higheft  power^ 
moves  in  a  narrow  fphere ;  its  objeds  are  few  in  num; 
ber,  and  grofs  in  kind,  and  therefore  not  only  corner 
more  quickly  round,  but  alfo  grow  more  infipid  at 
every  revolution. 

But  man  is  endowed  with  nobler  faculties,  and  is 
prefented  with  nobler  objedis  whereon  to  exercife 
and  employ  them.  The  contemplation  of  all  divine 
truth  to  engage  his  underftanding ;  the  beauties  of 
the  natural  and  moral  world  to  attrad  and  captivate 
his  aflFedions ;  the  power,  the  wifdom,  and  the  good-» 
nefs  of  God,  manifefted  in  the  works  of  Creation,  of 
Providence,  and  of  Redemption,  to  e»lt  his  admi- 
ration, and  call  forth  all  bis  praife.  What  employ* 
ment  can  be  more  worthy  of  a  rational  being,  or 
better  adapted  to  the  faculties  of  an  immortal  fpirit, 
than  thus  to  fearch  out  the  order,  the  beauty,  and  the 
benevolence  of  nature,  to  trace  the  Everlafling  in 
his  works,  and  to  mark  the  impreflion  of  his  creating 
band»  yet  recent  on  a  beautiful  world  ?  Or  if  we 
turn  our  eyes  towards  the  moral  fyftem^  to  ohfervc^ 
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a  higher  oi^er  of  tilings,  aad  a  greater  exertion  of 
DiTiiutjy  in  adjuding  the  plan  of  Providence,  in 
bringing  light  from  darknefs,  and  good  from  evil,  in 
caufing  the  mod  unconneded  and  contrary  events  to 
co-operate  to  one  great  end,  and  making  all  to  iflue 
in  the  general  good.  Here  is  a  noble  path  for  a  ra- 
tional creature  to  travel  in.  Whilft  day  unto  day 
thus  teaches  wifdom,  night  unto  night  will  increafe 
pleafure.  The  man  who  is  thus  trained  up  to  the 
admiration  of  the  works  of  God,  and  who  has  tailed 
the  fpirit  of  thefe  fublime  enjoyments,  will  not  ^om- 
plain  of  the  infignificance  and  languor  of  Ufe.  Thefe 
ftudies  will  afford  an  occupation  at  all  hours.  They 
will  make  your  own  thoughts  an  entertainment  ta 
you,  and  open  a  fountain  of  happinefs  at  home. 
They  will  diffufe  fomewhat  of  heaven  over  the  mind ; 
they  will  introduce  you  beforehand  into  the  fociety 
of  angels  and  bleffed  fpirits  above,  and  already  pre« 
pare  you  to  bear  a  part  in  that  beautiful  hymn  of 
heaven,  '*  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works, 
^^  Lord  God  Almighty ;' juft  and  true  are  all  thy 
«  ways,  thou  King  of  Saints." 

Secondly^  Have  fome  end  in  view ;  fome  objed:  to 
employ  the  mind,  and  call  forth  its  latent  powers. 

In  devifing,  or  in  executing  a  plan ;  in  engaging 
»  the  whirl  of  adive  life,  the  foul  feems  to  unfold 
its  being,  and  to  enjoy  itfelf.  Man  is  not  like  the 
foil  on  which  he  lives,  which  fpends  its  powers  in 
exercife,  and  requires  repofe,  in  order  to  recruit  its 
wafted  ftrength,  and  prepare  it  for  new  exertions. 
A£tivity  is  an  eflential  attribute  of  mind.  Its  facul- 
ties exift  only  when  they  are  exercifed ;  it  gains  a 
new  acceffion  of  ftrength  from  every  new  exertion, 
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and  the  greater  acquifitions  it  makes,  it  is  enabled  to 
make  ilill  greater.     It  is  not  a  brook  formed  by  the 
fhower ;  it  is  a  living  fountain,  which  is  for  ever  flow- 
ing, and  yet  for  ever  full.    This  will  account  for  an 
obfervatiqn  that  we  have  often  occafion  to  make  in 
life,  that  none  have  fo  little  leifure  as  thofe  who  are 
entirely  idle ;  that  none  complain  fo  much  of  the 
want  of  time  as  thofe  who  have  nothing  to  do.     The 
fad  is,  they  want  that  energy  of  foul  which  is  recjui- 
fite  to  every  exertion,  and  that  habit  of  aftivity  which 
applies  to  every  thing.     Indolence  unmans  the  facul- 
ties ;  impairs  and  debilitates  the  whole  intelledual 
fyftem.     Thofe,  who,  under  its  influence,. become  a 
kind  of  perpefual  fleepers,  degrade  themfelves  from 
the  honors  of  their  nature,  and  are  dead  while  they 
live.     A  habit  of  aftivity  is  a  moft  valuable  acquifl- 
tion.     He  who  is  poflefled  of  it,  is  fit  for  all  events, 
and  may  be  happy  in  every  fituation.     This  habit  is 
only  to  be  acquired  by  purfuing  fome  great  objed 
that  may  agitate  the  mind.    Think  not  that -your  la- 
bour may  be  fpent  in  vain.     Nothing  is  in  vain  that 
roufes  the  foul :  nothing  in  vain  that  keeps  the  ethe- 
rial  fire  alive  and  glowing.     The  profpefl:  of  fome- 
thing  coming  forward  ;  the  pleafure  and  the  pride 
which  the  mind  takes  in  its  own  adion,  beget  infen- 
fibly  that  habit  of  induftry  which  will  abide  through 
life. 

Thirdly^  Set  apart  fixed  and  ftated  hours  for  the 
important  duties  of  life. 

It  is  the  misfortune  of  great  part  of  men,  that  they 
have  no  fixed  plan  of  a£ting.  They  live  extempore. 
They  aft  at  random.  They  are  always  led  by  inftan- 
taneousimpulfe,  and  are  driven  to  and  fraas  inclina- 
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lion  varies*  Their  life  rolls  on  through  a  courfe  of 
mi/pent  time,  and  unconneded  years,  and  appears 
upon  review,  like  the  path  of  a  cloud  in  the  air, 
which  leaves  no  trace  behind  it.  It  was  the  cuftom 
of  the  great  Alfred,  one  of  the  Englifh  kings,  to  di^ 
vide  the  day  into  three  parts,  which  he  meafured  by 
the  burning  of  tapers.  One  part  he  employed  in  the 
cares  of  the  government ;  another  part  he  dedicated 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  liberal  arts;  the  third  he  devo- 
ted to  religion.  It  would  be  happy  for  you,  my  breth- 
ren, if,  in  this  refped,  you  would  imitate  fuch  an  il- 
luftrious  example.  Let,  at  leaft,  one  part  of  your  time 
be  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  God.  When  the  morning 
afcends  from  the  eaft,  let  it  be  your-firfl  care  to  of- 
fer up  your  earlieft  thoughts  as  incenfe  to  Heaven  ^ 
to  add  your  praifes  to  the  hymns  and  hofannas  of  the 
angels  in  light,  and  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfed. 
When  the  fliades  of  the  night  fallaround  you,  let  it 
be  your  conflant  care  to  implore  the  pardoning  mer- 
cy of  God  for  the  errors  of  the  pad  day,  and  to  commit 
yourfelves  to  the  prote&ion  of  His  Providence  who 
{lumbers  not  nor  fleeps.  In  particular,  let  this  day, 
which  is  facred  to  the  ^memory  of  a  Saviour's  refur- 
reCtion  from  the  dead ;.  which  is  a  memorial  of  the 
full  accomplifhment  of  our  redemption  -,  let  this  day 
be  fet  apart  for  holy  contemplation  on  the  wonders 
of  redeeming  love,  on  the  height  and  depth  and 
and  breadth  and  length  of  the  love  of  Jefus  to  our 
race,  which  pafieth  all  underftanding  ;  which  promp- 
ted him  to  forego  the  glories  of  his  divine  nature  for 
a  time,  to  take  upon  him  the  robe  of  humanity,  to 
lead  a  life  of  forrows  upon  earth,  and  to  fufFer  a  cru- 
el and  ignominious,  and  an  accurfed  death.    Let  us 
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contemplate  this  amiable  and  divine  love^  till  we  tre 
changed  into  the  fame  image,  and  feel  within  our- 
felves  an  earneft  and  anticipation  of  that  everiaftlng 
Sabbath  of  joy  which  is  referved  for  the  righteous 
in  the  world  to  come,  when  time  Ihall  be  no  more. 

In  iho  fourth  place,  Endeavour  to  diftinguifh  your 
days  by  fome  good  deed. 

As  thofe  who  are  intent  to  amafs  a  fortune,  attend 
to  fmall  fums,  in  like  manner,  if  you  would  wi(h  ta 
improve  your  time,  you  muft  take  care  not  to  lofe  a 
day.  Many  are  the  ways,  and  frequent  the  occa- 
fions,  which  daily  prefent  themfelves,  of  adding,  to 
your  true  happinefs,  of  improving  your  natures,  and 
promoting  the  interefts  of  fociety.  You  have  all  the 
world  before  you  where  to  aft,  and  the  whole  of  hu- 
man life  as  a  theatre  of  virtue.  Through  the  affift- 
ance  of  divine  grace,  conquer  the  excefs  of  paffion^ 
correft  fome  irregular  defire,  and  obtain  a  viftory 
over  the  vices  that  war  againft  the  foul.  Let  your 
goodnefs  extend  to  fociety,  and  fpread  over  the  land, 
like  the  light  of  the  morning.  Can  there  be  any  ^m^ 
ployment  fo  agreeable  to  a  benevolent  mind,  and  fa 
congenial  to  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity,  as  to  aiTuage 
the  boifterous  paf&ons,  and  reconcile  the  jarring  in* 
terefts  of  men  ;  to  open  the  eye  which  prejudice  has 
ihut ;  to  charm  down  the  fpirit  of  party,  and  to  tinite 
all  your  neighbours  in  one  great  family  of  love  ?  Is 
not  the  employment  god-like  ;  is  not  the  joy  divine, 
to  brighten  up  the  face  that  was  overcail  with  fad- 
nefs ;  to  wipe  the  tears  from  the  ch^ek  of  forrow ; 
to  turn  the  voice  of  mourning  into  the  notes  of  joy ; 
to  makfe  mifery  and  wo  vanifli  before  us  like  dark- 
ftefe  before  the  fun  j  to  Tcfrefh  with  fhowers  of  blcf- 
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ftngs  the  dry  and  barren  land  whereiii  no  water  is, 
and,  co-operating  with  a  beneficent  Providence,  to 
watch  for  the  haj^neft  of  the  world  ?  Where  is  there 
any  one  fo  deftitute  of  the  gifts  of  grace,  of  nature, 
and  of  fortune,  as  to  have  no  mite  to  throw  into  the 
public  treafury  ?  He  who  cannot  pretend  to  enlighten 
or  reform  the  world,  may  inftrud  his  ignorant,  or 
comfort  his  afBifled  neighbour  :  he  who  cannot 
communicate  inftrufUon,  may  give  alms.  If  even 
thefe  are  not  in  your  power,  the  gate  of  heaven  is 
ever  open;  the  throne  of  grac«  is  ever  acceffible; 
and  by  your  interceflion  with  God,  fociety  may  reap 
more  benefit,  than  from  the  bounty  of  the  opulent, 
or  the  labours  of  the  learned.  It  was  thus  that  Job 
improved  his  time,  as  we  learn  from  his  affeding 
complaint,  when  he  reviewed  the  days  of  his  prof- 
perity :  ^  O  that  I  were  as  in  months  paft,  as  in  the 
^^  days  when  God  preferved  me  ^  as  in  the  days  of  my 
*^  youth,  when  the  candle  of  the  Lord  ihined  upon  my 
'^  head,  when  the  Almighty  was  yet  with  me,  when 
^^  my  children  were  about  me ;  when  the  ear  heard 
*^  me,  then  it  blefled  me,  when  the  eye  faw  me,  it 
^^  gave  witnefs  to  me,  becaufe  I  delivered  the  poor 
^^  that  cried,  the  &therlels,  and  him  that  had  none 
^^  to  help  him.  I  was  eyes  to  the  blind,  feet  was  I 
^  to  the  lame :  I  was  a  £sither  to  the  poor,  and  the 
^^caufe  which  I  knew  not,  I  fearched  out.  The 
^  ftranger  did  not  lodge  in  the  ftreet ;  I  opened  my 
*^  doors  to  the  traveller*  The  loins  of  the  naked 
^  blefied  me,  and  were  watmed  with  the  fleeces  of 
"  my  flock.  The  blefling  of  him  that  was  ready  to 
**  perifli  came  upon  me,  aild  I  caufed  the  widow's 
•*  heart  to  fjng  for  joy.** 
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In  the  Iqft  place,  Accuftomyourfelves  to  frequent 
felf-examination. 

Call  yourfelves  to  an  account  at  the  clofe  of  the 
day.  Inquire  what  you  have  been  doing ;  whether 
you  have  lofl:  a  day  or  redeemed  the  time.  Have 
you  learned  any  ufeful  truth  ?  treafurc  it  up  in  your 
heart,  as  a  valuable  acquifition ;  make  it  a  principle 
of  adion,  and  bring  it  into  life.  Have  you  done  a 
good  deed  ?  then  enjoy  the  felf-approving  hour,  and 
give  thanks  unto  God  for  the  pleafures  of  virtue, 
and  the  teftimony  of  a  good  confcience.  Have  you 
been  led  aftray  by  temptation,  and  overtaken  in  a 
fault  ?  repent .  fincerely  of  your  pad  tranfgreffion ; 
implore  the  mercy  of  God,  through  the  merits  of  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  and  refolve,  through  divine  grace,  to  be 
more  guarded  in  the  time  to  come.  Did  we,  my 
brethren,  thus  make  a  ftudy  of  a  holy  life  ;  were  we 
as  much  in  earneft  about  improving  the  foul  in  pie^ 
ty  and  virtue,  as  we  are  about  many  trifling  con- 
cerns, to  what  high  degrees  of  fanftity, might  we  af- 
cend !  How  pleafant  would  it  be  at  the  clofe  of  any 
period  of  tiq;ie,  to  look  back  on  a  life,  no  feafon  of 
which  was  fpent  in  vaint ;  to  number  up  the  days, 
the  months,  the  years,  that  are  marked  with  good 
deeds ;  to  behold  our  youth,  our  manhood,  and  our 
age,  as  fo  many  ilages  ip  our  journey  to  the  land  of 
Emanuel  ?  This  would  infpire  us  with  that  peace  of 
God  which  pafleth  all  underftanding.  This  would 
cheer  the  traveller  in  the  decline  of  his  days.  His 
evening  would  be  bright  and  pleafant,  and  his  Tun 
go  down  in  glory.  Life  thus  fpent  would  make  us 
triumph  in  death.  Time  thus  improved  would 
make  us  rejoice  through  all  eternity. 
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1  have  thus  given  you  fome  dire&ions  for  the 
proper  irnprovement  of  time;  The  fecond  thing  pro- 
pofed,  was  to  fct  before  you  the  obligations  to  the 
pra£Uce  of  this  duty,  which  I  ihall  do  by  confidering, 
in  the  Jlrfi  place,  your  nature  as  men,  and,  in  the 
/ec^nd  place,  your  expedations  as  Chriftians. 

In  the  Jlrji  place.  Let  us  confider  our  nature  as 
men. 

It  is  a  ftudy  full  of  inftruftion  to  the  curious  or 
the  pious  mind,  to  contemplate  the  appearances 
in  the  univerfe,  and  trace  the  laws  by  which  it  is  gov- 
erned. Ail  nature  is  bufy  and  aflive.  Something 
is  ever  coming  forward  in  the  creation ;  in  the  mor- 
al world,  as  well  as  in  the  natural,  there  is  a  defign 
going  on.  The  great  purpofe  of  nature  in  our  fyf- 
tern  is  to  diffufe  exiftence ;  to  multiply  all  the  forms 
of  matter  and  claffes  of  being.  Every  element  is 
ftored  with  inhabitants.  Ev^n  the  lonelieft  defert  is 
populous,  and  putrefadion  is  pregnant  with  life* 
Worlds  are  inclofed  in  worlds,  and  fyftems  of  being 
going  on,  that  efcape  the  eye  of  fenfe. 

Such  is  the  plan  of  Providence  in  this  inferior 
world.  The  order  eftabliflied  at  the  firft  of  time  is, 
ftill  advancing.  The  divine  Spirit,  who  at  the  begin* 
ning  moved  upon  the  face  of  the  deep,  and  turned  a 
chaos  into  a  beautiful  world,  ftill  continues  to  move^ 
inform,  and  aduate  the  great  machine.  Nothing  in 
nature  is  at  reft ;  all  is  alive,  all  is  in  motion  in  the 
great  fyftem  of  God.  Thou  too,  O  man !  art  ap< 
pointed  to  adion.  The  love  of  occupation  is  ftrong- 
iy  implanted  in  thy  nature.  One  way  or  another, 
thou  muft  be  always  employed.  Wo  to  the  man, 
who  by  his  own  folly  is  doomed  to  bear  the  paim  and 
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^  penalties  of  idlenefs.  Reft  is  the  void  ivhich  mind 
abhors.  An  idle  man  is  the  moil  miferabl<:  of  all  the 
creatures  of  God.  He  falls  upon  a  thoufand  fchemes 
to  fill  up  his  hours,  and  rather  than  want  employ- 
ment, is  contented  to  lie  upon  the  torture  of  the 
mind,  while  the  cards  are  fhuffling,  or  the  die  is  de* 
pending.  The  glory  of  our  nature  is  foimded  upon 
exertions  of  adivity.  From  the  want  of  them,  thofc 
in  the  more  affluent  ftations  of  life,  whoie  fortune  is 
made  at  their  birth,  fo  often  fail  in  attaining  to  the 
higher  improvements  and  honors  of,  their  nature. 
Have  you  not,  on  the  other  hand,  feen  men,  when 
bufinefs  roufed  them  from  their  ufual  indolence, 
when  great  occafion  called  them  forth,  difcover  a 
fpirit  to  which  they  were  ftrangers  before,  and  difplay 
to  the  world  abilities  and  virtues  which  feemed  to  be 
born  with  the  occafion  ?  While  there  are  fo  many 
fplendid  objefts  to  allure  the  mind,  why  truft  your 
charaQ:er  to  be  evolved  by  accident  j  why  leave  your 
glory  in  the  power  of  fortune  ? 

This  activity  is  not  only  the  fource  of  our  exceU 
lence,  but  alfo  gives  rife  to  our  greateft  enjoyments. 
Even  the  lower  clafs  of  enjoyments,  animal  pleafures, 
are  not  only  confiftent  with  a  life  of  aftivity,  but  aU 
fo  derive  from  it  additional  fweets.  Hours  of  leifure, 
fuppofe  hours  of  employment  j  they  alone  will  relifh 
the  feaft,  who  have  felt  the  fatigues  of  the  chafe. 
But  mere  animal  pleafures  are  not  of  themfelves  ob- 
jefts  for  a  wife  or  a  good  man.  *  Unlefs  they  are  un- 
der the  diredion  of  tafte  ;  unlefs  they  have  the  ac- 
companiments of  elegance  and  grace ;  unlefs  they 
promote  friendfliip  and  focial  joy  ;  unlefs  they  come 
at  proper  intcrvals,^nd  have  the  additional  heighteiu 
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lag  of  being  a  relief  from  bufinefs,  they  foon  pall 
upoo  the  appetite,  and  difguft  by  repetition.    Hat 
fofuTuaiity  a  charm  when  thy  friend  is  in  danger,  ot 
thy  country  calls  to  arms  ?  Who  liilens  to  the  voice 
of  the  viol,  when  the  trumpet  founds  the  alarm  o( 
battle  ?    When  the  mind  is  ftruck  with  the  grand  and 
the  iiifalime  of  human  life,  it  difdains  inferior  things, 
and,  kindling  with  the  occasion,  rejoices  to  put  forth 
all  its  ftrength.     Obftacles  in  the  way  only  give  ad» 
ditional  ardour  to  the  purfuit ;  and  the  prize  appears 
then  the  moft  tempting  to  the  view,  when  the  aicent 
is  arduous,  and  when  the  path  is  marked  with  blood* 
Hence  that  life  is  choCbn,  where  incentives  to  a&ion 
abound ;  hence  fisridus  engagements  are  the  prefer* 
able  objeds  of  purfuit ;  hence  the  mod  animating  oc** 
Gallons  of  life  are  calls  to  danger  and  hardihip,  not 
invitations  to  fafety  and  eafe ;  and  hence  man  him«- 
ielf,  in  his  higheft  excellence,  is  £ound  to  pine  in  tha 
lap  of  repofe,  and  to  exult  in  the  midft  of  alarms 
that  feem  to  threaten  his  being.    All  tjbe  faculties  of 
his  frame  engage  him  to  adion :  the  higher  powers 
of  the  fbul^  as  well  as  the  fofter  feelings  of  the  heart ; 
wifdom  and  magnanimity,  as  well  as  pity  and  tender- 
nefs,  carry  a  manifeft  reference  to  the  arduous  car- 
reer he  has  to  run,  the  dif&culties  with  which  he  is 
deftined  to  ftruggle,  and  the  iGorrows  he  is  appointed 
to  bear.     H2q>pinefs  to  him  is  an  exertion  of  fouL 
They  know  not  what  they  fay,  who  cry  out,  <'  Let 
**  us  build  tabernacles  of  reft/*     They  miftake  very 
much  the  nature  of  man,  and  go  in  queft  of  felicity 
10  no  purpoie,  who  leek  for  it  in  what  are  called  the 
enjoyments  of  life ;  who  leek  for  it  in  a  terminatioQ 
of  labour  and  a  period  of  repgfe.    1$  is  not  in  the 
I 
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calm  fcene ;  it  is  in  the  temped: ;  it  is  in  the  whirl-* 
wind  ;  it  iS  in  the  thunder  that  this  Genius  refides. 
When  once  you  have  difcovered  the  bias  of  the 
mind  ;  when  once  you  have  recognifed  your  path  in 
life ;  when  once  you  have  found  out  the  objeft  of  the 
foul,  you  will  bend  to  it  alone ;  like  an  eagle  when 
he  has  tailed  the  blood  of  his  prey,  who  difdains  the 
objefbs  of  his  former  purfuit,  and  follows  on  in 'his 
path  through  the  heavens. 

Thus  have  I  fet  before  you  your  obligations  as 
men,  to  make  a  right  ufe  of  life,  and  have  (hown 
you,  from  the  principles  of  nature  alone,  without 
having  recourfe  to  Chriflianity,  that  the  excellency 
and  the  happlnefs  of  man  confiils  in  a  virtuous  courfe 
of  a£tion,  and  in  making  a  proper  improvement  of 
time.  Let  us  now,  in  the  fecond  place,  take  in  the 
confiderations  fuggefted  by  the  Chriftian  religion, 
and  fee  what  new  obligations  arife  from  it,  to  urge 
us  to  redeem  the  time. 

It  is  the  doftrine  of  revelation,  then,  that  the  pref- 
ent  life  is  a  ftate  of  probation  for  the  life  to  come ; 
that  we  are  now  training  up  for  an  everlafUng  ex« 
iftence ;  and  that  according  to  our  works  here,  we 
(hall  be  judged  in  a  future  world.  -According,  there- 
fore, as  you  now  fow,  hereafter  yon  fhall  reap.  The 
time  is  now  paifing  that  decides  your  fate  for  ever. 
The  hours  are  at  this  inftant  on  the  wing,  upon 
which  eternity  depends.  In  this  view,  let  me  exhort 
you  to  look  back  upon  your  pad  life.  Call  your 
former  hours  to  an  account.  Afk  them  what  report 
they  have  carried  to  heaven.  -  Is  there  any  thing  in 
your  life,  to  diftinguifli  it  from  mere  exiftence  ?  Do 
you  difcern  any  thing  but  fiiadows  in  that  niirror 
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\7bich  remembrance  holds  up  ?  Is  the  book  of  mem« 
ojy  one  vaft  blank,  or  blotted  all  over  ?  If  this  be  the 
cafe,  and  I  am  afraid  it  //  the  cafe  with  a  great  part 
of  men,  what  better  are  ye  than  the  animals  of  the 
field  or'  the  foreft  ?  Like  you  they  fleep  and  they 
vake ;  like  you  they  eat  and  they  drink ;  like  you 
they  perform  the  various  fundions  of  nature.  Alas  ! 
my  brethren,  did  Almigiity^God  create  you  after 
his  own  image,  that  you  might  fink  that  image  to 
the  refemblance  of  a  bead  ?  For,  what  have  you 
done  fince  you  came  into  being,  to  diftinguifh  your- 
fGlves  from  the  brutes  that  periih  ?  Have  you  glorifi- 
ed  God  in  all  your  adions  ?  Have  you  made  your 
calling  and  eledion  fure,  by  alively  faith  in  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  by  repentance  from  dead  works,  and  by 
univerfal  purity  of  heart  and  life  ?  Have  ydu  enrich- 
ed your  mind  with  the  treafures  of  wifdom  ?  Have 
you  adorned  your  life  with  the  beauties  of  holinefs  ? 
Have  you  laid  up  many  deeds  of  piety  and  charity, 
as  a  good  foundation  againft  the  time  to  come  ?  Un- 
lefs  you  have  done  thefe  things,  you  have  done 
nothing.  You  have  been  blanks  in  the  univerfe. 
You  are  as  if  you  had  never  been.  You  have  been 
fad:  aileep ;  nor  has  your  fleep  been  the  lefs  found, 
that  you  have  dreamed  you  were  awake. 

I  now  call  upon  you  to  arife,  or  be  for  ever  fallen. 
It  is  now  high  time  to  awake.  Almighty  God  now 
calls  upon  you  to  finifli  the  work  which  he  hath  giv- 
en you  to  do.  Glory  and  honor  and  immortality  are 
fet  before  ydft  Vv  them  and  be  doing,  and  the 
Lord  Ihall  be  with  tkec.  With  fuch  views  of  your 
duty,  and  upon  thefe  prLpciples  of  aftion,  you  will 
never  join  in  the  apology  '^hich   fome  make  for 
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themfelved,  that  the  general  tdiior  of  th«if  life  if 
innocent,  and  that  thej  have  at  lea(l  the  H^gatit^ 
merit  to  do  no  harm.  Perhaps  this  accouiit  may- 
be true ;  but  let  me  alk  fuch  perfons.  Hate  ydu  ever 
confidercd  the  parable  of  the  mafter  who  called  hia 
fervants  to  account  ?  He  delivered  talents  to  each  of 
them,  according  as  he  faw  fit,  with  this  charge^  *'  Oc*. 
**  cupy  till  I  come/'  The  fervant  who  received  the 
one  talent,  was  negligent  and  flothful.  He  wrapt  up 
his  talent  in  a  napkin,  and  hid  it  in  the  earth.  He 
thought  he  did  well,  if  he  fecured  the  capital  till  his 
Lord's  return.  But  the  mafter  received  the  talent 
with  indignation.  He  caft  the  unprofitable  fetvant 
into  outer  darknefs,  and  condemned  him  to  weeping 
and  wailing  and  gnafhing  of  teeth.  The  poor  wretch 
Ivas  neither  a  thief  rior  ±  murderer.  He  had  hot  wift* 
ed  his  Lord^s  goods*  tie  had  your  plea,  h^  had  done 
no  harm.  But  he  was  found  guilty  of  idlenefs  and 
iloth ;  he  received  his  fentehce,  and  was  condemn- 
cd  to  punifliment^  That  which  is  the  gro^lnd  of  yout 
(ecurity,  could  not  fave  him  from  condemnation. 

But  in  good  earneft.  Do  you  no  harm  I  Is  it  iio 
harm  to  wander  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  in  a 
labytinth  of  amufements,  either  vain  or  childiib  ?  la 
It  no  harm  to  wifte  in  diflipation  and  expenfive 
]^leafure,'that  wealth  which  might  h^vi  faved  an 
honeft  family  from  beggary  and  want  ?  Is  it  no  harm 
to  fquander  in  one  continued  round  of  vanity  and 
folly^  thofe  precious  hours  on  which  your  future  hap- 
pinefs  depends  ?  If  there  be  harm  in  human  a£Uons, 
fits  is  harm.  It  is  a  criminal  negligence  which  will 
^urn  the  fcale  of  your  eternal  doom. 

To  you,  my  younger  friends,  this  duty  recom^ 
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foendfi  itfelf  under  the  mod  interefting  claims.  Tou 
are  now  in  that  period,  when  time  can  be  improved 
to  the  bed  advantage.  With  you,  every  hour  of  life 
U  precidus*  The  mifimprovement  of  youthful  days 
18  more  than  the  lofs  of  time*  It  were  of  little  con- 
fequence  to  throw  away  a  few  days  from  your  life  ^ 
but  along  with  thefe,  you  cut  off  the  fubftantial  im- 
provements, the  real  joys  of  maturer  age.  Figure  to 
yourfelves  the  lofs  which  the  year  would  fuftain,  if 
the  fpring  were  taken  away ;  fuch  a  lofs  you  fuftain. 
No  tears,  nor  lamentations,  nor  bitter  upbraidings, 
will  ever  recall  that  golden  period.  The  ftar  fets,  to 
rife  no  more  ;  the  flood  rolls  away,  never  to  return. 

Your  own  experience,  my  aged  brethren,  will 
urge  the  inftant  neceflity  of  redeeming  the  time. 
Gonfider  the  fate  that  awaits  you  foon.  A  few  fteps 
will  bring  you  to  the  threihold  of  that  houfe  which 
is  appointed  for  all  living.  Man  that  is  born  of  a 
woman  is  of  few  days.  He  cometh  forth  as  a  flow- 
er, and  is  cut  down ;  he  flieth  as  a  fliadow,  and  con* 
tinueth  not.  By  the  unalterable  law  of  nature,  all 
things  here  haften  to  an  end.  An  irrefiftible  rapid** 
ity  hurries  every  thing  to  the  abyfs  of  eternity  j  to 
that  awful  abyfs,  to  which  all  things  go,  and  from 
which  nothing  returns.  The  great  drama  of  life  is 
perpetually  going  on.  Age  fucceeds  to  age,  and 
generation  to  generation.  Not  long  ago,  our  fathera 
trod  the  path  which  their  fathers  had  trodden  before 
them ;  we  have  come  into  their  room,  and  now  fup- 
ply  their  places.  In  a  little  time  we  muft  refign  to 
another  race,  who  in  their  turn  alfo  fliall  pafs  away, 
and  give  place  to  a  new  ^generation.  The  race  of 
men)  faith  a  Jewiih  writer,  is  like  the  leaves  of  the 
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trees*  They  come  forth  in  the  fpring,  and  clothe 
the  wood  with  robes  of  green.  In  autumn  they 
wither ;  they  fall ;  the  winter  wind  fcatters  them  on 
the  earth.  Another  race  comes  in  the  feafon,  and 
clothes  the  foreft  again. 

Confider  the  world,  my  friends,  as  you  faw  it  at 
firft,  and^as  you  fee  it  now.  You  have  marked  vi- 
ciflitude  and  alteration  in  all  human  affairs.  Tou 
have  feen  changes  in  almoft  every  department  of 
life.  You  have  feen  new  minifters  at  the  court, 
new  judges  on  the  bench,  and  new  priefts  at  the  al- 
tar of  the  Lord.  You  have  feen  different  kings  up- 
on the  throne.  You  have  feen  peace  and  war,  and 
war  and  peace  again.  How  many  of  your  equals  in 
age  have  you  furviyed  ?  How  many  younger  than 
you,  have  you  carried  to  the  grave  ?  Year  after  year 
hath  made  a  blank  in  the  number  of  your  friends. 
Your  own  country  hath  infenfibly  become  a  Jirange 
land,  and  a  new  world  hath  rifen  around  you,  be- 
fore you  perceived  that  the  old  had  paffed  away. 
The  fame  fate  that  hath  taken  away  your  friends, 
awaits  you.  Even  now  the  decree  is  gone  forth. 
The  king  of  terrors  hath  received  his  commiilion, 
and  is  now  on  his  way.  If  you  have  mifemployed 
your  time,  that  talent  which  God  hath  put  into  your 
hand ;  if  your  life  is  marked  with  guilt  or  folly,  how 
will  you  anfwer  to  your  own  heart  at  that  awful  hour  ? 
For  previous  to  the  general  doom.  Almighty  God 
hath  appointed  a  day  of  judgment  in  the  breq/l  of  ev- 
ery man.  The  laji  hour  is  ordained  to  pafs  fentence 
on  all  the  reft.  The  adiohs  of  your  former  life  will 
there  meet  you  again.  How  will  you  then  anfwer  at 
the  bar  of  your  own  heart,  when  the  cQllefted  crimes 
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cf  a  lengthened  life,  at  one  viewy  ihzWJlaJh  upon  the 
mind  j  when  the  ghojis  of  your  departed  hours,  of 
thofe  hours  which  you  have  murdered^  fhall  rife  up 
in  terrible  array,  and  look  you  in  the  face  ?  What 
would  you  then  give  for  that  time  which  you  now 
throw  away  ?  What  would  the  wretch  who  lies  on  a 
bed  of  agony,  extended  and  groaning,  who  feels  in 
his  heart  the  poifoned  arrow  of  death ;  who,  looking 
back  on  his  pad  life,  turns  afide  from  the  view ;  who, 
looking  forward  to  futurity,  difcerns  no  beam  of  hope 
to  break  that  utter  darknefs  which  overwhelms  him ; 
what  would  he  then  give  for  thofe  hours  which  you 
now  deipife,  to  make  his  peace  with  Heaven,  and  fit 
him  for  his  paiTage  into  the  world  unknown  ?  Re- 
member,  my  friends,  that  this  is  no  imaginary  cafe  ; 
it  is  a  cafe  which  may  foon  be  your  own.  Be  wife, 
therefore,  while  wifdom  can  avail,  and  fave  your- 
felves  from  the  agony  of  repenting  in  bitternefs  of  . 
foul,  when  all  repentance  may  be  in  vain. 

To  fum  up  all  j  my  friends,  the  time  is  fhort.  We 
are  as  guefts  in  a  ftrange  land,  who  tarry  but  one 
night.  We  wander  up  and  down  in  a  place  of 
graves.  We  read  the  epitaphs  upon  the  tombs  of 
the  deceafed.  We  (hed  a  few  fears  over  the  aihes 
of  the  dead ;  and,  in  a  little  time,  we  need  from  our 
furviving  friends  the  tears  we  paid  to  the  memory  of 
our  friends  departed. 

Time  is  precious.  The  time  is  now  paffing  that 
fixes  our  fate  for  ever.  The  hours  are,  at  this  in* 
ftant  on  the  wing,  which  carry  along  with  them  your 
eternal  happinefs  or  eternal  mifery. 

Time  is  irrecoverable.  The  clock  is  wound  *  up 
once  for  all ;  the  hand  is  advancing,  and,  in  a  little 
time,  irftrikes  your  laft  hour. 
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Psalm  iv.  4. 

Stand  in  awe.^^^ 

When  the  Patriarch  Jacob  departed 
from  his  father's  houfe,  and  entered  on  that  (late  of 
pilgrimage,  which  only  terminated  with  his  life,  he 
lighted  on  a  certain  place,  where  he  tarried  all  the 
night;  Agreeably  to  the  fimplicity  of  the  ancient 
world,  he  laid  himfelf  down  to  reft  upon  the  open 
plain  ;  without  any  pillow  but  a  ftone  of  the  field  ; 
and  without  any-covering  but  the  curtains  of  heaven. 
A  ftranger  he  was  to  the  elegance  and  luxury  of  af- 
•  ter  times,  but  he  enjoyed  pleafures  of  a  higher  kind. 
The  God  of  his  fathers  was  with  him.  In  the  pa- 
triarchal ages,  before  a  public  revelation  was  given 
to  the  world,  the  Deity  frequently  appeared  to  holy 
men  in  dreams,  and  vifions  of  the  night.  According- 
ly, Jacob,  in  his  dream,  beheld  a  ladder  fet  upon  the 
earth,  the  top  of  it  reaching  unto  the  heavens,  and 
upon  it  the  angels  of  God  afcending  and  defcending : 
and  behold  !  the  Lord  ftood  above,  and  faid,  "  I  am 
"  the  Lord  God  of  Abraham,  thy  father,  and  the 
"  God  of  Ifaac  \  the  land  whereon  thou  lieft,  to  thee 
"  will  I  give  it,  and  to  thy  feed ;  and  thy  feed  fliall 
"be  as  the  duft  of  the  eiirth;  thou  flialt  fpread 
**  abroad  to  the  eaft  and  to  the  weft ;  to  the  fouth 
*^  and  to  the  north,  and  in  thee,  and  in  thy  feed,  (hall 
**  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  bleflTcd/' . 
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Did  the  Patriarch  awake  m  a  rapture  of  joy,  whea 
^he  bad  been  thus  fo  highly  favoured  of  the  Lord  i 
You  iball  hear  :#^^  And  Jacob  awaked  out  of  his  fleep, 
"  and  he  faid.  Surely  the  Lord  is  in  this  place,  and 
"  I  knew  it  not :  and  he  was  afraid,  and  faid,  How 
*^  dreadful  19  this  place !  This  is  none  other  but  the 
^*  houfe  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  heavent " 
Though  he  had  afcended  in  the  vifions  of  God,  and 
beheld  (cenes  of  glory  which  few  ^re  admitted  to 
fee ;  though  be  had  received  the  mod  gracious  prom* 
ifea  of  perfonal  fafety,  of  profperous  increafe  to  hi9 
defendants,  and  of  the  Mefliah  whp  wa$  to  fpring 
from  hi$  race,  neverthelefs  an  impreffion  of  rever- 
ence and  awe  was  the  laft  which  remained  upon  his 
mind. 

In  tike  manner,  my  friends,  although  you  have  the 
near  profped  of  commemorating  the  moft  joyful  e- 
vent  which  fignalizes  the  annals  of  time,  yet  if,,  at  the 
approaching  folemnity,  God  ihall  be  in  this  place» 
you  will  experience  that  ftate  of  mind  which  the  Pa* 
triarch  was  in  when  he  awoke  from  his  dream,  and 
an  impreffion  of  f^rioufnefs  and  awe  will  keep"  its 
hold  of  your  heart.  There  is  a  degree  of  reverence 
and  holy  fear  which  ever  attends  religion.  Even 
when  God  mamfcfts  his  mercy,  it  is,  that  he  may  be 
feared.  Hence  we  are  called  to  fcrve  the  Lord  with 
fear,  and  rejoice  before  him  with  reverence^  AH  q\>^ 
jeds  make  an  impreiHon  upon  the  mind  correfpond* 
ent  to  their  own  n^ure.  A  beautiful  obje^  calls 
forth  pleafing  ideas,  and  excites  a  gay  emotion.  A 
grand  obje^l  leaves  upon  the  mind  an  imprefiion  of 
grandeur.  In  all  fuhlime  fcenei*  there  is  a  mixture 
of  the  awful    The  view  of  the  ikies  by  night  i  the 
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moon  moving  in  the  brightnefs  of  her  courfe  ;  and 
the  hofl  of  heaven  in  filent  majefty  performing  their 
eternal  rounds,  ftrike  an  awe  and  adoration  into  the 
mind  ;  we  feel  divinity  prefent ;  we  bow  down  and 
worfhip  in  the  temple  which  the  Mod  High  God  hath 
built  with  his  hand,  and  hath  filled  with  his  prefence. 
The  prefence  of  a  refpeftable  character  raifes  a  finii- 
lar  impreflion  on  the  mind  ;  and  the  man,  who  fets 
the  Lord  always  before  Jiim,  will  feel  his  heart  im- 
preffed  with  that  mixture  of  ferioufnefs  and  holy  fear, 
which  the  Pfalmift  here  recommends,  when  he  fays, 
*'  Stand  in  awe/' 

In  further  treating  upon  this  fubjed:,  I  fliall,  in  the 
firft  place,  point  out  the  advantages  of  this  feriouf- 
nefs and  reverence  which  we  ought  to  maintain  upon 
our  minds  ;  and,  in  \^<tfe^ond,  place,  fliow  you  the 
fultablenefs  of  this  temper  of  mind  to  our  prefent  ftate. 

lL\\!tjirJi  thing  propofed,  is  to  point  out  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  ferioufnefs  and  reverence  which  we 
ought  to  maintain  upon  our  minds. 

The  great  art  of  happinefs  confifts  in  regulating, 
with  propriety,  the  various  offices  of  human  life.  To 
allow  no  duty  to  interfere  with  another  ;  to  prevent 
devotion  from  growing  auftere  ;  8&id  to  reftrain  en- 
joyment from  being  criminal,  is  the  mark  of  true 
wifdom,  and  of  true  piety.  Every  department  of 
life  is  beautiful  in  its  feafon.  There  is  a  time  to  be 
cheerful,  and  a  time  to  be  ferious  :  an  hour  for  foli- 
tude,  and  an  hour  for  fociety.  Providence  hath  ap« 
pointed  great  part  of  our  happinefs  to  confift  in  foci- 
ety. We  find,  in  every  fituation  of  life,  that  it  is 
not  good  for  us  to  be  alone.  Hence,  civil  fociety  at 
firft  was  inftituted;  hence,  attachments  are  daily 
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formed ;  and  man  is  cemented  to  man  by  every  feel- 
ing of  nature,  and  every  tie  of  the  heart.  But,  as  we 
abttfe  and  corn^>t  every  thing,  the  bieiBng  of  fociety 
is  often  turned  into  a  curfe.  To  innocent  cheerful* 
nefs,  a  wanton  levity  fucceeds,  which  baniihes  fober 
thought,  and  laughs  at  every  thing  that  is  ferious. 
How  often,  in  life,  do  we  meet  with  the  fons  and 
daughters  of  folly,  whofe  fole  bufinefs  is  amufement ; 
whofe  life  is  one  continued  fcene  of  idlenefs  and  dif* 
fipation  ;  everlafting  triflers,  whofe  volatile  minds 
are  perpetually  on  the  wing,  as  if  they  had  been  fent 
to  this  earth  merely  to  play  the  fool  ? 

Not  that!  condemn  cheerful  fociety  and  innocent 
enjoyment.  When  God  gives,  let  man  enjoy.  Let 
us  drink  from  the  fountain  of  joy,  when  we  are  fure 
there  is  no  poifon  in  the  cup.  But,  my  brethren,  I 
muft  remind  you,  that  but  a  narrow  interval,  often 
but  a  fingle  itep,  Kes  between  enjoyment  and  excefs ; 
between  the  voice  of  mirth,' and  the  roar  of  riot ; 
between  innocent  entertainment,  and  a  loofe  and  li- 
centious indulgence.  Look  back  on  your  pad  life, 
and  tell  me,  O  man !  when  was  it  that  you  felt  your- 
felf  mod  ftrongly  inclined  to  go  aftray  ?  When  was 
it  that  you  found  yourfelf  feduced  in  thought,  to 
wander  from  the  paths  of  purity  and  up^ightnefs  ? 
Was  it  not  in  the  hour  of  levity  and  indulgence  ?  Did 
not  your  heart  betray  you  when  your  fpirits  were  el- 
evated ;  when  you  had  banifhed  fober  recolle&ion, 
and  delivered  yourfelf  over  to  the  delirium  of  excef* 
five  joy  ?  Here  then  is  the  advantage  of  ferioufnefs 
and  reverence.  It  places  a  guard  upon  the  heart. 
It  keeps  the  world  and  it«  temptations  at  a  due  dif- 
tance.    It  confecrates  the  mind  in  which  it  refides,  as 
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tfith  the  prefence  of  the  Deity*  A  heart  thu«  im. 
f)rcffcd  with  the  fekt  of  God  will  not  fo  reidily  be  at 
faulted  by  the  tempter  $  nor  fo  eifily  yield  to  the 
temptation.  An  impure  and  profenc  gueft  will  hard- 
ly venture  upon  hallowed  ground,  or  dare  to  tiolate 
thefanaity  of  a  teftiple.  The  prefenceofa  good 
man  k  a  check  upon  the  turbulence  and  u](^'ar  of 
the  giddy  j  they  are  infpired  with  a  reverence  for 
his  charader ;  they  feel  how  awful  goodnefs  is,  and 
teftrain  themfelves  from  thofe  indecent  levities  to 
which  they  are  accuftomed.  If  a  regard  for  man 
has  fuch  influence  upon  the  mind,  whit  may  the 
fear  of  God  be  fuppofed  to  have  ?  The  man  who  is 
pofleifed  of  this  holy  fear,  feta  the  Lord  always  be« 
fore  him.  He  enters  beforehand  into  heaven,  and 
dwells  in  the  prefence  of  God.  And  canft  thou,  O 
man  I  defile  the  purity  of  heaven  with  the  deeds  of 
hell  f  Darefl  tliou  violate  th{|  law  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Lawgiver  ?  Dareft  thou  (in  in  the  very  face  of 
thy  Maker  ?  Wilt  thou  make  the  Judge  of  all  the 
earth  the  witnefs  of  thy  wicked  aSions,  the  beholdeY 
of  thy  I  ooie  moments  ?  No.  In  fuch  a  prefence  thou 
wilt  banifli  all  impure  thoughts,  and  all  unhallowed 
affedions,  like  Mofes  at  the  burning  bufii,  becaufe 
the  place  Vhereon  thou  ftandeft  is  holy  ground. 

Thus,  of  itfelf,  this  ferious  frame  of  mind  is  the 
guardian  and  the  p'rotedor  of  religion ;  and  it  aUb 
affociates  with  other  virtues  which  belong  to  the 
Chriftian  charaSer*  Thofe  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  mind,  know  the  influence  and 
extent  of  aifociation  upon  human  life  and  manners. 
It  is  not  a  fingle  quality  that  marks  and  charaderizes 
a  man  j  the  virtues  and  the  vices  come  in  a  train ; 
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it  is  the  temper  of  the  foul  which  is  all  in  all  in  the 
condud  of  human  life.  But  to  the  temper  and  diU 
pofition  here  recommended,  the  mod  refpedable  at« 
tributes  of  the  mind,  and  the  moft  amiable  qualities 
of  the  heatt)  are  allied  and  peculiar. 

In  the  firft  place,  this  ferious  frame  of  mind 
cfaeriflies  thofe  higher  virtues  of  the  foul,  which.  In 
the  emphatic  language  of  the  Sacred  Scripture,  are 
called  ^^  the  armour  of  God.''  In  the  folemn  filence 
of  the  mind  are  formed  thofe  great  refolutions  which 
decide  the  fate  of  men  $  that  magnanimity  which 
rifes  fuperior  t6  the  events  of  life ;  that  fortitude  which 
bears  up  under  the  preflure  of  afflidion }  and  that 
Chriftian  heroifm,  which,  neither  moved  with  tbe 
tfareatenings  of  pain,  nor  witli  the  blandifhments  of 
pleafure,  holds  on  rejoicing  to  the  end-;  are  all  of 
them  but  expreifions  of  this  charader,  varied  and  di^* 
veriified  according  to  the  occurrences  of  life.  They 
are  the  light,  the  giddy,  and  the  volatile,  who  are 
the  fport  of  caprice,  or  the  prey  of  paflion.  Perfons 
of  fuch  a  charader  have  no  permanent  principle  of 
B&iotL )  they  are  the  finners  or  the  faints  of  accident; 
and  affume  every  folly  to  which  the  fa&ion  of  the 
world  gives  its  fan^on.  Very  diiFerent  is  the  feri* 
ous  man  who  communes  with  his  own  heart.  He 
follows  not  the  multitude.  He  pofTeffes  that  ftren<* 
nous  and  fteady  mind,  which  walks  \)y  its  own  light, 
which  holds  its  purpofe  to  the  Jaft ;  that  fetf-deciding 
fpitit  which  is  prepared  to  a£b,  to  fuflfer,  or  to  die^  as 
duty  requires*  Being  thus,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
the  mailer  of  his  own  mind,  he  is  above  the  world ; 
and  through  profperity  or  adverfity,  through  life  or 
death,  goes  forth  conquering  and  to  conquer*    He  is 
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not  guided  by  events  like  the  giddy  multitude^  who 
fall  into  any  form  by  the  fortuitous  concourfe  of  ac- 
cidents ;  but,  imitating  the  Providence  of  Heaven,  he 
takes  a  diredion  of  events^  and  makes  the  courfe  of 
human  affairs  bend  to  his  purpofes,  and  terminate  in 
his  honor. 

Further,  this  temper  and  difpofition  is  no  IcCs  fa- 
vourable  to  the  milder  virtues  of  humanity.  A  fe* 
rious  mind  is  the  companion  of  a  feeling  heart.  It 
is  akin  to  that  virtuous  fenfibility,  from  which  all 
the  fympathetic  emotions  are  derived ;  and  readily 
affociates  with  thofe  good  affe&ions  which  conftitute 
the  mod  amiable  part  of  our  nature.  The  thought- 
lefs  and  the  diilipated  are  unconcerned  fpe&ators  of 
human  happinefs  or  mifery ;  they  mar  not  their  enjoy- 
ments by  rufhing  into  foreign  wo ;  and  are  never  fo 
mfich  in  earneft,  as  to  give  a  tear  to  the  diftreiSes  of 
mankind.  "  They  lie  upon  beds  of  ivory/*  laith  the 
Prophet ;  *^  they  ftretch  themfelves  upon  their  couch* 
^^  es ;  they  chant  to  the  found  of  the  viol ;  and  they 
'^  anoint  themfelves  with  the  chief  ointments  ;  but 
•*  they  are  not  grieved  for  the  afflidion  of  their  breth- 
**  ren.**  But  he  who  feareth  God  will  alfo  regard 
man.  The  hour  of  incenfe  has  always  been  the  hour 
of  almfgiving.  Whilfl:  the  heart  is  lifted  up  in  de- 
votion to  God,  the  hands  will  be  ftretched  out  in 
beneficence  to  man.  Think  not,  my  friends,  that 
thefe  are  duties  of  inferior  importance,  and  not  prop-i 
er  to  be  called  up  to  your  remembrance  upon  this 
occafion.  The  ordinance  which  you  are  foon  to  cel- 
ebrate, is  the  communion  of  faints,  and  the  feaft  of 
love.  The  cup  of  blefling  which  we  blefs,  faith  the 
Apoftle,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  blood  of 
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Cbrift  ?  The  bread  which  we  break,  is  it  not  the 
communion  of  the  body  of  Chrift  ?  As  we  are  ail 
partakers  of  that  one  bread,  fo  by  that  participation, 
we  being  many,  become  one  body.  Being  thus  the 
members  of  one  body,  the  great  law  follows,  which 
he  afterwards  lays  down,  that  if  one  member  fuf« 
fers,  all  the  members  (hould  fuffer  with  it ;  and  if 
one  member  rejoices,  all  the  members  fhould  rejoice. 

The  fecond  thing  propdfed,  was  to  ihew  you  the 
fuitablenels  of  this  temper  of  mind  to  our  prefent 
ftate. 

And,  in  ihtjirji  place,  it  is  fqited  to  that  dark  and 
uncertain  ftate  of  being  in  which  we  now  live.  Hu- 
man life  is  not  formed  to  anfwer  thofe  hi[gh  ex« 
pe&ations,  which,  in  the  era  of  youth  and  imagina- 
tion,  we  are  apt  to  entertain.  When  we  firft  fet  out 
in  life^  we  bid  defiance  to  the  evil  day  \  we  indulge 
ourfelves  in  dreams  and  vifions  of  romantic  bliis ;  and 
fondly  lay  the  fcene  of  perfed  and  uninterrupted  hap« 
pinefs  for  the  time  to  come.  But  experience  fooa 
undeceives  us.  We  awake,  and  fijid  that  it  was  but 
a  dream.  We  make  but  few  fteps  in  life,  without 
finding  the  world  to  be  a  turbulent  fcene ;  we  foon 
experience  the  changes  that  await  us,  and  feel  the 
thorns  of  the  wildernefs  wherein  we  dwell.  Our 
hopes  are  frequently  blafted  in  the  bud  ;  our  defigns 
are  defeated  in  the  very  moment  of  expectation,  and 
we  meet  with  forrow,  and  vexation,  and  difappoint* 
ment,  on  all  hands.  There  are  lives  befide  our 
9wn^  in  which  we  are  deeply  interefted ;  lives  in 
which  our  happinefs  is  placed,  and  on  which  our 
hopes  depend.  Juft  when  we  have  laid  a  plan  of 
happy  life  ;  when,  after  the  experience  of  years,  we 
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have^found  out  a  few  chofen  friends,  and  have  begun 
to  enjoy  that  little  circle  in  which  we  would  wifli  to 
live  and  to  die,  an  unexpected  (Iroke  difappoints  our 
hopes,  and  lays  all  our  fchemes  in  the  duft.     When^ 
after  much  labour  and  care,  we  have  reared  the  good* 
ly  ftrudure  ;  when  we  have  fenced  it,  as  we  fond^ 
ly  imagine,  from  every  Itorm  that  blows,  and  in* 
dulge  the  pleafmg  hope,  that  it  will  always  endure, 
an  invifible  hand  interpofes,  and  overturns  it  from 
the  foundation.     Who  knoweth  what  awaits  him  in 
life  ?  Who  knoweth  the  changes  through  which  he 
h  deftined  to  pafs  i  Son  of  profperity  1  Thou  now 
looked  forth  from  thy  high  tower  ;  thou  now  glo* 
rieft  in  thine  excellence  ;  thou  fayed  that  thy  moun* 
tain  (lands  ftrong,  and  that  thou  art  firm  as  the  cedar 
of  Lebanon— «-^tr/  Jland  in  awe.    Before  the  migh- 
ty God  of  Jacob,  and  by  the  blafl  of  the  breath  of 
his  noftriis,  the  mountain  hath  been  overturned,  and 
the  cedar  in  Lebanon  hath  fallen  like  the  leaf  before 
the  whirlwind.     At  this  very  moment  of  time,  the 
wheel  is  in  motion  that  reverfes  the  lot  of  men ;  that 
brings  the  profperous  to  the  duft,  and  lays    the 
mighty  low.     Now,  O  man  !  thou  rejoiced  in  thy 
ftrength ;  but  know,  that  for  thee  the  bed  of  languifh* 
ing  is  fpread  ;  pale,  ghaftly,  and  dretched  on  thy 
couch,  thou  fhalt  number  the  tedious  hours,  the 
redlefs  days,  the  wearifome  nights,  that  are  appoint, 
ed  to  thee,  till  thy  foul  fhall  be  ready  to  ^*  choofe 
"  death  rather  than  life/*     Thou  now  removed  from 
thee  the  evil  day,  and  fayed,  in  thy  heart,  thou  ihalt 
never  fee  forrow  ;  but  remember  the  changes  of  this 
mortal  life  ;  for  thee  the  *•  cup  of  trembling"  is  pre. 
pared,  and  the  ^  wine  of  aftoniihment  is  poured 
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'**  but.**  ttow  often,  in  an  inftant,  doth  a  hand  un- 
feeii  fhift  the  fcene  of  the  world  !  The  calmed  and 
the  ftilleft  hour  ptecedes  the  whirlwind,  and  it  hath 
thundered  in  the  fereneft  iky.  The  monarch  hath 
drawn  the  chariot  of  (late,  in  which  he  was  wont  to 
ride  in  triumph,  and  the  greateft  who  ever  awed  thd 
wotld  have  moraliised  at  the  turn  of  the  wheel. 

In  iht/ecoitdplzceyThe  propriety  of  this  tempeir  will 

appear,if  weconfider  the  fcene  that  fooii  awaits  us,  and 

the  awful  change  of  being  that  we  have  to  undergo. 

The  fentence  of  the  Lord  is  paffed  upoii  all  flefli.. 

Man,  who  art  born  of  a  woman  !  one  day  thou  mufl 

die.     The  decree  is  gone  forth,  and  the  time  ap*- 

pointed  for  its  fulfilment  is  approaching  faft.     Short 

is  the  period  which  is  allotted  to  mortal  maui     In  a 

little  time  the  fcene  changes,  and  the  places  that 

knew  us  fhall  know  us  no  more.     We  bid  an  eternal 

adieu  to  all  below  the  fun ;  we  enter  on  a  new  flate 

of  being,  and  appear  in  the  immediate  prefence  of 

God.     After    death    comes  the  judgment.     Thou 

muft  anfwer,  O  man !  to  the  Searcher  of  hearts,  for 

the  deeds  done  in  the  body.    The  aftions  of  thy  paft 

life  Ihall  rife  up  to  thy  remembrance  j  the  fecrets  of 

thy  foul  fhall  be  difclofed  ;  and  thy  eternal  doom  be 

fixed  by  God,  the  Judge  of  all.     In  thy  lafl  mo« 

ments,  thou  wilt  be  ferrous  znAjiand  in  awe.    The 

moft  thoughtlefs  fmner  will  ftand  aghaft,  and  the 

ftoutefl:  heart  will  tremble  at  that  awful,  that  part^ 

ing  hour,  when,  to  the  clofing  eye,  God  appears, 

with  as  full  conviftion,  as  if  the  curtain  between 

both  worlds  was  withdrawn^  and  the  Judge  In  very 

deed  defcended  to  his  tribunal.    How  ferious  wilt 

thou  be  when  furrounded  by  the  fad  circle  of  thy 

L 
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weeping  friends,  thou  readeft  in  their  altered  looks, 
that  thy  hour  is  come  ;  when  cut  off  from  all  con* 
neftion  with  mortality,  thou  takeft  thy  laft  look  of 
what  thou  heldeft  dear  in  life  ;  when  the  cold  fweat, 
the  fliivering  limb,  and  the  voice  faultering  in  the 
throat,  announce  thy  departure  into  the  world  un- 
known !  What  manner  of  perfons  ought  we  to  be, 
who  have  fuch  events  awaiting  us !  Ought  we  not  to 
ftand  in  awe ;  to  join  treml)ling  with  our  mirth ;  to 
commune  with  our  hearts  alone,  and  be  ftill  as  in 
the  prefence  of  that  God,  before  whofe  tribunal  wc 
have  foon  to  appear  ? 

In  the  third  phce^  This  frame  of  mind  is  pecu- 
liarly proper  for  you  now,  as  a  preparation  for  that  fo- 
lemnity  which  you  are  foon  to  celebrate.  Holy  is. 
every  ordinance  of  the  Lord  ;  but  this  is  the  holiefl: 
of  all,  and  fhould  infpire  us  with  reverence  and  god- 
ly fear.  You  are  to  be  engaged  in  the  moft  folemn 
ordinance  of  our  religion.  You  are  to  be  employed 
in  the  moft  important  work  of  your  lives,  to  feal  your 
vows  in  the  faith  of  everlafting  redemption.  You 
are  going  to  tranfaft  with  the  God  of  Glory,  before 
whom  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand  angels  and 
archangels  bow  down  and  admire  and  adore.  You 
are  about  to  commemorate  the  moft  tremendous  e- 
vent  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  time  ;  that 
fcene  which  made  the  fun  grow  dark,  and  which  the 
earth  trembled  to  behold.  God  fliows  himfelf  to  be 
awful,  even  when  he  manifefts  his  mercy,  and  cauf- 
iesallhis  goodnefs  to  pafs  before  you.  When  he 
bleffes  men  with  the  greateft  teftimony  of  his  love,  it 
is  by  fmiting  his  owu  Son  ;  when  the  gate  of  heaven 
is  fet  open  to  the  world,  it  is  opened  by  the  blood  of 
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One  who  is  higher  than  the  heavens.  Whilft  thou  re- 
joiceft  therefore  at  the  remembrance  of  thy  redemp- 
tion,  think  with  wonder  upon  the  ranfom  by  which 
it  is  accompliflied,  and  implore  the  affiftance  of  the 
Divine  fpirit,  that  you  may  ferve  God  acceptably^ 
vith  reverence  and  godly  fear. 


irrt/'  ;^-^^ 
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Job  XXX.  23. 

for  I  know  that  thou  wilt  bring  me  to  deaths  and  to  th 
boufe  appointed  for  all  living* 

1  HIS  book  of  Job  contains  the  hifto^ 
ry  of  a  righteous  man,  fallen  from  the  height  of  prot 
perity,  into  fcenes  of  great  diflrefs.  Almoil  every 
afflidion  which  falls  to  the  lot  of  mortal  man  em- 
bittered his  life.  His  goods  were  taken  away  by  rob- 
t)ers  ;  *  his  body  was  fmitten  by  a  loathfome  and  tor-! 
xnenting  difeafe ;  his  &mily  was  cut  oflF,  and  all  his 
company  made  defolate  by  a  fudden  ftroke  from 
heaven ;  his  furviving  friends  proved  miferable  com- 
forters, and,  inftead  of  relieving,  added  to  his  a£9ic- 
tidns.  His  head  was  bare  to  every  blaft  of  adverfity, 
and  his  heart  bled  with  all  the  varieties  of  pain.  In 
the  courfe  of  his  complaint,  he  utters  the  genuine 
voice  of  forrow,  and  pours  forth  his  foul  in  lamenta- 
tion and  wo.  He  fets  before  us  the  evil  day ;  he 
iHows  us  the  dark  fide  pf  things,  aiid  prefents  to 
view  tl^ofe  (hades  in  the  pi&ure  of  human  life,  which 
muft  one  day  meet  our  eye.  From  thefe  calamities^ 
he  pafTes,  by  a  natural  tranfition,  to  the  confidera- 
tion  pf  the  laft  evil  in  human  life  :  ^^  I  know  that 
^^  thou  wilt  bring  me  to  death,  and  to  the  houfe  ap- 
^*  pointed  for  all  living.*' 

Man  ^^  furious  being.     There  is  a  firing  in  the 
l^qart  which  accords  to  the  voice  of  forrow,  and  io^*. 
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preflions  of  grief  take  the  ftrongeft  hold  of  the  mind. 
There  is  a  time  when  folitude  has  a  charm ;  when 
cheerfulnefs  gives  place  to  melancholy ;  and  when 
the  houfe  of  mourning  is  better  fuited  to  the  foul 
than  the  houfe  of  mirth.    Even  our  amufements  of- 
ten partake  of  a  ferious  turn.     For  the  fake  of  amufe- 
ment,  we  give  our  attention  to  hiftories  of  wo ;  we 
iit  fpedators  to  the  fcene  of  forrow,  and  devote  the 
hours  to  melancholy  and  to  tears.     And  yet,  by  a 
ftrange  perverfion  of  mind,  though  we  ru(h  into  for* 
eign  wo,  and  take  delight  in  weeping  for  the  fate  of 
others,  yet  our  own  departure  excites  little  attention 
or  regard,  notwithftanding  the  many  warnings  which 
Cell  us  that  here  we  have  no  continuing  city.  Although 
few  weeks  elapfe  without  being  marked  with  the  fu- 
neral  of  a  neighbour  or  a  friend,  we  remain  in  a 
criminal  indifference ;  the  tear  is  foon  dried  upon 
our  cheeks,  and  we  mufe  upon  the  fate  of  our  friends 
with  unconcern.    If,  by  removing  the  thought  of 
death,  men  could  remove  the  day  of  death,  their 
condu^  would  admit  of  an  excufe.    But  whether 
you  think  of  it  or  not,  death  approaches,  and  the 
want  of  preparation  will  only  ferve  to  ftiarpen  the 
fting,  by  the  furprife  with  which  it  may  ftrike. 

Since  we  know  then  affuredly,  that  God  will  bring 
us  to  deaths  and  to  the  houfe  appointed  for  all  living, 
let  ug  confider,  in  ihtjir/l  place,  the  certainty  of  its 
;^proaching  foon ;  fecondly^  the  time  and  manner  of 
its  arrival ;  and,  thirdly^  the  change  which  it  intro- 
duces. 

In  the  //y?  place,  let  vs  confider  the  certainty  of  , 
4^th's  approaching  foon. 

M  tbc  works  of  natui*,  in  this  inferior  fyflew> 
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feem  only  made  to  be  deftroyed.  Man  is  not  ex- 
empted. There  is  a  principle  of  mortality  in  our 
frame,  and,  as  if  we  were  only  born  to  die,  the  firft 
ftep  we  take  in  life  is  a  ftep  to  the  grave.  It  was 
not  always  fo.  Adam  came  from  the  hands  of  his 
Creator  perfeft  and  immortal.  The  Almighty  cre- 
ated man  after  his  own  image.  He  planted  in  his 
frame  the  feeds  of  eternal  life,  to  grow  and  flourifli 
through  a  fucceflfion  of  ages.  This  noble  fhoot, 
which  the  hand  of  the  Moft  High  had  planted,  was 
blafted  by  fin.  When  man  became  a  finner,  he  be- 
came mortal.  The  doom  was  pronounced,  that,  af- 
ter few  and  evil  days,  he  fhould  return  to  the  duft 
from  whence  he  was  taken.  Since  that  time,  as  foon 
as  our  eyes  open  on  the  light,  we  come  under  the 
law  of  mortality,  and  the  fentence  of  death  is  palTed^ 
In  the  morning  of  our  day,  we^fet  out  on  our  journey 
for  eternity ;  thither  we  are  all^pft  tending  ;  and  day 
and  night  we  travel  on  without(^intermi(Bon.  There 
is  no  Handing  ftill  on  this  road.^  To  this  great  ren« 
dezvous  of  the  fons  of  Adam  we  are  continually 
drawing  nearer  and  nearer.  ]  Our  life  is  for  ever  on. 
shewing,  although  we  mark'^not  its  flight.  Our 
motion  down  the  ftream  of  time  is  fo  fmooth  and  fi- 
lent,that  though  we  are  forever  moving, we  perceive 
it  not,  till  we  arrive  at  the  ocean  of  eternity.  Even 
now,  death  is  doing  his  work.  At  this  very  moment 
of  time,  multitudes  are  ftretched  on  that  bed  from 
which  they  fhall  rife  no  more.  The  blood  is  ceafing 
to  flow; I  the  breath  is  going  out  ;i  and  the  fpirit 
taking  its  departure  for  the  world  unknown. 

When  we  look  back  on  our  former  years,  how 
many  do  we  find  who  began  the  journey  of  li^e  along 
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>9vith  us,  and  promifed  to  themfelves.  long  life  and 
happy  days,  cut  off  in  the  midfc  of  their  career,  and 
fallen  at  our  fide !  They  have  but  gone  before  us  ; 
one  day  we  muft  follow.  O  man !  who  now  rejoiceft 
in  the  pride  of  life,  and  looking  abroad,  fay  eft  in 
thy  heart,  thou  flialt  never  fee  forrow,  for  thee  the 
bed  of  death  is  fpread ;  }the  worm  calls  for  thee  to  be 
her  companion ;  -  thou  muft  enter  the  dominions  of 
the  dead,  and  be  gathered  to  the  duft  of  thy  fathers. 
If  then  death  be  certainly  approaching  faft,  let  us 
learn  the  true  value  of  life.  If  death  be  at  hand, 
then  certainly  time  is  precious.  Now  the  day  fliines, 
and  the  Mafter  calls  us ;  in  a  little  time  the  night 
cometh,  when  no  man  can  work.  To-day,  therefore, 
hear  the  voice  which  calls  you  to  heaven.  "  Now 
*'  is  the  accepted  time ;  now  is  the  day  of  falvation.' V 
**  Whatfoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy 
^*  might ;  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor 
**  knowledge,  nor  wifdom  in  the  grave,  whither 
"  thou  goeft/' 

In  t\ik  fecond  place,  we  may  confider  the  time  and 
manner  of  the  arrival  of  death. 

Death  is  called  in  Scripture,  the  land  without  any 
crder ;  and  without  any  order  the  king  of  terrors 
niakes  his  aproaches  in  the  world.  The  commifTion 
given  from  on  high  was,  "  Go  into  the  world : 
\  "  Strike ; jftrike  fo,  that  the  dead  may  alarm  the  liv- 
**  ing.'*  Hence  it  is,  that  we  feldom  fee  men  run- 
ning the  full  career  of  life ;  growing  old  among  their 
children's  children,  and  then  falling  alleep  in  the 
arn^s  of  nature,  as  in  the  embraces  of  a  kind  moth- 
er ;  coming  to  the  grave  like  a  fhock  of  corn  fully 
ripe  ;  like  flowers  that  fhut  up  at  the  clofe  of  the  day. 
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Death  walks  through  the  world  without  any  oi-def  ^ 
He  delights  to  furprife,  to  give  a  fliock  to  mankind* 
Hence,  he  leaves  the  wretched  to  prolong  the  line  of 
their  forrows,  and  cuts  off  the  fortunate  in  the  midft 
of  their  career  ;  he  fuffers  the  aged  to  furvive  himfelf, 
to  outlive  life,  to  ftalk  about  the  ghoft  of  what  he 
was,  and  aims  his  arrow  at  the  heart  of  the  young 
who  puts  the  evil  day  far  from  him.  He  delights  to 
fee  the  feeble  carrying  the  vigorous  to  the  grave,  and 
the  father  building  the  tomb  of  his  children.  Often 
when  his  approaches  are  leaft  expeded,  he  burfts  at 
once  upon  the  world,  like  an  earthquake  in  the  dead 
of  night,  or  thunder  in  the  ferene  fky.  All  ages  and 
conditions  he  fweepg  away  without  diftinftion ;  the 
young  man  juft  entering  into  life,  high  in  hope, 
elated  with  joy,  and  promifing  to  himfelf  a  length  of 
years  ;  the  fitther  of  a  family  from  the  embraces  of 
his  wife  and  children ;  the  man  of  the  world,  when 
his  defigns  are  ripening  to  execution,  and  the  long 
expefted  crifis  of  enjoyment  feems  to  approach. 
Thefe  and  all  others  are  hurried  promifcuoufly  off 
the  flage,  and  laid  without  order  in  the  common 
grave.  Every  path  in  the  world  leads  to  the  tomb, 
and  every  hour  in  life  hath  been  to  fome  the  laft  hour. 
Without  order  too,  is  the  manner  of  death's  ap- 
proach. The  king  of  terrors  wears  a  thoufand  forms ; 
pains  and  difeafes,  a  numerous  and  a  direful  train, 
compofe  his  hoft.  Marking  out  unhappy  man  for 
their  prey,  they  attack  the  feat  of  life,  or  the  feat  of 
underftanding ;  hurry  him  off  the  ftage  in  an  inftant, 
or  make  him  pine  by  flow  degrees :  blading  the 
bloom  of  life,  or,  waiting  till  the  decline,  according 
to  the  pathetic  pifture  of  Solomon, "  They  make  the 
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^^  ftrdng  men  bov  themfelvei,  and  the  keepers  of  the 
^*  houfe  tremble ;  make  the  grinders  ceafe  f  bring 
^^  the  daughters  of  mufic  low  ;  darken  the  fun,  and 
^'  the  moon,  and  the  flars ;  fcatter  £ears  in  the  way^ 
^*  and  make  defire  itfelf  to  fail,  until  the  filver  cord 
'^  be  loofed,  and  the  golden  bowl  be  broken,  when 
^  the  dull  returns  to  the  dull  as  it  was,  and  the  fpir* 
*•  it  afcends  to  God  who  gave  it." 

In  the  third  place.  We  have  to  coniider  the  change 
which  death  introduces. 

Man  was  made  after  the  image  of  God  ;  and  the 
human  form  divine,  the  feat  of  fo  many  heavenly  fac* 
ulties,  graces  and  virtues,  exhibits  a  temple  not 
unworthy  of  its  Maker.  Men  in  their  colle^ve  ca-* 
pacity,  and  united  as  nations,  have  dirplayed  a  wide 
field  of  exertion  and  of  glory.  The  globe  hath  been 
covered  with  monuments  of  their  power,  and  the 
voice  of  hiftory  tranfmits  their  renown  from  one  gen* 
eration  to  another.  But  when  we  pafs  from  the 
living  world  to  the  dead.  What  a  fad  pifture  do  we 
behold !  The  f&ll  and  defolation  of  human  nature  ; 
the  tmns  of  man ;  the  dull  and  a&es  of  many  gene« 
rations  fcattered  over  the  earth*  The  high  and  the 
low ;  the  mighty  and  the  mean ;  the  king  and  the 
cottager,  lie  blended  together  without  any  order* 
The  worm  is  the  companion,  is  the  fifter  of  him, 
who  thought  bimlelf  of  a  different  fjpecies  from  the 
reft  of  mankind.  A  few  feet  of  earth  contain  the 
aflies  of  him  who  conquered  the  globe ;  the  fiiadows 
of  the  long  night  ftretch  over  all  alike ;  the  monarch 
of  diforder,  the  great  leveller  of  mankind,  lays  all  on 
the  bed  of  clay  in  equal  meannefs.  In  the  courfe  of 
tl0}e»  the  land  of  defolatlpn  becomes  iliU  more  deH- 
M  — 
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olate ;  the  things  that  were,  become  as  if  they  had 
never  been  ;  Babylon  is  a  ruin ;  her  heroes  are  duft ; 
not  a  trace  remains  of  the  glory  that  (hone  over  the 
earth,  and  not  a  ftone  to  tell  where  the  mailer  of 
the  world  is  laid.  Such,  in  general,  is  the  humiliating. 
afped  of  the  tomb ;  but  let  us  take  a  nearer  view  of 
the  houfe  appointed  for  all  living.  Man  fets  out  in 
the  morning  of  his  day,  high  in  hope,  and  elated 
with  joy.  The  mod  important  obje^s  to  him  arc 
the  companions  of  his  journey.  They  fet  out  to- 
gether in  the  career  of  life,  and,  after  many  mutual 
endearments,  walk  hand  in  hand  thrpugh  the  paths 
of  childhood  and  of  youth.  It  is  with  a  giddy  recol- 
le£Uon  we  look  back  on  the  paft,  when  we  confider 
the  number  and  the  value  of  thofe,  whom  unforefeen 
difafter  arid  the  hand  of  deftiny  have  fwept  from  our 
fide.  Alas !  When  the  awful  mandate  comes  from 
on  high  concerning  men,  to  change  the  countenance, 
and  to  fend  them  away,  what  fad  fpe&acles  do  they 
become !  The  friends  whom  we  knew,  and  valued^ 
and  loved  ;  our  companions  in  the  path  of  life ;  the 
partners  of  our  tender  hours,  with  whom  we  took 
fweet  counfel,  and  walked  in  company  to  the  houfe 
of  God,  have  paifed  to  the  land  of  forgetfulnefs,  and 
have  no  more  connexion  with  the  living  world. 
Low  lies  the  head  that  was  once  crowned  with  hon- 
or. Silent  is  the  tongue  to  whofe^ccdnts  we  furren- 
dered  the  foul,  and  to  whofe  language  of  friendfhip 
and  affection  we  wiihed  to  liften  for  ever.  Beam- 
lefs  is  the  eye,  and  clofed  in  night,  which  looked  fe- 
renity  and  fweetnefs  and  love.  The  face  that  was  to 
us  as  the  face  of  an  angel,  is  mangled  and  deformed ; 
the  heart  that  glowed  with  the  pureft  fire,  and  beat 
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tTiih  the  beft  affedions,  is  now  become  a  clod  of  the 
valley. 

Bat  fhall  it  always  continue  fo  ?  If  a  man  die,  ihall 
he  live  again !  There  is  hope  of  a  tree  if  it  be  cut 
down ;  but  man  giveth  up  the  ghoft,  and  where  is  he  ? 
Has  the  breath  of  the  Almighty,  which  animated  his 
frame,  vaniflied  into  the  air  ?  Is  he  who  triumphed 
in  the  hope  of  immortality,  inferior  to  the  worn^ ,  his 
companion  in  the  tomb  ?  Will  light  never  rife  on 
the  long  night  of  the  grave  ?  Does  the  mighty  flood 
that  has  fwept  away  the  nations  and  the  ages,  ebb  to 
flow  no  more  ?  Have  the  wife  and  the  worthy  ;  the 
pious  and  the  pure  ;  the  generous  and  the  jufl ;  the 
great  and  the  good ;  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth, 
who,  from  age  to  age,  have  Ihone  brighter  than/alV 
the  ftars  of  heaven,  withdrawn  into  the  ihade  of  an- 
nihilation, and  fet  in  darknefs  to  rife  no  more  ?  No. 
While  "  the  duft  returns  to  the  earth  as  it  was,  the 
^'  fpirit  ihall  return  unto  God  who  gave  it/'    Life 
and  immortality  are  brought  to  light  by  the  Gof<- 
pel  of  Chrift.     "  We  know,  that  if  our  earthly  houfe 
^*  of  this  tabernacle  were  diffolved,  we  have  a  build* 
^*  ing  of  God,  an  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eter« 
*«  nal  in  the  heavens." 

The  periods  of  human  life  pafling  away  ;  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  diflblution  which  awaits  us,  and  the  fre* 
quent  examples  of  mortality,  which  continually  ftrike 
our  view,  lead  us  to  refled  with  ferioufnefs  upon  the 
houfe  appointed  for  all  living.  Death  is  the  great 
teacher  of  mankind;  the  voice  of  wifdom  comes  from 
the  tomb  j  refledions,  which  Ihow  us  the  vanity,  will 
teach  us  the  value  of  life.  Such  meditations  are 
particularly  fuited  to  beings  like  us,  who  are  fubjed 
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ia  liifirmities  and  defedis.  For  fuch'is  die  weaknefif 
of  human  nature  in  this  imperfed  ftate  ;  fucfa  is  the 
flrefngth  of  tempation  in  this  evil  world,,  that  frail 
stian  is  often  led  aftray  before  he  is  aware*  The  en- 
emy  of  the  foul  attacks  us  in  every  quarter ;  ap^* 
proaches  often  under  faUe  colours^  and  tries  every 
difguife,  to  deceive  and  to  deftroy.  Vice  often  bor^ 
ders  on  virtue ;  the  narrow  path  and  the  broad  way 
lie  fo  near,  that  it  is  difficult  to  diftinguilh  them,  fo 
as  to  order  our  goings  aright.  Inadvertence  may  fre^ 
quently  betray  ;  theimpetuofity  of  paffion  m^  pre-* 
cipitate,  and  the  gentlenels  of  oof  own  nature  miilead 
tis  into  fteps  fatal  to  our  peace.  I  fpeak  not  of  wick-* 
cd  men,  who  acknowledge  lio  guide  but  their  pa& 
fions,  and  ftd)mit  tono  law  but  what  one  vice  impof- 
es  upon  another;  I  talk  of  the  fincere  and  the  good^ 
The  moft  watchful  Chriftian  has  his  unguarded  mo- 
ments; the  mofl:  prudent  liian  fpeaks  unadvifedly 
wkh  his  lips^  and  the  meekeft  lets  the  Am  go  down 
tipon  his  wtath.  Alas  !  Man  in  his  beft  eftate  is  zU 
together  vanity,  and  always  ihmds  in  need  of  the  lef« 
fon  from  the  tomb.  .  **  O  that  they  were  wife,*1fei4 
Mofes,  ^^khat  they  underftood  this,  that  they  would 
**  confider  their  latter  end  I" 
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I  Cor.  XV.  sS^  57*  • 

O  death  !  Where  is  tbyjiing  f  0  grave  !  Where  is  thy 
viitory  f-^Thanis  he  to  God  who  giveth  us  the  vidory^ 
through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl.  v^ 

The  MefEah  is  foretold  in  ancient 
prophecy,  as  a  magnificent  Conqueror.  His  vido« 
rics  ^ere  celebrated,  and  his  triumphs  were  fung» 
long  before  the  time  of  his  appearance  to  IfraeL 
"  Who  is  this,"  faith  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  pointing 
him  out  to  the  Old  Teftament  Church,  "  Who  is 
^*  this  that  cometh  from  Edom  ;  with  dyed  garments 
**  from  Bozrah  ?  This  that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel, 
*^  travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrength  V — •*  I 
**  have  fet  my  King  iipon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion. — I 
**  fhall  give  him  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance,  and 
"  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  poffeffion.'* 
As  a  Conqueror,  he  had  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the 
great  enemy  of  mankind ;  and  to  overcome  deaths 
the  king  of  terrors. 

The  method  of  accomplifhing  this  vi Aory,  was  a$ 
furpriiing  as  the  lore  which  gave  it  birth.  **  Foraf* 
'^  much  as  the  children  are  partakers  of  flefh  and 
«  blood,  he  himfelf  likewife  took  part  of  the  fame^ 
**  that  through  his  own  death,  he  might  deftroy  him 
*^  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil, 
*'  and  deliver  them,  who,  through  fear  of  death,  were 
••  all  thdr  lifetime  fubjeft  to  bondage.*'     Accord^ 
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ingly,  iiis  paflion  on  the  crofs,  which  you  have  this 
day  commemorated,  was  the  very  viftory  which  he 
obtained.  The  hour  in  which  he  fuffered,  was  alfo 
the  hour  in  which  he  overcame.  Then  he  bruifed 
the  head  of  the  old  ferpent,  who  had  feduced  our  firft 
parents  to  rebel  againfl  their  Maker  ;  then  he  dif- 
armed  the  king  of  terrors,  who  had  ufurped  domin* 
ion  over  the  nations  ;  then  triumphing  over  the  le- 
gions of  hell,  and  the  powers  of  darknefs^  he  made  a 
fliow  of  them  openly.  Not  for  himfelf,  but  for  us 
did  he  conquer.  The  Captain  of  our  falvation 
fought,  that  we  might  overcome.  He  obtained  the 
victory,  that  we  may  join  in  the  triumphal  fong,  as 
we  now  do,  when  we  repeat  thefe  words  of  the  Apof- 
tie  ;  "  O  death  !  where  is  thy  fling  ?  O  grave  ! 
*'  where  is  thy  viftory  ?*' 

It  is  the  glory  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  that  it  a- 
bounds  with  confolations  under  all  the  evils  of  life  ; 
nor  is  its  benign  influence  confined  to  the  courfe  of 
life,  but  even  extends  to  death  itfelf.  It  delivers  us 
from  the  agony  of  the  lafl  hour  ;  fets  us  free  from 
the  fears  which  then  perplex  the  timid  ;  from  the 
horrors  which  haunt  the  offender,  though  penitent, 
and  from  all  the  darknefs  which  involves  our  mortal 
flate.  So  complete  is  the  viftory  we  obtain,  that 
Jefus  Chrift  is  faid  in  Scripture  to  have  aboliJbeddtSLth. 

The  evils  in  death,  from  which  Jefus  Chrifl  fets 
us  free,  are  the  following  :  in  the  fr/i  place.  The 
doubts  and  fears  that  are  apt  to  perplex  the  mind^ 
from  the  uncertainty  in  which  a  future  flateis  invol- 
ved. Secondly,  The  apprehenfions  of  wrath  and  fore- 
bodings of  punifhments,  proceeding  from  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  fin.    Thirdly ,  The  fears  that  arife  in  the 
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niiiid  upon  the  awful  tranfition  from  this  world  to 
the  next. 

In  iiicjir/i  place,  Jefus  Chrift  gives  us  vidory  o- 
rer  death,  by  delivering  us  from  the  doubts  and  fears 
which  arofe  in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  knew  not  the 
gofpel,  from  the  uncertainty  in  which  a  future  flate 
was  involved. 

WithoutDivine  Revelation,  men  wandered  in  the 
dark  with  refped  to  an  after  life.  Unai&fted  reafon 
could  give  but  imperfeffc  information  on  this  import- 
ant article.  Conjedures,  in  place  of  difcoveries,  pre* 
fumptions,  in  place  of  demonftrations,  were  all  that 
it  could  offer  to  the  inquiring  mind.  The  unenlight- 
ened eye  could  not  clearly  pierce  the  cloud  which 
veiled  futurity  from  mortal  view.  The  light  of  na- 
ture reached  little  farther  than  the  limits  of  this 
globe,  and  (hed  but  a  feeble  ray  upon  the  region  be- 
yond the  grave.  Hence,  thofe  heathen  nations,  of 
whom  the  Apoftle  fpeaks,  are  defcribed  zzforrowing 
and  having  no  kfipe.  And  whence  could  reafon  de- 
rive complete  information,  that  there  was  a  ilate  of 
immortality  beyond  the  grave  ?  Confult  with  appear- 
ances in  nature,  and  you  find  but  few  intimations  of 
a  future  h'fe.  Deftrudibn  feems  to  be  pne  of  the 
great  laws  of  the  fyftem.  The  various  forms  of  life 
are  indeed  preferved ;  but  while  the  fpecies  remains, 
the  individual  perifhes.  Every  thing  that  you  behold 
around  you^  bears  the  marks  of  mortality,  and  the 
fymptoms  of  decay.  He  only  who  is,  and  was,  and 
is  to  come,  is  without  any  variablenefs  or  (hadbw  of 
turning.  Every  thing  paifes  away.  A  great  and 
mighty  river,  for  ages  and  centuries,  has  been  roll- 
ing on,  and  fweeping  away  all  that  ever  lived,  to  the 
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Taft  abyfs  of  eternity.  On  that  darknefs  light  does 
not  rife.  From  that  unknown  country  none  return. 
On  that  devouring  deep,  which  has  fwallowed  up 
every  thing,  no  veftige  appears  of  the  things  that 
were. 

There  are  particular  appearances  alfo  which  might 
naturally  excite  an  alarm  for  the  future.  Ihe  hu« 
man  machine  i$  fo  conftituted,  that  foul  and  body 
fecm  often  to  decay  together.  To  the  eye  of  fenfe, 
as  the  beaft  dies,  fo  dies  the  man.  Death  feems  to 
clofe  the  fcene,  and  the  grave  to  put  a  final  period  to 
the  profpefts  of  man.  The  words  of  Job  beautifully 
exprefs  the  anxiety  of  the  mind  on  this  fubjeft.  "  If 
«*  a  man  die,  fhall  he  live  again  ?  There  h  hope  of  a 
**  tree  if  it  be  cut  down,  that  it  will  fprout  again, 
**  and  that  the  tender  branch  thereof  will  not  ceafe. 
•*  Though  the  root  thereof  wax  old  in  the  earth,  and 
*'  the  ftock  thereof  die  in  the  ground  ;  yet,  through 
♦*  the  fcent  of  water  it  will  bud,  and  bring  forth 
*'  boughs  like  a  plant  :  but  man  dieth,  and  is  cut 
**  off ;  man  giveth  up  the  ghoft,  and  where  is  he  ? 
"  As  the  waters  fail  from  the  fea  ;  as  the  flood  de^ 
"  cayeth  and  drieth  up  :  fo  man  lieth  down,  and  tu 
**  feth  not ;  till  the  heavens  be  no  more,  they  (hall 
*•  not  awake,  nor  be  raifed  out  of  their  fleep."  But. 
what  a  dreadful  profped  does  annihilation  prefent  to 
the  mind!  To  be  an  outcaft  from  exiftence ;  to  be 
blotted  out  from  the  bo<^  of  life ;  to  mingle  with  the 
daft,  and  be  fcattered  over  the  earth,  as  if  the  breath 
of  life  had  never  animated  our  frame  !  Man  cannot 
fupport  the  thought.  Is  the  light  which  fhone 
brighter  than  all  the  ftars  of  heaven  fet  in  darkxjefs, 
•to  rife  no  more  ?  Are  all  the  hopes  of  man  come  to 
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this,  to  be  taken  into  the  councils  of  the  Almigh« 
ty  ;  to  be  admitted  to  behold  part  of  that  plan  of 
Providence  which  governs  the  world,  and  when  his 
eyes  are  juft  opened,  to  read  the  book,  to  be  fliut 
for  ever  ?  If  fuch  were  to  be  our  ftate,  we  would  be 
of  all  creatures  the  moft  miferable.  The  world  ap« 
pears  a  chaos  without  form,  and  void  of  order* 
From  the  throne  of  nature,  God  departs,  and  there 
appears  a  cruel  and  capricious  being,  who  delights 
in  death,  and  makes  fport  of  human  mifery. 

From  this  ftate  of  doubts  and  fears,  we  are  deliv- 
ered by  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus.    The  meflage  which 
he  brought,  was  life  and  immortality.    From  the  Star 
of  Jacob,  light  fhone  even  upon  the  fhades  of  death. 
As  a  proof  of  immortality,  he  called  back  the  de- 
parted fpirit  from  the  world  unknown  ;  as  an  earn- 
eft  of  the  refurredion  to  a  future  life,  he  himfelf 
arofe  from  the  dead.     When  we  contemplate  the 
tomb  of  nature,  we  cry  out,  ^^  Can  thefe  dry  bones 
**  live  ?"  When  we  contempla|:e  the  tomb  of  Jefus, 
we  fay,  **  Yes,  they  can  live  V*  As  he  arofe,  we  fliall 
in  like  manner  arife.     In  the  tomb  of  nature,  you  fee 
man  return  to  the  duft  from  whence  he  was  taken. 
In  the  tomb  of  Jefus,  you  fee  man  reflored  to  life  a- 
gain.     In  the  tomb  of  nature,  you  fee  the  fhades  of 
death  fall  on  the  weary  traveller,  and  the  darknefs  of 
the  long  night  clofe  over  his  head.     In  the  tomb  of 
Jefus,  you  fee  light  arife  upon  the  fhades  of  death, 
and  the  morning  dawn  upon  the  long  night  of  the 
grave.     On  the  tomb  of  nature,  it  is  written,  "  Be- 
<'  hold  thy  end,  O  man  !  Duft  thou  art,  and  unto  duft 
**  thou  fhalt  return.     Thou,  who  now  calleft  thy* 
*•  felf  the  fon  of  heaven,  fhalt  become  one  of  the 
N  • 
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"  clods  of  the  valley-"  On  the  tomb  of  Chrift  it" 
written,  "  Thou  dieft,  O  man  !  but  to  live  again. 
**  When  duft  returns  to  duft,  the  fpirit  fliall  return 
**  to  God  who  gave  it.  I  am  the  refurreftion  and  the 
^*  life ;  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead, 
"  yet  (hall  he  live."  From  the  tomb  of  nature,  you 
hear  a  voice,  "  For  ever  filent  is  the  land  of  forget- 
"  fulnefs  ?  From  the  flumbers  of  the  grave,  (hall  we 
"  awake  no  more  ?  Like  the  flowers  of  the  fidd,  fliall 
"^^  we  be  as  though  we  had  never  been  ?"  From  the 
tomb  of  Jefus,  you  hear,  **  Bleflcd  are  the  dead  that ' 
**  die  in  the  Lord,  thus  faith  the  Spirit,  for  they  reft 
*•  from  their  labours,  and  pafs  into  glory  :— 4n  my 
^*  Father's  houfe,  there  are  many  manfions  j  if  it  were 
^*  not  fo,  I  would  have  told  you  :  I  go  to  prepare  a 
^'  place  for  you,  and  if  I  go  away,  I  will  come  again, 
**  and  take  you  unto  myfelf,  that  where  I  am,  there 
"  ye  may  be  alfo." 

Will  not  this  aflurance  of  a  happy  immortality, 
and  a  blefled  refurre£tion,  in  a  great  meafure  remove 
the  terror  and  the  fling  of  death  ?  May  we  not  walk 
without  difmay  through  the  dark  valley,  when  we 
are  conduced  by  a  beam  from  heaven  ?  May  we  not 
endure  the  toflings  of  one  ftormy  night,  when  it  car- 
ries us  to  the  ftiore  that  we  long  for  ?  What  caufe 
have  we  to  dread  the  meflenger  who  brings  us  to 
our  Father's  houfe  ?  Should  not  our  fears  about  fu. 
turity  abate,  when  we  hear  God  addrefling  us  with 
refped  to  death,  as  he  did  the  Patriarch  of  old,  upon 
going  to  Egypt,  *'  Fear  not  to  go  down  to  the  grave ; 
••  I  will  go  down  with  thee,  and  will  bring  thee  up 
"  again." 

Secondly^  Our  victory  over  death  confifts  in  our 
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bemg  delivered  from  the  apprehenfions  of  wraths  and 
fcM'ebodings  of  punifhment,  which  arife  in  the  mind 
from  the  conlcioufnefs  of  fin* 

That  there  is  a  God  who  governs  the  world,  the 
patron  of  righteoufiiefs,  and  the  avenger  of  fin,  is  fo 
manifeft  from  the  light  of  nature,  that  the  belief,  of 
it  has  obtained  among  all  nations.  That  it  fhall  be 
well  with  the  righteous,  and  ill  with  the  wicked  ; 
that  God  will  reward  thofe  who  diligently  feek  him, 
and  poniih  thofe  who  tranfgrefs  his  laws,  is  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  all  religion  is  founded.  But 
whether  mercy  be  an  attribute  in  the  Divine  nature 
to  fuch  an  extent  that  God  may  be  rendered  propi- 
tious to  thofe  who  rebel  againft  his  authority,  and 
difobey  his  commandments,  is  an  inquiry  to  which 
no  &tisia&ory  anfwer  can  be  made.  Many  of  the 
Divine  attributes  are  confpicuous  from  the  works  of 
creation  ;  the  power,  the  wifdom,  and  the  goodnefs 
of  God,  appear  in  creating  the  world  ;  in  fuperin- 
tending  that  world  which  he  has  made ;  in  difiufmg 
Ufe  wide  over  the  fyftem  of  things,  and  providing  the 
means^  of  happinefs  to  all  his  creatures.  But  from 
no  appearances  in  nature  does  it  clearly  follow,  that 
the  ezerdfe  of  mercy  to  offenders  is  part  of  the  plan 
by  which  the  univerfe  is  governed.  For  any  thing 
that  we  know  from  the  light  of  nature^  repentance . 
alone  may  not  be  fufficient  to  procure  the  remiifion 
of  fins  ;  the  tears  of  contrition  may  be  unavailable 
to  waih  away  the  ftains  of  a  guilty  life,  and  the  Di- 
Tine  favour  may  be  implored  in  vain  by  thofe  who 
hav^  become  obnoxious  to  the  Divine  difpleafure. 
If  in  the  calm  and  ferene  hour  of  inquiry,  man  could 
find  no  confolation  in  fuch  thoughts,  how  would  he 


^b^  8-ERMON      Vtl. 

be  orerwhelmed  with  horror,  when  his  mind  was 
difordefed  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt  ?  When  remem- 
brance brought  his  former  life  to  view,  when  reflec- 
tion pierced  him  to  the  heart,  darknefs  would  fpread 
itfelf  over  his  mind,  Deity  Would  appear  an  objeft  ef 
terror,  and  the  fpirit,  wounded  by  remorie,  would 
difcern  nothing  but  an  offended  Judge  armed  with 
thunders  to  punifli  the  guilty.  If,  in  the  day  of 
health  and  profperity,  thefe  refledions  were  fo  pow- 
erful to  embitter  life,  they  would  be  a  fource  of  agony 
and  defpair  when  the  lad  hour  approached.  When 
life  flows  according  to  our  wifhes.  We  may  endeav- 
our to  conceal  our  fins,  and  fliut  our  ears  againft  the 
voice  of  confcience.  But  thefe  artifices  will  avail 
little  at  the  hour  of  death.  Then  things  appear  in 
their  true  colours.  Then  confcience  tells  the  truth, 
^md  the  mafl^  is  taken  off  from  the  man,  when  our 
fins  at  that  hour  pafs  before  us  in  review.  Guilty  and 
polluted  as  we  are,  covered  with  confufion.  How 
ihall  we  appear  at  the  judgment  feat  of  God,  and 
anfwer  at  the  bar  of  eternal  juftice  ?  How  fliall  duft 
and  aflies  ftand  in  the  prefence  of  that  uncreated 
Glory,  before  which  principalities  and  powers,  bow 
down,  tremble  and  adore  f  How  fliall  guilty  and  felf- 
condemned  creatures  appear  before  Him,  in  whofe 
fight  the  heavens  are  not  clean,  and  who  cbargeth 
his  angels  with  folly  ?  This  is  the  fting  of  death.  It 
is  guilt  that  fiiarpens  the  fpear  of  the  king  of  terrors. 
But  even  in  this  view  we  have  viAory  over  death, 
through  Jefus  Chrifl;  our  Lord.  By  his  death  upon 
the  crofs,  an  atonement  was  made  for  the  fins  of  men. 
The  wrath  of  God  was  averted  from  the  world.  A 
jmcat  plan  of  reconciliation  is  now  unfolded  in  the 
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gofpel.  Under  the  banner  of  the  crofs,  pardon  U 
proclaimed  to.  returning  penitents.  They  who  ac- 
cept  the  offers  of  mercy,  and  who  fly  for  refuge  to 
the  hope  fet  before  them,  are  taken  into  favour ; 
their  fins  are  forgiven,  and  their  names  are  written 
in  the  book  of  life.  Over  them  death  has  no  power. 
The  king  of  terrors  is  transformed  into  an  angel  of 
peace,  to  waft  them  to  their  native  country,  where 
they  long  to  be. 

This,  O  Chriftian !  the  death  of  thy  Redeemer,  is 
thy  ftrong  confolation ;  thy  effedual  remedy  againfl: 
the  fear  of  death.  What  evil  can  come  nigh  to  him 
for  whom  Jefus  died  ?  Does  the  law  which  thou 
haft  broken,  denounce  vengeance  againft  thee  ?  Be- 
hold that  law  fulfilled  in  the  meritorious  life  of  thy 
Redeemer.  Does  the  fentence  of  wrath  pronounced 
againft*  the  pofterity  of  Adam  found  in  thine  ears  ? 
Behold  that  fentence  blotted  out,  that  handwritings 
as  the  Apoftle  calls  it,  cancelled,  nailed  to  thy  Sa- 
viour's crofs,  and  left  there  as  a  trophy  of  his  vifto- 
ry.  Art  thou  afraid  that  the  cry  of  thy  offences  may 
rife  to  heaven,  and  reach  the  ears  of  juftice  ?  There 
is  no  pbce  for  it  there }  in  room  of  it  afcends  the 
voice  of  that  blood  which  fpeaketh  better  things  than 
the  blood  of  Abel.  Does  the  enemy  of  mankind  ac- 
cnfc  thee  at  the  judgment^feat  ?  He  is  put  to  filence 
by  thy  Advocate  and  Interceffor  at  the  right  hand 
of  thy  Father.  Does  death  appear  to  thee  in  a  foroi 
of  terror,  and  hold  out  hi$  fting  to  alarm  thy  mind  ? 
His  terror  is  removed,  and  his  fting  was  pulled  out 
by  that  hand,  which,  on  mount  Calvary,  was  fixed  to 
the  accurfed  tree.  Art  thou  afraid  that  the  arrows 
pf  divine  wrath  which  fmite  the  guilty,  may  be  aim. 


loa  SERMON      VU. 

ed  at  thy  head  ?  Before  they  can  touch  thee»  they 
mud  pierce  that  body,  which,  in  the  .fymbok  of  di- 
vine inAitution,  was  this  day  held  forth  crucified 
among  you,  and  which  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
TVlajefty  in  the  heavens,  is  for  ever  prefentedin  be- 
half of  the  redeemed.  Well  then  may  ye  join  in  the 
triumphant  fong  of  the  Apoftle,  '^  O  death  !  where  is 
**  thy  fting  ?  O  grave !  where  is  thy  viftory  ?" 

In  the  third  place,  Jefus  Chrift  gives  us  vidory  over 
death,  by  yielding  us  confolationandrelief  under  the 
fears  that  arife  in  the  mind  upon  the  awful  tranfition 
from  this  world  to  the  next. 

Who  ever  left  the  precinfits  of  mortality  without 
cafting  a  wiihful  look  on  what  he  left  behind,  and  a 
trembling  eye  on  the  fcene  that  is  before  him  ?  Be- 
ing formed  by  our  Creator  for  enjoyments  even  in 
this  life,  we  are  endowed  with  a  fenfibility  to  the  ob- 
je£ls  around  us.  We  have  aflfe&ions,  and  we  delight 
to  indulge  them :  we  have  hearts,  and  we  want  to 
beftow  them.  Bad  as  the  world  is,  we  find  in  it  ob- 
jeds  of  affection  and  attachment.  Even  in  this  wafte 
and  howling  wildemefs,  there  are  fpots  of  verdure 
and  of  beauty,  of  power  to  charm  the  mind,  and 
make  us  cry  out,  **  It  is  good  for  us  to  be  here/* 
When,  after  the  obfervation  and  experience  of  years^ . 
we  have  found  out  the  objeds  of  the  foul,  and  met 
with  minds  congenial  to  our  own,  what  pangs  muft 
it  give  to  the  heart,  to  think  of  parting  for  ever  ?  We 
even  contrad  an  attachment  to  inanimate  objefbs. 
The  tree  under  whofe  ihadow  we  have  often  fat ;  the 
fields  where  we  have  frequently  ftrayed ;  the  hill, 
the  fcene  of  contemplation,  or  the  haunt  of  friend- 
ihip,  become  objects  of  paflion  to  the  mind,  and  up^ 
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on  our  leaving  thern^  excite  a  temporary  forrow  and 
regret.  If  thefe  things  can  affeft  us  \i^ith  uneafinefs, 
how  great  muft  be  the  afilidion,  \irhen  ftretched  on 
that  bed  from  which  we  (hall  rife  no  more,  and  look- 
ing about  for  the  laft  time  on  the^  lad  circle  of  our 
weeping  friends !  How  great  muft  be  the  afiUdion, 
to  diffolve  at  once  all  the  attachments  of  life ;  to  bid 
an  eternal  adieu  to  the  friends  whom  we  long  have 
loved,  and  to  part  for  ever  with  all  that  is  dear  be« 
low  the  fun  !  But  let  not  the  Chriftian  be  difconfo- 
late.  He  parts  with  the  objeds  of  his  affedion,  to 
meet  them  again ;  to  meet  them  in  a  better  world, 
where  change  never  enters,  and  from  whofe  blifsful 
manfions  forrow  flies  away.  At  the  refurreftion  of 
the  juft ;  in  the  great  aifembly  of  the  fons  of  God, 
when  all  the  family  of  heaven  are  gathered  together, 
not  one  perfon  fhall  be  miffing  that  was  worthy  of 
thy  affedion  or  efteem.  And  if  among  imperfeft 
creatures,  and  in  a  troubled  world,  the  kind,  the  ten- 
der, and  the  generous  affedions  have  fuch  power  to 
charm  the  heart,  that  even  the  tears  which  they  oc- 
caiion  delight  us,  what  joy  unfpeakabie  and  glorious 
will  they  produce,  when  they  exift  in  perfect  minds, 
and  are  improved  by  the  purity  of  the  heavens ! 

Chriftianity  alfo  gives  us  confolation  in  the  tranfi- 
tion  from  this  world  to  the  next.  Every  change  in 
life  awakens  anxiety ;  whatever  is  unknown,  is  the 
objeft  of  fear  ;  no  wonder  then  that  it  is  awful  and 
alarming  to  nature,  to  think  of  that  time  when  the 
hour  of  our  departure  is  at  hand  ;  when  this  animal 
frame  (hall  be  diifolved,  and  the  myfterious  bond  be- 
tween foul  and  body  Ihall  be  broken.  Even  the  vifi- 
ble  effeds  of  mortality  are  not  without  terror  -,  to 
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have  no  more  a  name  among  the  living  ;  to  pafs  in* 
to  the  dominions  of  the  dead ;  to  have  the  worm  for 
a  companion,  and  a  fifter,  are  events  at  ^hich  nature 
fliudders  and  ftarts  back;  But  more  awful  ftill  is 
the  invifible  fcene,  when  the  curtain  between  both 
worlds  ihall  be  drawn  back,  and  the  foul  naked  and 
difembodied  appear  in  the  prefi^nce  of  its  Creator. 
Even  under  thefe  thoughts^  the  comforts  of  Chrif- 
tianity  may  delight  thy  foul.  Jefus,  thy  Saviour, 
has  the  keys  of  death  ^  ,the.  abodes  of  the  dead  are 
part  of  his  kingdom.  He  lay  in  th/^  grave,  and  hal« 
lowed  it  for  the  repofe  of  the  juft.  Before  our  Lord 
afcended  up  on  high,  he  faid  to  his  difciples,  **  I 
**  go  to  my  Father  and  to  your  Father,  to  my  God 
**  and  to  your  God  ;"  and  when  the  time  of  your 
departure  is  at  hand,  you  go  to  your  Father  and  his 
Father,  to  your  God  and  his  God. 

Enlightened  by  thefe  difcoveries,,trufting  to  the 
merits  of  his  Redeemer,  and  animated  with  the  hope 
which  is  fet  before  him,  the  Chriflian  will  depart 
with  tranquillity  and  joy.  To  him  the  bed  of  death 
will  not  be  a  fcene  of  terror,  nor  the  laft  hour  an 
hour  of  defpair.  There  is  a  majefly  in  the  death  of 
the  Chriftian.  He  partakes  of  the  fpirit  of  that  world 
to  which  he  is  advancing,  and  he  meets  his  latter 
end  with  a  face  that  looks  to  the  heavens. 
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Psalm  xcVii.  i. 
The  Lord  reigneib,  let  the  earth  rejoice. 

X.  O  thinking  men,  the  univerfe  pre- 
fents  a  fcene  of  wonders.  They  find  themfelves 
br o  ugh t  into  the  world  ^  they  know  not  how.  If  they 
look  around  them,  they  behold  the  eapth  clothed  with 
an  infinite  variety  of  herbs  and  fruits,  fubfervlent 
to  their  ufe,  or  adminiftering  to  their  delight.  If 
they  look  above  them,  they  behold  the  hoft  of  heav- 
en walking  in  brightnefs  and  in  beauty ;  the  fun  ru- 
ling the  day  ;  the  moon  and  the  ftars  governing  the 
night.  If  they  attend  to  the  courfe  of  nature,  they 
behold  with  wonder  the  various  revolutions  of  the 
year  ;  the  gradual  return  of  the  feafons,  and  the  con- 
ftant  viciflitude  of  day  and  of  night.  Whilft  thus 
they  are  employed^  they  behold  in  the  heavens  the 
glory  of  their  Creator  J  they  difcover  in  the  firma- 
ment the  handywork  of  Omnipotence,  and  they  hear 
the  voice  that  nature  fends  out  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  that  all  things  are  the  workmanlhip  of  a  fu* 
preme  and  intelligent  Caufe.  As  from  thefe  events 
they  conclude  the  Almighty  to  be  the  Maker  of  the 
world  ;  from  the  fame  events,  they  conclude  that  he 
is  the  Governor  of  the  world  which  he  hath  made, 
and  that  Divine  power  is  as  requifite  to  preferve  the 
order  and  harmony  of  the  world  now,  as  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  eftablifli  it  at  the  firft.  But  when  expcri- 
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ence  unfolded  to  them  the  powers  of  natural  bodies  ; 
when  they  faw  machines  contrived  by  human  fkill, 
exhibiting  motions,  and  producing  effeds,  fimilar  to 
thofe  which  they  obferved  in  nature,  by  the  impulfe 
of  matter  upon  matter  ;  and  when  they  faw  ihefe 
machines  regularly  exhibiting  fuch  motions,regularly 
producing  fuch  effefts,  although  the  head  that  contri- 
ved, and  the  hand  that  put  them  together,  were  remo- 
ved from  them  ;  this  raifed  an  opinion,  in  fome  fpecu- 
lative  minds,  that  the  world  refembled  fuch  machines ; 
and  that,  as  a  clock  will  fliow  the  hour  of  the  day,  in 
virtue  of  its  original  frame  and  conftitution,  without 
any  further  interpofition  of  the  artificer  that  framed 
it,  fo  nature,  in  virtue  of  its  original  frame  and  con- 
ftitution,  may  and  does  produce  every  effeft  which 
we  fee  around  us,  without  any  further  interpofition 
of  its  Divine  Author. 

This  opinion  is  frequently  mentioned  and  confuted 
in  the  Sacred  Scriptures.  Thofe  men  are  con- 
demned whofe  belief  it  was,  that,  in  the  courfe  of 
human  affairs,  the  Lord  would  not  do  good,  neither 
would  he  do  evil.  Although  I  feldom  choofe  to 
carry  you  through  the  barren  and  unpleafant  field* 
of  controverfy,  yet,  as  this  queftion  affefts  fo  deeply 
our  religious  comfort  in  this  ftate,  and  our  hopes  of 
happinefs  in  a  future  world,  I  fliall  confider  it  at 
large,  and  (hall,  in  ihtfirji  place,  Show  you  the  ab- 
furd^ty  of  that  opinion  which  would  exclude  God 
from  the  government  of  the  world.  Secondly^  Eftab- 
lifh  and  confirm  the  doftrine  of  a  particular  Provi-^ 
dence.  Thirdly^  Show  you  the  grounds  of  joy  arifing 
to  the  world  from  fuch  a  Providence. 

In  xhtfrji  place,  I  am  to  (how  the  abfurdity  of  that 
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opinion  which  would  exclude  God  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  world. 

It  has  been  thought  by  fome,  "  That  the  Creator 
**  of  the  univcrfe  formed  the  conftitution  of  nature  in 
*^  fuch  a  manner  at  the  beginning,  as  to  ftand  in  need 
^*  of  no  fucceeding  change ;  that  he  eftabliflied  certain 
^^  laws  in  the  material  and  in  the  moral  world,  which 
**  uniformly  and  invariably  take  place,  producing  all 
"  the  eflFeds  which  he  ever  intended  they  (hould  pro- 
*'  duce ;  as  when  an  artift  frames  a  machine  for  cer- 
"  tain  purpofes,  and  for  a  limited  duration,  the  effefts 
*'  which  refult  from  it  fpring  not  from  the  immediate 
**  diredion  and  influence  of  the  artift,  but  from  the 
*'  original  frame  and  compofition  of  the  machine/' 
Such  is  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  hold  what  they 
call  a  general  Providence.  We,  on  the  other  hand, 
maintain,  that  **  Almighty  God,  upon  fpecial  occa- 
•*  fions,  direds  and  overrules  the  courfe  of  events, 
'^  both  in  the  natural  and  moral  world,  by  an  imme- 
^'  diate  influence,  to  anfwer  the  great  defigns  of  his 
^*  univerfal  government." 

With  refpe6l  to  a  general-Providence,  this  mechan- 
ical fyftem,  this  engine  by  which  fomeperfons  would 
throw  out  the  fuperintending  Providence  of  Heaven, 
is  a  creature  of  the  brain.  It  is  a  mere  prefumption. 
It  is  by  its  own  nature  incapable  of  proof.  From 
whence  fhould  the  evidence  arife  ?  Art  thou  who  ex- 
cludeft  God  from  his  works,  intrufted  with  the  fecrets 
of  heaven?  Wert  thou  prefent  when  God  laid  the 
foundations  of  the  world  ?  Wert  thou  privy  to  his 
councils  ?  Or  do  you  now  fee,  or  can  you  fliow,  that 
original  caufe,  or  thofe  original  caufes,  eftabliflied  by 
God  at  the  creation,  from  which  all  the  various  ef% 
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feds  in  nature  may  be  deduced,  and  into  i^hich  thef 
may  mechanicaliy  be  refolved  ?  Can  you  fliow  the 
immediate  caufe  of  lightning  or  of  rain,  or  of  any 
Other  phenomenon  in  nature,  and  from  the  immedit 
ate  caufe  afceqd  to  the  fecond,  from  the  fecond  to  the 
third,  and  fo  upward  till  you  come  to  the  laft  link  of 
the  chain,  which  hangs  immediately  upon  the  throne 
of  God  ?  This  can  be  done  in  the  works  of  art. 
An  artift  will  fhow  you  the  dependence  of  all  the 
movements  in  a  machine  upon  one  another.  And 
when  you  are  as  well  acquainted  with  the  fiibric  of 
the  world,  as  you  may  be  with  the  ftrudure  of  a  ma- 
chine, you  may  then  fpeak  of  your  chain  of  mechaiv 
ical  caufes  and  effeds.  But,  alas  1  the  molt  improved 
philofophy  can  do  no  more  but  ikim  the  furface  of 
things ;  and  in  its  progrefs  from  the  immediate  yifi- 
ble  to  the  firft  invifible  caufe,  at  one  or  two  removes, 
it  finds  its  period,  beyond  which  it  cannot  go. 

Further,  This  mechanical  fyftem  of  governing  thri 
world  without  the  immediate  interpofition  of  the 
Deity,  undermines  the  foundation  of  all  religious 
worfliip.  When  we  pray  for  our  daily  bread,  what 
do  we  aik  but  theblefling  of  God  upon  the  earth,  to 
yield  her  fruits  in  due  feafon  ?  When  ^e  a(k  the 
bleffing  of  God  upon  our  meals,  what  do  we  lefis 
than  recognife  his  fupreme  power,  and  implore  him 
to  make  the  gifts  of  his  Providence  the  means  of  our 
fuftenance  and  refrefhment?  This  difclaims  every 
notion  of  natural  caufes  and  effeds  that  fhuts  out 
God  J  it  fuppofes  his  concurrence  and  co-operation 
direding  all  the  operations  of  nature.  Again,  when 
we  pray  for  the  graces  and  virtues  of  the  fpiritual 
^fe,  what  do  we  afk  but  the  Diviiie  aid  to  ftrengtlx> 
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en  the  good  difpofitions  he  hath  already  given  us, 
find  fo  to  direft  and  order  the  courfe  of  events,  that 
we  maybe  kept  from  temptation,  or  not  be  overcome 
when  we  are  tempted  ?  But  thi^  fuppofes  the  fuper- 
intendence  of  God  over  us  ;  fuppofes  his  intcrpofia. 
tion  in  human  affairs  }  fuppofes  his  providence  con« 
tinually  exerted  in  adminiftering  to  the  wants  of  his 
creatures,  according  as  their  circumftances  require. 
If  this  account  be  juft,  then  our  worlhip  is  a  rcafon^ 
able  fervice.  But  if  thefe  are  vain  words,  then  our 
worfliip  alfo  is  vain.  Then  every  one  that  goes  into 
his  clofet  to  pray,  goes  only  to  aft  foolifhly  ;  then 
all  the  good  and  the  pious,  every  where  over  the  face 
of  the  whole  earth,  that  are  calling  upon  the  Moft 
High  God,  are  as  ufelefsly,  as  abfurdly  employed,  aa 
if  they  were  falling  down  before  a  dumb  idol,  and 
paying  their  devotions  to  images  of  wood  or  ftone. 

Further  ftill.  This  mechanical  fyftem,  in  a  great 
meafure,  annihilates  the  moral  perfeftions  of  the  Di- 
vine nature.  It  places  the  Almighty  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
dolence, which  is  inconfiftent  with  every  idea  of  per- 
feftion ;  it  makes  him  an  idle  and  unconcerned  fpec^ 
tator  of  his  own  works,  and  reprefents  him  as  be- 
holding virtue  and  vice,  the  finner  and  the  faint,  with 
an  equal  eye.  There  are  iliany  fcenes  in  human  life, 
at  which,  if  we  were  prefent,  it  would  be  criminal 
for  us  not  to  take  a  part.  Did  we  fee  the  hands  of 
the  violent  raifed  to  (lied  innocent  blood,  and  not 
rufli  to  prevent  the  horrid  deed  ;  did  we  know  the  re- 
treats of  the  robber  and  murderer,  and  not  endeav- 
our to  bring  them  to  public  juftice,  we  would  bo^ 
reckoned  in  part  guilty  of  their  crimes,  as,  by  a  crim^ 
iujd  omifiion,  we  Ihould  endanger  the  peace  of  the 
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public,  and  the  interefts  of  fociety;  If  we,  bring 
evil,  would  abhor  fuch  a  chara&er,  ihall  we  impute 
it,  can  we  impute  it,  to  Him  who  is  infinite  in  good- 
nefs,  and  who  is  poffeffed  of  abfolute  perfeftion  ?  To 
what  purpofe  is  God  every  where  pefent,  if  he  is  not 
every  where  employed  ?  Whereto  ferves  infinite  pow- 
er,  if  it  muft  be  for  ever  dormant  ?  Whereto  ferves 
infinite  wifdom,  if  it  is  never  to  be  exercifed  ?  To 
what  purpofe  are  the  Divine  goodnefs,  and  the  Di- 
vine juftice,  if  we  only  hear  of  their  names  ?  Are  all 
the  Attributes  of  the  Godhead  in  vain  ?  How  falfe, 
Jiow  abfurd,  how  blafphemous,  is  an  opinion  that 
would  deftroy  every  Divine  perfeftion ! 

I  have  thus  fhown  you  the  abfurdity  of  that  fyftem 
which  would  exclude  God  from  the  government  of 
the  univerfe  ;  and  I  am  now,  in  t\it  fecond  place,  to 
eftabliih  and  confirm  the  dodrine  of  a  particular 
Providence,  This  doftrine  is  founded  both  upon  rea- ' 
fon  and  the  Scriptures,  ' 

Reafon  and  true  philofophy  never  attempt  to  fep- 
arate  God  from  his  works.  We  muft  own  him  in 
the  fky  to  hold  the  planets  in  their  refpeftive  orbits ; 
we  muft  own  him  in  the  earth,  and  m  the  fe^s,  to 
ke^p  them  within  their  proper  bounds,  and  we  muft 
own  him  through  the  whole  fyftem  of  nature,  to  fup- 
port  and  maintain  that  gravitating  force  which  gives 
confiftency  and  ftability  to  all  material  things.  Rea- 
fon tells  us,  that  it  is  not  probable  that  the  Creator 
qf  the  univerfe  would  forfake  that  world  which  he 
had  made ;  that  it  is  not  probable  that  a  Being  pof- 
feffed of  infinite  perfefUon  can  be  an  idle  and  uncon- 
^lerned  fpeSator  of  his  own  works. 

9ut  our  chi^f  evidence  for  this  doftrine  refts.  up^ 
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on  Revelation.     Mankind  obtained  early  notices  of 
the  Divine  fuperintendence,  by  peculiar  interpofi- 

Itions.  In  the  hiftory  of  the  Old  Tellanient,  we  have 
an  account  of  the  lofs  of  Paradife  by  fin  j  of  the  ban- 
ifiunent  of  Cain  for  the  murder  of  his  brother ;  of  the 
tranflation  of  Enoch,  as  the  reward  of  his  righteouf- 
nefs  J  of  the  wickednefs  of  the  old  world,  and  its 
dellrudlion  by  the  deluge,  Noah  and  his  family  only 
excepted,  who,  by  the  eminence  of  his  piety,  found 
grace  in  the  fight  of  God  to  become  the  Father  of 
the  new  world.  When  this  new  world  revolted 
from  God,  and  ran  into  idolatry,  we  fee  Abraham 
called  out  to  be  the  head  of  a  mighty  nation,  which 
grew  up  and  flouriihed,  by  a  feries  of  the  moft  won- 
derful providences ;  governed  by  laws  of  God's  own 
appointment ;  with  promifes  of  prote£tion  and  blef- 
fing,  fo  long  as  they  fhould  be  obedient,  and  threat- 
enings  of  puniihment  and  deflrufiion,  if  they  fell  off* 
to  ferve  other  gods  ;  which  in  the  event  were  punc- 
tually verified.  This  was  a  vifible  and  a  (landing 
evidence  of  a  governing  Providence.  The  doftrinc 
was  thus  eftablifhed  upon  a  higher  authority  than 
reafon,  and  upon  better  evidence  than  the  light  of 
nature.  God  revealed  himfelf  to  men  as  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  world,  the  avenger  of  the  wicked,  and 
the  protestor  of  the  good.  But,  although,  in  admin- 
iftering  the  affairs  of  the  univerfe,  the  object  of  Prov- 
idence fhould  be  to  deprefs  the  bad  and  to  favour  the 
good ;  yet  an  exad  retribution  of  rewards  and  pun- 
Ifhments  was  none  of  the  ends  of  his  adminiilration 
in  this  fcene  of  things.  This  would  have  defeated 
the  plan  of  his  Providence,  .and  fuperfeded  the  ne- 
oeifity  of  a  day  of  judgment.    Neverthelefs,  he  would 
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iPrequently  interpofe  to  puniQi  fighal  wickednefs,  tf 
reward  illuftrious  virtue.  Thus,  in  the  early  ages  of 
the  world,  he  did  often  miraculoufly  interpofe,  to 
let  the  nations  underfland  that  he  took  notice  of 
their  righteous  or  unrighteous  deeds ;  that  he  had 
power  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  his  laws  ;  and  to 
make  examples  whenever  it  was  requifite,  for  the 
correftion  and  reformation  of  men.  Miraculous  in- 
terpofiiions  were  not  intended  to  be  permanent  or 
perpetual ;  yet  the  providence  of  God  was  not  to 
teaie.  Accordingly,  he  took  care  to  inform  us,  that 
what  in  the  firft  ages  he  had  done  vifibly  and  by  mir- 
acles, he  would  do  in  the  latter  ages  by  the  invifible 
direftion  of  natural  caufes.  The  Scriptures  are  fo 
full  of  this  notion,  that  it  would  be  endlefs  to  be  par- 
ticular. You  may  read  the  28th  chapter  of  Deute- 
ronomy, where  you  will  fee  all  the  powers  of  nature 
fummoned  as  inftruments  in  the  hand  of  the  Almigh- 
ty, to  execute  the  purpofes  of  his  will ;  where  you 
behold  them  commiffioned  to  favour  the  good  with 
national  profperity,  with  domeflic  comforts,  with 
fafety  from  their  enemies,  with  fruitful  feafons,  with 
a  numerous  offspring,  and  with  an  abundanee  of  all 
bleffings  J  commiffioned  to  punifh  the  wicked  with 
national  diftreffes,  with  indigence,  with  flavery,  with 
deftruftions  and  moleftations  of  every  kind,  by  war, 
.  by  famine,  and  by  all  forts  of  difeafes.  From  all 
which,  the  plain  inference  is  this.  That  the  moft 
common  and  moft  familiar  events,  are  under  the  di- 
reSion  of  God,  and  by  him  are  ufed  as  inftruments, 
cither  for  the  hurt  or  for  the  good  of  men. 

How  this  particular  Providence  operates,  may,-  in 
*fome  degree,  be  conteived  by  us.    Man,  in  his  limit- 
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ed  fphere,  can  take  fome  dire£Uon  of  natural  caufes* 
^ou  can  dire^  the  element  of  fire  either  to  warm 
or  to  confume ;  the  elements  of  air  and  water  to 
cherifli  and  to  annoy.  Does  not  that  power,  then, 
in  a  more  illuftrious  manner,  belong  to  God  ?  Is  it 
not  as  eafy  for  Him^  think  you,  to  give  laws  to  the 
temped,  where  to  fpend  its  force ;  to  dired  the  me- 
teor flying  in  the  air,  where  to  fall,  and  whom  to  con- 
fume ?  Are  the  elemental  and  fubtetraneous  fires 
bound  up  ?  He  can  let  them  loofe.  Are  they  broken 
loofe  ?  He  dan  collect  them  as  in  the  hollow  of  his 
hand.  And  all  this  he  performs,  without  unhinging 
the  general  fyftem,  and  without  any  vifible  tokens  to 
us,  that  he  is  at  all  concerned,  though  in  truth  he  is 
the  efl^eftive  agent.  In  like  manner,  we  may  com- 
prehend, in  fome  meafure,  how  God  may  diteft,  not 
only  the  motions  of  the  inanimate  and  pafllve  part 
of  the  creation,  but  alfo  the  determinations  of  free 
agents,  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  his  providence. 
The  hearts  of  men  are  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  as 
much  as  the  rivers  of  water.  This  does  not  in  the 
leall  deftroy  the  freedom  of  human  a£Uon$.  Every 
one  knows  that  the  a£ls  of  free  agents  are  determin-* 
ed  by  circumilances  ;  and  thefe  circumftances  are 
always  in  the  hand  of  God.  The  difpofitions  and 
refolutions  of  men  are  apt  to  vary,  according  to  the 
different  turn  or  flow  of  their  fpirits,  or  their  difter- 
ent  fituations  in  life,  as  to  health  or  ficknefs,  ilrength 
or  weaknefs,  joy  or  forrow  ;  and  by  the  direftion  of 
thefe,  God  may  raife  up  enemies,  or  create  friends, 
ftir  up  war,  or  make  peace.  Take,  as  an  inftance, 
the  hiftory  of  Haman.  That  wicked  man  had  long 
meditated  the  deftruftion  of  Mordecai  the  Jew,  wd 
P 
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rather  tihan  not  fatiate  his  vengeance  upon  him, 
would  involve  the  whole  Jewifli  nation  in  utter  de- 
flruflion.  He  at  iafl  obtained  a  decree,  fentencing 
this  whole  people  to  the  fword  ;  and  the  day  was 
fixed.  In  this  crifis  of  their  fate,  How  was  the  cho- 
fen  nation  to  be  delivered  ?  Was  God  vifibly  and 
miraculoufly  to  interpofe  in  favour  of  his  own  peo- 
ple ?  This  he  could  have  done  j  but  he  chofe  rather 
to  aft  according  to  the  ordinary  train  of  fecond  cauf- 
es.  He  who  giveth  fleep  to  his  beloved,  withheld 
it  from  Ahafuerus,  the  monarch  of  Perfia.  In  order 
to  pafs  the  night,  he  called  for  the  records  of  his 
reign.  There  he  found  it  written,  that  Mordecai 
had  detefted  a  confpiracy  formed  againft  the  life  of 
the  king,  and  that  he  had  never  been  rewarded  for 
it.  By  this  fingle  circumftance,  a  fudden  reverfe 
took  place.  Mordecai  was  advanced  to  honor  and 
rewards  ;  the  villany  of  Haman  was  detefted  ;  the 
decree  fatal  to  the  Jews  was  revoked  ;  and  the  na- 
tion of  the  Jews  was  faved  from  inftant  deftruftion. 
In  like  manner,  in  the  hiftory  of  Jofeph,  and  other 
hiftories  of  the  Old  Teftament,  you  fee  the  moft  fa- 
miliar events  made  inflruments  in  the  hauid  of  God 
to  eflefl  the  purpofes  of  his  will. 

There  is  then  a  particular  Providence.  The  arm 
of  the  Almighty,  reaching  from  heaven  to  earth,  is 
continually  employed.  All  things  are  full  of  God. 
In  the  regions  of  the  air  ;  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth ; 
and  in  the  chambers  of  the  fea,  his  power  is  felt. 
Every  event  in  life  is  under  his  direftion  and  con- 
trol.  Nothing  is  fortuitous  or  accidental.  Let  me 
caution  you,  however,  againft  abufing  this  doftrine, 
by  judging  of  the  charafters  of  perfonsfrom  their 
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outward  circumftances.    It  is  to  be  remembered, 
j  that  the  prefent  life  is  not  a  ftate  of  recompence,  but 

a  ftate  of  trial  ;  confequeatly,  men  are  not  de^lt 
with  in  outward  difpenfations  according  to  their  true 
charafler.  The  goods  of  Nature  and  Providence 
are  diftributed  indifcriminately  among  mankind. 
The  fun  ihines,  the  rain  falls,  upon  the  juft  and  the 
unjuft.  It  is  a  dangerous  error,  therefore,  to  judge 
of  moral  charader  from  external  condition  in  life. 
This  was  the  error  of  Job's  friends  ;  this  the  founda- 
tion of  the  cenfures  they  cafl  againft  this  excellent 
perfon,  and  for  which  they  were  reproved.  The  in- 
tention of  the  book  of  Job  is,  to  fhow  the  falfenefs  of 
that  fuppofition,  by  reprefenting  the  incomprehenfi- 
ble  Majefty  of  God,  and  the  unfearchable  nature  of 
his  wbrks.  Many  inftances  in  Scripture  confirm  the 
*  truth  of  this  obfervation.  Who,  that  faw  David,  re- 
I  duced  to  (traits,  wandering  for  refuge  in  the  rocks 

I  and  dens  of  the  wildernefs,  would  have  believed  him 

to  be  the  prince  whom  God  had  chofen  ?  Who,  that 
beheld  Nebuchadnezzar  walking  in  his  palace,  fur- 
rounded  with  all  the  pomp  and  fplendour  of  the 
eaft,  would  have  believed  him  to  be  the  objed  of 
Divine  difpleafure,  and  that  the  decree  was  gone 
out,  that  he  was  to  be  driven  among  the  beafts  ? 
Who,  that  beheld  our  Lord  in  the  form  of  a  fervant, 
would  have  believed  that  he  was  the  Mafter  of  Na- 
ture ? 

I  am,  Iq/tfyj  To  deduce  the  practical  confequences 
from  the  dodrine,  by  fliowing  you  the  grounds  of 
joy  and  confolation  that  it  gives  to  the  world. 

In  the /rjl  place,  The  doftrine  of  a  fuperintending 
Providence  yields  us  joy  and  confolation  with  refped 
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to  our  lot  in  life.  Many  perfons  are  accuftomed  to 
complain  concerning  their  fituation  and  circumftan- 
ces  in  the  world.  Their  defires  and  their  fortune  do 
not  correfpond  ;  they  think  that  they  are  mifplaced 
by  Providence,  and  look  upon  the  lot  of  their  neigh- 
bours as  more  eligible  than  their  own.  It  is  impof- 
iible,  in  the  prefent  fyftera  of  things,  that  all  men 
can  be  alike.  Nature,  through  all  her  works,  de- 
lights in  variety.  Though  every  flower  is  beautiful^ 
and  every  ftar  is  glorious ;  yet  one  flower  excel- 
leth  another  in  beauty,  and  one  ftar  exceedeth  anoth- 
er in  glory.  There  are  alfo  diverfities  in  human  life, 
and  a  beautiful  fubordination  prevails  araongft  man- 
kind. The  Father  of  Spirits  hath  communicated 
himfelf  to  men  in  different  degrees.  But  although 
all  men  cannot  be  alike  ;  yet  all  men  may  enjoy  a 
great  meafure  of  happinefs.  Every  ftation  in  life 
poflefTes  its  comforts  and  advantages.  In  thofe  com- 
parifons  you  make  of  your  life  with  that  of  others, 
when  you  would  wi(h  to  exchange  places  with  fome 
of  your  more  fortunate  neighbours,  do  you  not  al- 
ways find  fomething  in  which  you  have  the  fuperior- 
ity  ?  Is  there  not  fome  talent  of  the  mind,  fome  qual- 
ity of  the  heart,  fomething  where  you  think  your 
ftrength  lies,  fome  one  fource  of  enjoyment,  which 
you  would  wilb  ftill  to  retain  ?  Is  not  this  the  teftimo- 
ny  of  nature,  that  you  are  happier  in  that  path  of 
life,  than  you  would  be  in  another  ?  Wherever  you 
are  placed  by  Providence,  the  ftation  appointed  is 
the  poft  of  honor.  A  general,  in  the  day  of  battle, 
marlhals  his  army  according  as  he  fees  proper,  and 
diftributes  the  pofts  o(  danger  and  importance,  ac- 
cording to  the  courage  and  conduft  of  his  foldiers,. 
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Your  Commander  knows  yonr  abilities  better  than 
you  do  yourfelves ;  he  prefcribcd  to  you  the  duty 
you  have  to  execute  ;  and  he  marked  out  the  path  ia 
which  you  are  to  feek  for  honor  and  immortality. 
It  is  from  your  difcharge  of  thefe  offices  afligaed  to 
you,  that  the  happinefs  of  your  life,  and  the  perfec- 
tion of  your  charader,  are  to  arife.  It  is  not  from 
the  fphere  they  hold  in  life,  but  from  the  luftre  they 
caft  around  them  in  that  fphere,  that  men  rank  in 
the  Divine  eftimation,  and  figure  in  the  annals  of  e- 
temity.  If,  with  five  talents,  you  gain  five  more,  or 
if,  even  with  one  talent,  you  gain  another,  you  are 
as  praifeworthy  as  he  who,  with  ten  talents,  gaineth 
other  ten  talents.  » 

Further,  As  in  a  kingdom,  every  highway  leads 
to  the  capital  ;  as  in  a  circle^  every  line  terminates 
in  the  centre  ;  fo,  in  the  wide  circle  of  nature,  every 
line  terminates  in  heaven ;  and  every  path  in  life 
conduds  alike  to  the  great  city  of  God.  The  pref- 
ent  ftate  is  intimately  conne£led  with  the  future  ;  the 
life  which  we  now  lead,  is  an  education  for  the  life 
which  is  to  come.  If  your  mind  were  enlarged  to 
comprehend  all  the  connexions  and  dependencies  of 
things  J  if  your  eyes  were  opened  to  take  in  the 
whole  of  your  immortal  eziftence,  you  would  then 
fee  and  acknowledge,  that  Providence  had  affigned 
to  you  the  very  ftation  you  would  have  wiflied  to 
fill ;  the  very  part  you  would  have  chofen  to  aO:. 
Trufting,  therefore,  in  that  God  who  prefides  over 
the  univerfe  ;  aflured  of  that  wifdom  and  goodnefs 
which  direSt  the  whole  train  of  the  Divine  adminiftra- 
tions,  each  of  us  may  exprefs  our  joy  in  the  words  of 
the  Pfalmift  :  <*  The  lines  have  fallen  to  me  in  pleaf- 
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*'  ant  places  ;  I  have  a  goodly  heritage  :  the  Lord  is 
"  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance ;  the  Lord  will 
**  command  the  bleffing,  even  life  for  evermore.** 

In  the  fecond  place^  This  dodrine  will  yield  us 
confolation  during  the  afBiftions  which  we  meet 
with  in  life.  If  we  believed  that  the  univerfe  was  a* 
ftate  of  anarchy,  confufion,  and  uproar,  that  the 
Governor  of  the  world  was  a  cruel  and  malignant 
being,  who  made*fport  of  human  mifery,  and  took 
pleafure  in  punifliing  his  unhappy  creatures,  fuch 
a  thought  would  overwhelm  the  mind;  it  would 
turn  the  gloom  of  adverfity  into  thefhadow  of  death, 
and  mingle  poifon  in  the  cup  of  bitternefs  which  we 
are  doomed  to  drink.  But  the  Scriptures  inform  us, 
that  the  dark  difpenfations  of  Providence  are  part  of 
that  plan  which  has  the  good  of  the  world  for  its 
objeft  ;  take  their  rife  from  the  goodnefs  of  our  Fa- 
ther in  heaven  ;  are  intended  for  the  reformation  and 
final  blefTednefs  of  his  children.  The  fame  word  of 
life  which  fays,  ^'  BleiTed  is  the  man  whom  thou 
"  choofeft  and  makeft  approach  unto  thee,**  fays  al- 
fo,  *'  Bleffed  is  the  man  whom  thou  chafteneft.*'  So 
far  from  being  marks  of  the  Divine  wrath,  the  afflic- 
tions of  life  are  tokens  of  the  Divine  love.  While 
heedlefs  and  unthinking  we  go  aflray,  God  intereils 
himfelf  in  our  favour,  and  fends  thefe  his  meflengers 
to  bring  us  to  himfelf.  It  is  but  a  narrow  and  im- 
pQrfeA  view  we  take  of  affli&ions,  when  we  confider 
them  only  as  trials.  They  are  not  fo  much  intend- 
ed for  the  trial  as  for  the  cultivation  of  virtue.  They 
are  fent  by  Providence,  to  mortify  your  unruly  paf- 
iions  ;  to  wean  you  from  the  world  ;  to  prepare  you 
for  heaven.    They  are  fent  for  the  improvement  of 
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your  nature ;  for  the  increafe  of  your  graces,  and  for 
the  fuperabounding  of  your  joy  to  all  eternity* 
When  under  the  affli&ing  hand  of  Heaven  therefore, 
you  are  ftanding  a  candidate  for  immortality ;  you 
are  fingled  out  by  Providence  to  exert  the  part  of 
a  chriftian,  and  you  are  called  forth  to  exhibit  to 
the  world  a  pattern  of  the  fuffering  virtues.  He  ift 
but  a  novice  in  the  fchool  of  Chrift,  who  has  not 
learned  to  fuffer.  The  beft  affe&ions  of  the  heart, 
the  nobleft  graces  of  the  foul,  the  higheft  virtues  of 
life,  the  offering  that  is  moft  acceptable  to  Heaven, 
arife  from  the  proper  improvement  of  adverfity. 
The  blelTed  above,  whom  the  Prophet  faw  arrayed 
in  white  before  the  throne,  came  out  of  great  tribu- 
lation ;  the  bleffed  above,  whom  he  heard  finging  the 
fong  of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb,  learned  the  firil  notes 
of  it  on  the  bed  of  forrow. 

Such  is  the  intention  of  afflidions  which  Provi- 
dence fends,  and  even  under  thefe  afflidions  God  is 
with  his  people.  Tou  are  ever  under  the  hand  of  a 
merciful  Creator,  who  doth  not  afflifl  willingly,  nor 
grieve  the  children  of  men.  He  knoweth  your 
frame  j  he  remembereth  that  you  are  but  duft ;  he 
will  afflid  you  no  further  than  you  are  able  to  bear ; 
and  as  your  days  are,  he  hath  promifed  that  your 
fErength  (hall  be.  Nay,  in  all  your  afHidions  he  is 
prefent  with  you,  and  the  hand  that  bruifed  you 
binds  up  the  wound.  Let  not  then  your  hearts  be 
troubled.  Bear  up  under  the  preflure  of  wo.  Re- 
joice becaufe  the  Lord  reigneth,  and  exult  in  the 
languagjfe  of  the  Prophet ;  "  Although  the  figtree 
•*  fhould  not  bloffom,  nor  fruit  be  found  in  the  vine ; 
^*  though  the  lobour  of  the  olive  fhould  fail,  and  the 
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**  field  fhould  yield  no  meat ;  though  the  flocks 
**fliould  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  fhall  be 
*^no  herd  in  the  ftall,  yet  will  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord^ 
••'I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation.*' 

Thirdly^  With  refped  to  appearances  of  moral 
evil  and  diforder,  it  is  alHifting  to  the  mind  to  be- 
hold  diforder  in  the  univerfe  of  God  :  bad  men  of- 
ten exalted,  while  the  good  man's  lot  is  bitternefs 
and  pain  :  virtue  depreffed,  and  vice  triumphant* 
He  who  caufed  light  to  arife  out  of  darknefs,  and  or^ 
der  and  beauty  to  fpring  from  chaos  and  confufion, 
can  correft  thefe  irregularities.  He  not  only  re- 
ftrains,  and  fays,  "  Hitherto,  and  no  further."  He 
alfo  overrules  and  makes  the  wrath  of  men  to  praife 
him*  Hear  how  he  gives  commiffion,  and  fends 
Sennacherib  againft  Ifrael,  as  a  general  fends  a  wea- 
pon of  wan  "  O  Aflyrian,  the  rod  of  mine  anger, 
**  I  will  fend  him  againft  an  hypocritical  nation,  and 
*'  againft  the  people  of  my  wrath,  to  tread  them 
**  down  like  the  mire  of  the  ftreets.  Howbeit  he 
**  meaneth  not  fo,  neither  doth  his  heart  think  fo  ;'* 
that  is,  neither  doth  his  heart  think  that  he  is  a 
mere  inftrument  in  the  hand  of  God.  David  was 
raifed  to  the  throne  of  Ifrael  by  thofe  fteps  which 
his  foes  devifed  againft  him.  The  enemy  of  man- 
kind, feducing  our  firft  parents,  was  the  means  of 
their  being  elevated  to  a  greater  degree  of  happinefs 
and  glory. 

Lajily^  With  refpeft  to  our  departure  from  this 
world,  and  entering  upon  a  new  ftate  of  being,  we 
know  that  the  time  is  appointed,  when  duft  fhall  re- 
turn unto  duft,  and  the  fpirit  unto  God  who  gave  it. 
But  it  is  awful,  it  is  alarming  to  nature,  to  call  up  the 
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hour  \rhen  the  union  between  foul  and  body  fhall  be 
diflblved  ;  when  our  connexion  with  all  that  we 
held  dear  in  life  fhall  be  broken  off;  when  we  ihall 
enter  upon  a  new^  ftate  of  exiftence,  and  become  in- 
habitants  of  the  world  unknown*  But  even  then 
the  providence  of  God  will  give  us  comfort.  The 
Lord  reigneth  king  for  ever  and  ever*  The  domin- 
ions  of  the  dead  are  part  of  his  kingdom  }  time  and 
eternity^  the  world  that  now  is,  and  the  world  that 
is  to  come,  confefs  him  for  their  Lord.  When  thou 
goeil  through  the  dark  valley,  he  will  go  with  thee  i 
in  the  hour  of  diffolving  nature,  he  will  fupport  thy 
fpirit.  Thou  canft  not  go  but  where  God  is.'  •  A- 
round  thee  is  infinite  love,  and  underneath  theQ  arc 
the  everlafting  arms.    — ^ 
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Proverbs  iv.  i8# 

^he  path  ofihejuji  is  as  thejbining  light,  that  Jhinetb 
more  and  more  unto  the  ferfeSi  day. 

IxUMAN  life  has  been  often  com- 
pared to  a  journey,  for  this  as  well  as  for  other  rea- 
fons,  that  we  are  always  making  progrefs  in  our  way. 
In  whatever  path  we  fet  out,  there  is  ho  (landing 
ftilL  Evil  men  wax  worfe  and  worfe  :  the  corrup- 
tions of  their  nature  gather  ftrength  :  the  vices 
which  they  have  contracted  grow  into  habit  ;  the 
evil  principle  is  for  ever  on  the  increafe,  till  having 
attained  the  afcendant  over  the  whole  man,  it  fub- 
jefts  him  entirely  to  its  own  power,  the  willing  and 
obedient  fervant  of  fin.  Good  men,  on  the  other 
hand,  make  advances  in  the  paths  of  righteoufhefa. 
The  grace  of  God,  which  is  given  unto  them,  lies 
not  dormant.  The  better  mind  with  which  they  are 
endowed,  incites  them  to  virtue  :  the  new  nature 
which  they  have  put  on,  pants  after  perfe&ion. 
They  give  all  diligence  to  add  to  their  faith  virtue^ 
9nd  to  virtue  temperance,  and  to  temperance  broth- 
erly kindnefs,  and  to  brotherly  kindnefs  charity,  un- 
til having  abounded  in  every  good  work,  they  per- 
it,Qi  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Such  a  life  is 
here  called  the  path  ofthejuji.  By  the  juft  in  Scrip- 
ture, are  not  meant  thofe  who  merely  abftain  from 
^Qing  unjuft  and  injurious  thipgs  to  their  neighbours. 
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The  juft  man  is  he  who  pofTefTes  that  fincerity  of 
hearty  and  that  integrity  of  the  whole  life  which 
•God  requires  of  man  • 

The  life  of  fuch  a  man  is  here  compared  to  the 
light  of  the  morning.  Nothing  in  nature  is  more 
lovely  than  the  light.  When  the  Spirit  began  to 
move  upon  the  face  of  the  deep,  light  was  the  firft 
effed  of  his  creating  power ;  and  when  the  fix  days* 
work  was  finiihed,  light  colleded  and  centre4  ^^  ^^^ 
fun,  continued  to  be  the  grandeft  and  moA  beauti- 
ful work  of  nature  j  fo  grand  and  beautiful,  that  a- 
iOaong  many  of  the  heathen  nations  it  was  worfhip- 
ped  as  the  vifible  divinity  of  the  world.  What  light 
is  to  the  face  of  external  nature,  the  beauty  of  holi- 
nefs  is  to  the  fouL  It  is  the  brightefl;  ornament  of 
an  immortal  fpirit ;  it  throws  a  glory  over  all  the  fac- 
ulties of  man  ;  and  forms  that  robe  of  beauty  with 
which  ibey  fliine,  who  walk  in  while  before  the 
throne  of  God,  ^^>^*-- 

But  it  is  chiefly  on  account  of  its  progreffive  na- 
ture, that  the  path  of  the  juft  is  here  compared  to 
the  ihining  light.  In  order  to  illuftrate  this,  I  fhalU 
in  xhtfirft  place,  fhow  you  how  we  fliall  know  if  we 
have  made  progrefs  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs. 
Secondly^  Give  you  fome  diredions  how  to  maks 
4urther  progrefs.  Thirdly^  Exhort  you  to  a  life  of 
progreffive  virtue. 

I  am  firft  then  to  (how  how  we  fhall  know  if  we 
have  made  progrefs  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs. 

In  theory?  place,  let  me  alk  you,  are  you  fenfible 
of  your  faults  and  imperfedHons  ?  The  firft  indica- 
tion  of  wifdom  is  to  confefs  our  ignorance,  and  the 
iBrft  ftcp  to  virtue  is  to  be  fenfible  of  our  own  imper- 
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fedtions.  The  novice  in  fcience  is  puffed  up  with 
bis  early  difcoveries  ;  when  the  firft  ray  of  wifdonv 
is  let  in  upon  his  mind,  he  thinks  that  by  it  he  can 
fee  and  know  all  things.  Deeper  views  and  matu- 
rer  refleftion  convince  him  how  little  he  knows.  In 
like  manner,  he  knows  little  of  religion,  and  has 
been  but  a  (horFtime  in  the  fchool  of  Chrift,  who  is 
blind  to  his  own  imperfeftions.  Our  fall  from  in- 
Hocen#e  was  by  pride,  and  we  mqft  rife  by  humility. 
"  He  tBat  humbleth  himfelf  fliall  be  exalted,*'  is  the 
doftrine  which  our  Lord  delivered  upon  all  occa- 
fions.  Till  we  feel  our  own  weaknefs,  we  can  nev- 
er be  ftrong  in  the  Lord ;  we  never  can  rife  in  the 
Divine  fight,  till  we  fink  in  our  own  eftimation.  . 
We  often  meet  with  perfons  in  life,  who  talk  very 
ftrangely  upon  this  fubjeft.  They  tell  us  that  they 
are  as  good  as  ever  they  expeft  to  be  :  that  in  look- 
ing back  upon  their  pall  life,  they  fee  nothing  done 
which  they  wou|d  wifli  undone  ;  and  that  if  they 
were  to  begin  life  anew,  they  would  aft  precifely  as 
they  have  afted.  Concerning  fuch  perfons,  we  may 
fafely  pronounce  that  they  have  made  but  little 
progrefs  in  the  path  of  the  juft.  They  are  ftrangers 
to  their  own  hearts,  and  have  not  proper  ideas  of 
the  Divine  law.  They  meafure  the  law  of  God  by 
the  laws  of  men,  and  think  that  if  their  external  con- 
d\xGt  is  blamelefs,  they  have  afted  their  part  well  : 
not  confidering  that  th^  law  of  God  extends  to  the 
heart,  and  punifhes  for  the  omiflioh  of  duty  as  well 
as  for  the  commiffion  of  fin.  Such  errors  the  Phar- 
ifees  taught  of  old ;  and  fuch  notions  of  duty  Paul 
had  imbibed  before  his  converfion  to  chriftianity. 
<'  After  the  ftraiteft  feft  of  our  religion,'*  fays  be. 
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**  1  lived  a  Pharifee  ;  touching  the  lat^r,  blamelefs.— 
*^  I  was  alive  without  the  law  once  :**  that  is,  when 
I  did  not  know  the  law  in  its  true  fenfe,  I  thought 
myfelf  alive,  and  a  faint.  The  Pharifaical  doftrines 
in  which  he  had  been  educated,  taught  him  that 
God  required  no  more  than  a  conformity  of  the  ex- 
ternal behaviour  to  the  letter  of  the  law.  But  when 
he  difcovered  that  the  Divine  law  extended  to  the 
heart  ;  when  thus  in  its  power,  the  commandment 
came  ;  '*  fin  revived  and  I  died  ;**  then  I  faw  my- 
felf to  be  a  finner,  and  died  to  the  felf-conceit  which 
I  formerly  entertained. 

Secondly ^'l^^i  me  a(k  you  what  is  the  ftrength  of 
your  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  righteoufncfs  ?  A« 
you  are  fenfible  of  your  faults,  and  have  feen  the  d&- 
formity  of  fin,  are  you  enamoured  with  the  beauty 
of  holinefs  ?  Do  you  defire  nothing  more  earneftly 
than  to  put  on  the  graces  of  the  Gofpel,  and  be  con- 
formed to  the  image  of  God  ?  Men  will  never  imi- 
tate what  they  do  not  love  j  if  then  you  are  not  lov- 
ers of  goodnefs  and  virtue,  you  never  will  be  good 
and  virtuous.  So  long  as  they  keep  to  generals, 
men  may  eafily  deceive  themfelves.  Let  us  then 
come  to  particulars,  and  let  me  a(k  you  with  what 
regard  and  eftimation  you  view  thofe  patterns  of  pi- 
ety which  you  fee  exhibited  in  life.  Are  the  good 
and  the  righteous,  to  you  the  excellent  ones  of  the 
earth  ?  The  wife  do  not  proportion  their  refpect  to 
men  according  to  the  rank  they  hold,  or  the  name 
they  bear  in  the  world.  It  is  the  charader  of  the  jufl 
man,  as  drawn  in  Scripture,  that  he  fcorneth  the- 
vUe,  however  exalted,  and  honoreth  them  that  fear 
the  Lord,  however  depreffcd.  *  Do  you  then  fcorn^ 
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the  vile  man^  with  all  his  attributes  of  rank  and 
wealth  and  power  ?  Do  you  defpife  the  rich,  the  no- 
ble»  the  right  honorable  villain,  and  choc^e  for  your 
companion  the  righteous  man,  although  he  has  not 
where  to  lay  hi$  head  ?  Could  you  fit  down  with 
virtue  in  her  cell,  contented  with  her  homely  fere, 
with  hbr  poor  abode,  and  look  down  with  a  gener* 
ous  contempt  upon  the  fplendid  roof^  where  luxury 
and  guilt  lead  on  the  fefUve  hours  ?  When  you  be- 
hold the  wicked  great  in  power,  and  fiourilhing  like 
a  green  bay-tree,  does  your  heart  revolt  from  giving 
him  that  homage  which  the  favours  of  mammon 
never  fail  to  extort  from  the  venal  multitude,  and 
can  you  fay,  in  the  fincerity  of  your  heart,  "  I  would 
*^  not  exchange  the  peace  of  my  own  mind  for  the 
**  wealth  of  the  world  I  Whatever  thou  art  pleafed  ta 
**  give.  Father  Almighty,  may  I  poflefs  it  with  honor : 
*'  the  world  approaches  to  thine  altar,  and  bends  be. 
**  fore  thy  throne  for  temporal  bleffings  ;  the  prayer 
*^  of  my  heart  is.  Lord  lift  t^  on  me  the  light  of  thy 
^  countenance.^^ 

Thirdly^  Let  me  afk  you,  are  your  refolutions  as 
firm,  and  your  application  as  vigorous  now  as  when 
you  firft  fet  out  in  the  fpiritual  life  ?  There  are  timeft 
in  which  allmen  are  ferious  ;  in  which  the  mod  oIk 
durate  minds  feel  impreffions  of  religion,  and  in 
which  perfons  of  the  mod  abandoned  charadler  form 
refolutions  of  amendment*  With  all  the  zeal  of 
new  converts,  they  fet  about  a  thorough  reformation. 
They  wonder  how  they  have  been  fo  long  Wind  to 
their  true  intereft  ;  they  mourn  over  the  time  that 
they  have  lofl  in  vain,  or  in  finful  purfuits,  and  now 
feem  fully  determined  to  follow  religioa  as  the  oad 
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thing  needful.  With  many,  this  courfe  continues 
not  long ;  the  firft  new  objed  engages  their  atten- 
tion, and  turns  them  afide  from  the  path  of  the*  juiU 
But  true  religion^  my  friends,  does  not  confift  in 
fucfa  fits  and  ftarts  of  devotion ;  in  random  refolutiona 
made  in  the  fervour  of  zeal  j  in  the  wavering,  deful- 
tory  and  inconfiftent  condu^  which  marks  the  xhar- 
ader  of  multitudes  in  the  world.  He  alone  is  a 
good  man  who  perfeveres'in  goodnefs.  When  the 
vernal  year  begins,  and  the  fliower  of  fummer  de- 
fcends,  all  nature  biirfts  into  vegetable  life ;  the  nox- 
ious weeds  rival  the  trees  among  which  they  grow  ; 
but  thefe  fudden  growths  as  fuddenly  disappear  j^ 
while  favoured  by  the  influences  of  heaven,  the  tree* 
arife  to  their  full  ftature,  and  bring  forth  their  fruit 
in  feafon.  Are  you  then  as  much  in  eameft  qqw,  as 
when  your  firft  love  to  God  began  to  bring  forth 
the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  ?  Without  this  undiminifli- 
ed  ardour  ;  without  thefe  unremitting  efforts,  you 
never  will  run  the  race  fet  before  you,  fo  as  to  finifh 
your  courfe  with  joy.  At  the  &me  time,  I  mufl 
take  nodce,  that  as  you  advance  in  years,  all  the  paf- 
lions  will  gradually  cool.  When  therefore  the  fer- 
vour of  youth  has  fubfided,  and  mature  age  hath  giv- 
en a  fober  caft  to  the  temper,  you  will  not  feel  that 
degree  of  ardour  in  your  devotions  which  you  expe* 
rienced  in  your  early  years. .  Many  ferious  perfons 
have  ben  alariQed  at  this  appearance,  not  confider- 
ing  that  it  was  the  effeft  of  their  conftitutton,  and 
not  a  mark  of  apoftacy  from  God.  But  your  devo« 
tion  will  continue  as  fmcere,  though  not  lb  inflamed,' 
as  before,  and  religion  will  be  as  effedual  as  ever  in 
the  regulation  of  your  life  ;  like  a  mighty  river,  be- 
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fore  it  terminates  its  courfe  in  the  ocean,  it  rpUs  with 
greater  calmnefs,  but  at  the  fame  time  with  a  greater 
ftrength,  than  when  it  arofe  from  its  fource* 

Fourthly^  Another  mark  of  increafing  grace  is 
when  you  obey  the  Divine  commandments  from  af- 
fedion  and  love.  They  who,  from  the  fear  of  hell, 
put  en  a  form  of  religion  for  a  time,  find  it  to  be  a 
hard  and  &  painful  fervice.  They  are  out  of  their 
place  when  they  ftrike  intb  the  path  of  the  juft ;  they 
confider  religion  as  a  heavy  burden,  which  they 
would  not  bear  but  from  nqcei&ty,*and  look  upon  the 
duties  of  the  chriftian  life  as  fo  many  talkswhich  they 
have  to  perform.  Whoever  entertains  fuch  notions 
of  religion,  will  not  rife  to  high  attainments  in  righ- 
teoufnefs.  The  paflions  and  afiedions  are  the  power- 
ful fprings  of  adion  in  the  foul ;  and  unlefs  thefe  are 
put  in  motion,  the  machine  will  move  heavily  along. 
He  alone  will  make  progrefs  in  the  path  of  the  juft^ 
who  is  drawn  by  the  cords  of  love.  Pleafant  are  the 
labours  of  love  ;  and  fweet  is  the  precept  when,  the 
duty  pleafes.  The  yoke  is  eafy,  and  the  burden 
light,  when  the  heart  goes  along.  The  chrjftian  is 
not  a  flave  who  obeys  from  compulfion,  or  a  fervant 
who  works  for  hire  :  he  is  a  fon  who  adks  from  filial 
affedtion,  and  is  happieft  when  he  obeys.  The  love 
of  Chrift  alone  conftraineth  hinf.  Ihe  beauty  of 
holinefs  allureth  him:  Though  rewards  and  punifh- 
ments  were  fet  afide,  he  would  follow  religion 
and  virtue  for  their  own  fake,  and  do  his  duty,  be- 
caufe  therein  he  found  his  happinefs.  Do  you  then, 
Hfny  friends,  feel  this  affeftion,  this  paffion  for  righ- 
teoufnefs  ?  Can  you  fay  with  thePfalmift,  *'  How  do 
^*  1  love  thy  laws,  O  Lord  ?  They  are  my  jneditatioa 
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.  **  all  the  day.     More  to  be  defired  they  are  than 
^   *'  gold,  than  much  fine  gold  j   fweeter  than  honey 
**  from  the  honeycomb/' 

I  now  come  to  the y^^«»rf  thing  t)ropofed,  To  give 
you  fome  direftions  how  to  make  further  progrefs 
in  the  path  of  the  juft. 

In  thcfirfi  place,  then,  in  order  to  this,  make  a 
ferious  bufinefs  of  a  holy  life.  There  are  many  per- 
fons  in  the  world  who  give  a  fanftion  to  piety  by 
their  example,  but  who  feel  very  little  of  its  poweri 
They  think  religion  an  exceedingly  decent  thing  ; 
they  fee  it  patronifed  by  all  wife  men,  and  they  know 
it  to  be  neceflary  for  the  purpofes  of  fociety.  For 
theie  reafons  they  follow  the  faith,  and  conform  to 
the  ufages  of  their  fathers  \  they  pay  a  proper  refped: 
to  the  inftitutions  of  the  church  ;  and  they  attend 
upon  the  ordinances  of  Divine  worfhip  with  all  the 
marks  of  external  reverence.  So  far  their  condu£t 
18  not  only  decent,  but  laudable.  But  if  they  go  no 
further  than  this  ;  if  they  confine  their  fandity  to 
thefe  walls  j  if  they  think  that  they  have  done  their 
duty,  when  they  have  complied  with  the  external 
ceremonies  of  the  church,  and  have  adopted  this  as 
the  eafieil  and  mofl  compendious  method  of  being 
religious  ;  the  religion  of  fuch  perfons  is  rather  a 
kind  of  good  manners,  than  real  devotion.  The 
true  chriftian  will  not  be  deficient  in  his  attention  to 
the  externals  of  religion  ;  but  he  will  not  reft  there  ; 
he  will  attend  upon  the  ordinances  of  public  worfhip, 
not  becaufe  it  is  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  but  be- 
caufe  it  is  his  duty  to  God  ;  and  he  will  obferve  the 
inftitutions  of  chriftianity  ;  not  from  complaifance  to 
cftabliflied  ufages,  but  from  a  fincere  dcfire  of  ma- 
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king  progrefe  in  righteoufnefs.  We  muft  make  pi- 
ety more  than  a  matter  of  form  ;  we  BSFuft  make  a 
lludy  of  a  holy  life,  in  order  to  adtrance  from 
ftrength  to  ftrength  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord.  It  is 
with  religion,  my  friends,  as  with  the  other  purfults 
of  life.  In  thofe  arts  where  fuccefs  depends  upon 
genius  and  induftry,  unlefs  a  man  have  an  enthufi- 
afm  for  his  own  profeifion,  unlefs  he  follow  it  from 
choice,  and  prefer  it  to  all  others,  he  will  never  rife 
to  eminence  and  fame«  In  like  manner,  unlefs  a 
man  have  an  attachment  of  the  heart  to  the  caufe  of 
virtue  j  unlefs  he  be  fervent  in  fpirit  to  ferve  the 
Lord  ;  unlefs  he  prefer  a  good  confcience  to  every 
thing  upon  earth,  he  will  never  obtain  that  crown  of 
glory  which  is  referved  for  the  righteous.  In  his 
journey  through  life,  the  pilgrim  may  turn  afide  to 
behold  a  beautiful  fcene,  or  enjoy  a  palling  delight ; 
but  he  will  never  forget  that  his  chief  objed:  is  bis 
journey  to  the  promifed  land. 

In  order  to  attain  eminence  in  the  arts  juft  men- 
tioned, the  candidate  devotes  his  bed  and  happfeft 
years  j  lives  laborious  days  and  reftlefs  nights  ;« 
makes  a  facrifice  of  eafe,  and  health,  and  focial  joy ; 
and  at  laft  confoles  himfelf  by  the  triumphant  prof- 
pe£t  of  lying  down  upon  the  bed  of  fame,  and  living 
to  future  ages.  If,  then,  itudies  of  inferior  impor- 
tance become  fuch  a  ferious  concern  ;  if  the  defire 
of  an  imaginary  immortality  has  fuch  power  over 
the  mind  ;  will  this  nobleft  of  ftudies,  the  fcience  of 
being  good,  have  no  attraction  for  the  foul  ?  will 
this  paifion  for  a  real  immortality  have  no  power 
over  the  heart  ?  Under  the  influence  of  this  princi-* 
pie,  will  not  every  one  who  has  the  faith  of  a  chril^ 
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tiaa,  or  the  feelings  of  a  man,  join  with  the  Apofile,* 
*^  Yea,  doubtlefs,  I  count  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the 
**  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my 
*•  Lord,  that  I  may  know  him,  and  the  power  of 
**  his  refurredion,  and  the  fellqwfliip  of  his  fuffer- 
^'  ings,  being  made  conformable  to  his  death  ;  if  by 
**  any  means  I  may  attain  to  the  refurredion  of  the 
««  dead  ?"  Under  the  influence  of  thefe  principles, 
will  not  every  perfon  who  defires  to  make  advances 
in  the  path  of  the  juft,  adopt  alfo  the  refolution  of 
Job,  ^^  While  my  breath  is  in  me,  and  the  Spirit  of 
^^  God  is  in  my  noftrils,  my  Kps  fhall  not  fpeak 
^^  wickednefs,  nor  my  tongue  utter  deceit ;  till  I  die 
"  I  will  not  remove  mine  integrity  from  me.  My 
'*  righteoufnefs  I  hold  fail,  and  will  not  let  it  go  ; 
<<  my  heart  fhall  not  reproach  me  fo  long  as  I  live  V* 
In  Ae/econd  place,  In  order  to  make  progrefs  in 
the  path  of  the  juft,  you  mud  never  reft  fatisfied  with 
any  degrees  of  holinefs  or  virtue  which  you  attain. 
The  law  of  the  fpiritual  life  is  to  aim  at  perfe£lion  : 
the  intention  of  chriftianity  is  that  we  may  ftand 
perfefl  and  complete  in  all  the  will  of  God.  ^^  As 
^^  he  who  hath  called  you  is  holy,  be  ye  holy  in  all 
**  manner  of  converfation."  Abfolutelyperfeft,  in- 
deed,  we  can  never  become  in  this  life ;  but  we  muft 
be  always  afpiring  and  endeavouring  after  perfe£Uon. 
There  is  no  end  of  your  journey  till  you  come  to 
heaven  ;  there  is  no  place  by  the  way  where  you  are 
to  exped  a  termination  from  labour,  or  a  period  of 
repofe.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  hear  perfons  exprefs 
themfelves  in  terms  of  great  indifference  about  the 
higher  attainments  in  fan£tity  and  virtue.  They 
ijpem  to  be  much  afraid  of  being  better  than  their 
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neighbours  ;  tliey  have  no  ambition,  they  fay,  to  be 
faints }  they  do  not.defire  to  rank  among  the  very 
beft ;  and  they  would  be  content  with  the  lowed 
N^  place  in  heaven.     Happy,  beyond  all  controrerfy, 

fhall  he  be,  who  fhall  obtain  a  place,  though  the  low- 
eft,  in  the  heavenly  manfions  ;  but  for  men  to  mark 
"put  to  themfelves  boundaries  in  the  path  of  virtue, 
beyond  which  they  are  refolved  not  to  go  ;  for  men» 
with  impious  prefumption,  to  cut  out  to  themfelves 
juft  fuch  a  portion  of  duljya|jS  they  think  will  entitle 
them  to  an  ineftimable  reward  ;  'thfei^;5|KiervalU'« 
ing  the  pearl  of  great  price;  it  is*facii^cing  the 
riches  of  the  Divine  goodnefs  to  thejr  own  indo- 
lence ;  it  is  doing  defpite  to  that  Spirit  of  grace  which 
might  have  been  a  powerful  principle  of  advancing 
holinefs  in  the  heart*  Had  he  to  whom  in  the  para- 
ble ten  talents  were  given,  gained  no  more  than  he 
to  whom  five  were  given,  can  you  think  that  he 
would  have  obtained  the  title,  and  received  rthe  re- 
ward of  a  good  and  faithful  fervant  ?  No,  but  of  a 
ilothful  and  unprofitable  one,  who  had  not  improved 
aright  the  depofite  of  his  Mafter.  What  faith  the 
Apoftlie  upon  this  fubjeft  ?  *^  Brethren,  I  count  not 
^'  myfelf  to  have  apprehended  ;*'  to  have  already  at- 
tained perfedion ;  ^^  but  this  one  thing  I  do  ;  for- 
"  getting  the  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching 
^'  forth  unto  thofe  things  which  are  before,  I  prefs 

i^      *'  toward  the  mark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling 

'       ^*  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus/' 

«  Forgetting  the  things  that  are  behind/*  faith 
the  Apoftle*  What  things  had  this  Apoftle  to  for- 
get ?  He  had  to  forget  his  labours  in  the  courfe  of 
^is  apoftolical  fundions,  his  unwearied  zeal,  his  un« 
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remitting  induftry,  in  difcharging  the  truft  commit- 
ted to  him  ;  his  perilous  journeys  and  voyages  over 
the  greateft  part  of  the  known  world,  to  propagate 
the  religion  of  Jefus  ;  the  many  noted  perfons  he  con- 
verted by  his  miniftry  j  the  many  flourilhing  church- 
es he  ere&ed  in  the  courfe  of  his  travels  ;  the  maiiy 
iamous  nations  he  brought  over  to  the  chridian 
faith.  He  had  to  forget  what  of  all  things  the  bc(t 
men  pride  themfeives  mod  in,  the  perfecutions  which 
he  fuflfered  for  the  fake  of  the  Lord  ;  the  imprifon* 
ments  which  he  endured,  the  wounds  which  he  re- 
ceived, and.  the  ftripes  which  he  bore,  as  a  witnefs 
of  truth  and  a  preacher  of  righteoufnefs.  He  had 
to  forget  that  he  was  not  behind  the  very  chiefeft 
Apoftles  ;  the  many  miracles  which  he  wrought j 
the  frequent  revelations  that  were  made  to  him. 
He  had  to  forget  that,  in  the  vifion  of  God,  he  had 
afcended  unto  the  third  heaven,  and  was  admitted 
to  fcenes,  the  beauties  and  the  joys  of  which,  eye 
hath  not  feen,  ear  hath  not  heard,  and  the  heart  of 
man  cannot  conceive.  If,  notwithilanding  fuch  a 
high  degree  of  grace  and  favour  ;  if,  after  a  life  of 
fuch  extraordinary  piety,  this  Apoftle  forgot  the 
things  which  were  behind,  and  reaching  forth  to  the 
things  which  were  before,  preffed  toward  the  mark, 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift 
Jefus^  where  is  the  man  who  can  pretend  to  fay,  **  I 
*«  am  already  as  perfeft  as  I  can  ever  expeft  to  be  ?** 
Where  is  the  man  who  is  entitled  to  fet  a  boundary 
to  himfeif  in  the  path  of  righteoufnefs,  faying,  **  Hi- 
"  therto  Ihall  I  go,  but  no  further  ?*' 

In  the  third  place.  In  order  to  make  progrefs  in 
the  path  of  the  juft,  be  always  employed  in  the  im- 
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provemcnt  of.your  fouls.  There  is  no  ftanding  ftill 
in  the  path  to  heaven.  Your  evil  habits,  thofe  cords 
t^at  hold  you  in  captivity  to  fin,  you  tOfiij  not  per- 
haps be  able  to  caft  away  at  once ;  but  t;hrough  the 
Divine  grace  you  will  infenfibly  weaken;  and  at  lad: 
break  them  afunder.  Your  inclinatibbs  that  may 
have  taken  a  wrong  bent,  you  may  couhterad,  and 
at  laft  recover  to  their  original  reditude.  Where 
nature  favours  a  particular  exertion,  or  habit  has 
formed  you  to  a  particular  virtue,  the  one  you  may 
cherifh,  the  other  you  may  cultivate  ;  upon  both, 
the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  will  grow,  '  Afterwards, 
be  ftill  attending  to  the  culture  of  the  foul,  and  med- 
itating improvements,  by  calling  forth  graces  that 
have  not  yet  made  their  appearance,  and  bringing 
forward  to  perfection  thofe  that  have.  Thus  will 
your  minds  refemble  thofe  trees,  in  wbich^  at  one 
and  the  fame  time,  we  behold  fome  fruits  arrived  at 
full  maturity  ;  fome  half  advanced  }  and  others  juft 
formed  in  the  opening  bloffom.  By  cultivating  thcfe 
graces  in  the  foul,  you  will  not  only  have  an  earneft, 
but  alfo  an  image  of  heaven.  The  trees  which  thus 
grow  up  by  the  rivers  of  water,  which  bring  forth 
their  fruit  in  their  feafon,  and  whofe  leaves  Continue 
ever  green,  fhall  be  tranfplanted  to  happier  climeSj 
to  adorn  the  paradife  of  God. 

In  the  fourth  and  Iq/i  place,  In  order  to  maj^e  your 
endeavours  effe£l;ual,  you  muft  abound  i%  prayer  to 
God  for  the  affiftance  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  ^'  No  man 
*'  becomes  good  without  the  Divine  influence*  No 
^^  man  can  jife  above  the  infirmities  of  nature,  un* 
^'  lefs  aided  by  God.  He  infpires  great  and  noble 
<^  purpofes.    In  every  good  man  G(^  refides.    The 
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"  ftrength  which  renders  a  man  fuperior  to  all  thofe  ^ 
**  things  which  the  people  either  hope  or  dread,  de- 
^*  fcends  from  him.  So  lofty  a  ftrudture  cannot 
"  ftand  linfupported  by  the  Divinity."  Thefe,  my 
friends,  are  the  words  of  a  heathen,  and  exprefs  a 
dodrine  equally  agreeable  to  reafon  and  to  revela- 
tion. In  confequence  of  our  corrupted  nature,  we 
are  unable  of  ourfelves  to  produce  the  virtues  and 
graces  of  the  Divine  life.  But  we  are  not  left  with- 
out a  remedy.  In  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chriil,  aids 
are  promifed  from  above,  to  repair  the  ruins  of  our 
nature,  and  to  reftore  the  powers  of  the  foul.  God 
hath  not  forfaken  the  earth.  As  at  the  firft  of  days, 
the  Divine  Spirit  is  ftili  nnyving  over  the  world 
to  produce  lifte.  The  Lord  is  ever  nigh  to  them 
who  call  upon  him  in  the  lincerity  of  their  heart. 
While  we  drive  againft  fin,  we  may  fafely  expeft 
that  the  Divinity  will  drive  with  us,  and  impart  that 
ftrength  and  power  which  will  at  lad  make  us  more 
than  conquerors.  As  he  who  continues  in  wicked 
devices  (hall  be  fure  to  find  Satan  danding  at  his 
right  hand  ;  fo  he  who  begips  a  good  )ife,  ftiall  find 
God  befriending  him  with  fecret  aid.  ^He  will  affid 
the  fpirit  that  is  druggling  to  break  loofe  from  the 
bonds  of  its  captivity ;  he  will  aid  the  flight  of  the 
foul  that  is  taking  wing  to  the  celedial  manfions  ;  he 
will  fupport  our  feeble  frame  under  the  trials  and 
conflids  to  %hich  we  are  appointed,  and  lead  us  on 
from  grace  to  grace,  till  we  appear  in  Zion  above. 
y  They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  fhall  renew  their 
'^  drength  ;  they  fhall  mount  up  as  on  eagles'  wings ; 
**  they  fliall  run  and  not  be  weary ;  they  (hall  walk, 
"  and  not  be  faint.*' 
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I  come,  now  to  the  laji  thing  propofed  :  to  exhort 
you  to  a  life  of  progreffive  virtue. 

In  tliG  Jirji  place,  then,  it  is  your  duty  to  make 
progrefs  in  the  ways  of  righteoufnefs.  In  your  fane- 
tification  you  are  enabled  more  and  more  to  die  un- 
to fm,  and  live  unto  righteoufnefs »  It  is  not  enough 
that  you  continue  ftedfaft  and  immoveable ;  you 
mufl  alfo  abound  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  if  you 
expeft  your  labours  to  be  attended  with  fuccefs. 
It  is  not  fufficicnt  that  you  continue  in  well-doing  ; 
you  mufl  alfo  grow  in  grace,  and  increafe  with  all 
the  increafe  of  God.  This  progreffive  nature  of 
righteoufnefs  is  implied  in  all  the  figures  and  images 
by  which  a  good  life  is  reprefented  in  Sacred  Scrip- 
ture. It  is  compared  to  the  leaft  of  all  feeds,  which 
waxes  to  a  great  tree,  and  fpreads  out  its  branches, 
and  fills  the  earth.  It  is  compared  to  the  morning 
light,  at  firft  faintly  dawning  over  the  mountains,  by 
degrees  enlightening  the  face  of  the  earth,  afcending 
higher  and  higher  in  the  heavens,  and  fhining  more 
and  more  unto  the  perfeft  day.  We  are  faid  to  be 
here  at  the  fchool  of  Chrifl  ^  and  in  order  to  attain 
the  charafter  of  good  difciples,  we  muft  not  only  re- 
tain what  we  have  acquired,  but  alfo  add  to  the  ac- 
quifitions  we  have  made.  The  chriftian  life  is  rep- 
refented as  a  w,arfare,  and  in  this  warfare  we  (ball 
never  gain  the  victory,  unlefs  we  not .  only  maintain 
the  ground  we  have  got,  but  alfo  gain  uf^n  the  foe. 
It  is  reprefented  as  a  race  fet  before  us,  and  in  run- 
ning it  we  muft  continually  prefs  forward,  or  we  (hall 
never  gain  the  prize.  Every  degree  of  grace  which 
you  receive,  and  every  pitch  of  virtue  to  which  you 
attain,  is  a  talent  for  which  you  are  accountable  : 
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a  talent  vhich  if  you  only  retain^  but  not  improve^ 
yovL  mil  receive  the  doom  of  a  flothful  and  wicked 
fenrant,  aiid  be  cafl  into  outer  darknefs.  The  chrif- 
tian  Icfe  is  a  life  <^  continued  exertion.  At  every 
ftage  in  our  pilgrimage  on  earth,  new  fcenes  will 
open  ;  new  fituations  will  prefent  themfelves ;  and 
new  paths  to  glory  will  be  (truck  out.  The  fphere 
of  a&idn  varies  continually.  We  have,  one  while, 
to  fupport  adveiiity  ;  another  while,  to  adorn  proC- 
perity ;  fomedmes  to  approve  ourfelVes  to  God  in  fol- 
kttde  ;  at  other  times  to  caufe  our  light  to  ihine  be* 
fore  men  in  Ibciety.  Different  fituations  in  the  world, 
and  different  periods  of  life,  require  the  exercife  of 
different  virtues.  What  is  accepted  from  the  young 
foldier  will  not  be  excu(e4  ia  the  veteran  ;  what  is 
an  ^^  ornament  of  grace"  to  the  youthful  brow  will 
not  be  a  ^^  crown  of  glory^*  to  the  hoary  head. 

Secondly  J  Let  me  exhort  you  to  this  life  of  pro- 
gfeffive  virtue,  from  the  pleafing  confideration  that 
you  will  be  fuccefsful  in  the  attempt.  In  the  purfuit 
of  human  honors  and  rewards,  the  fuccefsful  candi- 
dates are  few.  In  a  race  many  run,  but  one  only 
gains  the  priae.  But  here  all  who  run  may  obtain. 
*In  the  career  of  human  glory,  time  and  chance  hap-  . 
pen  unto  all,  and  many  are  difaj^iKed.  ^<  The 
^^  race  is  not  always  to  the  fwift,  nor  the  battle  to 
^^  the  itrong  ;  nor  riches  to  men  of  underitanding ; 
^  nor  favour  to  men  of  fkill."  There  is  a  concur- 
rence of  circumftances  required  to  raife  a  man  to 
reputation  ;  and  when  thefe  circumftances  concur, 
if  the  moment  of  opportunity  be  not  embraced,  the 
field  of  glory  may  be  loft  for  ever.  In  human  life  there 
is  a  £nround>le  hour  which  never  returns,  and  a  call 
S 
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to  fame^which  i$  repeated  no  more.  Even  iahs 
» beft  eflate,  men  ought  to  lay  their  account  with  dif* 
•  appointment  and  vexation.  What  thou  haft  fet  thy 
heart  upon  from  thy  youth  ;  what  has  been  the  aim 
of  all  thy  labours  ;  what  has  been  the  obje&  of  thy" 
whole  life,  accident,  artifice,  ignorance,  villany,  ca- 
price, may  give  to  another  whom  thou  knoweft  not* 
When  thy  ambition  is  all  on  fire  ;  in  the  utmoft  ar- 
dour of  expe&ation,  in  the  very  moment  when  thou 
ftretcheft  out  thy  hand  to  grafp  the  prize,  fortune 
may  fnatch  it  from  thy  reach  for  ever.  Nay,  thou 
mayefl  have  the  mortification  to  fee  others  rife  upon 
thy  ruins,  to  fee  thyfelf  made  a  ftep  to  the  amhitioa 
of  thy  rival,  and  thy  endeavours  rendered  the  means 
of  advancing  him  to  the  top  of  the  wheels  while 
.  thou  continueft  low. 

In  the  purfuits  of  ambition  or  avarice,  you  may 
» be  difappointed  }  but  if  by  a  progreflive  ftate  of 
righteoufnefs,  you  feek  for  glory  and  honor  and 
immortality/  I  in  the  name  of  Goc^affure^you  of 
fuccefs.  Never  was  the  gate  of  mercy  Ihut  againft 
the  true  penitent ;  never  was  the  prayer  of  the  fiuth- 
ful  rejeded  in  the  temple  of  Heaven  ;  never  did  the 
tncenfe  of  a  good  life  afcend  without  acceptance  on 
high.  Liberal  and  unreftrided  is  the  Divine  benig- 
ty  :  free  to  all  the  fountain  flows.  There  is  no  an- 
gel with  a  flaming  fword  to  keep  you  from  the  tree 
of  life.  At  this  moment  of  time,  there  is  a  voice 
from  Heaven  calling  to  you,  ^^  Come  up  hither.'^ 
And  if  you  are  obe^ent  to  the  call,  God  aflifts  you 
with  the  aids  of  his  Spirit ;  he  lifts  up  the  hands 
that  bang  down  ;  he  ftrengthens  the  feeble  knees, 
and  perfeds  his  ftreng^  in  your  weaknefs.    Yon 
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are  aot  left  alone  to  climb  the  arduous  afcent.    God 
is  with  youy  who  never  fuffers  the  fpirit  which  refts 
on  him  to  fail ;  nor  the  man  who  feeks  his  favour, 
to  leek  it  in  vain.    Tour  fuccefs  in  the  path  of  the 
juft  will  not  only  be  pleafmg  to  yourfelves,  but  alfo 
to  all  around  you*    In  the  ftruggles  of  human  ambi- 
tion, the  triumph  of  one  arifes  upon  the  forrows  of 
another ;  many  are  dif;»ppointed  when  one  obtains 
the  prize.    But  in  the  path  of  the  jufliy  there  is  em- 
.   ulation  without  envy,  triumph  without  difappoint* 
\  ment.    The  fuccefs  of  one  increafes  the  happinf fs 
of  all.    The  in^uence  of  fuch  an  event  is  not  confi- 
ned to  the  earth  :  it  is  communicated  to  all  good 
beingn ;  it  adds  to  the  harmpny  of  the  Heavens ;  and 
is  the  occafion  of  new  hofannahs  among  the  innumer« 
able  company  qf  angels  s|nd  fpirits  of  juft  men  made 
perfieft,  who  rejoice  over  the  firnier  that  rcpenteth. 
Thirdly^  htt  me  exhort  you  to  make  advances  in 
I  the  path  of  righteouihefs,  from  the  beauty  and  the 
Ipleafantnefs  of  fuch  a  progrefs.    Whatever  diiEcui- 
xties  may  have  attended  your  firft  entrance  upon  the 
jpath  of  the  juft,  they  will  vanifli  by  degrees  ;  the 
fteepnefs  of  the  mountain  will  leflen  as  you  afcend ; 
the  path,  in  which  you  have  been  accuftomed  to 
walk,  will  grow  more  and  more  beautiful ;  and  the 
celeflial  manfions,  to  which  you  tend,  will  brighten 
with  new  fplendour,  (he  nearer  that  you  approach 
thenu    In  other  affairs,  continued  exertion  may  oc- 
cafion  laffitude  and  fatigue*    Labour  may  be  carried 
to  fuch  an  excefs  a«  to  debilitate  the  body.    The 
purfuits  of  knowledge  may  be  carried  fo  far  as  to  im- 
padr  the  mind  ;  but  neither  the  organs  of  the  body, 
not  the  faculties  of  the  foul,  can  be  endangered  by 
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the  pra6tice  of  religion.    On  the  contrary^  ibh  prac* 
tide  ftrengthens  the  powers  of  a€don.    AddiBg  i4r- 

.  :tue  to  virtue  is  adding  ftrength  to  ftrength  i  and  thd 
greater  acquifitions  we  make,  we  are  enaUad  to 
make  dill  greater.    How  pleafant  wiU  it  be  to  mark 
the  foul  thus  moving  forward  in  the  bngbtnefs  of 
its  courfe !  In  the  fpring,  who  does  not  love  to  mark 
the  progrefs  of  nature  ;  the  flower  imfolding  into 
beauty,  the  fruit  coming  forward  to  maturity,  the 
fields  advancing  to  the  pride  of  harveft,  and  the 
months  revolving  into  the  perfed  year  ?  Who  doea 
not  love  in  the  human  fpecies,  to  obfervethe  pi^- 
refs  to  maturity  ;  the  in&nt  by  degrees  growing  up 
to  man ;  the  young  idea  beginning  to  fhool,  and  the 
embryo  charader  beginning  to  unfold  ?  But  if  tbefe 
things  affe&  us  with  delight ;  if  the  profpeft  of  ex- 
ternal nature  in  its  progrefs,  if  the  flower  unfc4^ng 
unto  beauty,  if  the  fruit  coming  forward  to  maturi- 
ty, if  the  infant  by  degrees  growing  up  to  man,  and 
the  embryo  charader  beginning  to  unfold,  afiid  ua 
with  pleafurable  fenfations,  how  much  greater  de- 
light wilUt  afibrd  to  obferve  the  progrefs  of  this 
new  creation,  the  growth  of  the  foid  in  the  graces 
of  the  divine  life^  good  relblutions  ripening  into 
good  a&ions,  good  anions  leading  to  confirmed 
habits  of  virtue,  and  the  new  nature  advancing  from 
the  firft  lineaments  of  virtue  to  the  fiill  beauty  of 
holinefs  !  Thefeare  pleafures  that  time  will  not  take 
away.    While  the  animal  fpirits  fail,  and  the  joys 
which  depend  upon  the  livelinefs  of  the  paffions  de« 
cline  with  years,  the  foBd  comforts  of  a  holy  life, 
the  delights  of  virtue  and  a  good  confcience,  will  be 

\  a  new  fource  of  haj^ncfs  in  old  age,  and  have  a 
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cfaarm  for  the  end  of  life.    As  the  ftr^mn  flows- 
pkAfimieft  when  it  approaches  the  ocean  }Ns  the 
flowers  fend  up  dieir  fweeteft  odours  af  the  clofe.^f 
the  day  ;  as  the  fun  appears  with  gte^eil^beauty  iir , 
tm  going  down ;  fo  at  the  end  of  his  caKer,  t|^  vir- 
tues  and  graces  of  a  good  man's  life  come  before 
han  with  the  moft  blefled  remembrance,  a^uLiRipa^ 
a  jof  which  he  nerer  felt  before.     Oter  alf  the  mo* 
meats  of  life,  religion  fcatters  her  favours,  but  re^  <    fi 
fenres  her  beft^  het  choiceft,  her  divined  bleffings 
for  the  laft  hour. 

In  the  la^  place,  Let  me  exhort  you  to  this  pro- 
greSSfve  {bate  of  virtue,  from  the  pleafant  confidera* 
tion  that* it  has  no  period.  There  are  limits  and 
boundaries  fet  to  all  human  affairs.  There  is  an  ul« 
dmate  point  in  the  progreis^  beyond  which  they 
never  go,  and  from  which  they  return  in  a  contrary 
direQioo*  The  flower  bloflbms  bat  to  fade,  and  all 
terreftiial  giory  fliines  to  dibppear.  Human  h'fe  has 
its  decUne  aa  weli  as  its  nuturity  ;  from  a  certain 
period  the  external  fenfes  begin  to  decay,  and  the 
facultiee  of  the  mind  to  be  impaired,  till  duft  returns 
unto  duft.  Nations  have  their  day.  States  and  king- 
doms  are  mortal  like  their  founders.  When  they 
have  arrived  at  the  zenith  of  their  glory,  from  that 
moment  they  begin  to  decline  ;  the  bright  day  is 
fucceeded  by  a  long  night  of  darknefs,  ignorance 
aiad  barbarity.  But  in  the  progrefs  of  the  iiiind  to 
intelleftual  and  moral  perfe£Hon,  there  is  no  period 
fct.  Beyond  thefe  Heavens  the  perfeQion  and  hap- 
paaeft  of  the  juft  is  carrying  on  ;  is  carrying  on,  but 
fliaU  never  come  to  a  clofe.  God  fliall  behold  his 
creation  fw  ever  beautifying  in  his  eyes ;  for  ever 
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drawing  nearer  to  himfelf,  yet  ftill  infinitely  <ttftant 
from  the  fountain  of  all  goodnefs.  There  is  not  in 
religion  a  more  joyful  and  triumphant  conlideration 
than  this  perpetual  progrds  which  the  foul  makes  to 
the  perfedion  of  its  nature,  without  erer  arriving  at 
its  ultimate  period.  Here  truth  has  the  advant^age 
of  fable.  No  fidion,  however  bold,  prefehts  to  lu  « 
conception  fo  elevating  and  aftoniihing,  as  this  inttr^ 
•  minable  line  of  heavenly  excellence.  Toflo^k  upon 
the  glorified  fpirit  as  going,  on  .from  ftrength  to 
ftrength  ;  adding  virtue  to  virtue,  ah^kllciiwledge 
to  knowledge  ;  making  approaches  to  -gptodnds 
which  is  infinite  ;  for  ever  adorning  the  Heavens 
with  new  beauties,  and  brightening  in  the  'fplen-* 
dours  of  moral  glory  through  all  the  ages  of  eterni- 
ty, has  fomething  in  it  fo  tranfcendent  and  ineffable, 
as  to  fatisfy  the  moft  unbounded  ambition  x>f  iga4m» 
mortal  fpirit.  Chriftian !  Does  not  thy  ^  he^rt  glow 
at  the  thought,  that  there  is  a  time  marked  cat  in 
the  annals  of  Heaven,  when  thou  (halt  be  what  the 
angels  now  are ;  when  thou  flialt  (hine  with  that  glo* 
ry  in  which  princif^d «s  and  powers  now  appear  ; 
and  when,  in  the  full  communion  of  the  Aloft  High, 
thou  flialt  fee  him  as  he  is  ! 

The  oak,  whofe  top  afcends  unto  the  heavens,  and 
which  covers  the  mountains  with  its  fliade,  was  once 
an  acorn,  contemptible  to  the  fight ;  the  philofopher, 
whofe  views  extend  from  one  end  of  nature  to  the 
other,  was  once  a  fpeechlefs  infant  hanging  at  the 
breaft ;  the  glorified  fpirits,  who  now  *fta&d  neareft  * 
to  the.  throne  of  God,  wtre  once  like  yon«  To  you 
as  to  them  the  Heavens  are  open ;  the  way  is  mark«< 
ed  out ;  the  reward  is  prepared:  ^  On  what  you  dOf. 
on  what  you  now  do,  all  depends: 
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'A 
Matthew  v.  5. 

Blejfcd  an  the  meeky  for  tbey  Jhall  inbtrit  thi  earth. 

1  HEY  miftake  the  nature  of  the  chriP  * 
tian  religion  very  much,  who  confider  it  as  feparate 
and  detached  from  the  commerce  of  the  world.   In- 
ftead  of  forming  a  diftind  profeffion,  it  is  intimately 
connefted  with  life  ;  it  refpcds  men  as  ading  in  fo- 
ciety,  and  contains  regulations  for  their  condud  and 
behaviour  in  fuch  a  ftate.    It  takes  in  the  whole  of 
;     human  life,  and  is  intended  to  influence  us  when 
/     we  are  in  the  houfe,  and  in  the  fie^dy  as  well  as 
when  we  are  in  the  church  or  in  the  clofet.    It  in- 
ftruAs  men  in  their  duty  to  their  neighbours,  as  well 
\  as  in  their  duty  to  God ;  it  is  our  companion  in  the 
'   fceneof  bufinefs  as  well  as  in  the  Houfe  of  Prayer ; 
and  while  it  inculcates  the  weightier  matters  of  the 
law,  faith,  judgment,  and  mercy,  it  negleds  not  the 
ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit,  which  in  the 
fight  of  God  is  of  great  price.     All  that  refinement 
which  polifhes  the  mind ;  all  that  gentlenefs  of  man- 
ners which  fweetens  the  intercourfe  of  human  focie- 
ty,  which  political  philofophers  confider  as  the  ef- 
feds  of  wife  legiflation  and  good  government ;  all 
'die  virtues  of  domeftic  life,  are  leflbns  which  are 
taught  in  the  chriftian  fchooh    The  wifdom  that 
Cometh  from  above  is  "  gentle."  .  The  fruit  of  the 
Spirit  is  ^^  meeknefs,"    As  the  fun,  although  he 
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regulates  the  feafon%  leads  on  the  year,  and  difpenfes 
light  and  life  ^  all. the  planetary  worlds,  yet  dif- 
dains  not  to  ra^e  and  to  beautify  the  flower  which 
opens  in  his  bnuns ;  fo  the  chriftian  religion,  though 
chiefly  intended  to  teach  us  the  knowledge  of  fal* 
vation,  and  be  our  guide  to  nappinefs(on  high^  yet 
alfo  regulates  our  converfation  in  the  worT3,  extends 
its  benign  influence  to  the  circle  of  fociety,  and  dif- 
fufes  its  blefied  fruits  in  the  .path  of  domeftic  life,; 

In  farther  treating  4ipoQ  this  fuhjed,  IJhall^  m 
the  J!r/l  place,  Defcribeto  you  the  chkrad;er  of  meek- 
nefs  which  is  here  recommended ;  sad,  in  thc/econd 
place.  Show,  you^the  happinefs  with  wbich  it  is  at- 
tended. I  am,  in  the  Jlrjl  place,  then.  To  defcribe 
to  you,  the  charader  of  meeknefs  which  is  here  rec- 
ommended. 

Every  virtue,  whether  of  natural  or  revealed  re- 
ligion, is  iituated  between  fome  vices  or  defe&s, 
which  diough  efientially  different,  yet  bear  forae  re- 
femblance  to  the  virtue  they  counterfeit ;  on  account 
of  which  refemblance  they  obtain  its  name,  and  im- 
pofe  upon  tJ)ofe  who  labour  under  the  want  of  dif- 
cernment*  This  meeknefs  which  is  here  recom- 
mended, is  not  at  all  the  fame  with  that  courtefy  of 
manners  which  is  learned  in  the  fchool  of  the 
world.  That  is  but  a  fuperficial  acccmipliflunent^ 
and  often  proceeds  from  a  hollownefs  of  heart.  It 
is  alfo  quite  diflFerent  from  conftitutional  facility,  that 
undedding  ftate  of  the  mind  which  eafily  heads  to 
>every  propoial ;  that  is  a  weaknefs,  and  not  a  virtue. 
Neither  does  it  at  all  refemble  that  ttune  and  paflive 
temper  which  patiently  bears  infults  and  fubmits  to- 
injiiries.    That  is  a  want  of  fpirit^  and  argues  a  cow- 
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ardly  mind«  I  This  meeknefs  is  a  chriftian  grace 
wrought  in  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  a  ftream 
from  the  fountain  of  all  excellence.  A  good  tem-^ 
per,  a  good  education,  and  juft  views  of  religion, 
mult  concur  in  forming  this  blefied  ftate  of  the 
mind.  It  becomes  a  principle  which  influences  the 
whole  life.  Though  confident  in  all  its  operations 
with  boldnefs  and  with  fpirit,  yet  its  chief  charader- 
iftics  are  goodnefs  and  gentlenefs  and  long-fuffering. 
It  looks  with  candour  upon  all ;  often  condefcends 
to  the  prejudices  of  the  weak^  and  often  forgives  tho 
errors  of  the  foolifli. 

But  to  give  you  a  more  particular  view  of  it,  we 
may  place  it  in  three  capital  lights,  as  it  refpeds  our 
general  behaviour,  our  conduft  to  our  enemies,  ^nd 
our  condud  to  our  friends. 

With  refped  to  his  general  behaviour,  the  meek 
man  looks  upon  all  his  neighbours  with  a  candid 
eye.  The  two  great  maxims  on  which  he  proceeds, 
are,  not  to  give  offence,  and  not  to  take  offence* 
H^  enters  not  with  the  keennefs  of  paffion  into  the 
contentions  of  violent  men  :  he  keeps  aloof  from  the 
contagion  of  party-madnefs,  and  feels  not  the  little 
paflions  which  agitate  little  minds.  He  wifhes  and 
he  ftudies  to  allay  the  angry  pailions  of  the  contend- 
ing i  to  moderate  the  fiercenefs  of  the  implacable  ; 
to  reconcile  his  neighbours  to  one  another  ;  and,  as 
far  as  lies  in  his  power,  to  make  all  mankind  one 
great  family  of  friends.  He  will  not  indeed  defcend 
one  (lep  from  the  dignity  of  his  charafter  ;  nor  will 
he  iacrifice  the  dictates  of  his  own  confcience  to  any 
confideration  whatever.  But  thofe  points  of  obfti- 
nacy,  which  the  world  are  apt  to  call  points  of  honor^ 
T 
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he  will  freely  and  cheerfully  give  up  for  the  good  of 
fociety.  He  loves  to  live  in  peace  with  all  mankind : 
but  this  defire  too  has  its  limjts.  He  will  ke^p  no 
terms  with  thofe  who  keep  no  terms  with  virtue. 
A  villain,  of  whatever  ftation,  of  whatever  religious 
profefHon,  he  detefts  as  abomination.  Thus  you  fee 
that  though  foftnefs,  and  gentlcnefs,  and  forbearance, 
and  long-fuffering,  are  the  chief  charaderiftics  of 
this  virtue,  yet  at  the  fame  time  it  is  very  confident 
with  exertions  of  fpirit.  When  it  afts,  it  afts  with 
vigour  and  decifion.  Mofes,  who  has  the  teftimony 
of  the  Divine  Spirit,  that  he  was  the  m'eekeft  man 
upon  the  face  of  the  earthy  yet  when  occafion  pre- 
fented  itfelf,  felt  the  influence  of  an  elevated  temper, 
and  flew  the  Egyptian  who  was  wounding  his  coun- 
tryman. A  meeker  than  Mofes,  even  our  Lord 
himfelf,  though  gentle  and  beneficent  to  all  the  fons 
of  men,  yet  when  the  worldly-minded  Jews  profaned 
the  temple,  he  was  moved  with  juft  indignation,  and 
drove  the  impious  from  the  Houfe  of  God.^  Noth- 
ing is  often  more  calm  and  ferene  than  tKe  face  of 
the  heavens ;  but  when  guilt  provokes  the  vengeance 
of  the  Mofl:  High,  fortA  comes  the  thunder  to  blaft  the 
devoted  head^ 

Such  is  the  influence  of  meeknefs  on  our  general 
behaviour.  It  ought  alfo  to  regulate  our  condufl 
to  our  enemies.  There  is  no  principle  which  more 
ftrongly  operates  in  human  nature  than  the  law  of 
retaliation.  This  appears  from  the  laws  of  nations 
in  the  early  ftate,  wliich  always  ordained  a  punifh- 
ment  fimilar  to  the  offence  ;  eye  for  eye,  tooth  for 
tooth,  and  life  for  life.  This  appears  alfo  from  our 
own  feelings  \  when  an  injury  is  done  us,  we  natur- 
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ally  long  for  revenge.  Our  heart  tells  us,  that  the. 
perfcHi  offendii^  ought  ,to  fuffer  for  the  offence,  and 
that  the  hand  of  him  who  was  injured,  muft  return 
the  blow.  Such  are  the  dilates  of  the  natural  tem- 
per. But  purfue  this  principle  to  its  full  extent,  and 
you  will  fee  where  it  will  end.  One  man  commits 
an  a£lion  which  is  injurious  to  you  ;  you  feel  your- 
felf  aggrieved,  and  feek  revenge.  If  you  then  retaliate  , 
upon  him,  he  thinks  he  has  received  a  new  injury^' 
which  he  alfo  feeks  to  revenge ;  and  thus  a  founda- 
tion is  laid  for  reciprocal  animofities  without  end. 
Did  this  principle  and  this  praSice  become  general, 
the  earth  would  be  a  field  of  battle,  life  would  be  a 
fcene  of  bloodfhed,  and  hoflilities  would  be  immor- 
tal. Legiflative  wifdom  hath  provided  a  remedy  for 
thefe  diforders,  and  for  tKis  havock,  which  would  be 
made  of  the  human  fpecies.  The  right  of  private 
vengeance,  which  every  man  is  born  with,  by  comr 
mon  confent,  and  for  the  public  good,  is  refigned  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  civil  magiftrate.  But  there  are 
many  things  which  come  not  under  the  jurifdiftion 
of  the  laws,  and  the  cognizance  of  the  magiflrate, 
which  tend  to  difturb  the  public  peace,  and  fet  man- 
kind at  variance.  Private  animofities  and  little 
quarrels  often  arife,  which  might  be  produdlive  of 
great  diforder  and  detriment  to  fociety.  Here, 
therefore,  where  legiflative  wifdom  fails,  religion 
fteps  in  and  checks  the  defire  of  vengeance,  by  en- 
joining that  meeknefs  of  fpirit  which  difpofes  not  to 
retaliate,  but  to  forgive.  He,  therefore,  who  pof- 
fefles  this  fpirit,  will  not  anfwer  a  fool  according  to 
his  folly.  He  will  not  depart  from  his  ufual  max- 
ims  of  conduft,  becaufe  another  has  behaved  im- 
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properly.     Becaufe  his  neighbour  has  been  guilty  of 
one  piece  of  folly,  he  will  not  reckon  that  an  induce* 
ment  for  him  to  be  guilty  of  another.     He  will  reg- 
ulate his  conduft  by.  that  ftandard  of  virtue,  which 
is  within,  and  not  by  the  behaviour  of  thofe  around 
him.     Accordingly,  inftead  of  harbouring  animofi- 
ties  againft  thofe  who  have  done  him  ill  offices,  he 
will  be  difpofed  to  return  good  for  evil  :  remember- 
ing that  our  Lord  adds  at  the  conclufion  of  this  chap- 
ter, "  I  fay  unto  you,  love  your  enemies,  that  ye 
•'  may  be  the  children  of  your  Father  which  is  in 
*'  Heaven  ;    for  he  maketh  his  fun  to  rife  on  the 
^      "  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  fendeth  rain  on  the  juft 
\    **  and  on  the  unjuft.'* 
\       This  meeknefs  ought  alfo  to  appear   in  our  con- 
I  dufl:  towards  our  friends.     In  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  where  human  nature  is  fo  frail,  where  the 
very  beft  have  their  weak  fide,  and  where  fo  many 
events  happen,  which  give  occafion  to  the  paffions  of 
men  to  (how  themfelves,  there  is  great  fcope  for  the 
cxercife  of  meeknefs  and  moderation.     The  faults 
of  mankind,  in  general,  prefent  a  moft  unpleafant 
fpeftacle  ;  but  the  failings  of  thofe  we  love,  of  thofe 
on  whom  we  have  conferjed  obligations,  are  apt  to 
fill  us  with  difguft  and  averfion.     If  it  had  been  an 
^  ^  enemy  who  had  done  this,  I  could  have  borne  it.     I 
'would  have  expefted  no  better  ;  but  thou,  O  my  fa- 
miliar friend,  how  (hall  I  forgive  thee  ?  Such,  at  the 
time,  is  the  language  of  nature.     But  better  views, 
and  more  mature  refleftion,  will  teach  us  to  throw  a 
veil  over  thofe  infirmities  which  are  infeparable  frohi 
the  beft  natures,  and  to  frame  an  excufe  for  thofe 
frrors,  which  proceed  not  from  a  bad  heart., 
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In  all  thefe  inftanccs  of  meeknefs,  Jefus  of  Naza- 
reth left  us  an  example,  that  we  fhould  follow  his 
fieps.  In  his  general  behaviour,  he  was  meek,  and 
lowly,  and  condefcending.  He  went  about  doing 
good,  and  received  teftimony  from  his  enemies,  that 
"  he  did  all  things  well.**  To  the  errors  of  his 
friends,  he  was  mild  and  gentle.  When,  moved  by 
falfe  zeal,  in  which  they  are  flill  followed  by  many, 
who  have  the  affuranTe  to  call  themfelves  his  difci- 
ples,  they  befought  him  to  caufe  fire  to  defcend 
from  heaven,  and  confumc  a  city,  which  believed 
not  in  his  doSrines,  all  the  rebuke  he  adminiftered 
was,  •*  Ye  know  not  what  manner  of  fpirit  ye  are  of; 
"  the  Son  of  Man  came  not  to  deftroy  men's  lives, 
**  but  to  fave  them.*'  When  he  fufFered  his  agony 
in  the  garden,  in  the  hour  and  in  the  power  of  dark- 
nefs,  when  he  befought  his  difciples  to  watch  with 
him  in  this  dreadful  fcene,  and  when,  inftead  of  giv* 
ing  him  comfort,  they  funk  unconcerned  into  fleep  ; 
in/lead  of  reproving  them  with  feverity,  as  their  con- 
duft  deferved,  he  himfelf  fought  for  an  excufe  for 
,  them  :  "  The  fpirit  indeed  is  willing,  but  the  flefti 
**  is  weak."  Though  he  was  the  friend  of  all  man- 
kind,  yet  he  had  enemies  who  fought  his  life.  *'  I 
*^  have  done,**  faid  he,  "  many  good  deeds  among 
"  you,  for  which  of  thefe  do  you  ftone  me  ?**  And 
when,  after  perfecuting  him  in  his  life,  they  brought 
him  to  the  accurfed  death  of  the  croft,  his  laft  words 
were,  **  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not 
**  what  they  do.'*    Go  thou  !  and  do  likewife. 

The/econd  thing  propofed  was.  To  fhow  the  hap- 
pinefs  annexed  to  this  charafter,  expreffed  here  by 
^^  inheriting  the  earth.**     The  meek  are  not  i^ideed 
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always  to  be  great  and  opulent.  Happinefs,  God  be 
praifed,  is  not  annexed,  and  is  not  confined,  to  the 
fuperior  ftations  of  life.  1  here  is  a  great  difference 
between  poffeffing  the  good  things  of  life,  and  en« 
jojring  them.  Whatever  be  his  rank  in  life,  the 
meek  man  bids  the  faireft  chance  for  enjoying  its 
advantages.  A  proud  and  paffionate  man  puts  his 
happinefs  in  the  power  of  every  fool  he  meets  with. 
A  failure  in  duty  or  aft'eftion  from  a  friend,  want  of 
refpeft  from  a  dependant,  and  a  thoufand  little  cir- 
cumftances,  which  a  candid  man  would  overlook, 
difturb  his  repofe.  (.  He  is  perpetually  on  the  fret, 
and  his  life  is  one  fcene  of  anxiety  after  another. .) 
On  the  other  hand,  the  meek  is  not  difturbed  by  th^ 
tranfa£tions  of  this  fcene  of  vanity.  He  is  difpofed 
to  be  pleafed  at  all  events.  Inftead  of  repining  at 
the  fuccefs  of  thofe  around  him,  he  rejoices  in  their 
profperity,*  and  is  thus  happy  in  the  happinefs  of  ail 
his  neighbours.  *  Such  are  the  blefled  effeds  of  meek<^ 
nefs  on  the  charader.  This  beam  from  heaven 
kindles  joy  within  the  mind  :  it  fpreads  a  ferenity 
over  the  countenance,  and  diffufes  a  kind  of  funfhine 
over  the  whole  life.  It  puts  us  out  of  the  power  of 
accidents.  It  keeps  the  world  at  a  due  diftance.  It 
is  armour  to  the  mind,  and  keeps  off  the  arrows  of 
wrath.  It  preferves  a  fan&uary  within,  calm  and 
holy,  which  nothing  can  difturb.  Safe  and  happy 
in  this  afylum,  you  fmile  at  the  madnefs  of  the  mul- 
titude. You  hear  the  tempefl:  raging  around,  and 
fpending  its  ftrength  in  vain.  As  this  virtue  con- 
tributes to  our  happinefs  here,  fo  it  is  alfo  the  beft 
preparation  for  the  happinefs  which  is  above.  It  is 
the  very  temper  of  the  heavens.     It  is  the  difpofi- . 
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tton  of  the  faints  in  light,  and  angels  in  glory ;  of 
that  blefled  Ibciety  of  friends,  who  rejoice  in  the 
prefence  of  God,  and  who,  in  mutual  love,  and  joint 
hofannahs  of  praife,  enjoy  the  ages  of  eternity  J 

To  conclude  :  There  is  hardly  a  duty  enjoined  in 
the  whole  book  of  God,  on  which  more  ftrefs  feems 
often  to  be  laid,  than  this  virtue  of  meeknefs.  .  ^^  The 
•*  Lord  loveth  the  meek. — ^The  meek  will  he  beauti- 
•*  fy  with  his  falvation.— He  arifes  to  fave  the  meek 
**  of  the  earth."  Chrift  was  fent  to  preaeh  "  glad 
**  tidings  to  the  meek/'  Upon  this  our  Lord  refts 
his  own  charader.  ^^  Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek." 
In  the  epiftles  of  Paul,  there  is  a  remarkable  expref* 
fion :  **  I  befeech  you  by  the  meeknefs  and  the  gen- 
**  tlenefs  of  Chrift."  The  Holy  Ghoft  too,  is  call- 
ed **  the  Spirit  of  Meeknefs."  •  Implore  then,  O 
Chriftian  !  the  ailiftance  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  that 
he  may  endow  you  with  this  virtue,  and  that  you 
may  fliow  in  your  life  the  meeknefs  of  wifdom. 
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^'■^Deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry : — hide  not  thyfelf/rom 
thine  own  Jlejh. 

W  HY  there  are  fo  many  evils  in  tho 
world,  is  a  queftion  that  has  been  agitated  ever  fince 
men  felt  them.  As  God  is  pofleffed  of  all  perfec- 
tions, he  could  have  created  the  univerfe  without 
evil.  To  him,  revolving  the  plan  of  his  creation, 
every  benevolent  fyftem  prefented  itfelf }  how  came 
it  then  to  pafs,  that  a  Being,  neither  controlled  in 
power,  nor  limited  in  wifdom,  nor  deficient  in  good- 
nefs,  fliould  create  a  world  in  which  many  evils  arc 
to  be  found,  and  much  fufiering  to  be  endured  ?  It 
becomes  not  us,  with  too  prefumptuous  a  curiofity, 
to  aflign  the  caufes  of  the  Divine  conduft,  or  with 
too  daring  a  hand,  to  draw  afide  the  veil  which  cov*^ 
crs  the  councils  of  the  Almighty.  But  from  this 
ftate  of  things,  we  fee  many  good  effefts  arife.  That 
induftry  which  keeps  the  world  in  motion  ;  that  fo- 
ciety,  which,  by  mutual  wants,  cements  mankind  to* 
gether ;  and  that  charity,  which  is  the  bond  of  per* 
fe£tion,  would  neither  have  a  place  nor  a  name,  but 
for  the  evils  of  human  life.  Thus  the  enjoyments  of 
life  are  grafted  upon  its  wants ;  from  natural  evil  a- 
rifes  moral  good,  and  the  fufierings  of  fome  contrib* 
ute  to  the  happinefs  of  all.  Such  being  the  ftate  of 
human  affairs,  charity,  or  that  difpoiition  which  leads 
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us  to  fupply  the  wants  and  alleviate  the  fufferings  of 
unhappy  men,  as  well  as  bear  witji  their  infirmities, 
mud  be  a  duty  of  capital  importance.  Accordingly 
it  is  enjoined  in  our  holy  religion,  as  being  the  cliief 
of  the  virtues.  There  is  no  duly  commanded  in 
Scripture,  on  which  fo  much  flrefs  is  laid,  as  on  the 
duty  of  charity.  It  is  afTigned  as  the  ted  and  criteri- 
on by  which  we  are  to  diftinguifh  the  difciples  of 
Jefus,  and  it  will  be  felefted  at  the  great  day,  as  be- 
ing that  part  of  the  charafter  which  is  mod  decifive 
of  the  life,  and  according  to  which  the  laft  fentence 
is  to  turn.  Charity,  in  its  mod  comprehenfive  (enfe, 
iigniiies  that  difpofition  of  mind,  which,  from  a  re- 
gard and  gratitude  to  God,  leads  to  all  the  good  in 
our  power  to  man.  Thus,  it  takes  in  a  large  circle, 
extending  to  all  the  virtues  of  the  focial,  and  many 
graces  of  the  divine  life.  But  as  this  would  lead  us 
into  a  wide  field,  all  that  I  intend  at  prefent  is,  to 
confider  that  branch  of  charity  which  is  called  jUms- 
giving;  and,  in  treating  upon  it,  (hall,  in  the  Jirjl 
place.  Show  you  how  alms  ought  to  be  beftowed  ; 
and,  fecondfyy  Give  exhortations  to  the  practice  of 
this  duty. 

Theory?  thing  pro'pofed  was.  To  Ihow  you  what 
'  is  the  moft  proper  method  of  beftowing  charity. 
this  inquiry  is  the  more  neceflary,  as,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  great  cities,  we  are  always  furrounded 
by  the  needy  and  importunate,  and  it  is  often  diiS- 
cult  to  diftinguilh  thofe  who  are  proper  obje£lsof 
charity,  from  thofe  who  are  not. 

The  bed  method  of  bedowing  charity  upon  the 
healthy  and  the  drong,is  to  give  them  employment. 
Almighty  God  created  us  all^for  indudry  and  ac- 
U 
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tion.  He  never  intended  that  any  man  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth  fhould  be  idle.  Accordingly^  he 
hath  placed  us  in  a  ftate  which  abounds  with  incen- 
tives to  induflry,  and  in  which  we  muft  be  aftive, 
in  order  to  live.  One  half  of  the  vices  of  men  take 
their  origin  from  idlenefs.  He  who  has  nothing  to 
do,  is  an  eafy  prey  to  the  tempter.  Men  muft  have 
occupation  of  one  kind  or  other.  If  they  are  not 
employed  in  ufeful  and  beneficial  labours,  they  will 
engage  in  thofe  which  are  pernicious  and  criminal. 
To  fupport  the  indolent,  therefore,  to  keep  thofe  idle 
who  are  able  to  work,  is  afting  contrary  to  the  in- 
tention of  God,  is  doing  an  injury  to  fociety,  which 
claims  a  right  to  the  fervicea  of  all  its  members,  is 
defrauding  real  objeds  of  charity  of  that  which  is 
their  proper  due,  and  is  fofteringa  race  of  fluggards, 
to  prey  upon  the  vitals  of  a  ftate.  But  he  is  a  valu- 
able member  of  fociety,  and  merits  well  of  all  man- 
kind, who  by  devifmg  means  of  employment  for  the 
induftrious,  delivers  the  public  from  an  ufelefs  in- 
cumbrance, and  makes  thofe  who  would  otherwife 
be  the  pefts  of  fociety,  ufeful  fubjefts  of  the  common- 
wealth. If  it  be  merit,  and  no  fmall  merit  it  is,  to 
improve  the  face  of  a  country  ;  to  turn  the  defert  in- 
to a  fruitful  field,  and  make  the  barren  waftes  break 
forth  into  finging  ;  it  is  much  more  meritorious  to 
cultivate  the  deferts  In  the  moral  world  ;  to  render 
thofe  who  might  be  otherwife  pernicious  members  of 
fociety,  happy  in  themfelves,  and  beneficial  to  the 
ftate  ;  to  convert  the  talent  that  was  wrapt  up  in  a 
napkin  into  a  public  ufe  j  and  by  opening  a  new 
fource  of  induftry,  make  life  and  health  to  circulate 
through  the  whole  political  body.     Such  a  perfon  is 
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a  true  patriot,  and  does  more  good  to  mankind, 
than  all  the  heroes  and  man-deftroyers,  who  fill  the 
annals  of  hiftory.  The  fame  of  the  one  is  founded 
upon  the  numbers  that  he  has  flain  ;  the  glory  of  the 
other  arifes  from  the  numbers  that  he  preferves  and 
makes  happy. 

Another  ad  of  charity,  of  equal  importance,  is  to 
fupply  the  wants  of  the  really  indigent  and  neceffi- 
tous.     If  the  induftrious,  with  all  their  efforts,  are 
not  able  to  earn  a  competent  livelihood  j  if  the  prod- 
uce of  their  labour  be  not  proportionable  to  the  de- 
mands of  a  numerous  family  ;  then  they  are  proper 
objects  of  your  charity.     Nor  can  there  be  conceiv- 
ed a   more  pitiable  cafe,  than  that  of  thofe  whofe 
daily  labour,  after  the  utmoft  they  can  do,  will  not 
procure  daily  bread  for  themfelves  and  their  houfe- 
hold.    To  conilder  a  parent  who  has  tolled  the  live- 
long day  in  hardfhip,  who  yet  at  night,   inftead  of 
finding  reft,  (hall  find  a  pain  more  infupportable 
than  all  his  fatigues  abroad  ;  the  cravings  of  a  nu- 
merous and  helplefs  family,  which  he  cannot  fatisfy : 
this  is  fufficient  to  give  the  moft  lively  touches  of 
compaflion  to  every  heart  that  is  not  paft  feeling. 
Nor  can  there  be  an  exercife  of  charity  better  judg- 
ed, than  adminiftering  to  the  wants  of  thofe  who  are 
at  the  fame  time  induftrious  and  indigent. 

Another  clafs  of  men  that  demand  our  charity,  is 
the  aged  and  feeble,  who,  after  a  life  of  hard  labour, 
after  being  worn  out  with  the  cares  and  bufinefs  of  life, 
are  grown  unfit  for  further  bufinefs,  and  who  add 
poverty  to  the  other  miferies  of  old  age.  What  can 
be  more  worthy  of  us,  than  thus  to  contribute  to  their 
happinefs,  who  have  been  once  ufeful,  and  are  ftiU 
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willing  to  be  fo  ;  to  callow  them  not  to  feel  the  want 
of  thofe  epjoymei^ts,  which  they  are  not  now  able 
to  procure  ;  to  be  a  ftaflf  to  their  declining  days  ;  to 
fmooth  the  furrows  in  the  faded  cheek,  and  to  make 
the  winter  of  old  age  wear  the  afpeft  of  fpring  ? 

Children  alfo  bereft  of  their  parents,  orphans  caft 
upon  the  care  of  Providence,  are  fjgnal  objeds  of 
?ompaffion.  Tq  aft  th?  part  of  ?t  father  to  thofe 
upon  whofe  helplefs  years  no  parent  of  their,  own 
ever  fmiled  j  to  rear  up  the  plant  that  was  left  alone 
to  perilh  in  the  ftprm  ;  to  fence  the  tender  bloom  a- 
gainftthe  early  blafts  of  vice  ;  to  watch  and  fuper- 
intend  its  growth,  till  it  flouriflies  and  brings  forth 
fruit  :  this  is  a  noble  and  beneficial  employment, 
well  adapted  to  a  generous  mind.  Wh^t  can  be 
more  delightful  than  thi^s  to  train  up  the  young  to 
happinefs  and  virtue  ;  to  conduft  them  with  a  fafe 
but  gentle  hand,  through  the  dangerous  ftages  of 
infancy  and  yo^th ;  to  give  them,  at  an  age  when 
their  minds  are  moft  fufceptible  of  good  impreffions^ 
early  notice^  of  religion,  and  render  tjiem  ufeful 
members  of  fociety,  who,  if  turned  adrift,  and  left 
defencelefs,  would,  vjfithout  the  extraordinary  grace 
of  God,  become  a,  burden  and  a  nuifance  to  thf 
^  world  ? 

But  there  is  a  clafs  of  the  unfoiftunate  not  yet 
mentioned,  who  are  the  greateft  objefts  of  all ;  thofe 
who,  after  having  been  accuftomed  to  eafe  and  plen- 
ty, are,  by  fome  unavoidable  reverfe  of  fortue,  by  na 
fault  or  folly  of  theirs,  condemned  to  bear,  wha^ 
they  are  lead  able  to  bear,  the  galling  load  of  pov. 
erty  ;  who,  after  having  been  perhaps  fathers  to  the 
j^atherlefs,  in  the  day  of  their  profperity,  are  now  be- 
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come  the  obje&s  of  that  charity  which  they  were 
wont  (o  liberally  to  difpenfe.  Thefe  perfons  plead 
the  more  ftrongly  for  our  relief,  becaufe  they  arc 
the  leaft  able  to  reveal  their  mifery,  and  make  their 
wants  known.  Let  thefe  therefore  in  a  peculiar 
manner  partake  the  bounty  of  the  liberal  and  open 
hand.  Let  your  goodnefs  defcend  to  them  in  fecret, 
and,  like  the  providence  of  Heaven,  conceal  the 
hand  which  fends  them  relief,  that  their  bluihes  may 
be  fpared  while  their  wants  are  fupplied. 

Concerning  one  clafs  of  the  indigent,  vagrants 
^nd  common  beggars,  I  have  hitherto  faid  nothing. 

About  thefe  your  own  obfervation  and  experience 
will  enable  you  to  judge.  Some  of  them  are  real  and 
deferving  obje&s  of  your  compaffion.  Of  others, 
the  greateft  want  is  the  want  of  induftry  and  virtue. 

Thc/eccnd  thing  propofed,  was.  To  give  exhorta* 
tions  to  the  pra&ice  of  this  duty.  This  duty  isi  fo 
agreeable  to  the  common  notions  of  mankind,  that 
every  one  condemns  the  mean  and  fordid  fpirit  of 
that  wretch  whom  God  has  blefled  with  abundance, 
and  confequently  with  the  power  of  bleffing  others, 
and  who  is  yet  relentlefs  to  the  cries  of  the  poor  and 
miferable.  We  look  with  contempt  and  abhorrence 
upon  a  man  who  is  ever  amailing  riches,  and  never 
beftowing  them  ;  as  greedy  as  the  fea,  and  yet  as 
barren  as  the  (hore.  Numbers,  it  is  true,  think  they 
have  done  enough  in  declaiming  againft  the  pra&ice 
of  fuch  perfons  }  for  upon  the  great  and  the  opulent 
they  think  the  whole  burden  of  this  duty  ought  to 
reft  J  but  for  themfelves,  being  fomewhat  of  a  lower 
clafs,  they  defire  to  be  excufed.  Their  circumftan^ 
(es,  they  fay,  are  but  juft  eafy,  to  anfwer  the  de^ 
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mands  of  their  family,  and  therefore  they  plead  ina- 
bility, and  exped  to  be  exempted  from  the  perform- 
ance of  this  duty.  Before  this  excufe  will  be  of  any 
avail,  it  behoves  them  to  confider  whether  they  do 
not  indulge  themfelves  in  expenfes  unfuitable  to  their 
rank  and  condition.  Imaginary  wants  are  bound- 
lefs,  and  charity  will  never  begin,  if  it  be  poftponed 
till  thefe  have  an  end.  Every  man,  whether  rich  or 
poor,  is  concerned  in  this  duty,  in  proportion  to  his 
circumftances :  and  he  that  has  little  is  as  ftridly 
bound  to  give  fomething  out  of  that  little,  as  he  that 
hath  more  is  obliged  to  give  more.  What  advan- 
tage was  it  to  the  poor  widow,  that  (he,  by  giving 
her  one  mite  into  the  treafury,  could  exercife  a  no- 
bler charity  than  all  the  rich  had  done  !  The  fmalU 
eft  gift  may  be  the  greateft  bounty. 

The  practice  of  this  duty,  therefore,  is  incumbent 
upon  all.  To  the  performance  of  it  you  are  drawn 
by  that  pity  and  companion  which  are  implanted  in 
the  heart.  Compaflion  is  the  call  of  our  Father  in 
heaven  to  us  his  children,  to  put  us  upon  relieving 
our  brethren  in  diftrefs.  This  is  an  affedion  wifely 
interwoven  in  our  frame  by  the  Author  of  our  na- 
ture, that  whereas  abftraded  reafon  is  too  fedentary 
and  remifs  a  counfellor,  we  might  have  a  more  in« 
ftant  and  vigorous  pleader  in  our  ownbreafts  to  excite 
us  to  ad:s  of  charity.  As  far,  indeed,  as  it  is  ingrafted 
in  us,  it  is  mere  inftind ;  but  when  we  cultivate  and 
cheriih  it,  till  we  love  mercy ;  when  we  dwell  upon 
every  tender  fentiment  that  opens  our  mind  and  en* 
larges  our  heart,  then  it  becomes  a  virtue.  Whofo- 
ever  thou  art  whofe  heart  is  hardened  and  waxed 
grofs;  put  thyfelf  in  the  room  of  fome  poor  unfriend- 
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ed  wretch,  befet  perhaps  with  a  large  family,  bro- 
ken with  misfortunes,  and  pining  with  poverty, 
whilft  filent  grief  preys  upon  his  vitals  ;  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  what  wouldft  thou  think  it  reafonable  thy  rich 
neighbours  fhould  do  ?  That,  like  the  Pried  and  the 
Levite,  they  fhould  look  with  an  eye  of  indifterence, 
and  pafs  by  on  the  other  fide  j  or  like  the  good  Sa- 
maritan, pour  balm  into  thy  wounded  mind  ?  Be 
thyfelf  the  judge  !  and  whatever  thouthinkcft  reafon- 
able thy  neighbours  fhould  do  to  thee,  go  thou  and 
do  likewife  unto  them* 

Confider  next  the  pleafure  derived  from  benevo- 
lence. Mean  and  illiberal  is  the  man  whofe  foul 
the  good  of  himfelf  can  entirely  engrofs.  True  be- 
nevolence, extenfive  as  the  light  of  the  fun,  takes  in 
all  mankind.  It  is  not  indeed  in  your  power  to  fup- 
port  all  the  indigent,  incurable  and  aged  ;  it  is  not 
in  your  power  to  train  up  in  the  paths  of  virtue  ma- 
ny friendlefs  and  fatherlefs  children  :  but  if,  as  far 
as  the  compafs  of  your  power  reaches,  nothing  is 
deprived  of  the  influence  of  your  bounty,  and  where 
your  power  falls  fhort,  you  are  cordially  afFeded  to 
fee  good  works  done  by  others,  thofe  charities 
which  you  could  not  do,  will  be  placed  to  your  ac- 
count. To  grafp  thus  the  whole  fyllem  of  reafona- 
ble beings,  with  an  overflowing  love,  is  to  poflefs  the 
greateft  of  all  earthly  enjoyments,  is  to  make  ap- 
proaches to  the  happinefs  of  higher  natures,  and  an- 
ticipate  the  joy  of  the  world  to  cothe.  -  For  it  is  im- 
poflSble,  that  the  man  who,  actuated  by  a  principle  of 
obedience  to  his  Creator,  has  cherifhed  each  gener- 
ous and  liberal  movement  of  the  foul,  with  a  head 
ever  lludious  to  contrive,  a  heart  evef  willing  to  pro- 
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mote,  and  hands  ever  ready  to  diftribute  to  the  good 
of  his  fellow^reatures,  fliould  notwithflandiog  be 
doomed  to  be  an  aflbciate  for  ever  with  accurfed  fpir- 
its,  in  a  place  where  benevolence  never  ihed  its 
kindly  beams,  but  malice  and  anguifli,  and  black- 
nefs  of  darknefs,  reign  for.  ever  and  ever.  No,  the 
riches  which  we  have  given  away  will  abide  with  us 
for  ever.  The  fame  habit  of  love  will  accompany 
US  to  another  world.  The  bud  which  hath  opened 
here  will  blow  into  full  expanfion  above,  and  beauti- 
fy the  paradifein  the  heavens. 
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Matthew  v.  19. 

Wbofoever  therefore  Jhall  break  one  of  thefe  leajl  conif 
mandmenis^  and  Jhall  teach  menfo^  he  Jhall  be  called 
the  leaji  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

1  HE  Roman  Catholics  divide  fins 
into  two  claiTes,  the  venial  and  the  mortal.  In  the 
/irfl  dais,  they  include  thofe  flight  offences  which, 
as  they  iay,  are  too  inconfiderabje  to  ofend  the  De- 
jty,  and,  in  the  fecoAd,  tl^ofe  great  and  aggravated 
tranfgreilions  which  cxpofe  men  to  the  Divine  ven- 
geance in  the  world  to  come.  Although  this  di£- 
tindion,  which  overthrows  the  law  of  morality,  is  abr 
jured  by  all  Proteftants,  yet  fomething  like  it  is  ftill 
retained  by  great  numbers  of  men.  What  the  Pa- 
pifts  call  venial  iins,  they  call  fms  of  in^jirmity,  hu- 
man failings,  imperfedions  infep;arabl.e  from  men. 
And  their  own  favourite  vices,  whatever  they  be, 
they  call  by  thefe  names.  Cruel  is  the  condition  ojf 
the  human  kind,  fay  they,  and  rigorous  the  fpirit  of 
the  chriftian  law,  if  we  are  to  lie  under  fuch  terriblq 
reftridions  ;  if  breaking  one  of  the  leaf):  comniand- 
inents  ihall  exclude  us  from  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Will  the  Great  Creator  be  offepded  by  a  few  trivial 
tranfgreilions  ^  with  little  liberties,  which  ferve  only 
for  amufement  ?  If  others  take  a  general  toleration^ 
Ihall  we  not  have  an  indulgence  at  particular  tifnes  ? 
If  wc  arc  prohibited  from  turning  back  ip  the  paths 
W     ' 
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of  virtue,  may  we  not  make  a  random  ezcurfion  ? 
If  we  are  not  allowed  to  tafte  the  fruits,  may  we  not 
at  lead  crop  the  bloffoms  of  the  forbidden  tree? 
While  the  waters  of  pleafure  flow  fo  near,  and  look 
fo  tempting,  fhall  we  not  be  permitted  to  tafte  and 
live  ?  Will  the  Great  Judge  of  the  world  condemn 
us  to  eternal  punifhment,  for  the  indulgence  of  a 
wandering  inclination,  for  the  gratification  of  a  fud- 
den  appetite,  for  a  look,  a  word,  or  a  thought  ? 

As  this  is  the  apology  of  vice,  which,  at  one  time 
or  another,  all  of  you  make  to  yourfelves^  I  fhall 
now  fhow  you  the  dangerous  nature  and  fatal  ten- 
dency  of  thofe  offences  you  call  little Jins.  And  in 
entering  upon  the  fubjeft,  Chriftians,  I  muft  obferve 
to  you,  that  the  attempt  to  join  together  the  joya  of 
religion  and  the- pleafures  of  fin,  is  altogether  im- 
prafticable.  The  I)ivine  law  regulates  the  enjoy- 
ments as  well  as  the  bufinefs  of  life.  You  are  nev* 
er  to  forget  one  moment  that  you  are  chriftians. 
The  joys  which  you  are  allowed  to  partake  of,  arc 
in  the  train  of  virtue.  While  you  are  pilgrims  in 
the  wildernefs,  if  you  return  to  Egypt  again,  you 
forfeit  your  title  to  the  promifed  land.  You  have 
left  the  dominions  of  fin,  you  have  come  into  anoth- 
er kingdom  ;  and  if  now  you  revolt  to  the  foe,  you 
are  guilty  of  treafon,  and  may  ezped:  to  meet  with 
the  punifliment  which  treafon  deferves.  How  ftiall 
we  diftinguifli  then,  you  fay,  between  the  fins  of  in- 
firmity, into  which  the  bcft  may  fall,  and  the  viola- 
tion of  thofe  leaft  commandments  which  exclude 
from  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  I  anfwer.  The  text 
makes  the  diftindion.  Sins  of  infirmity  proceed 
from  frailty  and  furprife.    The  temptation  comes 
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upon  men  unexpeded  ;  the  foe  meets  them  unpre« 
pared  ;  and,  in  fuch  cafes;  the  moft  circumfpcft  may 
be  off  their  guard,  and  the  beft  natures  may  fall. 
But  thofe  fins  which  exclude  from  the  kingdom  of 
God,  are  from  deliberation  and  full  confent  of  the 
mind.  The  perfons  who  commit  them,  as  the  text 
fays,  "  teach  men  fo  ;*'  that  is,  they  juftify  them- 
felves  in  what  they  do,  and  fin  upon  a  plan.  Their 
evil  intentions  are  not  occafional  and  tranfient,  but 
permanent  and  governing  ;  they  ileep  and  wake  up- 
on  their  bad  defigns,  and  carry  them  along  in  their 
going  out  and  coming  in  ;  and  thus  forming  evil 
habits,  make  their  lives  a  fyflem  of  iniquity.  Who* 
ever  does  fo,  though  it  be  only  in  the  violation  of 
what  he  reckons  the  lead  commandment,  (hall  be 
called  leaft  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  that  is,  fhall 
be  excluded  altogether  from  it.      « 

It  is  propofed,  at  this  time,  to  fet  before  you  the 
evil  nature  and  dangerous  tendency  of  the  leaft 
tranigrei&ons.  And,  in  xhtjirji  place,  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved.  That  it  is  a  feries  of  little  aftions  that  marks 
the  characters  of  men.  Human  life  is  not  compo** 
fed  of  great  events,  but  of  minute  occurrences ;  and  it 
18  not  from  a  man's  extraordinary  exertions,  but 
from  his  ordinary  condud,  that  we  form  our  ju^* 
inent  of  his  character.  When  a  great  event  is  tranf- 
a£king,  a  man  is  on  his  guard,  he  is  prepared  to  aft 
his  part  well,  and  often,  on  fuch  occafions,  in  the 
bour  of  exhibition,  he  appears  to  the  world  a  differ* 
ent  perfon  from  what  he  really  is.  But  in  the  feries 
of  little  anions,  in  the  detail  of  ordinary  life,  the 
tttra  of  mind  difcovers  itfelf,  the  temper  unfolds,  the 
cbara^ker  appears.    It  is  then^  when  man  is  himfelf. 
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the  mafk  falls  off,  and  the  true  countenance  is  difplay^ 
ed.  Human  life,  then,  being  a  circle  of  petty  tranf* 
aftions,  and  the  temper  of  men  being  known  from 
their  condufl:  in  little  affairs,  our  chataft^r  for  virtue 
will  depend  on  our  performance  of  what  the  world 
calls  the  leaft  of  the  commandments.  This  is  not 
peculiar  to  virtue.  What  is  it  that  conftitutes  the 
happinefs  of  domeftic  life  ?  Not  the  fmgtalar  and  un- 
common fitiiationi,  but  the'familiar  and  the  ordina- 
ty  :  not  tht  ftriking  events  that  fly  abroad  in  the 
mouths  cf  the  people^  but  the  daily  round  of  little 
things,  which  are  never  mentioned.  A  niifer  may  have 
a  feall,  and  be  a  mifer  ftill  ;  he  only  is  a  happy  man 
who  has  his  enjoyments  every  day.  With  very  great 
talents,  and  without  any  remarkable  vice,  a  man 
may  become  a  mod  difagreeable  member  of  fociety, 
by  his  negleft  of  the  attentions  and  civilities,  and  de- 
corum of  life.  In  like  manner,  without  being  guilty 
of  any  enormous  firi,  by  the  habitual  negleft  of  infe- 
rior duties,  and  by  the  praftice  of  little  oflfences,  a 
man  may  fin  unto  death. 

A  good  life  is  one  of  thofe  pidkure^  whdfe  perfec- 
tion arifes  from  the  nice  and  the  miiiiite  ftrokes. 
it  is  not  one  blazing  ftar,  but  the  hofl:  of  leffer 
lights,  which  forms  the  beauty  of  the  heavens.  In 
like  manner.  How  does  the  Great  Judge  at  the  laft 
day  decide  the  fate,  and  determine  the  charafters  of 
men  ?  You  reckon  fins  of  omiffion  bUt  little  fins,  yet, 
on  account  6f  thefe,  the  fentence  of  everlafling  con- 
demnation is  pafled.  Becaufe  ye  gave  no  bread  to 
the  hungry,  no  water  to  the  thirfty,  and  no  raiment 
to  the  naked,  relieved  not  the  oppreffed,  and  vifited 
tiot  the  prifoner,  therefore  '^  depart  into  everlaftlng 
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•*  fire,  ptepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels."  In 
like  manner  he  determines  the  charaSer  of  the 
righteous,  not  from  the  ftriking  and  fplendid  virtues 
which  th^y  exhibit  to  the  world,  but  from  the 
performance  of  the  inferior  duties  of  daily  life : 
•*  Come  ye  bleflfed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  king* 
"  dom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 
"  world/*  Why  ?  Is  it  for  the  fplendid  works  of  pi* 
ety,  for  building  temples  to  the  Deity,  or  dying  as 
martyrs  to  the  Chriftian  Faith  ?  No.  Men  may 
build  temples,  without  love  to  the  Deity  ;  they  may 
die  as  martyrs,  without  real  religion  ;  but  becaufe 
ye  have  given  food  to  the  hungry,  drink  to  the  thirf- 
ty,  and  raiment  to  the  naked ;  adions  of  life  in 
which  ye  muft  have  been  fincere  ;  becaufe  ye  never 
expefted  that  fuch  aftions  would  be  heard  of,  and 
the  pradice  of  them  grew  fo  much  into  habit,  that 
ye  fcarcely  thought  it  a  virtue  to  perform  them. 

Secondly^  Thefe  little  fins  attack  the  authority  o^ 
the  Divine  Legiflator  as  much,  or  perhaps  more  than 
great  fins.  Evil  thoughts  are  as  exprefsly  prohibit* 
ed  in  the  Divine  law  as  evil  dee;ds.  The  fame  God 
who  fays,  Thou  (halt  not  kill,  fays  alfo.  Thou  fhalt 
not  hate  thy  brother  in  thy  heart.  What  fentiment 
muft  you  entertain  of  the  Majefty  in  the  Heavens, 
when  his  command  cannot  reftrain  you  from  the 
commiffion  of  the  lead  fin  ?  Hath  not  God  forbid- 
den the  impure  defire  and  the  malicious  intention^ 
as  well  as  adultery  and  murder  ?  And  is  it  not  as 
much  his  will  that  he  fliould  be  obeyed  in  thofe  com- 
mandments as  in  thefe  f  Have  you  a  difpenfation 
granted  you  to  take  the  name  of  God  in  vain  in  com^ 
mon  converfation,  any  more  than  you  have  to  fweai* 
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falfely  before  a  civil  magiftrate  ?  Have  you  more  li1> 
erty  allowed  you  to  wound  your  neighbour's  charac- 
ter than  you  have  to  fhed  his^  blood  ?  No,  the  pro- 
hibition extends  to  the  one  as  Well  as  to  the  other. 
The  fame  authority  that  forbids  the  aftion,  forbids 
the  defire.     The  fame  law  which  fays,  1  hou  fhalf 
not  fteal,  fays  alfo,  Thou  fhalt  not  covet.    But  you 
fay,  that  the  indulgences  you  plead  for,  are  with  re- 
gard  to  things  in  their  own  nature  indifferent.     A* 
las  1  if  you  had  proper  ideas  of  a  God  poffeffed  of 
infinite  perfeftion,  nothing  that  he  commands  or  for* 
bids  would  appear  indifferent.     To  you  it  may  ap- 
pear a  matter  of  little  moment  or  concern,  what  the 
ftrain  of  your  thoughts  is,  or  how  the  tenor  of  your 
converfation  runs  j  but  when  you  learn  that  your 
thoughts  are  known  in  heaven,  and  that  by  your 
\vords  you  fliall  be  juftified  or  condemned,  thefe  at 
fume  a  more  fcrious  form,  and  become  of  infinite 
importance.     But  if  the  things  for  which  you  beg 
an  indulgence  are  in  their  own  nature  fmall,  why  do 
you  not  abftain  from  them  ?  If  the  prophet  had 
commanded  you  a  great  thing,  you  might  have  mur- 
tnured  againfl:  the  precept  ;  but  when  he  only  en- 
joins what  you  yourfelves  reckon  a  little  thing,  what 
pretence  have  you  for  a  complaint  ?  In  place  of  be* 
ing  an  excufe,  this  is  an  aggravation  of  your  offence. 
With  your  own  mouth  you  condemn  yourfelf.     Can 
there  be  a  ftronger  proof  of  a  degenerate  nature 
tmd  a  ftubborn  mind,  than  this  inclination  to  difo* 
bey  your  Creator,  in  things  that  you  reckon  of  little 
confequence  ?  What  can  fhow  a  heart  hardened  a* 
gainft  God,  and  fet  againfl  the  Heavens,  fo  much  as 
this  refra^ory  and  rebellious  difpofition,  which  leads 
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men  to  violate  the  Majefty  of  the  law,  to  infult  the  au« 
thority  of  the  Lawgiver,  to  rife  the  vengeance  of  th^ 
Omnipotent,  and  to  pour  contempt  on  all  the  perfect' 
tions  of  the  Divine  nature,  rather  than  part  with  what 
they  themfelves  reckon  fmall  and  inconfiderable. 

In  the  third  phce.  You  may  contrad  as  much 
guilt  by  breaking  the  leaft  of  the  commandments,  as 
by  breaking  the  grcateft  of  them.  You  ftart  back 
and  are  affrighted  at  the  approach  of  great  iniquity  ; 
the  heart  revolts  from  a  temptation  to  flagrant  (ins  ; 
yet  thoufands  of  lelTer  fins,  evil  thoughts,  malicious 
words,  petty  oaths,  commodious  lies,  little  deceits, 
you  make  no  fcruple  to  commit  every  day.  But  the 
guilt  of  fuch  reiterated  fins  is  as  great,  or  greater, 
than  that  of  any  Angle,  fin.  To  hate  your  neighbour 
in  your  heart  without  caufe,  to  take  every  opportu* 
nity  of  blading  his  character,  and  defeating  his  de« 
iigns,  makes  you  as  guilty  in  the  Divine  eye  as  if 
you  had  imbrued  your  hands  iii  his  blood.  To  ufe 
falfe  weights,  and  a  deceitful  balance,  is  as  criminal  as 
a  direft  a€l  of  theft.  He,  who  defrauds  his  neigh- 
bours daily  in  the  courfe  of  his  bufinefs,  is  a  greater 
(inner  before  God,  and  a  worfe  member  of  fociety^ 
than  he  who  once  in  his  life  robs  on  the  highway. 
The  frequency  of  thefe  little  fins  makes  the  guilt 
great,  and  the  danger  extreme.  The  conftant  ope- 
ration of  evil  deeds  impairs  the  ftrength  of  the  foul, 
and  (hakes  the  foundation  on  which  virtue  refts.. 
Wave  fucceeding  wave  undermines  the  whole  fabric 
of  virtue,  and  makes  the  building  of  God  to  fall. 
The  thorns,  which  at  firft  could  fcarcely  be  feen, 
fpread  by  degrees  over  the  field,  and  choke  the  good 
feed.    The  locufts,  which  Mofes  brought  over  the 
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laxid  of  Egypt,  appeared  at  firft  a  contemptible  mul- 
titude ;  but  in^  little  time,  like  a  cloud,  they  darken- 
ed the  air ;  as  a  mighty  army;  they  covered  the  face 
of  the  earth  f  they  devoured  the  herb  of  the  field, 
the  fruit  of  the  tree,  and  every  green  thing,  and  turn^ 
ed  what  was  formerly  like  the  garden  of  Eden  into 
a  defolate  wildernefs;  Thus  thefe  little  fins  increafc 
as  they  advance  ;  they  blaft  where  they  enter ;.  by 
degrees  they  make  the  fpiritual  life  decay  j  they  lay 
wafte  the  new  creation,  and  turn  the  intellectual 
world  into  a  chaos,  without  form,  and  void  of  orderr 
And  yet  we  are  not  on  our  guard  againft  them.  It 
fareth  with  us  sis  it  did  with  the  Ifraelites  of  old. 
We  tremble  rjiore  at  onp  Goliah  than  at  the  whole 
army  of  the  Philiitines.  One  grofs  fcandalous  fin 
makes  us  recoil  ^nd  ftart  back  ;  and  yet  we  venture 
on  the  guilt  of  numberlefs  fmaller  fm«,  yrithout  hefi- 
tation  or  remorfe.  What  iignifies  jt  whether  you 
die  of  many  fmall  wounds,  or  by  o^e  great  wound  ? 
What  great  difference  does  it  make,  whether  the  de- 
vouring fire  and  the  everlafting  burnings  are  kindled 
by  many  fparks,  or  by  one  fire-brand  ?  When  God 
ihall  reckon  up  againft  you  at  the  great  day  the  many 
thoufand  malicious  thought^,  flanderous  words,  de-r 
ceits,  oaths,  imprecations,  lies,  that  you  have  been 
guilty  of,  the  account  will  be  as  dreadful,  and  the 
wrath  as  infupportable,  as  if  atrocious  crimes  had 
flood  upon  the  lift. 

In  tht  fourth  place,  Thefe  little  offences  make  life  ' 
a  chain  and  a  continuation  of  fins,  fo  thatconverfion 
becomes  almoft  impoffible.    Often,  upon  the  com- 
miffion  of  a  grofs  fin,  a  fobcr  interval  fucceeds ;  feri- 
ous  refleftiou  b^s  its.  hour  j  forrow  and  contyitign  of 
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bear t  take  their  turn ;  *  then  is  the  crifis  of  a  man's 
charader ;  and  many  improving  this  favourable  op- 
portunity, have  rifen  greater  froni  their  fall*  -But 
if  thefe  little  fins  then  come  in  ;  if  between  the  com« 
miffion  of  one  grofs  fin  and  another,  there  intervenes 
a  conftant  negle£):  of  God,  a  hardnefs  of  heart,  a  van* 
ity  of  imagination,  and  unfruitfulnefs  of  life,  you  ftill 
add  to  the  number  of  your  fins,  and  treafure  up  to 
yourfelves  wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath.  Such  lit^ 
tie  fins  fill  up  all  the  void  fpaces  ;  fo  that,  by  this 
means,  life  becomes  an  uninterrupted  and  unbroken 
chain  of  iniquity.  Thus  you  render  yourfelves  inca. 
pable  of  reformation,  and  put  yourfelves  out  of  the 
pow^r  of  Divine  grace.  How  is  it  poifible  that  you 
can  ever  come  within  the  rejtch  of  mercy  ?  How 
can  the  voice  of  God  reach  your  heart  ?  He  fpeaks 
to  you  in  the  majefiic  filence  of  his  works  i  but  you 
reckon  it  no  fin  at  all  to  ihut  your  ears  againft  the 
voice  which  comes  from  heaven  to  earth,  and  reach- 
jes  from  one  end  of  the  world  Co  the  other.  He 
fpeaks  to  you  by  the  voice  of  his  providenee ;  but 
you  reckon  it  pf  little  moment  to  regard  the  dpings 
of  the  Lord,  He  fpeaks  to  you  in  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures ;  but  you  reckon  the  precept  to  read  thefe  one 
of  the  lead  commandments.  He  fpeaks  to  you  in 
the  ordinances  of  his  own  inftitution,  but  alas  i  how 
many  hold  it  a  little  fin  to  abfent  themfelves  from 
thefe  altogether !  And  how  many  of  thofe  who  at^ 
tend,  think  it  but  a  little  fin  to  fpcnd  their  time  as 
unprofitably  as  if  abfent  I  He  fpeaJts  to  you  with  the 
ftill fmall  voice;  his  Spirit  whifpers  to  yourfpirit. 
He  fecks  to  enter  in  by  your  thoughts;  but  vanity, 
dnd  folly,  and  vice,  fwarms  of  little  £iis,  ftop  u|)  thf 
X 
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paflkge.  Thus  every  corner  of  life  is  filled  up.  Ev- 
ery avenue  to  the  heart  is  Ihut.  You  no  where  lie 
open  to  the  Impreffion  of  Divine  grace,  and  the  foul 
is  fo  full,  that  there  is  no  room  for  the  Holy  Spirit 

to  enter. 

In  the  laji  place,  Thefe  lefler  fins  infallibly  lead 
to  greater.  There  is  a  fatal  progrefs  in  vice.  One 
fin  naturally  leads  to  another :  the  firft  ftep  leads  to 
the  fecond,  till,  by  degrees,  you  come  to  the  bottom 
of  tl^e  precipice.  Deceit,  duplicity,  diifimulation  in  - 
different  matters,  which  many  perfons  who  maintain 
what  is  called  a  decent  charader,  make  no  fcruple 
to  employ,  have  a  tendency  to  render  you  infincerq 
on  more  important  occafions,  and  may  gradually  de« 
ftroy  your  chara^er  of  integrity  altogether.  He^ 
who  tells  falfehoods  for  his  own  conveniency,  will 
in  the  natural  courfe  of  things,  become  a  common 
liar. 

The  fpirit  of  gaming  perhaps  you  reckon  a  fmall 
fin.  But  whenever  gaming  is  made  a  ferlous  bufi- 
nefs,  and  the  love  of  it  becomes  a  paffion,  farewell  to 
tranquillity  and  virtue.  Then  fucceed  days  of  vanity 
and  nights  of  care ;  diflipation  of  life,  corruption  of 
manners,  inattention  to  domeftic  affairs,  arcs  of  de- 
ceit, lying,  curfing,  and  perjury.  At  a  difbtace  pov- 
erty,  with  contempt  at  her  heels,  and  in  the  rear  of 
all,  defpair  bringing  a  halter  in  her  hand. 

Thus  have  I  fet  before  you  the  evil  nature  and  the 
dangerous  tendency  of  the  lea(t  tranfgreflions.  And 
do  you  alk  an  indulgence  in  little  fins,  when  you  fee 
how  fatal  they  are }  Do  you  ftill  aik  to  make  an 
excurfion  from  the  path  of  virtue  \  Such  an  excur- 
fion  if  you  make  you  will  fall  in  with  the  road:  to 
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petdition.  Do  you  ftill  wife  to  tafte  the  waters  which 
unlawful  pleafurc  prefents  to  your  eye  ?  Tafte  them 
you  may ;  but  be  affured  that  there  is  poifon  in  the 
ftream,  and  death  in  the  cup.  Alas  1  if  we  calmly 
indulge  ourfelves  m  the  cool  commifiion  of  the  leaft 
fin,  who  knows  when  or  where  we  (hall  ft  op  ?  If  once 
we  yield  to  the  temptation^  in  whofe  power  is  it  to 
fay,  Hitherto  feall  I  go,  but  no  further  ?  Many  pet- 
fons  at-their  fiirft  fettlng  out,  would  have  trembled  at 
the  very  thought  of  thefe  fins,  which  in  time,  and  by 
ian  eikfy  tranfition,  they  have  been  brought  to  com* 
mit  with  boldnefs.  i  he  traitor  configned  to  eternal 
infaipy,  Judas  Ifeariot^  who  betrayed  the  Lord  of  glo* 
tjj  bad  at  firft  only  his  covetoufiiefs  to  anfwer  for. 
Fly,  therefore,  I  befeech  you,  fly  from  the  firft  ap- 
|>roaches  of  fin.  Guard  your  innocence,  as  you 
.would  guard  youf  life.  If  you  advance  one  ftep 
over  the  line  which  feparates  the  way  of  life  from 
.the  way  of  death,  down  you  fink  to  the  bottomlefs 
abyfs.  Come  not  then  near  the  territories  of  perdi« 
tion.  Stand  back  and  furvey  the  torrent  which  is 
now  fo  mighty  and  overflowing,  that  it  deluges  the 
land,  and  you  will  find  it  to  proceed  from  a  fmall 
contemptible  brook.  Examine  the  conflagration 
that  has  laid  a  city  in  afees,  and  you  will  find  it  to 
ftrift  froma  fingle fpark* 


ay^s 
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*— Ti&^  blood  of  fprinkling^  which  fpeaketb  better  tbingi 
than  that  of  Abel. . 

R.EASON  and  philofophy  Have  i^ 
plied  their  powers  to  external  objeds  with  woilder<> 
ful  fuccefs.  They  have  traced  the  order  of  nature^ 
knd  explaitxed  the  elements  of  things^  By  obferva- 
tion  and  ext>etience9  they  have  afc^rtained  the  lawx 
of  the  univerfe ;  they  have  counted  the  number  of 
the  flars  ;  and  following  the  footfteps  of  the  Almigli« 
ty,  have  difcovercd  fome  of  the  great  lines  of  that 
original  plan  according  to  which  he  Created  the  world* 
But  when  they  approach  the  regidn  of  fpirit  tod  in*- 
telligciice,  they  flop  fliort  in  their  difcoVeries.  The 
mind  eludes  its  own  fearch.  The  Author  of  ouir 
nature  has  checked  our  career  in  fuch  iludies,  to 
'  teach  us  that  a&ion  and  moral  improvement,  not 
fpeculation  and  inquiry,  are  the  ends  of  our  being. 
Accordingly,  the  moral  part  of  our  iirame  ia  the  ea- 
iieft  underftood.  Having  been  placed  here  by  Prov- 
idence for  great  and  noble  purpofes,  virtue  is  the  law 
of  our  nature.  This  being  the  gteat  rule  }xl  the  mor^ 
&1  world,  God  has  ^ifbrced  it  in  various  ways.  He 
hath  endowed  us  with  a  fenfe  or  faculty  which,  vieW'- 
ing  a£Uons  in  themfelves,  without  regard  to  thei^ 
coafequences,  approves  or  difapproves  them.    He 
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hlth  endowed  us  with  another  fenfe,  which  pafies 
fentence  upon  afiions  according  to  their  confequen^ 
ces  in  fociety.  He  hisith  given  us  a  third,  which,  re^ 
fnoving  human  actions  from  Jife^  and  the  world  alto^ 
gether,  earries  them  to  a  higher  tribunal*  The  firft^ 
which  is  the  meral/enfe,  belongs  to  us  as  individuals ; 
is  inftindive  in  all  its  operations ;  approves  of  virtue 
as  being  moral  beauty  j  and  difapproves  of  vice  a^ 
being  moral  deformity.  The  fecond,  which  is  the 
fenfe  of  utility ^  belongs  to  us  as  members  of  fociety, 
is  dirededin  its  operations  by  reafon,  and  palTes  fen- 
tence upon  adions  according  as  they  are  favourable 
or  pernidous  to  the  public  good»  The  third,  which 
hconfcienc€j  belongs  to  us  as  fubje&s  of  the  Divine 
government,  is  direfted  in  its  operations  by  the  word 
of  God,  and  confiders  human  actions  as  conneded 
with  a  future  ftate  of  rewards  and  puniflimcnts.  It 
la  this,  which  properly  belongs  to  religion.  Upon 
this  faculty  of  confcience,  the  happinefs  or  miferyof 
mankind  in  a  great  meafure  depends.  A  good  con- 
fcience is  a  continual  feaft,  and  proves  a  fpring  of 
joy  anudft  the  greateft  diftrefles.  A  confcience  troub^ 
led  with  remorfe  or  haunted  with  fear,  is  the  greateft 
of  all  human  evils.  Accordingly,  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion, which  adapts  itfelf  to  every  ftate  of  our  nature, 
and  carries  confolation  to  the  mind  in  every  diftrefs, 
has  prefeated  to  the  weary  and  heavy  laden  iinner^ 
^*  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  which  fpeaketh  better 
^*  things  than  the  blood  of  Abel/*  The  meaning  of 
which  expreffion  is  this :  as  the  blood  of  Abel,  cry« 
ing  to  Heaven  for  vengeance,  filled  the  mind  of  Cahi 
with  horror,  and  as  every  fin  is  attended  with  re-^ 
morfe  j  fo  the  blood  of  Jefus  is  of  power  to  deliver 
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the  mind  from  thxi  remorfe,  ^nd  reflord  peace  of  t^* 
idence  to  the  true  penitent. 

In  further  treating  Upon  this  fubjeft,  I  fhall  de^ 
Icribe  to  youithe  nature  of  that  reiiiorfe  which  is  the 
companion  or  a  guilty  mind  i  and  next  th6  delifer^ 
ance  which  the  gofpel  gives  \1^  from  it,  by  means  of 
*'  the  blood  of  fprinkling."  In  the^r/l  place,  then. 
Let  us  confider  the  nature  of  that  remorfe  which  i3 
the  companion  of  a  guilty  mind. 

Almighty  God  having  created  man  after  his  own 
image,  intended  him  for  moral  excellence  and.  pet* 
fedion*  Hence  all  his  pafiions  were  originally  fel 
on  the  fide  of  virtue,  and  all  his  faculties  tended  to 
heaven.  Gonfcience  is  fUU  the  ieail  corrupted  of  all 
the  powers  of  the  fduL  It  keeps  a  faithful  regifter 
of  our  deeds,  and  paiTes  impartial  fentence  upon  them. 
It  is  appointed  the  judge  of  human  life )  is  invefted 
with  authority  and  dominion  over  the  whole  man^ 
and  i^  armed  with  ftings  to  punifli  the  guilty.  Thefe 
ore  the  fandions  and  enforcements  of  that  eternal  law 
to  which  we  are  fubje&^d.  For  even  in  our  prefent 
£iUen  ftate,  we  aire  fo  framed  by  the  Author  of  our 
nature,  that  moral  evil  can  no  mdre  be  tommitted 
than  natural  evil  can  be  fuffered,  without  anguifli  and 
difquiet.  A&  pain  follows  the  infliftion  of  a  wound, 
ias  certaitxly  doth  remorfe  attend  the  conuniffion  of 
fin.  Confdenee  may  be  lulled  afleep  for  a  while,  but 
it  will  one  day  vindicate  its  rights*  It  will  leize  the 
finner  in  an  hour  when  he  is  not  aware ;  tirill  blaft 
him  perhaps  in  the  midft  of  his  mirth,  and  put  him 
to  the  torture  of  an  accufing  mind.  For  the  truth 
of  this  obfervation,  let  me  appeal  tp  your  own  expe^ . 
rience.    Did  you  ever  indulge  a  criminal  paffion»  did 
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you  ever  allow  yourfelves  in  any  praftice  which  you 
knew  to  be  unlawful,  without  feeling  an  inward  drug- 
gie and  ftrong  reludance  of  mind  before  the  attempt, 
and  bitter  pangs  of  remotfc  after  the  commiffion  ? 
Though  no  eye  faw  what  you  did ;  though  you  were 
fure  that  no  mortal  could  difcover  it,  did  not  (hame 
and  confufipn  fecr^tly  lay  hold  of  you  ?  Was  not 
your  own  confcience  inftead  oJF  a  thoufand  witnefles  ? 
pid  it  not  plead  with  you  face  to  iace,  and  upbraid 
you  for  your  tranfgrefiions  ?/H»ve  not  fome  of  you 
perhaps,  at  this  inftant,  a  fenfible  experience  of  the 
truths  which  I  am  pow  pfeffing  upon  you  ?  In  thefe 
<Iays  of  retirement  and  felf-examination,  did  you  not 
feel  the  operation  of  that  powerful  principle  ?  Did 
not  your  fins  then  rife  up  before  you  in  fad  remem- 
brance?^*. Has  not  the  image  of  them  purfued  you  in- 
to the  houfe  of  God  ?  And  are  not  your  minds  now 
Aung  with  fome  of  tha|  rpgret  which  followed  upon 
^he  firft  commiffion  ? 

My  brethren,',  there  is  no  efcaping  from  a  guilty 
mind.  You  can  avoid  fome  evils,  by  mingling  in  fo- 
iciety ;  you  can  avoid  others,  by  retiring  into  folitude  ; 
but  this  enemy,  this  tormentor  within,  is  never  to  be 
avoided.  If  thou  retireft  into  folitude,  it  will  meet 
thee  there,  and  haunt  thee  like  a  ghoft.  If  thou  go- 
eft  into  fociety,  it  will  go  with  thee  5  it  will  mar  the 
entertainment,  and  dafh  the  untafted  cup  from  thy 
trembling  hand.    Whilftthc  fmner  indulges  his  vain    *  ^ 

Imagination^  whilft  he  folaces  himfelf  with  the  pvot  ^        ] 

fe€t  of  pleafures  rifing  upon  pleafures  never  to  have 
an  end,  and  iays  to  his  foul.  Be  of  good  cheer,  thou 
haft  happinefs  laid  up  for  many  years,  a  voice  comes 
to  bis  heart  that  ftrikes  him  with  fudden  fear,  and 
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turns  the  vifion  of  joy  to  a  fccne  of  horror.  Whilft 
the  proud  and  impious  Balfhazzar  enjoys  the  feaft 
with  his  princes,  his  concubines,  and  his  wives; 
whilft  he  caroufes  in  the  confecrated  veflels  of  thq 
fan£tuary ;  in  a  moment  the  fcene  changes ;  the 
hand-^writing  on  the  wall  turns  the  houfe  of  mirth 
into  a  houfe  of  mourning  ;  the  countenance  of  the 
king  changes,  and  his  knees  fmite  one  againft  anoth- 
er, whilft  the  Prophet,  in  awful  accents,  pronounces 
his  doom  ;  pronounces  that  his  hour  is  come,  and 
that  his  kingdom  is  departed  from  him. 

It  is  in  adverfity  that  the  pangs  of  confcience  are 
moft  feverely  felt.  When  afflidion  humbles  the  na- 
tive pride  of  the  heart,  and  gives  a  man  leifure  to  re* 
fledl  upon  his  former  ways,  his  paft  life  rifes  up  to 
view  ;  having  now  no  intereft  in  the  fins  which  he 
committed,  they  appear  in  all  their  native  deformity, 
and  fill  his  mind  with  anguifli  and  remorfe.  Men 
date  their  misfortunes  from  their  faults,  and  ac- 
knowledge their  fin  when  they  meet  with  the  pun- 
ifhment.  The  fons  of  Jacob  felt  no  remorfe  when 
they  fold  their  brother  to  be  a  flave  ;  they  had  deliv- 
ered themfelves  from  the  foolifli  fear  that  he  was  one 
day  to  be  greater  than  they ;  they  congratulated 
themfelves  upon  the  mighty  deliverance.  But  the 
very  firft  misfortune  which  befel  them,  k  little  rough 
ufagevin  a  foreign  land,  awakened  their  guilty  fears, 
and  tney  faid  one  to  another,  "  We  are  verily  guilty 
*'  concerning  our  brother,  in  that  welawtheanguilh 
^'  of  his  foul  when  he  befought  us,  and  we  would  not 
*'  hear,  therefore  is  this  diftrefs  come  upon  us/^' 

But  that  the  profperous  finner  may  not  prefume 
upon  impunity  from  the  lafhes  of  a  guilty  mind,  an4 
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to  ftiow  you  that  no  fituation,  however  exempted 
from  adyerfity,  and  that  no  ftation,  however  exalted, 
is  proof  againft  the  horrors  of  remorfe,  I  (hall  adduce 
two  remarkable  inftances  of  perfons  who  felt  all  the 
hoh'ors  of  a  guilty  mind,  without  meeting  with  any 
judgments  to  awaken  them.     The  firlt  is  that  of 
Cain,  referred  to  io  the  text.    When  the  offering 
of  Abel  afcended  acceptable  and  well-pleafing  to  God, 
Cain  was  feized  with  envy  j  from  that  moment  he 
meditated  vengeance  againfl  him,  and  at  laft  imbru* 
ed  his  hands  in  the  l)lood  of  his  brother.     There 
was  then  no  law  againfl  murder }  and  if  antecedent 
jto  hw  there  is  no  original  fenfe  of  right  and  wrong 
implanted  in  the  mind  }  if  confcience,  as  fome  affirm, 
was  not  a  natural  but  an  acquired  power,  the  mind 
of  Cain  might  have  been  at  eafe ;  he  might  have  en- 
joyed the  calm  and  the  ferenity  of  innocence.    But 
whem  he  was  brought  to  the  tribunal  of  confcience, 
was  his  mind  at  eafe  ?    Did  he  enjoy  the  calm  and 
the  ferenity  of  innocence  ?  No.    He  cried  out  in  the 
bitternefs  of  remorfe,  "  My  puni(hment  is  greater 
•'  than  I  can  bear."    What  punifliment  did  he  com- 
plain of?  There  was  then  no  punifhment  denounced 
againfl:  murder,  and  the  Lord  exprefsly  fecured  him 
from  corporal  punilhment.    But  he  had  that  within, 
to  which  all  external  punifhments  are  light.    He  was 
extended  on  the  rack  of  reflection,  and  he  lay  upon 
the  torture  of  the  mind.     Hell  was  kindled  within  . 
him,  and  he  felt  the  hrd  gnawings  of  the  worm  that 
Qfiirer  die^ 

Another  remarkable  inftance  of  the  dominion  of 
confcience,  we  have  in  the  hiftory  of '  Herod.  John 
the  Baptifl:,  the  harbinger  of  our  Lord,  fojourned  a 
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while  in  the  court  of  Herod.  This  faithful  monitor 
fpared  not  fm  in  the  perfon  of  a  king,  but  reproved 
him  openly  for  his  vices.  Herod,  although  he  diflik- 
ed,  yet  he  refpecbed  the  Prophet,  and  feared  the  mul- 
titude, who  believed  in  his  doftrincs.  But  on  Her- 
od's birth-day,  when  the  daughter  of  Herodias  dan- 
ced before  him,  he  made  a  fudden  vow,  that  he 
would  grant  her  whatever  (he  defired.  Being  inftruc- 
ted  of  her  mother,  fhe  alked  the  head  of  John  the 
Baptift.  One  of  the  common  arts  by  which  we  de- 
ceive our  confciences  is  to  fet  one  duty  againft  anoth- 
er. Hence  fm  is  generally  committed  under  the  ap- 
pearance of  fome  virtue,  and  hence  the  greateft  crimes 
which  have  ever  troubled  the  world,  have  been  com- 
mitted under  the  name,  and  under  the  fhow  of  relig- 
ion. Such  was  the  crime  which  we  are  now  confid- 
ering.  The  obfervance  of  an  oath  has,  among  all  na-. 
tions,  been  regiarded  as  a  religio.us  a£t ;  and  here  a 
fair  opportunity  oflPered  itfelf  to  one  who  only  waited 
for  fuch  an  opportunity,  to  make  religion  triumph  at 
the  expence  of  virtue.  If  Herod  had  no  inclinatioa 
to  deftroy  the  Prophet,  and  no  intercft  in  his  death, 
his  confcience  would  have  told  him  that  murder  was 
an  atrocious  crime,  which  no  confideration  could  al- 
leviate, nor  excufe ;  it  would  have  told  him  that  vows, 
which  it  is  unlawful  to  make,  it  is  alfo  unlawful  to 
keep;  but  Herod  was  already  a  party  in  the  caufe; 
he  determined  to  get  rid  of  his  enemy ;  he  fatisfied 
his  confcience  with  fome  vain  pretences,  and  gave  or- 
ders to  behead  the  Baptift.  But  were  all  his  anxie- 
ties and  forrows  buried  with  the  Prophet  ?  No  :  the 
gr^ve  of  the  Prophet  was  the  grave  of  his  peace. 
Neither  the  fplendour  of  Majefty,  nor  the  guards  of 
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&ate/nor  the  noife  of  battle^  nor  the  fhouts  of  vifto-. 
ry,  could  drown  the  alarms  of  confcience.  That  man- 
gled form  was  ever  prefent  to  his  eyes ;  the  cry  of 
blood  was  ever  in  his  ears.  Hence,  ^hen»our  Saw 
viour  appeared  in  a  public  charader,  and  began  to 
teach  and  to  work  miracles,  Herod  cried  out,  in  the 
horrors  of  a  guilty  mind,  "  It  is  John  jhe  Baptift 
"  whom  I  flew ;  he  is  rifen  from  the  dead." 

How  great,  my  brethren^' is  the  power  and  domin- 
ion  of  confcience !  The  Almighty  appointed  it  hig 
vicegerent  in  the  world ;  he  invefted  it  with  his  own 
authority,  and  faid,  *^  fie  thou  a  God  unto  man." 
Heace  it  has  power  over  the  courfe  of  time.  It  can 
recall  the  paft ;  it  can  anticipate  the  future.  It  reach- 
es beyond  the  limits  of  this  globe  ;  it  vifits  the  cham- 
bers of  the  grave ;  it  reanimates  the  bodies  of  the 
dead ;  exertS'  a  dominion  over  the  invilible  regions, 
andfumnrons  the  inhabitants  of  the  eternal  world  to 
haunt  the  lumbers,  and  ihake  the  hearts,  of  the 
.wicked.  Tremble  then,  O  man !  whofoever  thou 
art,  who  art  confcious  to  thyfelf  of  unrepentcd  fins. 
Peace  of  mind  thou  (halt  never  enjoy.  Repofe,  like 
a  falfe  friend,  ihall  fly  from  thee.  Thou  flialt  be  driv- 
en from  the  prefehce  of  the  Lord  like  Adam  when 
he  finned,  and  be  terrified  when  thou  hearefl:  his 
voice,  as  awful  viiitn  it  comes  from  within,  9s.  \^hen 
it  came  from  without.  The  fpirit  of  a  man  may  fuf- 
tain  his  infirmity  j  but  a  fpirit  wounded  by  r^morfe 
who  can  bear  ? 

The /econd  thing  propofed,  was,  to  fliovfli  you  the 
deliverance  which  the  Gofpel  gives  us  from  remorfe, 
by  means  of  the  '/  blood  of  fprinkling."  This  ex- 
preifion  alludes  to  the  ceremonial  nlethod  of  expia 
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ting  fiA  under  the  Old  Teftartient,  by  dtferlftglfactU 
fices,  and  fprinkling  the  blood  6f  the  ▼iftlttt  upotl 
the  altar.     Biit  as  this  Was  in  itfelf  only  tyj^eal  of 
Chrift,  flbw*i«^lcome  to  the  foul  is  the  glad  tidings 
of  the  MeSiah,  who  did,  what  thefe  facrifices  cduld 
hot  do,— aftually  fare  his  people  from  their  fins ! 
By  the  atonement  and  blood  of  Chrift,  the  fins  ef 
men  have  been  completely  ekpiated.     tt  is  the  voice 
of  the  Gofpel  of  Peace,  "  Take,  cat,  and  live  forcv- 
*r."     What  relief  will  it  give  to  the  wounded  mindi 
to  hear  of  the  blood  of  fprinkling^  VHich  fpeaketh 
better  things  than  the  blood  of  Abel  !  The  Gofpel 
being  publifbed  to  the  world,  and  the  offers  of  mer- 
cy through  a  Redeemer  being  ihade  to  all  men,  the 
fincere  penitent  accepts  thefe  offers,  and  flies  for  ref- 
uge to  the  hope  fet  before  bim.    Then  .  Jefus  fiivet 
bis  pe0|>te  from  their  fins,  lie  heals  the  mind  which 
m2is  wounded  by  remorfe,  ahd  befinws  that  ]>eace 
which  the  world  caniiot  give,  and  cannot  take  away« 
There  is  joy  in  heaven^  we  are  told,  over  a  finnet 
that  repenteth,  and  the  joy  of  the  heavens  is  commu- 
nicated to  the'teturmng  penitent.     When  he  be- 
holds God  t-econciled  to  him  in  the  fice  of  h|S  Son ; 
when  he  hears,  in  fecret,  the  bleffed  Jefus  Whifperittg 
f  in  fWfedt  ftrainsHo  his  heart,  **  Son,  be  of  good  cheer, 
**  thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee,*^  he  is  filled  with  peace 
and  with  joy ;  with  peace  which  faffeth  all  i^nder- 
ftanding  ;  with  joy  Which  is  unfpeakable  and  glori- 
ous.    His  fins  being  forgiven,  he  is  accepted  in  thfe 
Beloved.    He  is  an  heir  of  immortality,  and  his  nurne , 
is  written  in  heaven  j  to  him  is  opened  the  fountaia 
of  life.     He  has  a  title  to  all  the  pleafures  which  are 
Wt  €k>d's  right  hand ;  tocfaetireafurteofilcAfMHiiMl 
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^o  the  joys  ojp  eternity.  He  loQks  forward  with  a 
well-grounded  hope^to  that  hipfgf^rfy  when  ht 
ihall  take  pofleiBon  of  the  inheritaifQ(f  on  high  ;  he 
anticipates  the  delights  of  the  world^  comt ;  and 
breaks  forth  into  ftrains  of  exultation^^plaHo  thofe 
tranfports  of  affurance  uttered  by  the^poftk,  "  Who 
*'  fliall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  de&f 
"  It  is  God  that  juftifieth ;  who  is  he  that  condemn- 
<«  eth  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  died,  yea,  rather,  that  is  rif- 
^<  en  again,  and  who  now  fitteth  and  intercedeth  foir 
^«  us  at  God's  ri|ht  hand/' 
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Mark  viii.  ^6. 

For  whatjhfill  it  profit  a  matiy  if  hejhall  gain  the  whole 
luorldj  and  lofe  his  own  foul? 

1  HERE  is  not  a  perfon  in  this  aflemw 
bly,  but  who  affents  immediately  to  the  truth  of  the 
maxim  implied  in  the  text.  You  all  agree,  that  re- 
ligion is  the  one  thing  needful,  and  that  above  all 
things  you  ought  to  feek  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
the  righteoufnefs  thereof.  But  there  is  a  wide  differ- 
ence  between  the  affent  of  the  mind  to  the  truth  of 
this  principle,  and  that  deep  conviftion  of  its  impor- 
tance, which,  in  Scripture,  obtains  the  name  of  faith ; 
fufEcient  to  influence  the  heart,  and  to  determine  the 
life.  A  great  part  of  mankind  feem  to  have  no 
fteady  belief  that  they  are  endowed  with  fouls  which 
are  immortal ;  an  eternity  to  come  is  with  them  mere* 
ly  a  matter  of  fpeculation,  and  their  faith  in  a  future 
World  has  little  more  influence  upon  their  lives,  thaA 
their  idea  of  a  diftant  country,  which  they  are  nev- 
er  to  fee. .  Hence  fpiritual  and  eternal  things  are 
heard  with  little  emotion  or  concern,  while  they  are 
delivered  in  the  ^oufe  of  God.  Some  can  give  them- 
felves  up  to  liftlefnefs  ;  and  others  foon  lofe  all  re- 
membrance of  what  they  have  heard,  in  the  next 
amufement,  or  in  th^  news  of  the  day.  Even  he  who 
fpoke  as  never  man  fpake,  and  while  he  difcourfed 
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en  points  of  fuch  importance  as  the  lofs  of  the.foul, 
had  occaiion  often  to  take  up  the  complaint,  that  in 
vain  he  ilretched  out  his  hands  all  day  long  to  a  dif* 
obedient  people. 

To  call  your  contemplation,  then,  to  thefe  fubjecls, 
for  they  need  no  more  but  to  be  coniidered  aright, 
in  order  to  be  felt,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  (how  you  the 
value  of  the  foul,  from  its  native  dignity,  from  its  ca- 
pacity of  improvement,  from  its  immortality,  and 
from  its  unalterable  ftate  at  death- 
Let  us  confider  then,  in  thcjir/i  place  :  The  native 
importance  and  dignity  of  the  human  foul.  It  is  the 
mind  chiefly  that  is  the  m^n.  Our  fouls  properly 
are  ourfelves.  The  bodily  organs  are  the  minifters 
of  the  mind ;  by  thefe  it  fees  and  hears,  and  holds  a 
correfpondence  with  external  things.  It  is  by  our 
fouls  that  we  hold  our  ftation  in  theJcale  of  being  ; 
that  we  rank  above  the  animal  world,  and  claim  al- 
liance with  fuperior  and  immortal  natures.  As  the 
foul  is  fuperior  to  the  body,  fo  intelleftual  pleafures 
exceed  the  fenfual ;  as  heaven  is  higher  than  the 
earth,  fo  the  joys  of  a  heavenly  origin  are  fuperior 
to  earthly  enjoyments-  I  mean  not  in  the  common 
way,  to  depreciate  temporal  poiTeflions,  as  being  in- 
fignificant  in  themfelvcs,  and  unworthy  the  cares  or 
labours  of  a  wife  man.  Such  difcourfc  is  mere  decla- 
mation ;  it  is  againft  nature,  contrary  to  truth,  and 
makes  no  impreffion  at  all.  Let  all  the  value  be  fct 
upon  wealth  and  temporal  poffeflions  which  they  dc- 
ferve,  as  aflfording  a  defence  from  many  evils  to 
which  poverty  is  liable ;  as  miniftering  to  the  conve- 
nience, the  confolation,  and  the  enjoyment  of  life ; 
as  fupporting  a  ftation  with  decency  and  dignity  in 
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the  wOTid,  and  as  accompanied  mth  an  importanc^i^ 
by  which  a  good  man  may  find  much  pleafure  arifmg 
to  himfelf,  and  have  the  power  of  doing  much  good 
to  bis  feUow-creature$  ;  let  all  the  value  which  rea- 
fon  allows,  be  fet  upon  temporal  acquifitions  and  en- 
joyments, (till  they  are  inferior  to  thofe  of  an  intelle&u- 
al  and  moral  kind ;  ftill  the  maxim  remains  true.  That 
he  would  be  an  infinite  lofer  who  ihould  gain  the  whole 
world  and  lofe  his  own  foul.  '^  Thou  hafl:  put  more 
gladnefs  into  my  heart,"  faith  the  Pfalmift,  "  thaa 
^^  worldly  men  know,  when  their  corn,  and  their  wine, 
^  and  their  oil  abound/'  And  do  not  yoiir  own  feeU 
ing  and  experience  bear  witnefs  to  this  truth?  Who 
will  not  acknowledge  that  there  is  more  excellence 
in  wifdom,  than  in  mere  animal  ftrength  ?  Who  will 
not  own  that  there  is  more  bappinefs  in  the  improv- 
ing converfation  of  the  wife,  than  in  the  tumultuous 
uproar  of  the  debauched  and  licentious  ?  Are  the 
rays  of  light  as  pleafant  to  the  eye  as  the  radiations 
of  truth  to  the  mind  ?  Have  fenfual  gratifications  a 
charm  for  the  foul,  equal  to  intelle&ual  and  moral 
joys  ?  While  the  former  foon  pall  upon  the  appetite> 
are  not  the  latter  a  perpetual  feaft  ?  While  the  re- 
membrance of  the  one  is  attended  with  no  pleafure^ 
is  not  the  remembrance  of  the  other  a  repetition  of 
the  enjoyment  ? 

But  great  as  the  dignity  o/  the  human  foul  is,  it 
may  be  ftill  greater ;  for,  in  tl^tfecond  place.  It  pot 
fefles  a  capacity  of  improvement.  This  conftitute^ 
one  eifential  difference  between  the  intelledual  and 
the  material  world.  All  material  things  foon  reach 
the  end  of  their  progrefs,  and  arrive  at  a  point  be- 
yond which  they  cannot  go«    Inftin^  grows  apac^^ 
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and  the  animal  is  foon  complete  in  all  its  faculties 
and  powers.     Man  ripens  more  flowly,  becaufe  be  ri- 
pens for  immortality.     Thofe  enjoyments  and  pur- 
faits  of  man  alfo,  which  do  not  belong  to  him  as  an 
immortal  being,  come  foon  to  their  period.     Amufe* 
ment,   when  continued  long,  becomes   a  fatigue. 
In  pleafure  there  is  a  point,  beyond  which,  if  it  be 
carried,  it  is  pleafure  no  more,  it  turns  into  pain. 
The  purfuits  of  greatnefs  too,  are  very  limited,  and 
the  race  of  honor  is  foon  run.     After  many  a  weary 
ftep,  the  votary  of  ambition  finds  that  he  has  been 
running  in  a  circle,  and  that  he  is  come  to  the  fei& 
lame  point  from  which  he  fet  out.     Mind,  mind 
alone,  contains  in  itfelf  the  principle  of  progreflion 
and  improvement  without  end.   There  is  no  ultimate 
power  in  the  progrefs  of  man :   there  is  no'  termina- 
tion to  the  career  of  an  immortal  fpirit.     The  domin- 
ions of  earthly  greatnefs  are  circumfcribed  within 
narrow  limits,  and  the  hero  has  often  wiflied  for  new 
countries  to  conquer :  but  the  empire  of  the  mind 
has  no  limit  nor  boundary ;  and  we  can  never  arrive 
at  that  period,  where  we  may  fay.  Hitherto  can  we 
go,  but  no  further.     Never  have  we  learned  fo  much, 
but  we  may  learn  more.     Suppofe  life  never  fo  long, 
if  the  powers  remain,  new  paths  to  Icience  may  be 
ftruck  out,fTefh  acceflions  of  knowledge  maybe  made. 
And    we  know  from  experience,  that  the  largeft 
meafure  of  knowledge  proves  no  burden  to  the  mind^ 
Hor  weakens  its  powers  -,  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
the  capacity  enlarges  with  the  acquifition,  and  that 
men,  the  more  they  have  learned,  the  more  apt  they 
are  to  learn ;  the  lefs  is  their  labour,  and  the  eafier 
their  progrefs. 
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Improvements  in  goodnefs  keep  pace  with  im- 
provements in  wifdom.  Repeated  aQs  of  obedience 
grow  into  habit ;  the  penitent  is  confirmed  in  right- 
eoufnefs,  and  he  that  is  holy  becomes  holier  ftilL 
From  the  fulnefe  which  is  in  God,  he  adds  grace  to 
grace.  The  day  of  fmall  things  -fhineth  more  and 
more  ;  and  that  day  is  fucceeded  by  no  night.  The 
pilgrims,  who  at  firft  fet  out  feeble  and  faint,  grow 
'  vigorous  as  they  advance,  going  forward  from 
ftrcngth  to  ftrength  ;  afcending  from  one  degree  of 
goodnefs  to  another,  they  approach  the  everlafting 
hills,  and,  coming  within  the  fphere  of  heaven,  they 
inhale  the  fpirif  of  their  native  region,  they  feel  the 
attraftions  of  the  uncreated  beauty,  they  receive  a 
foretafte  of  the  fruits  of  life,  and,  with  hearts  already 
full  of  heaven,  and  with  tpngues  already  tuned  to  the 
fongs  above,  they  put  on  the  brightnefs  of  angels,  and 
enter  into  the  manfions  of  paradife. 

In  the  third  place,  The  value  of  the  foul  will  fur- 
ther  appear,  if  we  confider  that  it  is  immortal.  All 
human  things  foon  come  to  an  end.  Temporal  pof- 
feflions  and  earthly  greatnefs  have  a  fhort  date.  The 
world  itfelf  is  for  ever  changing  j  the  fafhion  there- 
of pafles  away,  and  he  who  knows  it  in  one  age^  in 
the  next  would  not  know  it  again.  How  fliort  lived 
fire  the  enjoyments  of  this  mortal  ftate !  Although 
the  flowers  of  tranfient  joy,  more,  hardy  than  the 
gourd  of  Jonah,  may  outlive  the  heat  of  the  morning, 
and  glow  amid  the  blaze  of  noon,  yet  when  the  blaft 
of  evening  comes,  they  are  nipt  and  wither  away. 
Ambition  too  has  its  day,  and  often  a  fhort  one.  Its' 
votaries  fecm  to  be  raifed,  but  the  more  fenfibly  to 
feel  their  fall.     The  fame  whirlwind  that  fnatcbc^ 
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them  up  from  the  crowd,  brings  them  down  at  even 
with  tenfold  fury.  Not  to  mention  thefe  more  vio- 
lent revolutions,  its  natural  period  foon  comes.  lie 
who  ruhs  the  race  of  human  glory,  is  loft  in  the  very 
duft  that  is  raifed  around  him.  And  fuch  is  the  fud- 
den  end  of  all  terreftrial  enjoyments,  when,  after  the 
iludy  and  the  labour  of  years,  we  have  with  much 
pams  and  care  gathered  together  the  requifites  and 
materials  of  ahappy  life,  and  fay  to  ourfelves,  ^'  Soul, 
**  take  thine  eafe,  thou  haft  goods  laid  up  for  many 
**  years,"  the  warning  voice  is  heard,  "  Thou  fool, 
*'  this  night  thy  foul  ihall  be  required  of  thee.'^  So 
tranfient  is  the  date,  fo  fhort  the  day  of  power,  and 
pleafure,  and  greatnefs  I  But  wifdom  never  dies ; 
but  virtue  is  immortal.  We  have  a  higher  life  than 
that  which  beats  in  the  putfe,  and  when  the  duft  re* 
turns  to  the  duft  as  it  wasf,  the  fpirit  returns  to  God 
who  gave  it.  It  is  indeed  an  awful,  though  a  pleaf- 
ing  thought  that  we  have  an  eternity  before  us* 
When  the  fun  (hall  be  extinguiftied  in  eternal  dark- 
nefs,  when  the  heavens  (hall  be  rolled  together  like  a 
fcroU,  when  the  earth  with  all  its  works  (hall  be  di£> 
folved,  the  foul  (hall  furvive  the  general  wreck,  and 
exult  in  the  enjoyment  of  youth  inmiortal !  To  think 
of  an  infinity  of  years  of  exiftence  enduring  beyond 
all  the  numbers  which  we  can  add  together,  beyond 
all  the  millions  of  ages  which  figiu-es  can  compre- 
hend, and  that,  when  all  this  vaft  fum  of  duration  is 
expended,  our  exiftence  is  but  juft  beginning,  is,  in- 
deed, beyond  imagination  to  grafp.  Never  to  come 
to  an  end,  never  to  be  nearer  an  end,  is  indeed  ama- 
zing, overwhelming,  and  incomprehenfible  to  the 
mind.    But   fuch  is  thine  inheritance,   O  manl 
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"  Bccaufe  I  live,*'  faith  the  Lord, «  yc  fliall  Kve  al- 
♦*  fo."  Our  duration  {hall  be  coeval  with  His  years 
who  fits  upon  the  throne  for  ever ;  the  Ancient  of 
days,  who  is,  and  was,  and  is  to  come. 

In  the  laji  place.  To  fhow  you  the  value  of  the  foul 
ftill  more,  after  death  its  (late  is  unalterable.  This 
is  our  ftate  of  probation,  and  now  is  the  time  to  fix 
the  charafter  for  eternity.  This  is  the  fpring-time 
of  everlafting  life ;  according  as  we  now  fow,  here- 
after we  (hall  reap ;  on  our  prefent  condud,  depends 
our  happinefs  or  mifery  for  ever.  There  is  neither 
repentance  nor  apoftafy  beyond  the  grave.  The 
righteous  can  never  fall  away,  and  to  the  wicked 
there  remaineth  no  more  facrifice  for  fin.  From  the 
judgment-feat  of  the  Immutable,  the  voicMs  heard, 
*'  He  that  is  righteous,  let.  him  be  righteous  ftill ; 
'^  and  he  that  is  unjuft,  let  him  be  unjuft  ftill.'' 

But  even  here,  too,  appears  that  goodnefs  of  God 
which  is  over  all  lAs  works.  For  while  we  know 
not  of  any  addition  to  the  torments  of  the  wicked, 
the  happinefs  of  the  righteous  fhall  be  for  ever  on  the 
increafe.  That  capacity  of  improvement  which  we 
formerly  afcribed  to  the  foul,  is  a  capacity  of  im* 
provement  without  end.  The  progrefs  which  begins 
here,  is  carried  on  hereafter.  Heaven  is  indeed  the 
refidence  of  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfed ;  but 
it  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that  they  are  all  at  once  ad- 
vanced to  a  perfedion  which  they  fhall  not  to  eterni- 
ty exceed.  They  will  indeed  find  their  ftate  happy, 
when  they  are  taken  from  this  world ;  they  will  all 
be  prefented  without  fpot  or  blemMh  in  the  prefence 
of  God,  with  exceeding  joy ;  but  ftill  there  is  room 
left  for  their  improvement  in  perfeftion  and  happi* 
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nefs.     It  cannot  indeed^  be  otberwife.    For  the  more 
we  know  of  the  Divine  perfedions  and  works,  our 

4  veneration  and  love  of  God  wiU  increafe  the  more. 

;  Now,  it  is  impofQble  that  we  can  ever  know  fo  much 
of  God  and  his  works,  ^but  that  we  may  know  more. 
As  our  knowledge  of  God,  therefore,  and  our  views 
of  the  Divine  glory  will  be  enlarged  without  end, 
our  love  and  admiration  of  him  will  alfo  increafe 
for  ever.  And  in  proportion  to  our  love,  our  affim* 
ilation  to  the  Divine  nature,  and  our  joy  in  the  Lord, 
will  be.  -What  a  profpcft,  O  chriftian,  does  this 
open  up  to  thy  mind !  Here  thou  art  at  liberty  to 
expatiate  at  large  !  Here  is  a  noble  field  for  thy 
contemplation !  There  is  a  time  appointed  when  thou 
fhak  occupy  that  ftation  which  is  now  occupied  by 
the  highefl  angel  in  heaven.  Not  that  we  fhall  over- 
take the  angels  in  their  courfe,  or,  in  the  career  of 
immortality,  prefs  upon  natures  of  a  fuperior  order ; 
but  that  we  fhall  make  advances  in  moral  pef  fe£tions, 
and  improve  in  thebeautiesof  immortality.  God  fhall 
behold  his  great  family  for  ever  brightening  in  ho* 
linefs }  for  ever  drawing  nearer  and  nearer  in  likenefs 
to  himfelf.  The  river  of  their  pleafures  increafes  as  it 
rolls.  The  fulnefs  of  their  joy  grows  more  and  more 
full.  Throughout  all  the  ages  of  eternity,  there  is 
AUl  a  heaven  which  is  to  come ;  ftill  a  glory  which 
is  to  be  revealed. 

If  the  foul  then  be  of  fuch  infinite  value,  how  in- 
ezpreffibly  great  mufl  the  lofs  of  it  be !  Over  the 
manfions  of  utter  darknefs,  the  Scriptures  draw  a 
veil  which  dom  not  authorife  our  conjedures. 
What  is  comprehended  under  thefe  awful  emblem^, 
the  wosm  that  never  dies,  the  fire  that  is  not  quench- 
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ed,  everlafting  deftrddion  from  the  prefe&ce  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  glory  of  his  power,  we  do  not  know. 
May  the  Almighty^  forbid,  that  any  of  us  fliould 
ever  know !  But  of  this,  the  Scriptures  afTure  us^ 
that  from  thefe  qianfions  there  is  no  return ;  that 
the  gates  of  th^  eternal  world  ihut  to  open  no  more, 
and  that  when  the  foul  is  once  loft,  it  is  loft  for  ever, 
and  for  ever ! 
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Psalm  xlilL  4* 

/  ivillgo  unto  the  altar  of  God,  unto  God  my  exceed* 
ing  joy. 

ChRISTI  ANS,as  we  are  next  Lord's 
day  to  go  to  the  altar,  and  approach  unto  God,  it 
may  be  proper  (forini^now  to  explain  the  nature,  and 
fet  before  you  the  advantages,  of  fuch  an  approach.  ^ 

'pie  pleafures  of  devotion  have  been  the  theme  of 
good  men  in  all  ages ;  and  they  are  pleafures  of  fuch 
a  kind  a^  good  men  only  can  feeL  In  what  I  am  now 
to  fay  therefore,  I  muft  appeal  to  the  heart,  to  the 
hearts  of  thofe  who,  in  times  pad,  have  feltjithe  joy 
of  fplritual  communion,  and  who  will  again  feel  that 
it  is  good  ftill  for  them  to  draw  nigh  unto  God. 

This  is  the  time  when  Jefus  prepares  a  bancj^ 
for  his  friends ;  when  the  Spirit  faith,  Come ;  when 
the  Church  faith.  Come ;  when  he  that  is  athirft  is 
invited  to  come ;  and  happy  will  it  be  when  the 
friends  of  Jefus  prepare  to  meet  with  their  Lord,  if 
thofe  who  have  hitherto  been  itrangers  to  the  holy 
hill,  fhall  be  attracted  with  the  beauty  which  is  in 
true  holinefs,  alfo  to  come  and  to  take  the  waters  of 
life  freely.  For  thus  runs  the  gracious  promife  of 
Heaven :  *'  The  flpyigers  who  join  themfelves  to  the 
^*  Lord,  to  love  Km  and  to  ferve  him,  even  them 
'/  will  I  bring  to  my  holy  mountain,  ^d  make  them 
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*'  Joyful  in  my  houfe  of  prayer."  In  further  treats 
ing  on  this  fubjeft,  what  I  intend  at  prefent,  is,  in 
xhejirji  place.  To  explain  the  nature  of  that  approach 
which  the  devout  make  to  God ;  and,  in  xhefecond 
place,  Set  before  you  the  advantages  which  accom- 
pany fuch  an  approach. 

I  am,  in  xhtjirji  place,  then,  To  explain  the  na- 
ture of  that  approach  which  the  devout  make  to  God. 

This  earth  is  not  the  native  region  of  that  fpirit 
which  is  in  man.  It  finds  not  objeds  here  congenial 
with  its  nature,  nor  a  fphere  adequate  to  its  faculties. 
It  wants  room  to  expand  to  its  full  dimenfions ;  to 
ipread  fo  wide,  and  ftretch  fo  far,  and  foar  fo  high, 
.  as  its  immortal  nature  and  unbounded  capacity  will 
a^it.  Defcended  from  heaven,  it  afpires  to  heaven 
again.  Created  immortal,  nothing  that  is^mortai 
can  fatisfy  its  defires.  Made  after  the  image  of  God, 
it  tends  to  that  God  whofe  lineaments  it  flill  bears. 
When  ^e  approach  to  Godjth^refor^,  we  find  objeds 
fuited  to  our  nature,  and  engage  in  the  employment 
for  which  the  foul  was  made.  Here  we  are  at  home 
in  our  Father's  houfek  :Hereour  fpirits  afpiretohold 
communion  with  the  everlafBng  Spirit ;  and  we  tend 
to  heaven  with  exceeding  joy,as  toour  nativecountry. 

The  fenfe  of  Deity  is  akin  to  the  perception  of 
beauty  and  the  fenfibility  of  tafte.  We  are  formed 
by  the  Author  of  our  nature  to  feel  certain  move- 
ments of  mind  at  the  fight  of  certain  objefts..  Even 
inanimate  things  are  not  without  their  attradions. 
The  flowers  of  the  field  have  their  beauty.  Animal 
life  rifes  in  our  regard.  Raticii|||l  excellence  ^nd 
moral  perfedion  rank  fHll  higher  m  our  efteem,  and 
when  exprefled  in  a^ion,   and  appearing  in  life. 
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Kwake  emotions  of  the  nobleft  kind,  and  beget  a 
pleafure  which  is  fupreme.  Let  any  perfon  of  a  right 
confUtuted  mind  place  before  his  view  a  charafter  of 
high  eminence  for  generofity,  fidelity,  fortitude ;  let 
him  fee  thefe  virtues  tried  to  the  utmoft,  exerted  in 
painful  ftruggles,  overcoming  difficulties,  and  con- 
quering in  a  glorious  caufe,  and  he  will  feel  their  ef« 

'  feds -in  his  admiring  mind ;  he  will  beaduated  with 
refpe£b  and  love  to  fuch  illuftrious  virtues.  We  ac- 
count that  faculty  of  the  mind  which  gives  us  a  relifh 
for  thefe  pleafures,  a  perfe^on  in  our  nature,  and  a 
high  one;  we  look  upon  an  infeniibility  to  fuch  en- 
joyments as  a  radical  defed.  Let  us  apply  this  prin- 
ciple to  religion.  Who  can  behold  the  vaflnefs  and 
magnificence  of  the  works  of  God  without  emotion ; 
and  infinite  perfedion  without  wonder  and  awe? 
Can  our  thoughts  be  fixed  upon  infinite  goodnefs  and 
everiafting  love,  without  affeSion  and  without  grat- 
itude ?  Can  we  behold  Divinity  in  a  form  of  flefh ; 
the  Son  of  God  extended  on  the  crofs  for  thefalva* 
tion  of  the  world,  and  our  hearts  not  burn  i»thin  us 
with  love  to  him  who  loved  us  unto  the  deam  ?  Can 
we  behold*  the  veil  drawn  afide  from  the  invifible 
world,  the  heavens  opened  over  our  head,  and  the 
treafures  of  eternity  difplayed  to  view,  and  after  all 
continue  cold  and  dead ;  cold  to  the  beauty  of  the 
heavens,  dead  to  the  love  of  immortality  ?  Where 
there  is  any  fenfibility  at  all,  where  there  are  any  af* 
fedions  that  become  humanity,  they  will  be  Excited 
to  their  mod  lively  exercife  by  the  prefence  of  fpirit- 
iial  and  divine  thiq||» 

/^"under  the  influence  of  thefe  objefts,  and  the  im^ 

.  preifion  of  Deity,  the  devout  enter  into  their  cham* 
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ber  and  fhut  the  door ;  they  turn  afide  their  eye» 
from  beholding  vanity;  they  charge  their  paffions 
to  be  filent,  their  minds  to  bfe"^ftill;  and  pour  out 
their  hearts  to  Him  who  made  them,  in  alt  the  ferven- 
cy of  prayer.  Thus  prepared  to^feek  the  Lord  God 
of  their  fathers,  they  come  to  his  temple  to  meet  with 
him  there.  They  are  feized  with  a  religious  awe  in 
the  prefence  of  the  fanduary,  and  approach  to  the 
altar  wondering  and  adoring,  as  Mofes  to  the  burn- 
ing -bufti,  and  as  the  High  Prieft  of  old  to  the  holy  of 
holies.  They  look  beyond  the  externals  of  a  facra- 
ment,  and,  under  the  fymbols  in  the  communion, 
they  difcern  the  myfteries  of  redeeming  love.  Not- 
withftanding  the  veil  with  which  a  greater  than  Mo- 
fes  covers  himfelfon  this  holy  mountain,  they  behold 
his  beauty,  and  cannot  bear  the  brightnefs  of  his 
countenance.  *^^^(Vhen  they  fit  down  \^ith  hhn  at  his 
table,  they  are  fenfible  of  his  prefence :  ^hile  their 
hands  receive  the  facred  fymbols,  their  eyes  behold 
the  Lord  of  Glory.  In  the  fpirit  of  devotion,  and 
on  the  wings  of  faith,  they  rife  from  earth  to  heaven ; 
they  pierce  beyond  the  clouds,  and  enter  within  the 
veil.  The  everlalling  doors  are  thrown  open ;  the 
King  of  Glory  appears  upon  his  throne ;  Angels  and 
Archangels  cover  themfelves  with  their  wings,  and 
all  the  pillars  of  the  firmament  tremble. 

But  not  to  heaven  is  the  Divinity  confined.  He 
fills  the  earth ;  he  dwells  with  men.  Look  around  you, 
and  behold  the  marks  of  his  prefence,  and  the  impref* 
fion  of  his  hand.  In  the  gay  and  lovely  fcenes  of 
nature,  behold  him  in  his  be^ty  fmiiing  on  his 
works.  In  the  grand  and  awful  oDJefts  of  creation, 
in  the  temped,  in  the  thunder,  in  the  earthquake,  b^- 
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hold  him  in  the  Majefty  of  Oranipqtence.  When, 
like  the  prophet  who  retired  to  the  wildernefs,  you 
hear  that  voice  which,  rends  afunder  the  mountainsi 
which  breaks  in  pieces  the  rocks,  and  which  (hakes 
the  pillars  of  thjgworld,  you  hear  behind  it  a  ftill  fmall 
voice,  faying,  "  It  is  I,  be  not  afraid/' 

Thus,  good  men  fee  the  Creator  in  his  works ; 
they  have  the  Lord  always  before  them .  They  know;. 
where  they  can  find  him,  and  can  come  nigh  to  his 
feat.  They  go  forward,  and  he  is  there,  backward, 
and  they  perceive  his  footfteps ;  on  the  right  hand  his 
wonders  are  feen ;  on  the  left  his  goodnefs  is  felt. 
They  cannot  go  but  where  he  is.  The  Great  Uni- 
verfe  is  the  temple  of  the  Deity,  built  by  his  hand, 
confecrated  by  his  prefence,  bright  with  his  glory. 

lihtfecond  thing  propofed,  was.  To  fet  before  you 
the  advantages  which  accompany  this  folemn  ap- 
proach  to  God,  which  ar^  the  following :  there  is 
honcu*  in  approaching  to  God\here  is  joy  in  ap- 
proaching to  God,  there  is  confolation  in  approach- 
ing to  God,  -th»e-is  preparation  for  heaven  in  ap- 
proaching to  Go3T 

Firfty  then.  There  is  honor  in  approaching  to 
God.  The  fuperiority  of  man  to  the  animal  world  . 
has  been  inferred  from  the  ftrufture  and  formation 
of  his  body.  While  the  inferior  anfmals,  prone  and 
grovelling,  bend  downwards  to  that  earth  which  is 
their  only  element,  man  is  formed  with  an  ereft  fig- 
ure, and  with  a  countenance  that  looks  to  the  heav- 
ens. His  ered  figure  is  given  as  the  indication  of  an 
elevated  mind,  and  the  countenance  that  looks  to  the 
heavens  is  beftowed,  in  order  to  prepare  us  for  the 
contemplation  of  what  is  great  and  glorious.     With 
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this  formation  of  body,  and  with  this  tendenqf  of 
mind,  man  feels  that  the  earth  is  not  his  native  re- 
gion ;  he  looks  abroad  over  the  whole  extent  of  na- 
ture ;  he  has  an  eye  that  glances  from  earth  to  heav- 
en, and  a  mind,  whichjunconfinedbyfpaceortime, 
feizes  on  eternity.  The  eye  that  glances  from  earth 
to  heaven,  the  mind  which  feizes  on  eternity,  draw 
the  line  between  the  intelledual  and  animal  world. 
The  bead  of  the  field,  indeed,  beholds  thtf  face  of  the 
heavens  ;  the  bird  of  the  air  is  cheered  with  the  fplen- 
dour  of  the  fun ;  but  man  alone  has  the  intelleAual 
eye,  which  beholdis  in  the  heavens  the  handiwork  of  < 
Omnipotence,  and  which  traces  in  the  fun  the' glory 
of  its  Creator;  To  him,  high-favoured  of  his  Ma- 
ker, a  fcene  opens,  unfeen  by  the  eye  of  fenfe ;  a  new 
heaven  and  a  new  earth  prefent  themfelves  ;  the  in- 
telledual  world  difclofes  its  riling  wonders,  and  feen 
by  his  own  light,  in  the  majefty  of  moral  perfedion, 
God  appears.  It  was  referved  to  be  the  glory  of  man, 
that  he  alone,  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  lower 
world,  fhould  be  admitted  into  the  pttfence  of  his 
Creator,  and  holdjboitercourfe  with  the  Author  of 
bis  being. 

Accordingly,  in  the  happy  days  of  the  hninan  race, 
when  the  age  of  innocence  lafted,  and  the  Garden 
of  Eden  bloomed,  there  was  an  intercourfe  between 
heaven  and  earth,  and  God  did  dwell  with  man. 
Our  firft  parents  in  Paradife  were  fenfible  of  his  pref- 
cnce  ;  they  heard  his  voice  among,  the  trees  of  the 
garden ;  they  held  converfe  with  him  face  to  face, 
and  found  that  the  chief  honor  of  their  i^turecoa- 
filled  in  drawing  nigh  to  God.  Nay,  it  is  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  higher  natures,  it  is  the  glory  of  fuperior 
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beings,  of  the  principalities  and  powers  in  heaven, 
to  dwell  in  the  prefence  of  their  King,  to  worfhip  at 
the  throne  of  infinite  perfedion,  and  draw  nearer  and 
nearer  to  the  fountain  of  all  felicity.  But  this  honr 
or  have  all  the  faints.  To  thee,  O  CKriftian !  it  is 
given  to  hold  communion  with  the  Creator,  and  to 
become  the  friend  of  the  Almighty.  Truly  yourfeU 
lowfhip  is  with  the  Father,  and  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift. 
'.  If  it  be  great  and  honorable  to  be  near  the  perfon 
and  round  the  throne  of  an  earthly  king,  how  truly 
glorious  are  they  whom  the  King  of  heaven  delight- 
eth  to  honor !  No  wonder  then,  that  tliough  exalt- 
ed to  the  highefl:  dignity  which  the  world  can  beftow, 
theldngof  Ifrael  was  ambitious  of  higher  ftill :  "  One 
**  thing  have  I  defired  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  feek 
"  after,  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  all 
**  the  days  of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the 
**  Lord,  and  to  inquire  in  his  temple/' 

Secondly^  There  is  joy  in  approaching  to  God.  **  I 
**  will  go  to  the  altar  of  God,  to  God  my  exceeding 
"  joy."  The  idea  of  a  perfeft  being  is  the  moft 
joyful  fubjeft  of  contemplation  that  can  be  prefented 
to  man. '  Moral  qualities,  even  when  they  (hine  in 
a  leflfer  degree,  have  a  charm  for  thg  foul.  The  prof* 
ped  of  natural  beauty  is  not  more  pleafant  to  the  eye, 
than  the  contemplation  of  moral  beauty  to  the  mind. 
A  great  and  good  aftion,  a  ftriking  inftance  of  be- 
nevolence, of  public  fpirit,  of  magnanimity^,  interefts 
us  ftrongly  in  behalf  of  the  performer,  and  makes 
the  heart  glow  with  gratitude  to  him,  although  he  be 
unknown.  We  take  delight  in  placing  before  our 
eyes  the  illuftrious  charafters  that  ftand  forth  in  hif. 
tory,  wife  legiflators,  unihaken  patriots,  public  bene- 
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ftidors  of  mankind,  or  models  of  goodnefs  in  private 
life,  whofe  virtues  flione  to  the  paft,  and  fliine  to  pref- 
-  ent  times,  whofe   lives  were  glorious   to  themfelves, 
and  beneficial  to  the  world.    If  an  imperfefl  copy 
gives  fo  much  fatisfadtion,  how wrllwebe  afFeftedat 
the  contemplation  of  the  great  ,Original  ?     If  a  few 
faint  traces  and  lineaments  of  goodnefs,  fcattered  up 
and  down,  yield  us  fo  much  pleafure,  the  pleafure  will 
be  fupreme,  when  we  contemplate  His  nature  in 
whom  every  excellence,  every  meral  perfeftion,  all 
Divine  attributes,  refide  as  in  their  native  feat,  flow 
as  from  their  eternal  fource,  and  ever  operate  as  vi- 
tal and  immortal  principles.     For  all  created  beauty 
is  but  a  fliadow  of  that  beauty  which  is  uncreated ; 
all  human  excellence  but  an  emanation  of  that  excel- 
lence which  is  Divine ;  all  finite  perfeftion  but   a 
faint  copy  of  perfeftions  which  are  infinite ;  and  all 
the  traces  of  goodnefs  to  be  found  among  men  or 
angels,  but  a  few  faint  rays  from  the  Father  of  lights, 
the  uncreated,  unclouded  and  unfetting  Sun  of  na- 
ture, who  at  fi|ft  gave  life  to  the  uniyerfe,  who  kind- 
led the  vital  flame  w^l^ici^js  fWll  glowing^^who  fupplies 
all  the  orbs  of  heaven  with  undiminifhed  l|ilyte^|^      \ 
who£»4ixigle44Zule  (preads  joy  over  (he  moralnl^^K]       ] 

Thus,  the  very  idea  of  a  perfeft  Being  is  a  iMrce 
of  high  pleafure  to  the  mind ;  but  to  us  there  is 
more  implied  in  the  idea  of  the  Deity.  For  thofe 
perfedtions  are  not  dormant  in  the  Divine  nature, 
they  are  perpetually  employed  for  the  happinefs  of 
man.  This  glorious  Being  is  our  Father  and  pur 
Friend.  He  called  us  into  being  at  firft,  to  make  us  • 
happy  ;  he  hath  given  us  many  proofs  of  his  good-  •? 
nefs,  and  he  hath  allowed  us  to  hope  for  more.^  He    f. 
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is  foou  to  give  us  an  opportunity  of  commemorating 
the  moft  fignal  difplay  of  his  grace,  his  nobjeft  gift  to 
the  children  of  men.  And^f  he  fpared  not  his  own 
Son,  but  freely  gave  him  lipvto  tne  death^for  us  all, 
may  it  not  be  depended  upon,  that  with  him  he  will 
give  us  all  things  ?  Entering  intb  tbefe  ideas,  and  an- 
imated with  this  fpirit,  the  pious  man  is  never  fa 
much  in  his  element,  as  when  he  is  drawing  nigh  *to 
God.  The  mind  never  makes  nobler  exertions,  is 
never  fo  confcious.of  its  native  grandeur  and  ancient 
dignity,  as  when  holding  high  convcrfe  with  its  Cre- 
ator :  the  heart  never  feels  fuch  unfpeakable  peace, 
as  when  it  is  fixed  upon  him  who  made  %  as  when 
its  aflfeftions  go  out  on  the  fupreme  beautyyas  when^ 
it  refts  upon  th^Rock  of  ages,  and  is  held  wathin 
the  circle  of  the  eVerlafting  arms. 

Hence,  the  good*  men  of  old,  in  approaching  to 
God,  broke  forth  into  the  language  of  rapture,  "As 
"  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water-brook,  fo  pantcthr 
<«  JBjiai*  lifter  thee,  O  Lord.  O  God,  thou  art  mj^ 
**-Jpif  early  will  I  feek  thee.  My  foul  thirfteth  for 
Slm^.  My  flefli  longeth  for  thee  in  a  dry  and  parch- 
"  ed  land,  wherein  'no  water  is  ;  that  1  may  fee  thy 
"  glory  as  I  have  feen  it  in  the  fanftuary.  Becaufe 
"  thy  loving-kindnefs  is  better  than  life,  my  mouth 
*'  (hall  praife  thee  wijh  joyful  lips.  Sur^fr'\ve 
"  (hall  be  fatisfjec^  jyf Whe  goodnefs  of  tjjy  noufip, 
**  and  thou  wilt  give  us  to  drink  the  river-  ^^f  "thy 
"  pleafures. — Whom  have  we  in  the  heavens  but 
"  thee,  and  what  is  there  upon  the  earth  that  we  can 
"  defire  befide  thee  ?  My  flelh  and  heart  ihall  fail, 
"  but  thou  art  the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and  my  por- 
"  tion  for  ever.'* 


^  ^ 


^ 
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Thirdly  J  There  is  confolation  in  approaching  to 
God.  Alas  !  in  this  world,  afiiidions  fo  abound^  that 
confolation  is  often  our  greateft  good*  In  how  few 
days  of  this  mortal  life  do  we  not  feel  the  want  of  a 
comforter  ?  Ever  fince  the  introduftion  of  fin  into 
the  earth,  human  life  hath  been  a  fcene  of  mifery* 
Man  is  born  to  trouble,. and  fore  is  the  travel  which 
is  appointed  to  him  under  the  fun.  We  come  into 
the  world  the  moft  forlorn  of  all  bein^  ;  the  voice 
of  forrow  is  heard  from  the  birth ;  man  fighs  on 
through  every  path  of  future  life ;  an<t  the  grave  is 
the  only  place  of-  refuge,  where  the  weary  are  at  reft. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  a  gleam  of  joy  intervenes,  an  in* 
tervai  of  happinefs  takes  place.  Fond  man  ifidulges 
the  favourable  hour.  Then  we  prQ(Q)^fe  to  bUrfelves 
the  fcenes  of  paradife ;  perpetual  fonfliine,  and  days 
without  a  cloud.  But  the  brighthefs  only  ^nes  to 
^ife'p^peafV  tfee  cloud  comes  again,  and  We  awake  to 
6ur  wonted  anxiety  and  forrow. 

Not  limited  to  our.  own  perfonal  woes,  wd  arc 
doomed  to  fuflfer  for  forrows  not  our  own.     We  are 
not  unconcerned  fpe^^tprs  of  human  life.     We  arc 
intercfted  in  every  eVopf  that  befals  our  felloe  men. 
Sympathy  makes  us  feel  the  diftreffcs  of  othdrs,  and 
the  beft  afFeftions  of  the  heart  become  the  fourccs  of 
wo.     How  many  deaths  do  we  fuffer  in  mourninj^ 
over  the  friends  that  we  have  loft !  While  we  lament 
their  unhappy  or  untimely  fate,  we  cut  Ihort  the 
thread  of  our  own  days.    The  cords  of  love  are  bro- 
ken, one  after  another ;  firing  after  ftring  is  fevered 
from  the  heart,  till  all  our  early  attachments  are  dlfr 
folved,  till  our  fad  eyes  have  wept  over  every  friend 
laid  in  the  duft,  and  till  we  become  lonely  and 
wretched  as  we  at  firft  began. 
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Under  thefe  afflidBonSy  and  from  thefe  forrows, 
devotion  opens  a  retreat ;  the  altar  of  God  prefents 
a  place  of  refuge ;  the  ear  of  the  Eternal  is  open  to 
thy  cry ;  the  arm  of  the  Almighty  is  ftretched  out 
to  relieve  thee.  There  is  a  fandhiary  where  no  evil 
can  approach  ;  thsre  is  an  afylum  where  no  enow 
can  enter.  In  the  pavilion  of  his  prefence,  God  wm 
hide  thee  in  the  time  of  trouble ;  in  the  fecret  of 
his  tabernacle,  he  will  cover  thee  in  the  day  of  dan- 
ger. There  the  prifoners  reft  in  peace,  and  hear  not 
the  voice  of  the  oppreflbr.  There  are  the  fmall  and 
the  great,  and  the  fervant  is  free  from  his  mafter. 
There  the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling,  and  the 
weary  are  at  reft. 

It  is  fome  confolation,  it  is  fome  relief,  to  open 
our  hearts  to  men,  and  tell  our  forrows  to  a  friend, 
who  can  give  us  no  relief,  but  by  mingling  his  tears 
with  ours.  What  confolation,  what  relief  ^ill  it 
then  give  to  open  our  hearts,  and  tell  our  forrows 
'  to  that  Friend  above,  who  |^  ever  gracious  to  hear, 
and  ever  mighty  to  fave^pTo  that  Friend  who  never 
f^U  i  who  is  afflided  in  all  ojgrafflidions,  and  who 
keeps  us  as  the  apple  of  his  cytUAxt  thou  therefore 
opprefled  with  the  calamitiarro  life  ;  is  thy  head 
bowed  down  with  affli&ion,  or  thy  heart  broken  with 
jbrrow  ?  approach  to  the  altar,  go  to  God,  prefent 
to  him  th^rayer  of  thy  heart,  and  he  will  fend  thee 
help  from  his  holy  hill. 

Jjq/ifyi  In  approaching  to  God,  there  is  prepara- 
tion  for  heaven.  The  objeds  among  which  we  are 
converfant,  have  a  wonderful  power  over  the  mind. 
External  things  make  fuch  an  impreflion  within,  that 
the  chara£l:er  is  often  formed  from  the  fituation. 
Bb 
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The  foul  is  afHoiilated  to  furrounding  objefts,  and 
proportions  itfelf  to  the  fphere  in  which  it  moves. 
When  employed  in  little  and  in  low  things^  it  it  con* 
traded }  when  occupied  in  earthly  matters^  it  is  de- 
bafed ;  but  acquires  enlargement  and  elevation  in 
the  prefence  of  what  is  grand  and  fubUme.  By  daily 
converfe  with  the  world,  and  familiarity  with  mate* 
rial  things,  the  foul  is  alienated  from  the  life  of  God, 
and  man,  fetting  his  affeftions  on  things  below, 
becomes  of  the  earth,  ecuthy.  But  when  we  eor 
gage  in  the  exerdfes  of  devotion,  we  counterwork 
the  charm  of  material  obje&s,  we  retire  from  the 
world  and  its  temptations,  and  fliut  the  door  of  the 
heart  againft  every  intruding  gueft  that  would  dif- 
turb  us  in  approaching  to  God.  Standing  upon  holy 
ground,  we  put  off  unhallowed  affeftions,  and  impure 
defires.  From  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  every  fixifiil 
thought  flies  away.  Our  attention  is  turned  from 
thofe  things  that  would  raife  guilty  paflions  in  the 
mind.  Pure  and  fpiiitual  ideas  are  prefented  to 
view,  and  the  perfe^ons  of  Almighty  God  are  fet 
before  our  eyes.  When  thefe  are  before  us,  our  ad- 
nauiration  of  them  will  increafe,  our  love  to  them  will 
be  kindled,  and  we  will  endeavor  to  refemble  them 
in  our  own  life.  Thus,  by  approaching  to  God,  we 
become  like  God.  By  devotion  on  earth,  we  antici- 
pate the  work  of  heaven.  We  join  ourfelves,  before- 
hand, to  the  fociety  of  angels  and  bleffed  fpirits 
above  |  we  already  enter  on  the  delightful  employ, 
ment  of  eternity,  and  begin  the  fong  which  is  heard  ■ 
for  ever  around  the  throne  of  God.  ' 

Such,  Chriftians  !  are  the  advantages  of  approach- 
ing to  God,  and  encompaffing  the  altar.    And  if. 
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with  piotes  affeftionsy  and  a  pure  heart,  we  draw  nigh 
unto  God,  God  will  draw  nigh  unto,  us.    To  the 

I    wide  extent  of  his  creation,  to  the  great  temple  of 

\  heaven  and  earth,  Jbhovah  prefers  the  heart  of  the 
pure  and  the  pious.  Tbere^e  takes  up  his  abode ; 
there  he  delightcth  to  dwell^  In  the  divine  difcourfe 
which  our  Lor^elivered  to  his  difciples,  the  fame 
night  in  which  he  was  betrayed,  there  is  a  promife 
rich  in  confolation.     ^*  If  a  man  love  me,  he  will 

f  ^^  keep  my  words  :  and  my  Father  will  love  him, 
i  ««  and  we  will  come  and  mike  our  abode  with  him/' 
While  thi^  promife  founds  in  your  ears,  I  hope  that 
your  hearts  correfpond  to  the  ftrain,  and  that  you 
recal  thofe  precious  hours,  when  God  manifefted 
himfelf  to  you,  fo  as  he  does  not  unto  the  world. 
When  on  former  occafions,  he  fent  his  light  and 
his  truth;  when  the  fountain  of  4iving  waters  has 
been  opened,  and  the  voice  came  to  your  ears, 
<<  Drink,  and  live  for  ever  ;'*  Did  you  not  foel  emo- 
tions which  came  from  no  created  fource,  and  tafte^ 
a  joy  which  confeffed  its  origin  from  heaven  ?/' Who 
can  defcribe  the  bleflednefs  of  that  time,  when  a 

'^fjftJttiit  Deity  is  felt  ?  It  is  the  joy  of  heaven  upon 
earth ;  the  happinefs  of  eternity  in  the  moments  of 
time* 
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LuKB  iL  io. 
— Beholdy  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy. -^ 

1  H£  coming  of  the  Mefliah  is  always 
foretold  in  fcripture  as  a  period  of  joy  and  triumph. 
The  Patriarchs  rejoiced  when  they  £lw  his  day  afer 
off.  AH  the  Prophets  take  fire  at  this  great  occa* 
fion,  and  rife  into  ftrains  of  rapture  when  they  de- 
fcribe  the  glory  of  the  latter  days,  and  the  hapf^uidb 
of  the  Meffiah's  reign.  In  the  mod  beautiful  cdouts 
they  paint  its  arrival  as  a  new  sera  of  happy  time^ 
and  as  a  general  jubilee  to  the  world.  They  repre- 
fent  it  as  accompanied  with  univerfal  peace  and  ptof- 
perity ;  as  effe^ing  a  renovation  of  nature,  the  re- 
turn of  innocence  to  earth,  and  the  defcent  of  God 
to  dwell  with  men.  ^^  In  thofe  days  the  wildemda 
<^  ^nd  the  folitary  place  fliall  be  glad ;  the  dtfert  flnll 
<<  rejoice  and  bloffom  like  the  rofe.  They  fhall  Uof- 
^^  fom  abundantly :  and  rejoice  with  joy  and  wilii 
^'  finging.  The  glory  of  Lebanon  (hall  be  given 
^^  unto  it ;  the  excellency  of  Carmel  and  of  Sharon. 
^^  The  parched  ground  fhall  become  a  pool,  and  the 
*<  dry  land  fprings  of  water.  In  the  wildernefs  fhall 
*^  waters  break  out,  and  ftreams  in  the  defert. — ^The 
^^  light  of  the  moon  fhall  be  as  the  light  of  the  fun, 
••  arid  the  light  of  the  fun  fhall  be  fevenfold.*'  When 
the  heavens  and  the  earth  at  firft  arofe  in  beauty 
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from  the  hands  of  the  Creator,  the  morning  ftari 
fang  together,  and  all  the  fons  of  God  Ihoated  for 
joy.  In  tike  manner,  when  thefe  new  heavens  and 
this  new  earth  appeared,  all  the  angelic  hoft  broke 
forth  into  drains  of  gtatulation,  afcribing  glory  to 
God  in  the  higheft,  peace  on  earth,  and  good-will 
towards  fallen  man. 

Unhappily,  the  Jews,  who  were  a  grofs  and  carnal 
p€opl€,  mifinterpreted  the  prophecies  concerning  the 
kingdom  of  the  MeiBah,  took  the  magnificent  ftyle 
of  prophecy  for  literal  defcription,  and  fondly  imag- 
ined that  thefe  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  announced 
temporal  and  earthly  bleffings.  They  looked  for  no 
better  a  coantff  than  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  ex-' 
pe£led  no  other  redemption  than  to  be  redeemed 
from  the  Roman  yoke.  The  veil  is  now  taken  off 
from  the  Prophets,  and  we  difcern  the  Gofpel,  not 
as  meant  to  procure  us  pofleffion  of  the  earth,  and 
dominion  over  the  nations,  but  as  intended  to  make 
us  partakers  ^f  eternal  life,  and  to  give  us  an  inher*' 
itance  in  the  heavens,  which  is  incorruptible,  unde- 
filed,  and  fadeth  not  aWay. 

The  Gofpel,  then,  is  a  fyftem  of  fpiritual  joy. 
A&d^  ill  treating  of  it  in  this  light,  I  fhall,  in  the/j^ 
place,  conflder  It  as  a  method  o£infl:rudion,  enlight« 
ening  the  darknefs,  and  difpelling  the  ignorance  of 
human  nature :  In  the/econd  place,  As  a  plan  of  re<* 
demption  from  the  guilt  ohiin  :  In  the  third  place. 
As  a  fcheme  of  comfort  and  relief  during  the  afiUc- 
tions  of  life  ;  and,  in  the  fourtb  place.  As  a  fyftem 
of  tonfolation  agaitlft  the  fear  of  death.  Here  are 
coihprehended  all  the  evils  of  human  life  ;  and  if  we 
fidi  that  &kc  Gofpel  brings  us  relief  from  all  of  them, 
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then  it  viU  appear  to  contain  indeed,  <^  Good  ti* 
•'  dings  of  great  joy."  :,^^ 

I  am  to  fhow  you,  then,  in  the^j^^jilace.  That, 
as  a  fyfbem  Qf  joy,  Chriftianity  enlightens  the  natwal 
darknefs  of  the  mind,  and  gives  us  all  requifite  in- 
formation concerning  the  truths  necefiary  to  our 
happinefs. 

Curiofity,  or  the  deiire  of  knowledge,  is  one  of 
the  earlieft  emotions  of  the  human  foul.  No  fooner 
does  the  mind  arrive  at  the  exercife  of  thought,  than 
it  proceeds  to  examine  the  obje£ts  around  it,  and  to 
extend  its  refearches  wider  and  wider  over  the  whole 
circuit  of  nature.  One  of  the  moil  obvious  didatea 
qf  reafon  is  the  belief  of  a  God.  There  are  £o  many 
indications  of  wifdom  and  contrivance  injthe  worli^ 
of  nature ;  fuch  ftriking  difplays  of  onier  and  beau* 
ty ;  liich  fplendid  demonftrations  of  a  pljm  eftablifli- 
ed,  that  an  intelligent  Mind  i$  at  once  recognifed, 
and  a  Deity,  though  invifible  in  himfelf,  is  every 
where  feen  in  his  works.  Accordingly,  all  aations 
have  agreed  in  acknowledging  and  worflu^ing  a 
fupreme  Power,  thei»Ctei|tor  .and  Governor  of  all 
things.  But  although  the  li|;ht  of  nature  seveals  to 
us  the  exiftence  of  a  God,  it  jgives  us  np  materials 
whereon  to  form  an  opinion  concerning  his  attri- 
botes.  A  mixed  difpeniation  of  things  feems  to  pre* 
vail  in  the  world.  There  are  many  indications  of 
goodnefs,  but  there  are  alfo  many  appearances  of 
eviL  Providence  ieems  equally  to  favour  the  good 
zgA  the  bad.  All  things  come  alike  to  all,  and  there 
is  one  event  to  the  righteous  and  to  the  wicked. 
Reafon  is  at  a  lofs  what  conclufion  to  draw  from 
fai$h  contradidory  appearances,  and  amidft  l|ie 


SERMON      XVI.  207 

ctoudflf  and  the  darknefs  that  furrouhd  the  paths  of 
the  Almighty,  cannot  difcern  that  juftice  and  judg- 
.  ment  are  for  ever  the  habitation  of  hh'thrdne.  But 
'  a  ftate  of  uncertainty  and  fufpenfe,  efpecially  about 
an  objeft  of  fuch  great  importance,  is  the  moft  de« 
plorable  of  all  fituations.  To  five  and  to  die  in  ig- 
noryice  and  uncertainty,  whether  the  Governor  of 
the  world  be  a  tyrant  or  a  friend,  whether  we  are 
under  the  mifrule  of  hate,  or  the  government  of  love, 
muft  fit  heavy  upon  the  candid  and  inquifitive  mind, 
and  give  additional  fmart  to  all  the  forrows  which 
imbitter  human  life.  What  beams  of  joy  will  break 
in  upon  fuch  benighted  minds,  when  the  Sun  of 
Righteoufiiefs  appearing,  fcatters  the  clouds  of  ignci*' 
ranee  and  error,  and  lets  in  the  pure  light  of  heaven 
upon  the  darknefs  of  the  human  condition  ?  To' 
make  the  difcoveries  of  the  Gofpel  to  fuch  perfons, 
is  to  reveal  to  them  a  father  and  a  friend.  To  dif- 
cover  that  God  is  love ;  that  he  is  a  God  in  Chrift 
reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf ;  that  he  admin- 
ifters  the  affairs  of  the  univerfe  fo  as  to  iffue  in  the 
general  good  ;  that  he  is  for  ever  employing  the  zu 
tributes  of  his  nature,  his  infinite  wifdom,  his  bound- 
left  goodneA,  and  his  Almighty  power,  to  favour 
the  caufe  of  righteoufnefs,  and  to  promote  the  hap- 
pinds  of  the  good  throughout  the  whole  creation. 
Such  views  of  Ddty  as  thefe  fill  the  mind  with  joy 
and  with  confolation.  The  weary  traveller  has  now 
got  a  flielter  from  the  ftorm.  He  has  found  a  fane- 
tuary  in  the  time  of  trouble  j  and  he  looks  to  the 
heavens  from  whence  cometb  bis  aid.  The  heart  is 
fully  at  eafe  while  it  refts  on  him  that  made  it,  and 
repofes  with  perfed  peace  under  the  protection  of 
everlafting  arms. 
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F«ther,  Mtt  iHr  a  ftttte  of  nature  k  ec^ally  igocv 
rant  concerniii^  hknfelf.    He  finds  hivtfelf  here  a 
ftranger  in  a  wide  'world,  where  the  powers  and  op- 
erations of  nature  are  very  imperfedly  known  ; 
where  both  the  caufes  and  the  iffues  of  things  are 
wrapt  up  in  much  darknefs,  and  where  be  can  only 
form  uncertain  conje£kures  from  whence  he  clones, 
for  what  purpofe  he  was  brought  into  :being,  and 
whither  he  is  to  go  when  he  departs  from  hence^    U 
he  looks  back  to  his  origin,  he  is  loft  m  uncertauiiy* 
Born  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  inferior  creati<m,  and 
to  be  the  mafterpieee  of  the  Almighty  in  iim  lower 
world,  he  hath  at  the  fame  time  appetftce  and  paf- 
£ons,  the  abufe  of  which  degrades  him  below  the 
level  of  the  brutes  that  perifli.     His  dignity  and  his 
meannefs ;  the  excellence  of  his  frame,  and  the  de- 
generacy of  his  nature }  the  elevation  of  his  under- 
(landing,  and  the  corruption  of  his  heart,  form  a 
contraft  which  the  philofophy  of  ages  could  never 
reconcile.    How  could  fuch  a  creature  come  into  the 
world  ?  If  he  be  the  work  of  a  wife  and  good  being, 
whence  come  the  feeds  of  evil  that  are  latent  in  his 
heart  ?  If  he  be  the  produ£Hon  of  malignant  beings, 
whence  the  feeds  of  goodnefs,  and  the  lineaments  of 
heaven,  which,  however  obfcured,  are  to  be  found 
in  his  frame  ?  Whatever  fuppofition  we  take,  we  are 
befet  with  infuperable  difficulties.     But,  change  the 
fcene,  and  look  fofward  to  his  future  lot,  and  he  is 
ftill  more  diftrefled  and  forlqrn.     He  fees  his  friends 
and  companions,  one  after  another,  continually  dif* 
appearing.     But  whither  do  they  go  when  they  de- 
part ?  Have  they  withdrawn  into  everlafting  dafk* 
nefs,  or  do  they  ftill  a£l  in  another  fcene  ?  Is  the 
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btxai  of  hesamn  &r  ever  extingmlhed  ?  1$  th^  e^efr 
iial&e^wfaich  glowed  in  their  liteattsfor  ever  quench- 
ed, and  naught  hut  aibes  left  to  mingle  with  the 
earth,  and  i>e  blown  aronnd  the  world  ?  Ate  tjbdr 
hopes  limited  to  thisiifei  Or^  beyond  the  horizon 
which  •terminates  thoir  prefent  profpeds,  does  a  more 
be^tifiil  and  a  more  perfed  icene  prefent  itfelf^ 
where  the  wjicked  ihatl  oeafe  from  troubling^  and 
where  the  weary  ihall  be  at  xieft  ?  If  we  confult  oa 
aSedions,  we  ihall  be  inclined  to  believe  in  a  future 
ilate.  Nature  is  loath  to  quit  its  hold.  1  he  lieart 
Aill  wiflies  to  be  kind  to  ,the  friends  whom  once  it 
lorved«  Imagination  takes  the  hint,  and  indulges  us 
vwiih  the  pleafant  hopes  of  one  day  meeting  again  the 
\  .companions  which  we  dropped  in  life.  The  perfec- 
:  ttons  of  the  Deity  alfo  favour  thefe  wiihes  of  nature. 
If  ^God  be  infinitely  wife  and  infinitely  g^d,  he 
would  not  have  brought  us  into  being  only  tp  fee  the 
light,  and  to  depart  for  ever.  Would  a  wife  builder 
have  eroded  fuch  a  noble  (Irufture,  tp  laft  but  for  a 
.moment?  On  the  other  hand,  jf  we  confult  the  anal- 
ogy of  natpre,  the  horrors  of  annihil^on  furraund 
us.*  The  leaf  that  falls  from  the  tree  revives  no 
more.  The  animal  that  mingles  with  the  earth  never 
rifes  to  life  again. 

Thefe  doubts  aiid  horrors  are  now  removed,  and 
this  darknefs  dcftroyed,  by  tl^  Gofpel  of  ChriO:. 
No  fodner  did  the  day-fpring  arne  from  on  high,  but 
it  became  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and  ex- 
tended its  radiance  oyer  the  region  and  ihadow  of 
death.  The  nature  of  .man  is  now  unfolded,  the 
origin  of  evil  Recounted  for,  and  life  and  immortaU 
ity  brought  to  light.  Our  Saviour  did  not  propdf^ 
C  c 
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thefe  ^oifbrines  as  the  controvertible  opinions  of  a 
private  man* :  he  taught  them  with  the  authority  of 
God.  Of  his  peculiar  dodrines  he  gave  us  a  proof 
in  kind.  Did  he  teach  that  the  dead  wer^  to  arife  ? 
As  an  infallible  confirmation  of  it,  he  himfelf  arofe 
from  the  dead.  The  good  man  need  not  now  be  in 
anxiety  about  his  future  exigence.  Come  ancj^e- 
hold  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay.  Come  and  be- 
hold the  place  from  which  the  Lord  arofe.  You  do 
not  mourn  as  thofe  who  have  no  hope.  You  com- 
mit the  bodies  of  your  deceafed  friends  to  the  grave 
in  the  hopes  of  a  blefled  rcfurreftion.  For  we  know 
that  our  Redeemer  liveth,  and  we  know  that  we  ihalt 
in  like  manner  revive.  The  found  of  the  laft  trum- 
pet fhall  pierce  even  the  caverns  of  the  tomb  ;  the 
dead  fhall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God ;  the 
celeilial  fire  fhall  again  reanimate  thefe  afhes,  and  a 
glorious  body  fpring  forth  from  the  bofom  of  cor- 
ruption. What  a  fource  of  confolation  does  this 
open  to  us  in  all  the  afHidions  of  life  ?  Can  that  man 
defpond  and  fink  under  the  evils  of  life,  who  has  the 
profpedt  of  a  blefled  refurredion  and  a  happy  im- 
mortality ? 

It  has  been  thus  endeavoured  to  fhow  you  the  ad-.^ 
vantages  that  we  derive  from  Chriflianity,  ih  point  of 
inflruftion.  It  was  never  my  intention  to  exalt  rev- 
elation at  the  expenfe  of  rcafon,  or  to  eftablifh  Chrif- 
tianity  upon  the  ruins  of  natural  religion.  The  light. 
of  nature  affords  us  many  dificoveries,  and  the  reli- 
gion  of  nature  fiiggefts  many  obligations  to  virtue. 
The  heathens  reafoned  well  concerning  the  exiflence 
of  a  fupreme  Caufe  ;  from  the  things  which  are  feen, 
they  inferred  his  eternal-  Power  and  Godhead,  and 
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gave  many  excellent  leffons  for  the  conduffc  <^  hu- 
man life.  But  their  iUfcoverieshad  not  the  authori- 
ty of  uncontroverted  truth,  and  their  precepts  wanted 
the  obligation  of  laws.  They  were  the  private  opin- 
ions of'  mere  men,  who  had  no  commiiliom  to  enz8t 
articles  of  faith,  and  who  had  no  authority  to  eftab- 
lilh  laws  for  the  condud  of  human  life.  Their  dii^ 
coveries  did  not  even  carry  conviction  to  their  own 
minds.  They  doubted  concerning  points  the  mod 
important  and  the  mod  eflential  to  the  happinefs  of  a 
rational  mind.  If,  from  the'brder  and  beauty  of  the. 
natural  world,  they  inferred  the  exiftence  and  the 
power  of  God  ;  from  the  irregularities  and  evils  of 
the  moral  world,  they  were  led  to  doubt  concerning 
bis  wifdom  and  goodnefs.  The  immortality  of  the 
foul  was  rather  the  objed  of  their  wifhes,  than  of 
their  firm  belief.  The  law  of  nature,  amid  ft  the 
multiplicity  of  vicious  and  criminal  cuftoms,  was  aU 
moft  totally  obliterated.  The  fenfe  of  moral  good. 
and  evil,  amidfl  the  univerfal  degeneracy  and  deprav- 
ity of  manners,  was  in  danger  of  being  altogether 
loft.  So  general,  fo  grofs  was  the  darknefs  which 
long  involved  the  nations,  fo  deep  and  thick  did  the 
cloud  lit  over  the  moral  world,  that  the  wifeft  of  the 
ancient  philofophers  thought  it  was  a  neceftary  ftep 
in  the  Deity,  in  order  to  afcertain  his  perfeftions, 
and  vindicate  hi§.  ways  to  men,  that  a  Prophet  Ihould 
defcend  from  heaven,  clothed  witji  a  Divine  com- 
miifion,  to  make  a  revelation  of  the  Divine  will. 

But  they  laboured  under  a  difficulty  ftill  more 
dreadful  than  ignorance,  that  was,  a  fenfe  of  guilt. 
This  leads  \ks  to  thc/ec$ndhQ2id  of  difcoiirfe,  To, con* 
fider  the  Gofpel  as  a  plan  of  redemption  from  the 
guilt  of  fin. 
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:M^Kea  the  fins  of  a  crinktel^  li&^rofe  up^^foipe' 
them,  horrdr  of  confciettce  ovenvhelmed  them^  Un*' 
^ftUghtend  nilmre  {AreTentsd  ziothiag  to  tkeir  eye  bat 
an  offended  JvH^e,  arrayed  in  all  htr  terrors.  The 
violated  lar^  cafiled  alou^  fiof  reparation.  Juftiee 
tttfflieathed  her  flatoii^  farord.-  The  mercy  of  the 
iiidgt  \f id  altogether  wnknoitrii.  All  wa$  darknc(fe 
a'Dd  difmay,  without  one  beam  of  hope:  It  was  i» 
this  dreadful  difkmma  that,  ih  order  to  appeafe  the 
writh  of  the  incerifttl  Deity^  they  had  reconrfe  to 
fac'rifices  and  to  the  fheddiiig.  of  fo  much  blt>od.  It 
watr  this  thfltt  drove  them  to  violate  ike  ftrongeft  and 
mofk  facred  laws  of  nature ;  drove  themv  to  torture 
their  own  fiefh  before  the  fljhrine  of  the  offieaded  Goif, 
and  terrible  to  tellj  drove  them— drove  the  tatdssat 
parent  to  take  his  fon,  his  firft-born  fon^  auid^  wfilh 
Hi  own  trembling  hands^  to  ihed  his  blood  as  a  ran* 
fom  for  his  foul  iThe  grand  inquiry  of  the  heathen: 
vf  orld  Was  that  with  which  the  Prophet  Micah  inti^ . 
duces  the  king  of  Moab,  ^^  Wherewith  &aU  I  come 
*\  before  the  Lord,  and  boW  myfelf  bdore  the  High 
"  God  ?** 

,  As  a  fehfe  of  inonl  gobd  and  evil  is  implanted  in 
th6  niindy  and  as  a  pdnciple  of  confcietlce,  colidtma* 
ing  fin  and  approving  rlghteoufnefs,  is  univerially' 
felt.  We  fee  and  we  feel,  by  iad  experience^  Chat  all 
men  have  finndd,  hate  cdme  fliort  of  the  glory  of 
Ood^  and  that,  without  ah  atotrefmenf^  there  could 
be  neither  joy  nor  peace  in.  the  heart  of  man. 

Further,  It  was  neceffary  that,  in  this  atonement, 
provifios  ihould  be  made  for  delivering  men  from 
.the  (late  of  degeneracy  and  imperfection,  that  they 
might  not  again  fall  info  deadly  fin,  and  fiand  in: 
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n^d  6f  X  HMT  aionemanu    In^coofaqwikfe  of  that 
originiil  corruption  derived  to  us  from  our  firft  pa- 
rents, our  nature  is  degenerated^  apd  our  moral  a^l- 
ifie»  impaired  io^  that  no  man  oan  ji^  perfisft  obe^ 
dience  to  the  law  of  God.     k  voitld  therefore  be  of 
little  confeqtience  to  blot  out  our.  tran{greffioii&  for 
the  time  paft,  uniefs  we  were  alfo  to  be  delivered 
from  the  domiiuoii  of  fia  in  the  time  to  come*    To- 
be  always  £idling  into  lin,  to  be  always  (landing  in 
need  of  new  ads  of  indemnity  and  forgiven^fs,  is 
neither  confident  with  the  dignity  of' the  Divine  gov- 
ernoient,  nor  with  the  perfedion  of  a  rational  and 
immortal  nature.   Accordingly,  the  gteat  atonement 
proposed  in  the  Gofpel,  not  only  provides  for  our 
redemption  from  the  wrath  td  come,  but  aUb  for  our 
reftoration  to  the  image  of  God.    From  the~cro(&  of: 
Chnft,  tirtoe  flows  to  the  world,  and  healin]gic(  the*^ 
iiatiofis«    In  confequence  of  his  fuSerings  and  d)^fh; 
owSaviotiris  now  afcended  to  the  rigtlt  &&n^  Sf* 
the  Majefty  in  the  heavens,  to  adminlfter  the'  affi^r^ 
of  his  kingdom,  and  difpenfe  the  tseafures  of  tlie  * 
new  covenant.    He  retains  our  nature,  and  repre^ 
fents  our  perfons  in  the  prefence  of  God,  and  makes 
intcreeffion  with  the  Father  in  our  behalf.    He  fend^ 
down  his  fandifying  Spirit  to  repair  the  ruins  of  our 
natore }  to  create  in  us  thd  clean  heart ;  to  renew 
within  US  the  right  fpirit ;  td  lead  us  on  from  grace 
to  grace,  and  from  ftrength  to  ilrisngth,  till  \re  per- 
fed  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.     Hating  thuV 
recovered  the  original  honor  of  our  frame;  and  be< 
ing  reftoped  to  the  image  of  God,  he  trahflatis  uS  W* 
the  maafiotts  of  immortality  above,  Where  tbefegood* 
tidings  of  great  joy  are  a  fubjed  of  pfaife  athid'ff  arf 
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innumerable  company  of  angels,  and  the  fpirits  of 
juft  men  made  perfed. 

We  proceed  to  the  third  general  head  of  difcourfe. 
To  confider  the  Gofpel  as  a  fcheme  of  comfort  and 
relief  during  the  afHidions  of  life. 

Ever  fince  the  introduftion  of  fin  into  the  world, 
human  life  hath  been  a  fcene  of  mifery.  Man  that 
is  born  of  a  woman  is  of  few  days  ;  and  few  as  they 
are,  they  are  full  of  trouble.  He  is  doomed  to  fuf- 
fer  from  the  womb.  When  he  comes  into  the  worlds 
he  enters  on  a  ftate  of  pain ;  and  from  the  cradle  to 
the  grave,  his  life  is  a  pilgrimage  of  forrow.  Where 
is  the  kingdom  ;  where  is  the  city  ;  where  is  the 
family ;  where  is  the  individual  that  is  exempted 
from  affliftion  ?  It  enters  the  palaces  of  the  great, 
as  well  as  the  cottages  of  the  low  ;  it  invades  the 
throne  of  the  king,  as  well  as  the  hut  of  the  peafant ; 
and  fcarce  are  the  fanftuaries  and  the  altars  of  the 
Lord,  afylums  a^ainft  its  approach.  The  calamities 
of  life  are  always  great ;  but  when  the  mind  is  under 
the  impreffion  of  melancholy,  and  bleeds  from  recent 
forrow,  then-are  they  fel^  in  extreme.  The  cloud 
fits  deep  upon  the  facie  i&f^things  ;  the  profpefik  be- 
fore us  is  dark  and  lurid  j  and  the  mind,  if  not  fup- 
ported,  would  fink  under  its 'Woes.  •  It  is  the  great 
excellence,  my  brethren,  of  ^Tic'Chriftian  religion, 
that  it  abounds  with  confolatiorii  in  all  the  evils  of 
life.  To  the  upright,  fays  the  Scripture,  light  fhall 
arife  in  the  midft  of  darknefs.  Thofe  who  are  weary 
and  hes^vy  laden  with  their  woes,  ^  if  they  come  to 
Chrift,  he  will  give  them  reft. 

The  firft  confolation  which  the  Gofpel  propofes  | 
to  us,  is.  That  there  is  a  particular  Providence  which  \ 
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watches  over  human  afl^irs.  It  is  part  of  the  glad 
tidings  revealed  to  us  in  the  Gofpel,  that  the  Lord 
God  omnipotent  reigneth  ;  that  although  his  throne 
be  in  the  heavens,  and  though  the  heaven  of  heavens 
cannot  contain  him,  yet  he  condefcends  to  vifit  the 
earth,  to  take  up  his  abode  and  d^ell  with  men. 
He  who  counts  the  number  of  the  ftars,  numbers 
alfo  the  hairs  of  our  head  ;  a  fparrow  cannot  fall  to 
the  ground  without  the  will  of  our  heavenly  Father. 
The  mod  ordinary,  as  well  as  the  moft  cafual  events, 
arc  under  the  direftion  of  that  arm  which  reaches 
from  heaven  to  earth.  Ever  watching  over  the 
world,  there  is  an  eye  above,  which  fl umbers  not  nor 
l}eep8«  The  archer  may  draw  the  bow  at  a  venture ; 
but  the  arrow  is  dire&ed  by  an  higher  hand.  This 
will  adminifter  relief  to  the  mind  in  all  the  afflidions 
of  life.  Trufting  to  the  Providence  of  God,  the  de- 
vout mind  will  reft  in  hope,  and  break  forth  into  joy, 
"  The  Lord  reigneth,  let  the  earth  be  glad ;  the 
"  Lord  reigneth,  let  the  multitude  of  the  ifles  rejoice. 
^'  His  kingdom  ruleth  over  all,  and  he  will  make  all 
**  things  co-operate  for  the  good  of  thofe  who  love 
"  him."  Shall  not  I  therefore  truft  in  him  who  is 
ever  prefent  to  help  me  in  the  time  of  need  ?  Are  not 
thefe  perfedipns,  which  are  equal  to  the  government 
of  the  whole  fyftem  of  nature^  more  than  fufficient 
to  direct  my  little  concerns  ? , My  God  is  a  prefent 
help  in  the  time  of  trouble.  He  is  not  far  off  when 
grief  is  near,  nor  likeaii  abfent  friend  to  the  diftrefieJ. 
Let  the  darknefs  of  the  tempeft  furround  me ;  let  the 
winds  blow,  and  the  waves  rage,  I  have  an  intereft 
In  the  Ruler  of  the  ftorm  ;  I  have  an  intereft  in  him, 
who  can  fay  to  the  winds  "  ceafe,"  and  to  the  waves 
''  be  ftill/' 
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In  the  next  place,  afflidions  take  thtir  riibt  mot 

from  the  writh,  but  from  the  love  of  God.     Did  we 

beHeve  that  the  world  was  governed  by  a  maUgitant 

being,  who  made  fport  of  human  tnifery,  and -took  ^ 

malicious  pleafureinpuniftring.his  creatures;  did  we 

con^der  ourfelveis  as  under  the  dominion  of  hatred^ 

as  objefts  of  the  divine  vengeance,  and  purfiied  by 

the  Almighty  as  viftims  devoted  tp  perdition,  fucfc 

thoughts  would  make  us  miferable  indeed.    They 

would  fharpen  the  arrows  of  adyerfity,  and  mingle 

poifon  into  the  bitter  cup  which  we  are  doom^  to 

^  drink.     Then  might  we  cry  out  with  Job,  in  the . 

hour  of  defpair,  **  I  will  fpeak  in  the  anguifh  of  my 

"  fpirit,  I  will  complain  in*  the  bittemefs  of  my  foirf* 

"  The  terrors  of  the  Lord  fet  themfelyes  tn  array 

>'  againft  me.     The  arrows  of  the  AimiglKy  arc 

*^  within  me,  the  poifon  whereof  drinketh  up  my 

"  fpirit.    Why  haft  thou  fet  me  as  a  mark  agaioil 

"  thee  ?  My  foul  chobfeth  ftrangltng  and  d^th  ntthr 

"  er  than  life.**     Thefe  doubts  and  terrors  arc  iiow 

removed.  .  Fear  not,  O  man !  who  ftruggleft  imder 

the  adverfities  of  lijfe,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of 

great  joy  ;  the  afilifHons'  which  thou  ^endurdft  ar(^ 

not  the  ftripes  of  an  hard  mafter,  who- feeks  thy  dcr 

ftruftion  ;  they  are  the  chaftifemcnts  of  a  kind  father, 

who  puniflies  only  to  reform.     The  God  of  love  has 

no  pleafure  in  the  mifery,  or  in  the  death  of  his 

creatures.     His  eye  overflows  with  pity,  whilft  hi$ 

hand  is  lifted  up  to.ftrike.     Whilft  he  bruifes,  hn 

binds  up  the  wound.     This  furely  will   adminifter 

confoladons  to  the  wounded  in  min^,  and  fpeak  peace 

to  the  broken  in  heart,  when  th^y  rcfleft  that  thp 

evils  in  their  lot  are  a  part  of  His  providence,  w^^o 
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doth  libt  afflifl:  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  children  of 
men  ;  that  they  are  not  marks  of  his  wrath,  but  in- 
dications  of  his  love. 

Further,  As  a  confolation  to  the  afflided  and  dif- 
treffed,  Chriftianity  #/jures  us,  that  tjj^e  various  oc- 
currences in  human  life  are  not  accidental,  nor  de- 
tached events,  but  parts  of  a  great  plan  that  was  con- 
certed in  the  councils  of  Heaven  before  the  world 
began,  and  is   going  on  from  age  to  age.     If  the 
moral  world  were  a  chaos  without  form,  and  void  of 
order ;  if  every   evdnt  in  life  was  feparate,  uncon- 
nefted  and  final,  men,  under  the  preffure  of  affliftion, 
would  often  have  occafion  to  complain.     But,  whea 
we  take  in  the  difcoveries  of  revelation,  and  behold 
a  general  order  of  things  ^abliihed,  and  a  great  plan 
going  on  •,  when  we  confider  that  every  particular 
event  is  a  part  of  the  grfeat  fyftem  of  Providence,  and 
conduces  to  form  a  perfefl:  whole  ;  when  we  call  to 
mind  that  no  part  of  our  life  is  an  ultimate  event,  but 
has  a  reference  to  a  future  (late,  and  is  only  the 
means  to  an  end,  we  will  acquiefce  in  the  eftablifhed 
otder  of  nature,  and  follow  on,  aftive  and  cheerful, 
.  vrtierever  we  are  called  by  Providence,     In  the  ear- 
ly part  of  our  life,  when  we  are  under  the  difcipline 
of  a  mafter,  we  are  inftrufted  in  arts,  and  trained  to 
exercifes,  of  which  we  know  not  then  the  meaning, 
xAr  the  ufe.     This  life  is  but  the  infancy  of  our  be- 
iifg,  and  a  ftate  of  moral  difcipline  for  abetter  world ; 
lA  us  not  therefore  be  furprifed  or  murmur,  if  many 
things  fall  out  which  feem  adverfc  to  our  prefent 
good.     When  the  Chriftian  confiders  that  the  fuf- 
lerings  of  the  prefent  life  arfe  connefted  with  the  en. 
joyments  of  heaven,  and  with  the  improvements  of 
Dp 
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eternity,  the  unfavourable  and  hoftile  appearances  of 
this  world  will  vanifh  from  his  view.  Familiarifed 
to  this  grand  ?i^d  magnificent  fyftem  of  things,  he 
will  not  complain  concerning  the  conduft  of  Provi- 
dence,  nor  think  the  univerfe  Itfteonfufion  when  he 
is  in  diforder-  He  does  not  look  upon  himfelf,  a« 
felf-love  would  fuggeft,  as  a  whole  feparated  and  de- 
tached from  every  other  part  of  nature ;  he  regards 
himfelf  in  the  light  in  which  he  imagines  the  great 
Spirit  of  the  world  regards  bim*  He  enters  into  the 
feniiments  of  the  Divine  Being,  and  confiders  him* 
felf  as  a  particle,  as  an  atom  in  an  infinite  fyftem, 
which  muft  and  ought  to  be  difpofed  of  according  to 
the  good  and  the  conveniency  of  the? w.hole. 

Lajilyj  As  a  ground  of  joyful  coi^folation  to  the 
diftreiled,  let  me  remind  you,  that  affli£tiots  are  not 
only  f  equifite  parts  of  our  education -for  heaven,  but 
that  they  are  alfo  neceffary  means  of  Oui-  improvement 
in  the  virtues  and  graces  of  the  divine  life.  Adapt- 
ed to  the  progreffive  and  probationary  ftate  of  fallen 
man,  the  adminiftration  of  Providence  affumes  a  va- 
riety of  forms.  Light  a»Si  fliade,  the  funfliine  of 
profperity,  and  the  ftorm  of  adverfity,  fucceed  each 
other,  and  chequer  the  fcene  of  human  life.  Jn  this 
mixed  difpenfation  of  fufFering  and  enjoyment,  the 
wifdom  of  Providence  Ihines  confpicuous*  Were 
we  always  to  be  favoured  with  the  fmile  of  profperi- 
ty, and  the  candle  of  the  Lord  ever  to  fhine  upott 
our  head,  we  would  be  apt  to  grow  intoxicated  wiA:* 
pri^e,  to  prove  ungrateful  to  the  Author  of  our  1^ 
ingV.an4*referve  to  ourfelves  fome  part  of  that  incenfe 
w,H^^^  ought  to  burn  upon  his*  altars.  On  tke 
odidr.Slm.d,  were  we  always  to  be  under  the  clbud  of 
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^dveirflty,  were  Providence  for  ever  to  frown  upon 
our  defigns,  we  would  be  ready  to  refign  ourfelves  to 
defpair,  and  cry  out  with  the  good  men  of  old,  "  Is 
**  themercyof  Heaven  clean  gone?  Will  he  be  fa* 
"  vourable  no  more  ?'    This  mixed  dlfperJation  of 
Providence  is  not  only  mod  favourable  to  religion, 
but  is  alfo  bed  adapted  to  the  nature  of  man.    Man 
is  made  for  fufiering  as  well  as  for  a£tion.     There 
are  many  principles  in  the  human  frame,  many  fac- 
ulties of  the  mind,  and  many  qualities  of  the  heart, 
which  would  lie  for  ever  latent,  were  they  not  called 
forth  to  a£Uon  by  the  adverfities  of  life.     Man  was 
never  deftinedby  his  Maker  toflumber  on  the  couch 
of  repofe,  and  to  ba(k  in  the  funny  feafon :  he  was 
appointed  to  labour  and  to  adlion ;  to  ftruggle  with 
the  temped ;  to  weather  the  winter  of  affliftion  ;  to 
encounter  peril ;  to  endure  pain,  and,  by  Chriftian 
Eiagnanimity  and  heroifm,  by  patience,  by  perfever- 
ance  and  invincible  vigour,  to  reach  the  crown  of 
glory  which  is  referved  on  high  for  all  the  fons  of 
God.     The  affliftions  of  life  prefent  an  occafion  for 
this  fpirit  to  exert  itfelf,r  and  for  thefe  graces  to  ap- 
peiU'^    If  there  were  no  adverfities  in  human  life,  the 
fcene  of  zSdon  would  be  limited,  the  career  of  virtue 
would  be  (hortened,  and  a  wide  field  of  moral  glory 
be  lod  to  the  world.     Had  we  no  trials  in  our  lot, 
what  i^eed  were  there  for  the  exercife  of  patience 
and  relignation  to  the  Divine  will,  which  form  fuch 
A  ;P:riking  part  of  the  Chriftian  chara£ler  ?  Had  we 
Ho  afflii6|kions  to  encounter,  and  no  evils  to  fear,  what 
Qccafion  would  there  be  for  that  ftrength  of  mind 
,  w)iich  enables  us  to  brave  the  dangers  of  life,  to  bid 
defiance  to  the  evil  day,  and  to  repofe,  at  all  times. 
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finn  and  unfhakea,  upon  the  arm  of  the  Alkmghty  t 
Were  there  no  dangers  to  combat,  why  flionid  Hurc 
take  unto  ourfelves  the  whole  armour  of  God,  the 
fword  of  the  Spirit,  the  (hteld  of  faith,  and  the  helmet 
of  falvation  ?  Not  only  does  adverfity  prefent  the  oc- 
caClon  of  fpiritual  improvement,  but  has  alfo  in  every 
age  produced  an  hoft  of  faints,  who,  clothed  with 
this  divine  armour,  have  fought  the  good  fight,  and 
have  come  forth  conquerors.    You  have  recorded  to 
you  the  faith  of  Abraham ;  you  have  recorded  the 
meeknefs  of  Mofes  ;  you  have  recorded  the  patience 
of  Job ;  but  had  it  not  been  for  the  trials  which  they 
underwent,  the  dangers  they  had  to  combat,  and  the 
diftreffes  they  had  to  bear,  their  glory  might  have  p^- 
iihed,  and  their  names  been  loft  in  oblivion.     As  the 
nightingale,  it  is  faid,  when  bereft  of  her  young,  fills 
the  woods  with  the  mufic  of  wo,  and,  from  the  im- 
.  pulfe  of  forrow,  warbles  her  fweeteft  ftrains ;  fo, 
from  the  wounded  mind,  and  from  the  broken  fpir* 
'  it,  the  fervour  of  devotion,  and  the  eloquence'  of 
prayer,  come  up  with  fuch  pathetic  memorial  before 
the  throne,,  that  .the  Divine  ear  liftens  delighted. 
Truejeligion,  true  virtue,  brightens  in  diftrefs  ;  &e 
emerges  from  the  deep  with  tenfold  radiance^  and 
never  (hines  with  fuch  tranfcendent,  fuch  triumphant, 
fuch  immortal  beauiy,  as  when  wandering  through 
the  darknefs  of  an  eclipfe.     You  fee,  then,  that  in 
thefe  paths  you  are  in  the  company  of  the  good,  and 
arc  encompafled  with  a  cloud  of  witneiTcs.     You  are 
not  left  alone  to  climb  the  arduous  afccnt.    On  thefe 
mountains,  the  feet  of  patriawiis,  the  feet  of  proph- 
ets, and  the  feet  of  martyrs,  frave  itode.     On  thefe 
"  mountains,  a  greater  than.patriarchsy  than  prophets, 
than  martyrs,  appeared. 
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'  thhfiurtb  and  la/i  thing  pTopofW,  was.  To  con- 
fider  Chriftianity  as  affording  a  joyful  confolatiou 
^gaiofl  the  fear  of  death. 
f  Many  and  various  are  the  evils  to.  which  human 

life  is  fubjeded.  To  finifli  the  mighty  fum  of  them, 
and  to  make  the  fcene  end  with  pain,  as  it  began  with 
forrow,  comes  the  evil  of  death.  The  king  of  ter- 
rors, with  his  btack  train  of  attendants,  even  when 
feen  at  a  diftance,  makes  the  firmeft  knee  to  ihake, 
and  the  ftouteft  heart  to  tremble ;  and,  when  exert- 
ing his  influence  upon  feeble  minds,  and  affifted  by 
i  '  the  power  of  the  imagination,  has  kept  multitudes  all 

,thdr  days  under  the  cloud  of  melancholy,  and  un- 
der fubjedlion  to  bondage.  It  is  the  great  excel- 
lence of  the  Ghridian  Religion,  that  as  it  affords  con- 
folation  in  all  the  evils  of  life,  fo  it  alfo  provides  a  rem- 
edy againft  the  fear  of  death.  Hence  the  prophet, 
looking  forward  unto  the  days  of  the  Meffiah,  breaks 
1  out  into  thefe  ftrains  of  exultation :  "  I  will  redeem 

(  ^*  them  from  death:  Iwillranfom  them  from  the 

1$      [      "power  of  the  grave :  O  death,  I  will  be  thy  plague ; 
I         I       **  ^  g^^ive,  I  will  be  thy  deftrudion.*'     Hence  fays 
tha  ApoiUe  Paul,  "  Forafmuch  as  the  children  were 
'  "  partakers  of  flefli  and  blood,  he  himfelf  alfo  took 
:♦♦  part  of  the  fame,  that  he  might  deftroy  him  that 
■♦'had  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil,  and  de- 
:***  liver  them  who,  through  fear  of  death,  were  all 
:**  thdr  lifetime  fubjc£k  to  bondage." 
*  -^    The  evils  attending  death  to  men,  in  aftateofna- 
-  lure,  are  manifold. 
^   One  of  thefe  is  the  uncertainty  of  our  future  def- 
-^.tiaation.    Reafon  gives  us  little  information  concern- 
'iBgthc  ftate  of  the  foul  when  it  departs  from  the 
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body*  ^  We  fee  tfa^  body  nuqgle  ivith  its  ki^dr^^  (qU 
em^atSf  andri^tumtot^e  d^ft  &oai  whence  it  wsdf 
taken.  But  what. becomes  of  the  ^ul  ?  Does  it  too 
ceafe  to  exiHy  and  vanish  into  air  I  Or  does  it  ftiU 
h've  and  a6t  in  another  [cem  ?  Here  we  are  loft  in 
conjedure?  and  unqertamty.  We  fee  the  traveller 
involved  in  the  cloud  of  flight,  but  we  know  not  af*» 
fur^dly  of  any  morning  that  awaits  him.  The  oceaa 
fpreads  before  us  vaft  and  dark,  but  we  know  not 
with  certainty  if  it  will  w£^t  us  to  any  flbore.  What 
a  difconfolate  fituation  of  mind  is  this  !  Afflicted 
with  the  view  of  our  paft  life ;  tormented  with  p^ 
ent  pain ;  and  hovering  over  an  abyfs  from  which 
we  are  uncertain  if  we  (hall  ever  emerge !  To  paf$ 
lor  ever  into  the  dominion  of  darknefs ;  to  go  we 
know  not  where !  Loft  in  thefe  doubts,  troubled 
with  the  fears  of  futurity^  the  Roman  Emperor  ad» 
drefled  his  departing  foul :  ^'  O  my  foul,  tho^  art 
**  leaving  thy  once  loved  haunts,  thy  former  cooif' 
/«<  panions,  and  thy  wonted  joys  ;  but  into  what  jaii- 
^^  known  regions  and  dark  abodes  art  thou  now  go-  , 
«ing?  Alasl  thou  canft  not  tell!"  Thefe  4oubeg 
and  perplexities  are  now  removed  by  the  coiq|nj^  of 
Chrift.  When  the  Sun  of  Righteoufneft  roft^n  onr 
region,  it  difpeUed  the  flmdoDfs  of  the  everlafting  1 
evening ;  it  poured  its  radiance  upon  the  path  of  im-  { 
mortality,  and  brought  full  to  view  the  fcenes  of  the ; 
invifible  world.  The  future  fcenes  of  happinefe  and  / 
glory  are  iK>t  only  difcovered  by  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus^ 
but  are  fet  before  our  eyes.  In  the  inj^ired  oracles^ 
we  hear  the  voice  of^e  archangel  and  the  trump  of 
6od ;  we  fee  the  dead  arifing  from  their  gsaves ;  a 
mighty  army  of  faints  and  martyrs  fpringjng  with  joy 


SERMON     XVL  333 

from  ^trft  a^d  comiptfott,  Wc  fti  Jefus  upon  the 
throne,  and  the  faithful  aft  his  right  hand.  We  hear 
the  happy  fentence  prottoun<ied  upon  them,  '^  Come 
**  ye  blefled  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  pre- 
•*  pared  for  you  before  the  foundations  of  the  world 
**  were  laid."  We  fee  them  with  palmfrof  vidory  ia 
their  hands,  and  with  crowns  of  glory  on  their  heads, 
afcending  up  on  high  with  their  Lord,  and  fitting 
down  with  him  upon  his  throne. 

Another  evil  attending  on  death  is  the  fenfe  of  our 
fins  and  tranfgreffions,  which  then  rifing  up  to  our 
memory  in  black  colours,  overwhelm  us  with  horror 
of-mind.  But  to  thofe  who  receive  the  privileges  of 
Ghriftianity,-the  bed  of  death  will  not  be  a  fcene  of 
terror*  With  a  feith  which  overcometh  the  world, 
they  give  up  their  fouls  into  the  hands  of  him  who 
made  them.  *^  I  have  indeed  finned,  mod  mercifui 
**  Father,  againft  Heaven  and  in  thy  fight.  Mine  irtw 
^  iquides  compafs  me  about.  I  am  covered  with  con^ 
**  fufion,  and  condemn  myfelf,  and  often  have  teeh 
^*  afraid  left  thy  judgment  fhould  confirm  the  fentence 
**  of  my  own  heart.  But  thou  art  merciful  and  grsL- 
'^  dk)us.  Thou  haft  no  pleafuire  in  death.  I  am  uu- 
**  worthy,  of  the  leaft  of  all  thy  mercies.  But  wor- 
^*  thy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  ftain,  to  receive  bleffing 
^^  and  glory  a^d  honor  and  poiver.  In  his  death  I 
^Tee  the  price  of  my  redemption;  In  his  life  I  fee 
^*  the  path  which  leads  to  immortality.  In  his  ref- 
■**'tirroaion  I  {t6  the  proof  of  my  own,  and  evidence 
^  of  my  immortal  ekiftence.  I  have  accepted  the 
'^'  bfibrsof  thyiilen:y;a[ndhaT#efideavoured  to  walk 
'**  wbrthy  of  thtfVOfcaiian  wherewith  I  was  called. 
*^'  WithwhStfover  failings  I  may  have  been  cncom- 
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**  pafllil,  thou  knoweft  that  it  has  been  the  ftudy  of 
**  my  life  to  approve  myfelf  to  thee,  and  to  obtain 
"  the  teftimony  of  a  good  confcience.  Trufting  to 
"  thy  mercy,  and  relying  on  the  merits  of  my  Re- 
"  deemer.  Father  of  all,  I  come  to  thee !  With  the 
"  joy  of  the  Patriarch,  I  follow  thy  call  into  the  land  | 
''  unknown.** 

Thus,  my  brethren,  I  have  endeavoured  to  fet  be- 
fore you  fome  of  the  joyful  confolations  derived  from 
the  Gofpel  of  Jefus ;  confolations  which  not  only 
ferve  to  fupport  and  animate  us  under  the  affliftipns 
of  this  prefent  life,  but  which  alfo  enter  within  the 
veil,  and  conftitute  our  happinefs  through  everlafting 
ages.  But  before  I  conclude,  regard^to  my  duty 
prompts  me  to  warn  and  admonifli  you,  that  though 
the  glad  tidings  of  the  Gofpel  are  proclaimed  to  all, 
yet  the  confolations  which  they  contain  are  not  in- 
tended for,  and  are  not  conferred  upon,  all  who  hear . 
the  Gofpel.  It  is  only  they  who  believe,  who  repent,  \ 
who  reform,  that  will  ever  reap  any  folid  advantage 
from  the  Chriftian  religion.  The  profeflion  of 
Chriftianity  will  avail  us  nothing.  It  will  avail  us 
nothing  to  fay  that  we  have  faith.  Wq  may  eafily 
deceive  ourfelves,  and  make  a  lively  imagination  pafs 
for  a  ftrong  faith.  But'unlefs  our  faith  purify  the 
heart,  unlefs  it  work  by  love,  unlefs  it  produce  the 
fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  it  is  no  better  than  the  fiuth 
of  the  devils,  who  believe  and  tremble.  Let  me 
therefore  perfuade  you,  never  fomuch  as  in  thought, 
to  feparate  the  ideas  of  faith  and  morality ;  of  belief 
in  Chriftianity  and  a  good  life.  If  you  make  the  at-^ 
tempt,  you  are  undone  for  ever. 


SERMON     XVII. 


Acts  xyii.  30, 

An4  fhe  times  of  ibis  ignorance  God  winked  at ;  but  now 
commandet/j  all  men  every  where  to  repent* 

1  HIS  is  part  of  a  fermon  which  the 
Apodle  Paul  delivered  at  Athens.  The  Athenians 
were  the  mod  ingenious  and  moil  illuftrious  people 
of  Greece.  Situated  in  a  happy  climate,  and  blefled 
with  the  hightft  degree  of  liberty  which  mankind  caa 
enjoy,  they  bent  their  genius  to  tlie  cultivation  of  the 
fciences  and  arts.  Thefe  they  carried  to  fuch  a  pitch 
of  perfection,  as  gained  the  palm  from  the  contend- 
ing  world,  and  has  attraded  the  eyes  and  admiration 
of  all  fucceeding  ages.  But  to  ihow  the  darknefs 
and  the  ignorance  of  the  human  mind  when  not  en- 
lightened by  the  wifdom  which  cometh  from  above, 
as  foon  as  they  turned  themfelves  tb^ligion,  they 
.difplayed  nothing  but  their  own  abfurdiiies  and  fol- 
lies. In  place  of  a  rational  and  liberal  form  of  reli- 
gion, a  grofs  and  ftupid  idolatry  univerfally  prevailed ; 
in  place  of  the  true  God,  they  bowed  the  knee  to  a 
dumb  idol ;  and  inftead  of  the  worfhip  of  the  heart, 
confecrated  to  his  fervice  impure  and  profane  obfer- 
vances.  Zealous  to  deftroy  this  fabric  of  fuperftition, 
the  Apoftle  Paul,  riling  in  the  midft  of  an  affembly 
that  was  convened  on  the  hill  of  Mars,  reproved  thofe 
mafters  of  fcience,  thofe  lights  of  the  Heathen  world, 
with  the  boldnefs  and  the  majefty  of  an  apoftle  of 
E  £ 
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the  Lord.  "  Ye  men  of  Athens,  I  perceive  that  m 
*'  all  things  ye  are  too  fuperftitious  :-^the  times  of 
**  this  ignorance  God  winked  at  j  but  now  command- 
*'  eth  all  men  every  where  to  repent/' 

Repentance  towards  God  is  the  great  and  leading 
duty  enjoined  both  in  the  Old  and  in  the  New  Tef- 
tament.  Along  with  every  revelation  of  the  Divine 
will ;  along  with  every  new  commiffion  to  prophets 
and  holy  men  to  preach  this  Divine  will,  the  duty  of 
repentance  is  always  inculcated  in  the  ftrongeft  terms. 
The  patriarch  Noah  preached  repentance  to  the 
world  before  the  flood.  John  the  Baptift  began  his 
public  miniftry  by  preaching  the  doftrine  of  repent- 
ance. "  Except  ye  repent,  ye  ftiall  ^erifli,'*  was 
the  awful  denunciation  of  our  ^ord.  And  his  apof- 
tles  conftantly  began  or  ended  their  fermons  with  ex- 
hortations to  this  duty.  This  meflage,  fo  often  de« 
livered  to  the  world,.  Lj|M^  addref§  to  you ;  and  de- 
mand your  ferious  jpp^ntion  to  this  moft  important 
fubjeft.  And,  in  further  treating  upon  it,  I  fiiall,  in 
Xhtfirjl  place,  ^^^lain  to  you  the  nature  of  repent- 
ance; and,  Aw?//,;- Lay  before  you  the  motives 
which*  ougltf  to  influence  your  xtiinds  to  the  practice 
of  this  duty. 

lihcjirji  thing  propofeJ,  was.  To  explain  the  na- 
ture of  true  repentance. 

Repentance  unto  life,  as  it  is  well  defined  in  that 
excellent  fummary  of  theology,  the  Shorter  Cate- 
chifm,  is,  "  A  faving  grace,  whereby  a  fmner,  out  of 
**  a  true  fenfe  of  his  fin,  and  apprehenfion  of  the 
**  miercy  of  God  in  Chrift,  doth,  with  grief  and  ha- 
**  tred  of  his  fin,  turn  from  it  unto  God,  with  full 
**  purpofe  of,  and  endeavour  after,  new  obedience.'' 


**    .J 
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According  to  this  definition,  repentance  includes,yfjr/?)^ 
A  true  fenfe  of  fin  ;  ficond/y.  Grief  and  hatred  of  fin ; 
thirdly^  Apprehenfion  of  the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift, 
the  forfaking  of  fin,  and  endeayouring  after  ^ew  obe- 
dience. 

Firjij  A  true  fenfe  of  fin.    This  muft  be  the  ground-*^ 
work  of  all  the  reft,  becaufe  it*  is  impoffible  to  hatit 
what  we  do  not  feel.     It  is  impoffible  to  conceive  a  *  , 
hatred,  and  averfion  againft.a  thing  of  which  we  are  ^ 
not  fenfible,  or  to  flee  from  a  danger  of  which  we 
have  no  apprehenfion.     Where  there  is  no  fenfe  of 
fin,  therefore,  there  can  be  no  repentance.    Accord- 
ingly the  Pharifee,  who  trufted  in  himfelf  that  he. 
was  righteous,  was  too  proud,  even  when  he  was 
prating. ]|p  jGod,  to  confefs  any  guilt  of  his  own. 
**  God,  I  thank  thee,"  fay  %  he,  "  that  I  am  not  as 
**  othe'-  men  are.*'     He  was  itonfcjous,  it  feems,  of 
no  fin,  though  inwardly  Sail  of  r  ►u  vnnefs  and  hypoc- 
rify.     Such  infenfibility  S  a  certaisi  iign  of  a  harden- 
ed and  impenitent  heart,  jind  can  proceed  from  noth- 
ing but  a  grofs  and  concelteS  ign  n  ance,  a  wretched 
inconfideration,  or  a  long  coniliuiance  in  fin,  that 
has  rendered  the  confcience  callous  and  part  feeling. 
This  firft  ftep  of  repentaiicdi  foppofes  the  finner,  in 
the  firft  place,  to  be  feelingl)^ifl'cflL^d  with  a  fenfe  of 
his  fins ;  to  have  feis  mind  enlightened  and  his  con- 
fcieace  awak^^^^^the  word  of  God  ;  to  be  convin- 
ced from  then^^^Bie  irregularity  of  his  ways,  and 
«eir  contrarie^^^the  holinefs   of  the  Divine  na- 
lUFC,;  to  labour  under  the  load  of  his  guilt  j  and 
in^llJiLconfcioufnefs  of  his  own  ill  deferving,  to  be 
real^H^nk  under  the  number  and  the  weight  of 
bis  tnu^BEions^     Such  were  the  fentiments  of  Da- 
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vid's  heart,  and  fuch  the  confcffion  of  his  tongtie. 
**  I  acknowledge  my  tranfgreffion ;  my  fin  is  evef 
**  before  me ;  mine  iniquities  are  gone  over  my  head  ;• 
**  as  a  burden  they  are  too  heavy  for  me."  This 
fenfe  of  fin  is  often  accompanied  witli  tlie  emotions 
of  fear.  For  when  the  finner,  already  convided  in 
his  own  confcience,  begins  to  refleft  upon  his  pafl: 
life,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  look  up  to  God  whom 
he  has  offended,  and  forwards  to  eternity,  upon  the 
brink  of  which  he  daily  ftands  fliivering ;  what  a 
fpeftacle  of  terror  muft  this  be  to  a  man  who  has 
Been  long  fpiritually  blind,  and  whofe  eyes  are  but 
]uft  opened  to  fee  this  ftartling  fcene  f  And  behold, 
behind  him  a  formidable  troop  of  fins ;  fins  red  as 
crimfon,  and  numberlefs  as  the  fand  upon  the  fea- 
fhore  !  Above,  a  holy  and  a  juft  God,  the  Judge  of 
the  world,  armed  with  the  thunders  of  his  wrath  ! 
Before  him,  the  infernal  w6rld  difclofing  all  its  hor-- 
tors,  and  ready  to  iwallo w  him  up  in  perdition ! 
Boubtlefs  the  terrors  of  the  [.ord,  when  thus  fet  in 
array  againft  a  felf  condeiiiEicd  finner,  will  fill  him 
with  fear  and  difmay,  efpecially  when  he  confider^ 
'that  God  is.greater  thaa  hrs  heart,  and  knoweth  all 
things.  ^^^ 

The/econd  Hep  or  repentance » is  being  affefted 
with  a  grief  and  hatred  of  fin.  'n^^ormer  was  a 
felfifh  feeling  j  this  is  a  generoul^Mftn.  The  for- 
mer  refpe&s  fin  as  ruinous  to  th^  (inner}  this  re- 
gards it  as  offenfive  to  God.  WfiM  the  penitent  is 
already  affeded  with  a  deep  fenfe  ^  of  the  danejer  of 
his  fin,  how  will  it  wound  his  mind,  and  pie^B|iim 
to  the  heart,  to  confider  that  he  has  not^PfbeeO' 
long  an  enemy  to  himfelf,  but  alfo  aflpemyto' 
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God  ;  to  confider  that  he  has  trefpaffed  fo  hr  upon 
infinite  goodnefs ;  that  he  has  dallied  fo  long  with 
infinite  juftice ;  that  he  has  mifpent  the  precious  tal- 
ents committed  to  him  of  Heaven ;  that  he  has  abu- 
fed  the  faculties  of  his  immortal  foul ;  that  he  has 
been  defacing  the  irnag^  of  God  his  maker ;  and 
that  with  his  own  hands  he  has  been  excluding  him^ 
felf  from  happinefs,  from  heaven,  and  from  the  pref- 
\  ence  of  the  Lord.  Thefe,  and  fuch  alarming 
»  thoughts,  pierce  to  the  dividing  afunder  of  foul  and 
fpirit }  enough  to  conftrain  the  forrowful  penitent  to 
lift  up  his  eyes  in  the  midft  of  his  torment,  and  to 
cry  out  with  Job  in  the.  bitternefs  of  his  foul,  "  I 
**  have  finned,  and  what  Ihall  I  anfwer  to  thee,  O 
*'  thou  Preferver  of  men  ?  Alas !  the  arrows  of  the 

I**  Almighty  are  within  me !   the  poifon   of  them 
**  drinketh  up  my  fpirit.     But  what  grieves  me  moft 
"  is,  that  I  have  offended  thee,  the  Author  of  my 
•*  life,  and  the  Preferver  of  my  being  j  that  I  have 
^'  finned  againft  fo  much  goodnefs,  and  provoked  fuch 
**  tender  mercy.     Mine  iniquities  deferve  thy  wratb 
<<  and  vengeance.     But  thy  goodnefs  reacheth  from 
'    j    •'  heaven  to  earth.     Thy  mercy,  like  thyfelf,  is  infi- 
'    **  nite.    Let  this  remorfe  which  I  now  feel,  be  the 
**  only  punifhment  of  my  fin ;  and  let  me  not  be  fi- 
**  nally  delivered  over  to  the  tormentors.    This  I  re- 
"  quefl  and  pray  on  account  of  the  merit  of  my  Rc- 
\        ^*  deemer.    His  righteoufnefsis  alUfufficient  and  mer- 
V      *'  itorious.     By  it  may  I  obtain  favour  and  accept* 
•*  ance  with  thee,  and  be  tranflated  from  the  king- 
**  dom  of  darknefs  into  the  kingdom  of  God." 
A  The  third  ftep  in  repentance  towards  God,  is  an 

^       apprehenfion  of  the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift,  and  a 
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forfaking  of  fin.  This  is  properly  an  ad  qF  £altb# 
Faith  and  repentance  are  twin  graces  of  the  foul, 
and  can  never  be  feparated.  True  repentance  in- 
cludes faith,  and  true  faith  includes  repentance. 
The  mercy  of  God  through  a  Redeemer  being  pro- 
claimed in  the  Gofpel,  and  a  niew  and  living  way  to 
ihe  holieft  of  all  being  fet  open  by  the  blood  of  Je- 
fus,  the  true  penitent  flies  for  refuge  to  the  hope  fet 
before  him,  and  lays  hold  on  eternal  life.  He  for- 
fakes  his  fms,  and  walks  in  newnefs  of  life.  He  be- 
gins with  alacrity  to  run  the  race  fet  before  him,  and 
feels  to  his  bleffed  experience,  that  the  ways  of  wif- 
dom  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  that  all  her  paths 
aire  peace.  This  is  the  crowning  a£t  of  true  repent- 
ance, and  the  teft  of  its  fincerity.  That  is  not  true  ' 
repentance,  when  the  finner,  after  feeling  fome  com- , 
pundions  of  mind,  fome  touches  of  remorfe,  forms  \ 
a  few  feeble  refolutions,  which  he  breaks  at  the  firft  ' 
approach  of  temptation.  He  is  not  a  true  penitent, 
who,  after  mourning  over  his  old  fins,  begins  a  new 
courfe  of  wickednefs.  1  his  is  only  changing  one  fin 
for  another.  A  man  who  has  fpent  his  youth  in  pro« 
fufion  and  extravagance,  may  devote  his  riper  years 
to  avarice  and  the  cares  of  the  world.  Such  a  per- 
fon  is  indeed  a  different  man,  but  he  is  not  a  penitent. 
In  like  manner,  a  perfon  who  has  been  at  the  head 
of  the  follies  and  the  vices  of  the  world,  who  has  ta- 
'ken  the  lead  in  ail  faOiionable  and  criminal  gratifica-^ 
tions,  may  grow  tired  of  fuch  a  courfe  of  life,  as  hu- 
man nature  will  tire  of  every  thing  :  fuch  a  perfon 
may  take  a  fit  of  devotion,  and  ruih  info  a  variety  of 
gloomy  fuperditioas  and  fcverities  ;  but  this  is  not 
true  repentance.    This  is  only  paffing  from  one  error 
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to  another.  Thia  is  only  giving  a  different  direction 
to  your  paffions.  Repentance  muft  effeft  a  thorough 
change,  or  it  is  no  repentance  at  alL  Neither  is  he 
a  true  penitent,  who,  after  being  affefted  with  re- 
morfe  for  fin,  falls  into  the  fame  coQrfe  again ;  who 
is  always  finning  and  always  repenting ;  and  who 
goes  on  in  a  fad  circle  of  making  refolutions,  and 
breaking  them  as  foon  as  they  are  made.  I'rue  re- 
pentance is  repentance  from  dead  works  to  ferve  the 
living  God.  It  confifts  in  confefling  and  forfaking 
our  fins.  It  confifts  in  denying  ungodlinefs  and 
worldly  lufts,  and  abounding  in  the  fruits  of  right- 
eoufnefs  unto  eternal  life. 

I  do  not  mean  by  this,  that  any  man  in  this  life  is 
altogether  free  from  fin.  Imperfedions  cleave  to 
the  bed.  Who  can  fay  that  he  has  made  his  hands 
clean,  or  his  heart  pure  ?  Good  men  oftentimes  may 
be  off  their  guard ;  they  may  be  furprifed  in  the  hour 
of  temptation,  and  be  overtaken  in  a  fault ;  but  they 
will  never  fin  upon  a  plan ;  they  will  never  make  a 
fyftem  of  iniquity  ;  they  will  not  deliberately  concert 
plots  of  wickednefs  upon  their  beds,  and  rife  up  to 
execute  with  warmth  what  they  have  contrived  with 
coolnefs.  The  grace  of  God  does  not  aft  by  fits  and 
flarts  ;  is  not  a  tranfient  but  an  abiding  principle. 
The  Chriflian  is  fixed  and  immoveable,  and  abound* 
ing  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  He  is  not  of  thofe 
apoftates,  mentioned  by  the  Apoftle  Jude,  who  refem* 
ble  the  morning  clouds^  that  are  ever  varying  their 
form,  and  are  carried  about  with  every  wind  :  who 
refemble  wandering  ftars,  to  whom  is  referved  the 
blacknefs  of  darknefs  for  ever.  But  he  advances  from 
flrength  to  flrength  j  his  path  is  like  the  light  of  thg 
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morning,  which  ^neth  more  and  more  unto  the.per^ 
fe£k  day. 

Ther«  18  one  other  part  of  repentance  which  I  have 
not'  yet  mentioned,  and  which  merits  your  ferious 
attention ;  that  h,  making  reiUtution  andreparation^ 
as  far  as  lies  in  your  power,  for  the  ewls  you  have 
done.  *^  If  I  haye  wronged  any  man,*'  faid  Zac- 
feheue^wheahe  repented, "  lo  I  reftorc  him  fourfold.  '^ 
Hive  you*  wronged  any  man  in  his  property  ?  Have 
yc)U  taken  away  his  goods  ?  Make  reftitution.  Have 
you  wronged  any  man  in  his  reputation  ?  Have  you 
taken  away  his  good  name  ?  Make  reparation:  coa* 
iek  that  you  wete  a  defamer :  confefs  that  you  were 
^  liar.  Have  you  offended  and  injured  any  one  ? 
Alk  his  forgivenefs.  Let  no  faUe  Ihame  header  you 
from  doing  your  duty.-  You  have  good  caufe  to  be 
afhamed.  Be  aiways  Earned  to  oSend  $  but  never 
blufh,  for  your  returning' virtue.  Let  no  faife  fhame, 
therefore,  no  foolifh  obftiiiacy,  no  pride  of  lieart, 
prevent  you  from  a  thorough  reformation.  Better 
be  expofed  to  fhame  here,  than  be  doonied  hereafter 
'to  everlafting  pains. 

The  yi'^wif^/ thing  prcpofed,  was.  To  lay  before  yo^ 
the  motives  to  repentance. 

And,  in  the  /f)4  place.  The  fupetior  light  and  in- 
formation derived  to  ^the  world  by  the  Chriftian  re« 
ligion,  concerning  the  rule  of  righteoufnefs  accord* 
jng  to  which  w^  ought  to  condudour  lives,  fuggefts 
a  ftrong  motive  and  inducement  to  repentance. 
God  indeed  never  left  himfelf  without  a  witnefs  in 
*the  world.  He  made  the  firmament  bright  with  his 
glory,  and  commanded  the  heavens  with  all  their 
hoft  to  declare  his  handiwork.    "With  his  own  finger. 
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he  infcribed  the  laws  of  juftice  and  of  virtue  upox^ 
the  heart  of  man.  Attentive  to  this  voice  of  Go4 
within,  and  ailifted  by  thofe  imprei&ons  of  Divinity 
without,  the  moral  teachers  among  the  Gentiles 
ftruck  out  many  ufeful  difcoveries,  and  taught  many 
valuable  leflbns^of  wifdom  to  the  world.  They  wan-^ 
dered  not  in  the  dark  concerning  the  elTeatiala  of 
natural  religion.  They  were  not  ignorant  of  the 
chief  duties  of  life*  The  invifibie  things  of  God^ 
even  his  eternal  power  axid  Godhead,  they  difcover- 
ed  by  the  works  of  creation ;  and  having  the  law  of 
nature  written  in  their  hearts,  they  were  a  law  unto 
themfelves.  But  the  defed  which  they  laboured  un« 
der,  was  the  want  of  authority  to  enforce  the  difcov* 
eries  which  they  made,  and  the  want  of  a  proper 
fan&ion  to  the  rules  of  life  which  they  eftabliihed. 
When  keen  and  violent,  the  paiHons  of  men  puili 
them  forward ;  they  will  not  be  reftrained  by  the 
voice  of  reafon  and  philofophy.  On  thefe  ocpafions, 
men  will  reply  to  fuch  an  inftru£tor,  '^  Who  gave 
'^  thee  a  commiifion  to  teach  and  reform  the  world  ? 
^*  Did  the  voice  of  Heaven  come  to  thine  .ears  ?  Who 
^'  invefted  thee  with  authority  and  dominion  over 
^^  the  mind  ?  Who  appointed  thee  inftruflor  of  the 
*^  nations,  and  legiflator  of  the  moral  world  ?''  The 
heathen  teaches  could  pretend  to  no  fuch  authority. 
But  Jefus  of  Nasareth  was  invefted  with  a  divine 
commiffion.  He  defcended  from  heaven  to  teach 
the  will  of  God  upon  earth.  He  performed  mira^ 
x:les  in  cofirmation  of  his  religion.  He  fet  the  feal 
of  heaven  to  the  do^brines  which  he  taught,  an4 
guarded  die  laws  which  he  eftabliih^d  with  the  fane- 
don  of  rewards  and  puniihment3.  Such  was  the  d}^ 
F  p 


ference  betwixt  a  human  tfeacher  and  a  prophet  tf 
the  Lord;  and  fuch  ought  to  be  the  difference  be* 
twixt  the  Hves  of  heathens  and  the  condtiQ:  of  Chrif- 
tians.  What  fignifies  the  fupef  idr  excellency  of  your 
religion,  unlefs  its  fuperiority  appear  iA  your  life? 
What  avails  the  light  to  you,  if  ye  continue  to  walk 
in  >  darknefs  ?  Unlefs  ye  repent,  it  had  been  better 
for  you  that  the  kingdom  of  €rod  had  never  come 
amongft  you.  If  ye  ftill  walk  in  the  region  and  (had- 
ow  of  death,  it  had  been  better  that  the  Day-fpring 
from  on  high  had  never  rifcn  over  your  benighted 
land^  The  heathens  ihall  rife  up  in  judgment 
againft  you,  and  ihall  condemn  you.  It  ihall  be 
more  tolerable  in  the  day  of  judgment  for  the  inhab- 
itants of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  thofe  cities  of  iin, 
thofe  monuments  of  the  vengeance  bf  God  to  all 
fucceeding  times ;  •  itA^H  bcnio^e  tolerable  for  thefe, 
than  for  thoife  wicked  €hriffi6tri,  \rfio  have  difre- 
garded  the  v6ice  wfikh  iJwKe  from^heaven;  who 
have  profaned  thait^  hleSkd  ■  ijiame'  by  which  they 
were  caUed ;  and  i^hd^bfy  their  dWlinacy  and  impen- 
itence, have  counted  the  Mood  of  the  t!bvenant 
wherewith  they  were  Ikn^iied  ^n  unholy  thing. 

Afecond  motive  and  encoUragemirnt  to  repentance, 
is  the  hope  and  profped  of  fuceei^.  Before  the  in- 
troduftion  of  Chriftiomity,  when  the  world  lay  in 
darknefs  as  well  as  in  wkkednefs,  a  fenle  of  guilt 
burdening  the  confcience,  and  a  dread  of  future  |)un^ 
iftiment  as  confeqitent  upon  that  guilt,  drove  th)b  ita« 
tmns  to  a  variety  of  expedients,  itk  order  to  avert  the 
Vengieanoe  of  Heaven,  and  make  an  atonement  fyi 
their  iins!  Hence  vaffious  ritps  and  ceremoii3ld!^^n^^ 
Inftiitited.  • '  Hence  fo  many  lacrifice*  were  6S6tid^Pf 
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and  fo  much  blood  was  flied^     Reafon  indeed  couldt 
have  told  them  th^t  thefe  meaas  were  unavailable  y 
that  th^lood  of  bulls  and  of  goats,  and  the  aflies  of 
a.  heifer^  could  never  take  away  (in.     But  reafon 
could  not  aflure  them^  that  any  other  meao^,  thai 
even  their  repentance^  would  be  effedual  to  that  end« 
Here  Revelation  fteps  in  to  our  aid.    The  Gofpel' 
afliires  us,  that  the  wrath  of  God  is  notonly  averted^ 
from  men,  that  He  is  not  only  reconciled,  but^aUb 
that  he  is  a  God  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  world  un- 
to himfelf.     The  gate  of  mercy  is  fet  open  by  thd 
blood  of  Jefus ;  and  an  inheritance  that  is  incorrupt 
tible,  undefiled  and  that  iadeth  not  away  is  promUk 
ed  to  all  thofe  who  fincerely  repeat  of  their  iins§  to 
all  who  believe  and  obey  the  GofpeL    He  that  cony 
fefiet^  and  leturne^h  ihaU  find  raiercy*     The  facrifi-* 
ces  of  God  are  a  broken  heart  and  a  contrite  fpirit ; 
a  broken  and.  a  coni^td  heart  the  Lord  will  not  de- 
ipiie.     Thus  Taith  the  high  and  lofty  One  that  inhab- 
iteth  eternity,  ^'  whofe  name  is  Holy,  I  dwell  in  the 
^*  high  and  holy  place,  with  him  alfo  that  is  of  a  hum* 
«<  ble  and  a  contrite  fpdrit,  and  who  trembleth  at  my 
"  word*"     Seeing  then  that  the  favour  of  God,  and 
all  the  bleifingsr^of  the  new  covenant,  arepromifed  to 
true  repentance,  will  yOi»  by  your  impenitence  and 
unbelief  cut  yonrlelves  off  altom   thefe  bleffings  i 
When  fuch  ftrong  cf>nfolation4s  offered,  will  you  not 
fly  for  refiige  to  th^  4)^e  fel  before  you  P  Whw 
i  beav^i  is  opened  for^youf^^eptiem,  wiU  you  refufe 
to  enter  in?  When  the  fri«it^iE^  the,  tree  of  life  are 
prefented  to  you,  will  yon  not  put  fofth  your  hand^ 
and  take  and  eat  and  Uve  for  ever  ?  r    ' 
J^ /^>4^  motive  tq  repentance  is  thi^  aiSi^oe  of 
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the  Spirit  whicli  the  aofpcl  offer$,      Chriftianity  i^ 
called  the  minHtration  of  the  Spirit;*      The  effufioa 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft  upon  the 
4poftle&»  which  enabled  thetn  to  fpeak  all  languages 
Kfid  to  wcMrk  miracles^  was  extraordinary,  and  in- 
tended to  ceafii  with  that  age4      But  the  heavenly 
Comforter  ftill  abides  with  all  the  diiciples  of  Chrift,    A 
to  guide  them  into  all  truth,  and  ineline  them  to  the 
pjrafitjce  of  every  duty.      The  prophet  Zechariah^A 
fpretelling  the  glory  of  the  latter  days^or  times  of  the 
Mefliah,  fays,  *<  It  fliall  come  to  pafs  in  thofe  days, 
^f  that  I  will  pour  out  upon  the  houfe  of  David,  and 
*f  jup^m  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,   the  fpirit  of 
^f,  >^a(^  and  of  fupplications,  and  they  Aall  look  upon 
*4ime  whom  they  have  pierced^  and  they  (hall  mourn^ 
*^.  aad  be  in  bitter^fs**'     The  fpirit  of  grace  and  of 
fupplication  then  poured  out  abusidwtly,  fhall  im« 
prefft  m^en  withibrro^  and  ^Oli^if  itjon  ^or  their  fin  ; 
Ihall  incline  thepi  to    repouiK^  their  former  fin^* 
fill  ways,  to-  rppent  of  their  paft  traafgreffions, 
and  io  walk  in    newnefs  of  life*     This  operation- 
of  the  THvine,  Spirit  upon,  the  mind^  does  not 
impel  men  to  .^on  by  mechapiiCjal  influence,  and 
obftrufib  the  exercifis  of  their  natural  powers.    The 
grace  of  God  does  not  turn  man  into  a  machine.  It 
draws  him,  as  the^oripturi^  happily  exprefies  it, with 
the  cords  of  lo^,  And  with  the  bands  of  a  man.    k 
aii^s  in  fucb  a  n^MUUsr^s  k  adapted  to  the  powers 
of  a  rational  ibeiB^  suhI  to  the  liberty  of  a  free  a«^ 
gffttr  .  When  JVich  gracious » aids  are  offered  to  u«^ 
livbea  lh»  Spirit  of   God  Urives  in  order  to  te^, 
claim  and  inform  us,  it  muft  be  a  high  ftggi^v««> 
UoAir^f,  lowr  Hiniekediiefs  ta  r^ft  his  (^eratic«tf» 


Mid  by  our  hardnefs  at>d  Impfeiitence 'of  hearti: 
to  treafure  up  wrath  agaiiift  the  day  of  \vrath,  "*  ^ 
and  revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of 
God.  What  tnore  could  the  good  hulbandmail 
have  done  to  his  vineyard  than  he  has  done  ?  He  calli 
upon  you  to  repentance  by  the  voice  of  nature ;  he 
calls  you  by  the  voice  of  reafon  ;  he  calls  you  by  the 
voice  of  Providence  ;  he  calls  you  by  the  voice 
which  fpake  from  heaven  :  he  fends  down  his  Holy 
Spirit  to  fecond  thefe  Divine  calls,  to  help  your  in- 
firmities, to  enlighten  your  darknefs,  to  ftrengthen 
your  feeble  powers,  and  to  work  in  you  both  to  will 
and  to  do  that  which  is  his  good  pleafure.  Not  on- 
ly does  he  prepare  the  crown  of  glory,  but  he  alfo 
affifts  you  to  fight  the  good  fight,  and  to  finifli  your 
courfe,  that  you  may  obtain  that  6rown.  Not  6nly 
does  he  open  'the  heavens  to  receive  you,  but  he  al- 
fo  ftretches  out  his  h^ttds  fo  coridua  you  thither. 
And  if,  after  all,  ycyu  f^fift  hii  Holy  Spirit ;  if  yon 
countifinrtifk  his  faving -plan  ;  if  you  defeat  the  ef- 
forts of  mercy,  the  labors  of  heaven  ufed  for  your 
recovery,  your  guilt  is  upon  your  own  head,  your  ru- 
in is  owing  to  yoirrfelves,  vi^ith  your  own  hand  you 
pufb  yourfelves  over  the  brink  into  the  pit  bf  uttef 
perdition.  * 

In  the  fourth  place,  as  an  inducement  to  repent* 
amce,  confider  the  croft  of  Chrift,  who  fuflPered  thfe 
puniftment  due  to  our  fins.  How  grteat  mull  be  tliW 
evil  df  fin,  and  how  ftrong  the  obligatidn  for  u#  tS 
repent  of  our  fins,  when  fuch  a  facrifice  "^^i  re^ui-l 
rtd  in  order  to  expiate  our  guilt,  a:nd  atone  th^  wrath' 
of  Ifcaven.  Burnt-offerings,  thoufaftds  of"  i*ams; 
uni  teittboufands  of  rivers  of  oil,  the  firft-b«ra 'ot^ 
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fered  up  for  the  tranfgreffions  the  fruit  of  the  body: 
for  the  fm  of  the  foul,  could  not  fuffice.  The 
i>inb  of  God  could  alone  take  atiray  the  fin  of  the 
virpifid.  Look  then  on  him  whom  thou  hafl:  pier- 
g;4>i  ^P^  mourn.  Every  groan  that  he  utters,  ev- 
^xf  t^ar  that  ]xe  ihcds,  every  drop  of  blood  that  he 
.  ppq^s,  qalls  thee  to  repentance.  View  him  ftretched 
out, on  the  crofs,  groaning  under  the  pains  of  death, 
inclining  his  blelTed  head,and  addreffing  his  laft  words 
to  you, ".  Sinaers,behold  your  Saviour  !  behold  him 
V  who  was  perfecuted  by  Satan  and  by  wicked  men  ; 
^^  bifhold  him  who  was  forfaken  by  God  j  behold 
V,jjhis  head  which  was  crowned  with  thorns  ;  be- 
<'.:^old  thefehands  which  were  nailed  to  the  tree ;  be« 
^'  }>old  this,  fide  which  was  wounded,  with  thefpear  ; 
'*  behold  the  blood  thptj^o^ys  from  every  part ;  fin- 
"  ner,it  was  flied  fpirjft^  !'*  Canft  thou,  O  man  ! 
behold  that  fct^ewithgut  emotion  ?  Canft  thou  con- 
tinue impqujient  in  the  praftice  pf  thofe  fins,  which 
brought  thy  Sa,vf.oi^r  to  that  painful  and  ignominous 
death  ?  ,       - 

Lqfily^  It  is  another  ifiptive  to  repeptat^ce,  that  God 
'/  has  .appointed  a  dayin.the  which  He  will  judge  the 
*^  world/'  a8i§  pjentipned  intheverfe  following  the 
t^xt.  That  the  fopl  of  man  iurvives  the  body,  that 
there  is. $1  ftate  of  jre^rds  and  puniihments  beyond 
tl^e  giray^y  has  beqnxhe  gp^ers^  t^plief  among  allna* 
t^pi^.^  Tefliixjpni^s^  of  this  truth  every  where  a- 
bound.  J  Whether  we  turn  to  the  eaftor  to  the  wefl^ 
whether  i?e  cpnfult  the  hiitory  of  ancient  or  of  mod« 
ern  tim^  ;  whether  ^e  liften  to  the  account^  of  t}^ 
old  wofldoy  of  the  new,  we  are  prefented  wi;tkp^ap^ 
a^d^^videncesoftlus important do^me.,^  QfJF^f^ 
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opinion  came  to  be  fo  general,  as  to  form  an  articl^ 
in  the  popular  creed  of  all  nations,  is  a  queftiom  of 
foimc  difficulty.  To  thofe  -who  have  no  guide  btit 
the  light  of  nature,  and  who  have  no  fupernatural 
aids  to  affift  the  efforts  of  their  own  underftanding; 
the  arguments  on  both  fides  feem  to  be  fo  equally 
balanced,  that,  upon  principles  of  reafonihg,  k  ii 
almoft  impoffibletd  come  to  any  determination. 
But,  in  all  inquiries  concerning  hunlan  natiir^^wfe' 
ought  to  attend  to  the  heart  more  than  to  theunder- 
ftanding.  Man  is  oftener  guided  by  fentiment  and 
feeling,  than  by  abftraOireafoning.  Almighty  God 
hath  endowed  us  with  a  fenfe  of  moral  good  Btvd 
eviL  He  hath  placed  within  us  a  principle  of  con- 
fcience,  which  pafleth  judgment  upon  human  Ac- 
tions, approving  the  good,  and  condemning  the  bad. 
This  tells  ns,  that  iti  the  Divihe  adminiftration  it 
ought  to  b^  well  with  the  righteous  and  ill*  with  the 
Wicked.  In  con!firmation  of  this,  we"  fee  that  by  the 
original  appointment  of  Heaven,  and  in  the  daily 
courfe  of  Providence,  there  is  no  peace  to  the  wick- 
ed, attd  that  they  have  gttkt  peace  tirho  love  the 
laws  of  the  Lord.  At  the  faime  time,  we  frequently 
obferve  in  the  courfe  of  human  affairs,  that  the  lot 
of  the  wicked  falls  to  the  righteous.  We  fee  many 
inftances  inltfeof  good  men  depreffed,and  of  bad  men 
exalted  ;  of  vice  holding  a  fceptte,  arid  virtue  pi- 
mag  in  chains.  How  often  have  tee  Teetl  the  beft  of; 
men  reduced  to  eat  the  bread  ofTdrroW,  and  rfrink' 
the  waters  of  affliaiori,  whilft  ifie  woTthlelfs'  ariS'  tiie 
ififamous  have  rioted  in  the  abundance  '^of  tff^V  ^ritf 
enJdjfW' what  their  hearts  iiouH Hvifh.  "^  Wh^iftufeii^ 
fteiWaitr  preftnted  to*oor  eye^l&tiif  h^irtfff^^'iffft.'^ 
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in  us.  Shall  it  always  continue  thus,  we  fay  within 
ourfelves,  ihall  it  always  continue  thus  in  a  world 
that  is  governed  by  God  ?  Shall  oppreifed  righteouf- 
oefs  never  be  taken  into  the  proteSion  of  Provi- 
dence, and  triumphant  wickednefs  never  fall  under 
his  cenfure  ?  Shall  the  cry  of  the  innocent,  of  the 
oppreffed,  and  of  the  perfecutcd,  never  reach  the 
throne  of  juflice  ?  Are  the  wrongs  and  grievances 
of  the  good  and  the  righteous,  the  wrongs  and  griev- 
ances which  they  fuffered  in  the  caufe  of  goodnefs 
and  of  righteoufnefs,  never  to  be  redreffed  ?  Iswick* 
ednefs  finally  to  triumph  over  oppreifed  virtue  y  to 
triumph  over  the  laws  of  nature  ;  to  triumph  over 
the  providence  of  Heaven  ?  Will  the  time  never 
come  when  the  Almighty  (hall  rife  from  his  throne 
to  adjuft  and  reftify  the  aflfairs  of  the  moral  world  ? 
If  not  in  this,  certainly  in  fome  future  ftate,  he  will 
aflume  thp  part  of  a  Judge,  to  reward  the  juft,  and 
to  take  vengeance  upon  the  wicked. 

All  this  has  at  laft  been  fully  revealed.  It  was  referv- 
ed  to  the  divine  Prophet  who  came  from  the  bofom 
of  the  Father,  to  bring  life  and  immortality  to  light 
by  his  GofpeL  He  taught  that  God  had  appointed 
a  day  in  which  he  was  to  judge  the  world  ;  that  the 
dead  were  to  be  raifed,  and  all  that  ever  lived  upon 
the  earth  to  appear  at  his  tribunal.  Of  this  doc** 
trine  he  gave  affurance  unto  all  men  by  his  own  ret 
urredion  from  the  dead  y  and  as  furely  as  he  arofe, 
(hall  we  at  the  time  appointed  arife.  When  thd 
myftery  of  God  is  fimfhed,the  laft  trumpet  will  found. 
The  voice  of  th^  Son  of  God  will  pierce  the  caverns 
of  the  tomb,  vidll  be  heard  over  the  kingdoms  of  the 
dead,  will  reanimate  the  afhef  of  thoufands  9f  genc^ 
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MtipftS»'  wd  £ft  aa  aflembled  world  at  the  feat  qf 
ju4g9ient.  By  the  unalterable  appointoient  of 
Heaven,  every  thing  has  its  period.  The  cedar  of 
Lebanon  fades  away  like  the  leaf  upon  its  top.  Leb* 
anon  itfelf  decays  in  the  courfe  of  years.  States  and 
empires  have  their  day,  like  mortal  man.  Limits  are 
let  to  time,  and  the  world  has  its  laft  hour.  A  few 
generations  more  having  pafled  away^theday  comes 
which  God  hath  appointed  to  judge  the  world  ;  the 
great  day  for  which  all  other  days  have  revolved. 
When  this  period  approaches,  heaven  opens  wide 
its  everlafting  doors,  and  behold  the  Judge  comes 
forth  !  he  comes  in  the  glory  of  his  Father  ;  in  the 
effulgence  of  unveiled  Divinity  he  comes,  attended 
with  all  the  hoft  of  heaven  !  Before  him  the  harbin- 
ger of  his  appearance,  the  deftroying  angel  of  nature 
defcends,  cloathed  with  a  cloud,  having  his  face 
like  the  fun,  and  his  feet  like  pillars  of  fire.  He  fets 
his  right  foot  upon  the  fea,  and  his  left  foot  upon 
the  earth  ;  he  lifts  up  his  hand  to  heaven,  and 
fwears  "  by  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  that 
"  time  (hall  be  no  more  !"  As  the  doom  of  nature  is 
denounced,  the  thunders  of  heaven  for  the  1^(1  time 
^tter  their  voices }  the  laws  of  nature  are  dilToIved  ; 
the  ftars  fall  from  the  firmament ;  the  moon  is  turn- 
ed into  blood  ;  and  that  fun,  whofe  beams  you  now 
behold,  finks  in  the  darknefs  of  eternal  night ;  the 
earth  hears  its  laft  fentence,  and  fhakes  to  the  centre ; 
the  four  corners  of  the  world  hear  it  ;  all  that  are 
glive  hear  it;  all  the  dead  hear  it,  and  live  ;  from  the 
prefence  of  their  Creator,  the  heavens  depart  like  a 
fcroU  rolling  itfelf  together ;  the  earth  vanifhes^and 
there  is  no  place  found  for  it ;  every  mountain  and  ev- 
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ery  ifland  is  fled ;  creation  fades  away  to  giv6  place  to 
uncreated  glory  ;  the  great  tribunal  is  ere^f  d  ;  the 
books  are  opened  ;  the  Judge  defcends  ;  the  world 
is  aflenibled  ;  the  fentence  is  pronounced  ;  the  fen* 
tence  is  executed  :  down  to  the  prifon  of  darkneft 
and  defpair,  the  habitation  of  unquenchable  and  ev- 
erlafHng  fire,  the  wicked  are  driven,  where,  bound  in 
chains,  they  feel  the  torment  of  the  worm  that  never 
dies,  and  fuffer  in  the  flames  of  the  lake  whofe  fmoke 
afcendeth  up  for  ever  and  ever  ;  whilil  enthroned  in 
glory  above,  and  adorned  with  the  beauties  of  im- 
mortality, the  righteous  afcend  with  their  Lord, 
and,  approaching  to  the  fountain  of  life,  partake  of 
thofe  pleafures  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  which  (hall 
occupy  and  animate  the  praifes  of  eternity. 

Let  me  now  alkyou,my  brethren.  Do  you  believe 
what  you  have  now  heard  ?  Do  you  believe  that  there 
is  a  judgment  to  come,  and  that  each  of  you  fhall 
bear  a  part  in  that  tremendous  fcene  ?  I  appeal  to  a 
witnefs  that  cannot  lie.  I  appeal  to  your  own  con- 
duct. Do  you  live  and  a£t  in  fuch  a  manner  as  be- 
comes thofe  who  have  one  day  to  anfwer  for  their 
lives  and  their  a&ions  ?  Is  your  converfation  in 
Heaven,  from  whence  you  look  for  the  Saviour  and 
the  Judge  ?  Are  your  loins  girt  about,  your  lamps 
burning,  and  you  yourfelves  like  unto  men  who  wait 
for  the  coming  of  their  Lord  ?  Were  the  general 
judgment  now  to  begin,  were  thefe  heavens  to 
open^  and  the  fign  of  the  Son  of  Man  to  appear  over 
head,  tould  you  face  his  tribunal  ?  Coutd  you  lift 
up  yotnr  heads  with  confidence  and  joy  amidft  the 
ruinis  of  nature,  dnd  the  crafh  of  a  dilTolving  world  f 
If  not,  I  call  upon  you  to  repent,  and  to  reform  your 


\irtS4  Tea  ate  MU  undar  tfa^  adtlliidftratiolii  of 
grace,  and  have  the  hope  of  glory  fet  before  you. 
He^en  tad  immortotlity  a>t  ia  your  4iSer.,  Ood 
gracioufly  calls  you  to  repentance  aod  neinrnfe  of 
life.  The  Spirit  helps  your  infirmities,  and  drives 
to  conquer  the  ilubbornnefs  of  your  fpirits.  But  he 
mil  not  always  thus  wait  to  be  gracious.  Your  day 
of  grace  does  not  laft  for  ever.  If  mercy  reclaims 
you  not,  yottate  delivered  over  to  the  hands  of  juf- 
tice*  If  you  reject  the  golden  fceptre  when  it  is 
hdd  out  to  yoa,  a  rod  of  iron  fucceeds  to  deftroy  the 
children  of  difobedience.  Repent  you  muft,  in  one 
form  or  other*  If  your  fins  aifed  you  not  with  for- 
row  and  contrition  here,  they  will  fill  you  with  una- 
vailable remorfe  and  defpair  hereafter.  Tou  mud 
either  be  affected  with  the  kindly  emotions  of  that 
repentance  which  is  unto  life,  or  be  tormented  with 
the  ftings  of  the  worm  that  never  dies. 

Knowing  thefe  terrors,  we-radeavour  txiperfuade 
men.  Happy  for  men,  if  chey  would  endeavour  to 
be  perfuaded  !  If  thefe  things,  my  brethren,  which 
you  have  been  now  hearing,  be  true  ;  if  it  be  true 
that  we  ihall  be  raifed  up  at  the  lafl  day  ;  that  the 
day  of  judgment  (hall  as  furely  arife  as  this  morning 
arofe,  in  obedience  to  laws  which  can  no  more  fail  to 
bring  it  forth  than  the  fun  could  this  morning  re* 
fiofe  to  rife  at  the  command  of  its  Creator  ;  if  it  be 
true  that  all  of  us  who  are  here  afTembled  fhall  be 
aflemfaled  again  around  the  judgment  feat  of  God  ; 
if  it  be  true  that  this  is  our  only  flate  of  probation, 
and  that  life  and  death  are  now  in  our  choice,  that 
heaven  and  hell  are  now  fet  before  us  j  if  thefe 
things  be  true,  (and  true  they  are,  otherv^ife  this 
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book  is  a  colledioa  of  fables,)  if  thefe  tbings  be  true, 
then,  O  my  brethren,  ttrhat  manner  of  peifons  ought 
we  to  be  !— then,  O  my  God,  what  manner  of  per* 
fons  ought  we  to  be  ! ^   . 


M    ' 
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n  Cor*  vi.  2. 

''^Beholdy  now  is  the  accepted  time  ;  behold^  now  is  the 
day  of  falvation.    - 

1  HERE  is  not  a  man  upon  the  earth  but 
who  has  fome  fenfe  of  religion  upon  his  mind,  and 
intends  one  day  or  another  to  work  out  his  falvation. 
When  we  look  into  the  world,  we  find  that  all  men 
are  juft  about  to  reform.  However  loofe  in  their 
principles,  however  profligate  in  their  lives,  they  fe- 
rioufly  purpofe  to  amend  their  condud,  and  the  fin- 
ner  of  today  refolves  to  be  a  faint  tomorrow.  See* 
ing  then  that  all  men  are  fo  favourably  difpofed  to« 
wards  religion  ;  feeing  that  all  men  are  in  eameft 
one  day  to  repent ;  how  does  it  come  to  pafs  that  fo 
many  men  never  repent ;  that  fuch  multitudes  live 
and  die  in  their  fins  ?  It  is  becaufe  they  delay  their 
repentance  ;  it  is  becaufe  they  put  off  the  day  of 
falvation  ;  becaufe  they  begin  not  a  courfe  of  refor* 
mation,  but  are  only  about  to  reform.  This  infatua« 
tionis  not  confined  to  the  inexperience  of  our  early 
years,  it  extends  through  every  period  of  life.  In 
this  the  hoary  head  is  no  wifer«than  the  youth  of 
yefterday ;  and  the  fame  lying  fpirit  that  deceived  us 
at  twenty,  is  believed  at  threefcore  and  ten.  In 
this,  experience  does  not  make  us  wife,  and  when 
we  buy  inftruftion  it  avails  us  not.    The  fool,  who, 
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wanting  to  crofs  the  rtver^  lay  down  on  its  bank  tiU 
the  waters  all  ran  by,  is  but  a  juft  emblem  of  that 
man  who  delays  his  repentance  from  time  to  time, 
who  is  always  purpofing  but  never  performing,  and 
who,  neither  warned  by  the  paft,  nor  alarmed  for  the 
future,  purpofes  on  to  the  laft,  and  dies  the  fame. 
Such  is  the  life  which  numbers  of  men  lead  in  the 
world,  fpending  the  prime  and  vigour  of  their  life  in 
yain  purfuits  ;  letting  all  their  religion  evaporate 
in  empty  refolutions,  till,  in  an  hour  in  which  they 
are  not  aware,  the  warning  is  given.  At  midnight 
is  the  cry  made,  and  when  they  feek  to  enter  ia  with 
the  bridegroom,  the  door  is  Ihut ! 

That  you  may  und^rftand  the  expsreifiom  made 
ufeof  in  the  text,  I  muft  recall  to  your  remem- 
brance,  that  in  the  language  of  Scripture,  the  period 
of  our  probation  is  called  a  time,  a  feafon,  or  a  day. 
There  i^aa  a£cq>ted  time,  there  is  a  ieaibn  of  mer^ 
ciful  vifitation,  there  is  a  day  of  gface,  which,  if  wcr 
let  flip,,  thn  aigliit  cometh,  in  which  no  man  cast  work, 
in  vrhkk  we  Aiall  grope  for  the  wall  like  the  blimd, 
ia  whicli  we  ihall  ftumble  at  nooa^ay  a«  in  the  niglit^ 
and  be  ia  defokte  placet  as  dead  men*  This  doef 
not  arife  from  a  ddFed  of  mercy  in  €rod,  from  a  de* 
fed  of  merit  in  Chrift,  or  from  a  defed  of  grace  in 
the  Holy  Spirit }  it  arifes  from  owfetves  and  from 
the  nature  of  things.  Almighty  God  htfeh  a|>pQflit^ 
ed  thia  life  to  be  ow  flate  of  pro^ioa.  He  hath  frt 
apart  ai  time  to  fix  t)m  chara&erfor  eternity.  Wfam^ 
thevefpre^  by  tepetited  a^s  and  bf  long  habits,  dus 
^^jlaAiiig  ehutder  is  fi;sed^  00  altevaticsi  om  fffi> 
cefi^o  .  Tq  g^an  inftance  th^  may  havtt  ofxvijmA 
to  ibt  nMsrvatiQA  of  you  all ;  you  have*  fnn^  ^  yon 
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hive  beard  of,  crhmnals  who  have  been  tramcd  up 
ftx>iA  tkeir  youth  in  the  prance  of  vice,  who  have 
advanced  from  leb  to  greater  crimes,  who  hare  been 
pttttiflidd  according  to  law,  who  have  been  imprifon« 
ed,  who  have  been  baniflied^  who  haveretum« 
ed  from  banHhment,  and  for  greater  crimes  have 
been  condemned  to  die,  who  from  fome  artifice  or 
incident  have  efcaped  in  the  critical  moment,  and 
who,  inftead  of  being  reformed  by  all  thefe  punifli- 
ments,  have  fallen  into  the  fame  crimes  again,  and 
even  grown  bolder  in  wickednefs*  There  have  in* 
deed  been  inftaaces  of  great  fmners  who  have  turn- 
ed penitents,  and  been  good  Chriftians  ;  but  it  is 
much  to  be  qneftioned  if  there  be  any  fuch  inftance 
among  thofe  who  have  been  hng  fmners,  who  have 
committed  iniquity,  not  by  fits  and  ftarts,  but  upon 
a  fixed  and  determined  plan,  who  have  fpent  in  the 
fervice  of  fin  all  the  fire  of  youth  and  coolnefs  of 

Having  expbined  to  you  the  meaning  of  the  phrafe 
ufisd  in  the  text,  before  proceeding  farther^  take  next 
a  view  of  life,  and  you  will  fee,  that  a  great  part  of 
men  let  flip  the  accepted  time  and  day  of  falv^tion, 
till  it  be  too  late.  It  is  the  happinefs  of  mod  men  in. 
countries  where  the  Ghriftian  religion  is  pffofefTed, 
to  ttipeivc  a  good  education,  and  to  be  trained  up 
frwBi  their  youth  itt^the  principles  of  religion,  and  in 
the  praAicA  of  virtu^  But  when  this  period  of  di£- 
qpiche'is  over^  when  a  man  fets  •mt  in  Ufe,  atvd  be^ 
cDibes  hiiiowxi  mafter,  he  frequently  becomes^  a  dif* 
femnt  infon  in  that  different  ftate,  and '  tooks^  ^pon 
the^gDodfaabka  of  his  youth  as  fomeofthc^fechil^fli^ 
tilings  which  he  ought  now  to  put  away^   Iflrit«d6-  ' 
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cation  has  been  fevere  and  rigorous ;  if  his  parents 
'reftrained  in  him  thatgaity  of  heart  and  flow  of  the 
fpirits  which  is  the  portion  of  youth ;  if  he  pined  ia 
his  clofet,  whilft  his  equals  in  age  frequented  thofe 
entertainments  which  can  be  enjoyed  with  innocence, 
he  then  generally  goes  to  the  other  extreme,  and 
plunges- with  a  precipitant  ftep  into  all  the  follies 
and  vices  of  the  age.  The  prifoner  having  got  loofc, 
grows  wild  and  extravagant.  Being  formerly  fhut 
up,  he  now  wants  to  know  the  world  ;  ,and,  in  or* 
der  to  this,  ventures  on  forbidden  paths,  refigns  the 
reins  of  condud  to  inclination,  and  gives  a  loofe  to 
all  his  defires.  Having  found  his  former  principles 
to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  enjoyment  of  life,  he  con** 
founds  his  early  prejudices  with  true  piety;  for 
which  caufe  he  throws  off  religion  altogether ;  he 
becomes  a  patron  and  defender  of  vice ;  he  laughs  ^t 
every  thing  that  is  ferious ;  and  perhaps  out  of  con* 
tempt  to  this  day,  in  which  we  affemble  together  to 
worlhip  the  God  of  our  fathers ;  out  of  contempt  to 
the  facred  rites  of  his  country,  which  all  wife  hea* 
thens  have  revered ;  out  of  contempt  to  the  venerable 
inftitutions  of  our  holy  i-eligion,  fpends  this  day  in 
diffipation  and  profanenefs,  and  open  impiety. 

But,  not  to  draw  the  charader  with  fuch  bbck 
(lains,  let  us  fuppofe  men  at  that  period  paffing  their 
days  in  folly  rather  than  in  vice,  at  the  head  of  every 
idle  fcheme,  firft  in  every  faihionable  amufement, 
and  as  the  Scripture  happily  exprefleth  it,  ^^  walking 
'^  in  a  vain  ftiow.''  Behold  them  making  amufe- 
ment one  of  the  cares  of  Hfe;  fpending  thofe  pre- 
'  cious  hours,  which  no  power  can  ever  recall,  which 
no  fis^^^stabour  can  ever  compenfate,  fpending  thofe 
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precious  hours  in  vanity  and  folly,  whilft  all  along 
they  forget  the  bufinefs  of  their  ialvation,  and  are 
^o  more  aflfefted  with  the  profpeft  of  a  world  tq  come^ 
than  with  a  tale  that  is  told.  But  whiUl  thus  they 
dance  round  in  a  circle  of  folly ;  whilft  they  folace 
themfelves  with  the  profpe6t  of  pleafures  rifing  upon 
pleafures,  never  to  have  an  end,  and  fay  in  fecret  to 
their  fouls,  ('  Tooiorrow  ihall  be  as  this  day,  and 
^^  much  more  abundant ;"  whilft,  like  the  foolifli 
virgins,  they  flumber  and  fleep  in  the  arms  of  this 
Delilah,  at  midnight  is  the  cry  made,  O  man,  thy 
hour  is  come !  And  the  trembling  foul  takes  its  de* 
parture  unavarjej  and  unprepared  tq  God  the  Judge 
ofall] 

To  guard  you  agaipft  the  fatal  error  which  has  un- 
done its  thoufands,  allow  me  to  recommend  to  your 
pra£tice  the  neceiiity  of  inflant  repentance  and  refor- 
mation. In  thejlr^  place.  No  time  is  fo  proper  as 
the  prefent  y  /econdfy^  If  you  delay,  your  reformation 
will  be  diiEcuIt ;  thirdly ^  If  you  delay  long,  it  may 
become  altogether  impoffible. 

In  theyfry?  place  then.  There  is  no  time  fo  proper 
a^  the  ptefent» 

The  prodigal  fon  exhibits  to  us  a  fcene  which  we 
often  fee  realized  in  life.  A  young  man,  who  had 
been  educated  in  the  paths  of  virtue,  decUniAg  from 
thefe  paths,  and  going  aftray  into  forbidden  ground, 
from  the  fond  expedation  of  meeting  with  fome 
ftrange,  vafl,  unknown  happinefs  in  the  gratification 
of  fenfual  defire.  In  the  courfe  of  this  unhallowed 
pilgrimage,  he  gives  loofe  reins  to  his  mind,  he  in? 
di;ilges  every  wandering  inclination,  he  denies  himfelf 
nQthing  that  his  heart  wifhes  for.  At  lafl  he  cofiiff 
Hh 
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tphimfelf,  he  fee#  the  fbUy  of  his  vays^  he  repcatr^ 
he  refotves,  he  amends.  Such  a  cbsuKe  <^  life  we: 
eau  eafily  conceive.  In  his  former  ^fituacion^  he 
knew  not  what  he  did,  he  was  traniportlH  by  paifion, 
he  went  headlong  down  the  torrent.  But  vi^ien  once 
he  began  to  refleA,  he  found  that  tfatt  was  the  criti- 
cal moment  of  life,  which,  if  hefaad  negleded,  his  re* 
turn  would  have  been  more  difficult.  In  his  former 
fiiuatioa,  he  went  forward  in  the  path  i;^ich  feemed 
right  in  his  own  eyes,  without  looking  back.  He  did 
not  ^St  againft  the  admonitions  of  confcience,  be  did 
not  think  at  all.  3ut  if,  after  his  eyes  were  opened . 
to  difcern  the  ftate  of  wretchednefs  and  guilt  into 
which  be  had  fallen  ;  if,  after  this,  he  had  returned 
to  folly  again,  it  would  have  been  much  more  diffi* 
cult  to  re&ore  him  by  repentance.  Let  this  then  he 
your  condud ;  whenever  you  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  your  iins„  whenever  yoa  perceive  any  thing  amifs 
in  your  lives^  feize  the  favourable  moment,  as. the 
proper  time  t»  reform. 

What  is  it,  I  befeech  you,  that  you  do  by  delaying  I 
You  allow  corruption  time  to  ftrengthen  and  fortify 
itfelf ;  you  give  temptation  double  force,  by  yielding 
to  it,  not  from  furprife,  but  with  deliberate  confent^ 
you  weaken  the  power  of  confcience,  that  check 
which  God  appointed  to  you  in  your  evil  courfes^ 
and,  with  your  own  band,  you  throw  obftacles  in  th^ 
way  of  your  converfion.  You  now  fee  you  are  iini* 
ful  and  undone;  you  now  refolve  to  repent  ^ju) 
amend  ;  you  are  now  fetting  out  in  the  path  which 
leadeth  to  life ;  you  are  not  far  from  the  kingdosa 
i^  Qod.  But  if  you  refolve  and  perforin  not;  if^ 
wUen  70U  are  once  engaged,  you  dfaw  ba(k.$  yoia 
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ttliat  fly  off  fr6m'  the  path  o£  life  to  the  vay  of  ^e*. 
i  ftru^on;  you  throw  yourfelf  farther  from  the  king- 

dom of  Ood  than  if  you  had  never  fet  but.  At  once^ 
then,  at  once  make  your  efcape  from  the  allurements 
of  fin ;  break  the  chains  by  which  you  are  held  ;  cut 
o£FaU  the  avenues  and  approaches  to  the  fin  that  be« 
fets  you  ;  give  no  time  to  the  enemies  of  your  foul 
to  coUeft  their  ftrength ;  by  faith  and  repentance 
f  now  enter  on  the  way  that  opens  into  the  heavens  ; 
:  when  you  fay,  with  fincere  purpofe  of  heart,  **  I  wfll 

^  "  arife  and  go  to  my  Father/*  in  that  moment  arife   ^ 

t  and  go  to  thy  Father  4  now  -ts  the  accepted  time,  now  f 

is  the  day  of  fal vatioa.  ' 

In  tbejecdnd  place.  By  delaying,  your  converfion 
will  become  extremely  difficultv^ 

Thou  fayeft,  O  man !  that  tboa  wilt  repent  in  fome 
future  period  of  time;  but  thou  knoweft  not  the 
'  danger  of  fueh  a  refolution<  /it  is  amazing ^ to  think 
^ith  what  eade  we  can  impofe  upon  ourfelves.  hi 
ipite  of  all  his  boafted  wifdom,  man  is  more  fimple 
than  the  beaft  of  the  field.  Do  you  confider,  my 
^friends,  that  delaying  from  day  to  day^  and  from 
year  to  year,  that  poftponing;  the  work  of  your  faU 
nation  to  fome  future  period  of  time,  k  little  better 
than  a  fixed  determtmation  that  you  will  never  begin 
it  at  all  ?  Do  you  refie£k,<chat  the  dme  to  come,  if  it 
«ever  com^s;  will  be  the  fame  to  you  then,  that  the 
prefent  time  is  to  you  now  ?  There  will  occur  the 
lame  difficulties  to  deter  you,  the  fame  pleafures  to 
aUureyou^  the  fame  dangers  to  terrify  you.  Ob- 
jfefta  will  then  be  as  prefent,  and  ftrike  the  fenfes  as 
ftrongly,  as  ever ;  and  the  time  of  reformation  will 
ifiiU  be  tomorrow.    Nay^  it  will  then  be  more  di& 
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tilt  to  be  h'^td  thaii  it  is  now.  Tou  will  have  m6f^ 
fins  to  rq>ent  of ;  more  bad  habits  to  fubdue ;  a 
more  corrupted  nature  to  put  oflFy  It  is  a  remarka- 
ble fad,  and  deferves  your  moft  ferious  attention^ 
that^among  all  the  cohv^ fions  recorded  in  Scripture^ 
there  is  not  one  of  a  fmner  who  delayed  Jits  repen- 
tance. Among  all  the  returning  penitents  there 
inentioned^  there  is  not  one  in  the  lituation  of  a 
Chriftian,  who  daily  hears  the  Gofpef.  without  its 
having  any  effeS:  upon  his  .we.  Zaccheus,  upon 
-liearing  Jefus  Chrift  proclaim'  the  glad  .tidiiigs  of  ial- 
'Vation,  yielded  to  the  influences  of  that  grace  to 
which  he  had  hitherto  been  a  ftranger,  and  furrender- 
,(pd  himfelf  to  a  call  which  had  never  been  made  be- 
fore. The  apoftles,  in  the  courfe  of  their  miniftry, 
'^sonfverted  Jews  and  Gentiles.  They  converted  the 
Jqws,  by  propofing  to  them  an  idea,  which  was  new 
"to  them,  thelrord  of  glory,  whom  they  wit^  wicked 
hands  had  crucified  and  flain.  They  converted  the 
<akntilesi  by  working  miracles  in  proof  of  their  di- 
<^ine  commiflion,  and  by  preaching  the  do&rines  of 
falvatioft  to  them,  which  they  had  never  heard  before. 
But  what  new  methdds  caii  we  attempt  with  you? 
Is  there  any  motive  to  repentance  which  hath  not  al- 
ready been  urged  Upon  you  f  Is  there  one  avenue  to 
the  heart  which  has  Hot  already  been  tried,  and 
Miich  has  fiot  already  been  tried  in  vain  ?  ShaU  we 
addrefs  ourfelves  to  your  confcience^  to  give  you  the 
alarm  ?  But  alas !  you  hate  often  heard  its  voice^ 
yf)u  have  often  dilregarded  its  voice,  and  by  effiurts 
'^o  fuccefsfol,  have  lulled  it  into  a  profound  deep. 
i^Bfiafl  we  addrefs  ourfelves  to  your  hopes,  by  defend 
•hjiig>to  you  the  joys  of  heaven,  the  rivers  of  pleafurei 
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%hich  are  at  God's  right  hand,  the  hapl^tnefs  of  th£ 
blefled,  the  triumphs  of  eternity  ?  All  thefe  have  been 
already  prefented  to  your  eyes,  and  to  all  thefe  yoil 
have  preferred  the  fenjoyments  of  an  hour.  You 
have  foid  your  birth-right  to  immortality  for  a  for* 
did  gratification,  and  you  now  only  mind  earths 
ly  things.  Shall  we  endeavour  to  alarm  your  fcir^j 
by  fettirig- before  you  the  hortors  of  hell,  the  worm 
that  never  dies,  the  fire  that  is  never  quenched,  ever* 
lading  deftrudion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  and 
the  glory  of  his  power?  Thefe  have  been  traced  cut 
to  you  an  hundred  times,  and  you  have  learned  the 
fetal  art  of  freeing  yourfelves  from  thefears  of  thenr. 
Shall  we  implore  you  by  the  grace  of  the  Gofpel, 
and  by  tlie  lender  foewicsof  the  God  of  Peace  ?  But 
alas!  yon  have  undervalued  his  mercy,  you  have 
turned  his  grace  into  wantonnefs.  Shall  we  fct  be^ 
fore  you  the  image  of  a  Saviour  dying  on  the  crofij 
for  the  redemption  of  the  world  f  But  alas !  a  cruci* 
fied  Redeemer  hath  been  often  preached  to  you,  the 
memorial  of  his  facrifice  hath  been  renewed  in  yout 
fight,  and  after  all  you  have  counted  his  blood  as  a. 
commcm  thing,  you  have  looked  upon  the  Son  of 
God  fufiferihg  on  the  crofs  with  as  much  unconcern 
as  the  Jews  of  old,  when  they  cried  out,  "  Away 
^*  with  him,  away  with  him  !** 

In  the  third  places  By  long  delaying,  your  cotivcr- 
fion  may  become  altogfether  impoffiblei 

Habit,  fays  the  proverb,  is  a  fecohd  nature ;  and 
itdeed  it  is  ftronger  than  the  firft.     Atfirft,  weea^ 
fily  t2ike;the  bend,  and  are  moulded  by  the  hands  of 
tfacmaft^^.but  this  nature  of  our  own  making  ii* 
]>Y9bi&^2tiaft  alteration.    The  Ethiopian  may  as  fooA 
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change  his  Ikia,  and  the  leopard  his  fpots  i  the  toN 
mented  in  hell  may  as  foon  revifit  the  earth  ;  as  thofe 
ivho  have  been  long  accuftomed  to  do  evil,  may 
learn  to  do  well.  Such  is  the  wife  appointment  of 
Heaven  to  deter  finners  from  delaying  their  repent- 
ance. When  the  evil  principle  hath  corrupted  the 
whole  capacity  of  the  mind ;  when  fin,  by  its  fre- 
quency and  its  duration,  is  woven  into  the  very  ef* 
fence  of  the  foul,  and  is  become  part  of  ourfelves ; 
when  the  fenfe  of  moral  good  and  evil  is  almoft  to* 
tally  extind; ;  when<:onfcience  is  feared  as  with  a  hot 
iron ;  when  the  heart  is  fo  hard  that  the  arrows  of 
the  Almighty  cannot  pierce  it ;  and  when,  by  a  long 
courfc  of  crimes,  we  have  become  what  the  Scripture 
moft  emphatically  calls,  ^*  veflels  of  wrath  fitted  for 
**  deftruftion^" — then  we  have  filled  up  the  meafure 
€>f  our  fins ;  then  Almighty  Godfwears  in  his  wrath 
that  we  fhkll  not  enter  into  his  reft ;  then  there  re- 
maineth  no  more  facrifice  for  fin,  but  a  fearful  look- 
ing for  wrath,  and  indignation  which  fhall  devour 
the  adverfary.  Almighty  God,  weary  of  bearing 
with  the  fins  of  men,  delivers  them  over  to  a  repro- 
bate mind,  when,  like  Pharaoh,  they  furvive  only  as 
monuments  of  wrath ;  when,  like  Efau,  they  can^ 
not  find  a  place  for  repentance,  although  they  feek 
it  carefully  with  tears ;  when,  like  the  foolifh  vir* 
gins,  they  come  knocking,  but  the  door  of  mercy 
is  for  ever  (hut. 

Further,  Let  me  remind  you,  my  brethren,  that 
if  you  repent  not  now,  perhaps  you  will  not  have 
another  opportunity.  You  fay  you  will  repent  in 
feme  future  period  of  time ;  but  are  you  fure  of  ar« 
tavingMtbat  pieriod  of  time?  Have  you  one  hour 
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ifi  your  hand  ?  Have  you  one  minute  at  your  di£« 
]j>ofal  ?  Boaft  not  thyfelf  of  tomorrow.  Thou  knowr 
^fl  not  what  a  day  may  bring  forth.  Before  to- 
morrow, multitudes  fhall  be  in  another  world.  Art 
thou  fure  that  thou  art  not  of  the  number  ?  Maa 
knoweth  not  his  time.  As  the  iiihes  that  are  takea 
in  an  evil  net,  as  the  birds  that  are  caught  in  the  fnare, 
fo  are  the  fons  of  men  fnared  in  an  evil  hour.  Can 
you  recall  to  mind  none  of  your  companions,  none- 
of  the  partners  of  your  follies  >nd  your  fins,  cut  off 
in  an  unconverted  ilate,  cut  off  perhaps  in  the  midfl: 
of  an  unfiniflied  debauch,  and  hurried,  with  all  their 
tranfgreflions  on  their  head,  to  give  in  their  account 
to  God  the  Judge  of  all  ?  Could  I  fhowyou  the  (late 
which  they  are  now  in ;  could  an  angel  from  heaven, 
unbar  the  gates  of  the  everlafting  prifon ;  could  you 
difcern  the  late  companions  of  your  wanton  houu 
overwhelmed  with  torment  and  defpair ;  could  you. 
hear  the  cry  of  their  torment  which  afcendeth  up^ 
for  ever  and  ever  ;  could  you  hear  them  upbraiding 
you  as  the  partners  of  their  crimes,  and  accufmg  you 
as  in  ibme  meafure  the  caufe  of  their  damnation ! — 
Great  God !  how  would  your  hair  (land  on  end ! 
how  would  your  heart  die  within  you  !  how  would 
confcience  fix  all  its  ftings,  and  remorfe,  awaking  a 
new  hell  within  you,  torment  you  before  the  lime ! 
Had  a  like  untimely  fate  fnatched  you  away  then, 
where  had  you  been  now?  And  is  this  the  improve- 
ment which  you  make  of  that  longfer  day  of  grace 
with  which  Heaven  has  been  pleafed  to  favour  you?. 
Is  this  the  return  you  make  to  the  Divine  gogdnefs 
for  prolonging  your  lives,  and  indulging  you  with  ak. 
longer  day  of  repentance  ?  Have  you  in  good  eariiejl. 
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determined  tvithin  yourfelf  that  you  will  weary  o\\% 
the  long-fufFering  of  God,  and  force  deftru^on  froni 
his  relu&ant  hand  ? 

I  bcfeech,  I  implore  you,   my  brethren,   in  the 
bonds  of  friendfhip,  and  in  the  bowels  of  the  Lord  ; 
by  the  tender  mercies  of  the  God  of  Peace  ;  by  the 
dying  love  of  a  crucified  Redeemer  ;  by  the  precious 
promifes  and  awful  threatenings  of  the  Gofpel ;  by 
all  your  hopes  of  heaven  and  fears  of  hell ;  by  the 
worth  of  your  immortal  fouls,  and  by  all  that  is  dear 
to  men ;  I  conjure  you  to  accept  of  the  offers'  of 
mercy,  and  fly  from  the  wrath  to  come.      "  Behold 
**  now  is  the  accepted  time,  behold  now  is  the  day 
**  of  falvation."     All  the   treafures  of  iieaven  are 
now  opening  to  you  ;  the  blood  of  Chrift  is  now 
fpeaking  for  the  remiflion  of  your  fins ;  the  church 
on  earth  ftretches  out  its  arms  to  receive  you  ;  the 
fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfe£k  are  eager  to   enroll 
you  amongd  the  number  of  the  bleffed  j  the  angels 
and  archangels  are  waiting  to  break  out  into  new 
alleluialis  of  joy  on  your  return  ;  the  whole  Trinity 
16  now  employed  in  your  behalf  ;  God  the  Father, 
God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Spirit,  at  this  inftani 
call  upon  you,  weary  and  heavy  laden,  to  Comt  untq 
them  that  ye  may  have  reft  unto  your  fouls  ! 


3  ^  R  M  O  N     XIX 


Luke  xv.  i8. 


/  will  arife  ^ndgo  to  my  Father. 

i  HE  parable  of  rfie  prodigal  fon  is  dfii 
joi  the  moijk  beautiful  and  affe£ting  pieces  of  compo- 
fition  which  is  any  where  to  be  found.  The  occa- 
fion  on  which  it  was/poken,and  the  perfons  to  whom 
it  was  addrefled^  are  well  known  to  you.  Droppii% 
therefore  what  wi^  peculiar  at  the  ^rft  narraljipn,  I 
(hall  confider  it  as  reprefenting  in  general  the  return 
of  finners  to  God  by  true  repentance. 

Such  a  return  is  not  a  fingle  a£t  in  the  Chriftian 
life  ;  it  is  the  habitual  duty  of  every  man  who  is  fub- 
je£l  to  infirmities  and  defers.  For  fuch  is  the  weak- 
nefs  of  human  nature  in  this  imperfed  ftate,  fuch  is 
the  ftrength  of  temptation  in  this  ey;l  world,  that 
frail  man  is  often  led  aftray  before  be  is  aware.  A. 
jkis  !  in  our  bed  eftate  we  are  but  returning  peni- 
tents ;  and  to  the  lad  hour  of  this  mortal  life  we  / 
ftand  in  need  of  amendment.  ^ 

We  may  obferve  the  following  fteps  in  the  return  of 
theprodigal  to  ^isfather's  houfe  jy{>y?,His  reftoration 
to  abetter  mind,  by  means  of  confideradon.  *^  When 
*^  he  came  to  himfelf,  he  faid.  How  many  hired  fer- 
^*  vants  of  my  father's  have  bread  enough,  and  to 
fpare  !''  Second^  Ingenuous  forrow  for  fiii,  accom- 
panied with  faith  in  the  Divine  mercy.  *^  Father, 
f^  I  have  finned  againft  Heaven  and  before  thee." 
1 1 


\ 
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Thirds  A  refolution  to  return  tto  a  fenfe  ^of  duty. 
'*  I  vvillarife  and  go  to  my  father.**      And,  fourthy 
^His   immediate    performance   of    that    refolution,     ^ 
<*  And  he  arofe  and  came  to  his  father.** 
*^^|||U  i^/Vy^s  His  rcfloration  to  a  better  mind  by  means  of 

.     ^  conilderation,     "  He  came  to  himfelf.** 

With  great  propriety  is  this  expreffion  ufed  ;  for 
■^  a  wicked  man  is  bejide  himfelf.     Madnefs,  faith  Solo- 

jTiDn,  is  in  the  heart  of  the  fmner.  As  madnefs  is  a 
difeafe  of  the  rational  powers,  fo  is  vice  of  the  moral. 
Sin,  in  like  manner,  unhinges  the  whole  frame  of  the 
moral  being,  tinges  with  its  baleful  colours  every 
Ujntiment  of  the  heart,and  prefents  to  view  a  fpedlacle 
mor^clancholy  ftill,  a  being,  made  after  the  image 
of  God,  fmking  that  image  into  the  refejnblance  of  a 
brute,  or  the  charafter  of  a  fiend.  Mad,  however, 
as  fuch  perfons  are,  they  are  not  always  fo.  Sin 
cannot  always  keep  its  ground.  The?'  evil  principle  * 
.  has  its  hour  of  weaknefs  and  decline.  There  is  no 
man  uniformly  wicked.  ITie  exertion  is  too  ftrong 
to  laft  for  ever.  Nature  does  not  afford  ftrength  and 
fpirits  fufficient  to  keep  a  man  always  in  energy. 
The  moft  abandoned  have  fits  and  darts  of  fobernefs 
and  recoUeftion.  There  are  lucid  intervals  in  the 
life  of  every  perfon.  At  fuch  a  time  is  the  crifis  of  a 
man*s  charafter.  At  fuch  a  time  the  prodigal  fon 
came  to  his  right  mind.  At  once  the  fpell  was 
brojs^^n  and  the  enchantment  dlffolved.  He  is  a-.  * 
mazed,  he  is  confounded  to  find  himfelf  degraded 
from  the  rational  charafter  ;  caft  down  to  the  herd 
•  of  inferior  animals  ;  making  one  at  the  feaft  where 
the  vileft  of  brutes  were  his  affociates  and  compan- 
iofis.     Then  t^efalfe  colours  with*  which  fancy,  had  * 
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gilded  bis  life^  vanifh  away.  The  flatteriag  ideas 
>;rbich  imagination  and  paffion  prefented  to  his 
mind,  difappear  in  a  moment.  Difenchanted  from 
the  delufions  of  the  great  deceiver,  what  he  edeemed 
to  be  the  garden  of  Eden,  he  finds  to  be  a  defolate 
wildernefs.     '^  Then  he  came  to  himfelf/' 

You  know  that  when  a  man  recovers  from  a  fit  of 
lunacy,  and  is  reftored  to  his  reafon,  the  mind  anni- 
hilates the  lurid  interval,  forgets  the  events  of  fuch 
a  ilate  like  a  dream,  and  refumes  the  train  of  ideas  it 
had  purfued  in  its  found  (late.  Thus,  the  penitent 
ia  the  parable,  awaking  as  from  a  dream,  recovering 
as  from  a  delirium,  tranfports  himfelf  into  the  timg 
paft,  his  former  life  recurs  to  his  mind,  his  father's 
houfe  rifes  to  view,  be  recalls  the  firfl.  of  his  tiays 
before  he  went  aftray.  Happy  days  of  early,  inno-. 
cence  and  early  piety,  before  remorfe  had  embitter- 
ed his  hours,  or  vice  corrupted  his  heart  !  Happy 
days  !  when  the  morning  arofe  in  peace,  and  the  e- 
vening  went  down  in  innocence  ;  when  no  aftion  of 
the  paft  day  difturbed  his  flumbers  by  night  -,  when 
no  refledion  on  the  riots  of  the  night  threw  a  cloud 
over  the  fucceeding  day  j  when  he  was  at  peace  • 
with  his  own  heart ;  when  confcience  was  on  his 
fide  ;  when  refleftioil  was  a  friend  ;  when  memory 
prefented  only  welcome  images  to  the  mind  ;  wlien, 
under  the  wings  of  paternal  care,  he  was  bleiTed  in 
his  going  out  and  coming  in  ;  when  his  father's  eye 
met  his  with  approbation  and  delight. 

Having  viewed  the  picture,  he  compares  it  with  his 
prefent  fituation.  Sad  contraft  !  By  his  own  folly, 
^  vagabond  in  a  foreign  land  ;  banifhed  from  all  that 
he  valued  and  held  dear  \  cut  off  from  the  joys  of 


hh  l)€ft.teF  4aya  ;i  tanguHhlng  out  life  liiider^  tnoll 
abjeet,£)Fmof«>irery  ;  pining  noder  poTcity  }  keak 
into  [^tiniude  ;  feeding  fwine,  stnd  himfd^  defiring 
to  partake  Trith  them  in  their  huiks }  mifetable 
without^  but  more  miferabie  withiii ;  il  fpirit  ^mimd^ 
ed  by  rembf  f«li  a  heart  torn  by  refiedion  on  itfelf» 
an  accufing  confiiiences^  which  told  him  tliat  he  mer- 
ited his  fate$  and  which  held  iip  to  him  his  paft  life 
in  its  blackeft  colours  of  fbUy  and  guilt.  Aftoniflied- 
at  himfelf,  ftartled  at  his  own  image,  wbidh^  in  its 
true  cdlotirSy  he  had  never  feeii  before,  he  wa$  :p 
fhamed  of  ttis  condud^  and  citme  to  a  betti^ 
mind.  Such  were  the  ^ffeds  of  confideration^  and 
fuch  will  ei^r  be  the-eflFefb  of  eoniideration  to  thofe  i 
whoduly  ezereife  It.^  Whydoes  the  finnefgd  forward 
in  the  ertdr  of  his  ways  ?  Becaufe  he  does  nor  coH^^ 
fiden  -  ^^  Hear,  O  heavens  y  give  ear,0  eaith  i  the 
V.ox^knpweth  his  owner,  and  the  afs  his  tttafter^s 
^^  crib  j  but  my  people  do  not  confider."  Gonfid^ 
er  your  ways,  is  the  roice  which  God  addrefles  td 
mankind  in  every  age  j  and  unlefs  you  confider, 
the  eaUs  of  the  gofpel  ind  the  offers  of  grace  are 
made  to  nopurpc^e.  The  world  which  is  to  come 
has  no  exiftence  to  you  but  what  you  give  it  your- 
felves  ;  the  eternity  that  is  before  you,  the  happi-^ 
nefs  of  heaven  and  the  pains  of  hell,  are  no  moire 
than  dreams,  Unlefs  you  realize  them  to  yourfdves, 
imlefs  you  give  them  their  fiiU  force,  by  bringing 
them  home  ^0  the  heart.  Wfaett  a  man  reviewi  the 
error  of  his  ^ays,  nothing  is  wanting  to  a  further 
reformation  but;  refleiOLlbn  and  thoughts  rUtinkv 
and  the  work  is  done.  /<  I  have  confidered  my  waiya,'*  ^  ^ 
faith  the  Pfitlptiift:  Xffhzt  was  tl»  ^ronfitcjnence  f  * 
»« I  tiim«d  iny  feet  unto  thy  teftimonies." 
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'  i^zjktad&ep  in  the  rettirft  tff  the  prodigal,  ii 
ingenuous  forrow  fot  fm,  accompinied  Unth  faith  in    \ 
ti^  Divine  merty.    ^*  Father,  1  hare  finned  againft    ' 
**  Heaven  and  beifore  thee." 
«    We  aire. formed  by  the  Author  of  our  being  t0 
£fiel  comrition  for  theoffences  ire  commit.    This  pun- 
gent fenfe  of  iiifirmities,  this  penitential  forrow  for 
errors  and  defers,  is  a  bitauty  in  the  natiiire  of  man^ 
it  is  an  indication  that  the  fenfe  of  excellence  exifts 
in  its  full  vigour,  and  the  nlark  of  a  nature  that  is  not 
only  imprdvable,  but  that  alfo  is  making  improve- 
ments*   When  a  man  (erioufly  confiders  that  the  ten- 
(tr.of  his  life  his  beeii  irregular  and  diforderly; 
that  much  of  his  time  has  been  mifem|i)oyed,  and 
gteat  fiart  of  it  ipent  altogether  in  vain  \  that  he  has 
walked^in.a  vain  ihow,  unprofitable  to  hirtfelf  or 
iathers;  an  idler  upon  the  eafth,  a  cumberer  of  the 
groiiiid}  that  fay  his  negligence  and  perverfion  of 
his  powers  he  has  beeh  loft  t6  the  world  which  is  to 
eome,  has  marred  the  beauty  of  his  immortal  fpirit^ 
ismd  fiopt  ihort  in  the  race  which  conduds  to  glory, 
honor,  and  immortality  ;  when  he  further  confide 
ers  that  his  offences  have  eztexided  to  his  felbw- 
men,  that  by  his  condud  he  has  been  the  caufe  of  mi£» 
ery  to  others,  has  difturbed  the  peace  of  fodety, 
done  an  injury  to  the  innocent,  fuch  rdlefitionsin 
^  heart  that  is  not  altdg;ether  Callous^  will  awaken 
eootrition  an^  foitow. 

.  This  pehite^il  forrow  will  be  increilfed  iKrhen  he 

Qonfiders  agaihft  whom  he  has  offended  \  that  he  has 

ifmaed  agadnft  infinite  goodnefs  and  faving  mercy 

aQdienderlove:;  ikat'he  has  reiifted  the  efforts  of 

'  that  am  ibat-wwiiftsBd up  to  fave  him ;  that  he  lia% 
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Rebelled  againft  the  God  who  made,  and  the  Saviour 
who  redeemed  him.  This  is  one  of  the  charafkerif- 
tics  of  true  repentance.  The  penitent  does  not 
mourn  for  his  fins  as  being  ruinous  to  himfelf,  fo 
much  as  for  their  being  offenfive  to  God,  The  re- 
turning prodigal^  in  the  addrefs  he  makes  to  his  Fa-^^ 
ther,  dwells  not  upon  the  mifery  he  had  brought  up* 
on  himfelf)  upon  the  ruin  to  his  character,  his  fortune 
.  and  his  expectations  in  life.  ^^  I  have  finned  againfl: 
I  ''  Heaven  and  in  thy  fight.*'  What  grieves  me  moft 
\  is,  that  I  have  offended  thee ;  that  I  have  finned 
\  againft  goodnefs  unfpeakable ;  againft  that  goodnefs 
to  which  I  am  indebted  for  the  care  of  my  infant 
years ;  againft  that  goodnefs  to  which  1  owe  my  pr^f-  • 
etvation ;  againft  him  who  vifited  me  while  I  was 
flying  from  his  prefence  ;  whofupported  my  powers 
while  they  were  employed  againft  him.  It  i&  my 
Benefactor  whom  1  have  offended;  it  is  my  beft 
Friend  that  I  have  injured ;  it  is  my  Father  himfelf 
againft  whom  1  have  rifen  in  arms. 

This  forrow  for  fin  is  accompanied  with  faith  in 
the  Divine  mercy.  To  wicked  men  labouring  un- 
der the  agonies  of  a  guiky  mind,  the  Deity  appears 
an  objefl:  of  terror.  They  figure  to  themfelves  an 
angry  tyrant,  with  his  thunder  in  his  hand  delighting 
to  punilh  and  deftroy.  Like  Adam  when  he  had  fin- 
ned, they V  are  afiaid,  and  flee  from  the  prefence  of 
the  Lord.  But  from  the  mind  of  the  penitent  thefe  ' 
terrors  vanifli,  and  God  appears,  not  as  a  cruel  and 
/  malignant  power,  but  as  the  beft  of  beings,  the  Fa- 
ther of  mercies  and  the  Friend  of  men,  as  a  God  in 
Chrift  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf.  Encour- 
aged by  thefe  declarations,  the  penitdnt  trufts  to  the 
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Divine  goodnefs,  and  flies  for  refuge  to  the  hope 
fet  before  him.  It  is  the  wicked  man  only  that  dc-. 
fpairs.  Horrors  of  confcience  and  forebodings  of 
wrath  affright  and  overwhelm  the  fons  of  reprobation. 
Such  horrors  felt  Cain  and  Judas  Ifcariot.  But  the 
penitent  never  defpairs.  He  fmks  indeed  in  his  own 
eyes,  and  throws  himfelf  proftrate  on  the  ground,  but 
ftill  throws  himfelf  at  the  footftool  of  mercy,  not 
without  the  faith  and  the  hope  that  he  will  be  taken 
into  favour.  The  language  of  his  foul  is, "  1  hough 
*M  am  caft  out  of  thy  fight,  yet  will  I  look  again  ta 
♦'  thy  holy  temple.  I  will  arife  and  go  to  my  Father, 
"for  though  I  have  offended  him,  he  is  a  Father  ftilL 
•*  He  now  fits  upon  a  throne  of  mercy,  and  holds  a 
^^  fceptre  of  grace.  At  thy  tribunal  former  offenders 
"  have  been  forgiven,  and  former  finners  have  been 
**  taken  into  favour.  To  thy  ears  the  cry  of  the  pen- 
"  itent  has  never  afcended  in  vain.  •Thou  art  ever 
"  nigh  to  all  who  call  upon  thee  in  fincerity  of  heart- 
"  When  we  tend  to  thee,  at  the  firft  ftep  of  our  re- 
^*  turn,  thovi  ftretcheft  out  thy  hand  to  receive  us.'* 
So  different  is  that  repentance  which  ic»  unto  life  from 
the  forrow  of  the  world  which  worketh  death.  Dif- 
ferent as  the  look  of  melancholy  upon  the  face  of  the 
virtuous  mourner,  is  from  the  unkindly  glow  which 
burns  the  cheek  of  Ibame :  different  as  the  tender 
tears  which  a  good  man  iheds  for  his  fiiends,  are 
from  thofe  bitter  drops  which  fall  from  the  malefac- 
tor at  the  place  of  execution. 

The  third  ftep  is  a  refolution  to  return  to  a  fenfe 
of  duty.     ««  I  will  arife." 

Without  determined  purpofes  of  amendment,  con- 
trkidn  is  unaviilmg  and  .ineffectual.  .  The  Dgity  if 
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pQt  delighted  with  the  fufferiags  of  man.  Sorrow 
for  fin  is  fo  far  pleafing,  as  i%  foftens  the  heart,  and 
makes  it  better.  It  i$  t^e  refolution  of  amendment^ 
the  purpofes  pointed  to  reformation,  that  make  the 
broken  heart  and  the  contrite  fpirit  an  acceptable  fac- 
rifice ;  fuch  is  the  nature  of  true  repentance ;  it  flow^ 
not  fo  much  from  the  fenfe  of  danger  as  from  the  love 
of  goodnefs. 

Jn  true  repentance,  there  is  iiot  only  a  change  of 
mind,  but  a  change  of  life.  When  the  day-fpring 
from  on  high  arifes  on  him  who  is  in  darknefs,  when 
God  fays.  Let  there  be  light,  the  fcales  fall  from  hi; 
eyes,  a  new  world  breaks  upon  his  fight,  futurity  be* 
comes  prefent,  and  invifible  things  are  feen;  then 
firft  he  beholds  the  beauty  which  is  in  holinefs,  and 
taftes  the  joy  which  flows  from  returning  virtue.  In 
that  happy  hour  he  forms  the  pious  purpofe,  and  feals 
the  facred  vow  to  be  holy  for  ever.  Then  he  prefers 
the  peace  which  flows  from  virtue,  and  the  joy  which 
arifes  from  a  good  confcience,  to  every  confideration. 
Then  the  fervants  of  God  appear  to  him  the  only 
happy  men,  and  he  would  rather  rank  with  the  mean- 
eft  of  thefe,  than  enjoy  the  riches  of  many  wicked. 
*<  Great  God,  withhold  from  me  what  thou  pleafeft, 
**  but  give  me  to  enjoy  the  approbation  of  my  own 
"  mind,  and  thy  favour.  I  would  rather  be  the  hum* 
•*  bleft  of  thy  fons  than  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wicked- 
"  nefs.'*  None  fball  enter  into  the  New  Jerufalem^ 
and  fit  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  but  they 
who  prefer  the  tefUmony  of  a  good  confcience,  the 
fmiles  of  Heaven,  and  the  fentence  of  thp  jufl,  to  all 
the  treafures  of  the  world. 

Had  the  penitent  not  bee9  in  earneft,  falfe  fhame 
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might  have  prevented  or  retarded  Jiis  return.     Con- 

fciou8  of  guilty  and  covered  with  confudon,  how  fhall 

he  appear  before  his  friends  and  acquaintance  ?  **  I 

;      "  know  (might  he  have  faid)  the  malice  of  an  ill 

i      *•  judging  and  injurious  world.     The  fins  which  are 

•     ^*  blotted  out  from  the  book  of  God's  remembrance 

i     **  are  not  forgotten  by  them.    Let  me  fly  rather  to  the 

**  uttermoil  parts  of  the  earth,  retire  to  the  wilder- 

^^  nefs  untrodden  by  the  foot  of  man,  and  hide  me  in 

*^  th^ifhades  which  the  beams  of  the  fun  never  pieri* 

^'  ced,  than  be  expofed  to  the  fcorn  and  contumely 

^^  and  reproach  of  all  around  me.'' 

But  the  penitent  was  determined  and  immoveable^ 
*  •  •    Tif  reft  of  the  MS.  was  not  legible. 
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I  Corinthians  ii.  la. 

Now  we  have  received^  not  the  fpirit  of  the  world y  but 
,  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God. 

1  HERE  are  two  charafters  whfbh,  in 
Sacred  Scripture,  are  fet  in  perpetual  oppofition,  the 
man  of  the  earth,  and  the  citizen  of  heaven.  The 
firft  charafter  pertains  to  that  clafs  of  men,  who, 
whatever  fpeculative  opinions  they  entertain,  yet,  in 
praftice,  confider  this  life  as  their  only  ftate  of  be- 
ing. A  perfon  of  this  charaQer  centres  all  his  re- 
gards in  himfelf ;  confines  his  views  entirely  to  this 
world,  and,  purfuing  avarice,  ambition,  or  fenfual 
pleafure,  makes  thefe  the  fole  objefts  of  purfuit. 
Good  djfpofitions  he  may  poflefs,  but  he  exercifes 
them  only  when  they  are  fubfervient  to  his  purpofes. 
Virtues  alfo  he  may  cultivate,  not  for  their  own  fake, 
but  for  the  tcAporal  advantages  they  bring  along' 
with  them.  The  citfx^n  of  heaven  moves  in  a  no- 
bler fphere.  He  does  not  indeed  affefk  the  charafter 
of  fanftity,  by  neglefliing  his  temporal  concerns. 
He  looks  upon  the  maxim  of  David,  as  infpired  wif- 
dom,  "  If  thou  art  wife,  thou  art  wife  for  thyfelf." 
But  although  he  has  his  temporal  intereft  in  his  eye, 
he  has  a  higher  intereft  in  his  heart.  What  is  necef- 
fary,  what  is  ufeful,  will  often  be  a  fubjed  of  atten- 
tion ;  but  what  is  generous,  what  is  lovely,  what  is 
honorable,  what  is  praife- worthy,  become  the  chief 
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objefts  of  purfuit.  He  cultivates  good  dlfpofitions 
from  a  fenfc  of  their  beauty,  previous  to  his  experi- 
ence  of  their  utility  ;  he  efteems  the  pofTeffion  of  vir- 
tue more  than  the  earthly  reti^ards  it  procures ;  he 
lives  in  a  conftant  difcharge  of  the  duties  of.  life  in 
this  ftate,  and  with  a  well  grounded  faith,  ap^i  an  a^-- 
imating  hope,  looks  forward  to  a  better  world,^  ^lx^ 
a  higher  ftate  of  being. 

Thefe  two  charafters,  which  divide  all  mankirftl, 
are  always  reprefented  in  Scripture  as  inconfiftent 
and  incompatible  with  each  other.  It  is  impoHible, 
fays  our  Lord,  at  one  and  the  fame  time  to  ferve 
God  and  to  ferve  Mammon.  If  any  man  iQve  the 
world,  fays  the  Apoftle  John,  the  love  of  the  Father 
n  not  in  him.  The  principles  that  aduate  thefe 
characters  are  reprefented  in  the  text  as  two  fpirits 
oppofite  to  one  another,  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  and 
the  fpirit  which  is  of  God.  The  fpirijt  of  any  thing 
is  that  vital  principle  which  fets  it  "agoing ;  which 
keeps  it  in  motion ;  which  gives  it  its  form  and  dif- 
tinguifliing  qualities.  The  fpirit  of  the  world  is  that 
principle  which  gives  a  determination  to  the  charac- 
ter, and  a  form  to  the  life,  of  the  man  of  the  earth. 
The  fpirit  which  is  of  .God  is  that  vital  principle 
which  gives  a  determination  to  the  charafter,  and  a 
form  to  the  life,  of  the  citizen  of  heaven.  One  of 
thefe  fpirits  actuates  all  mankind.  /  Whil^  therefore 
I  reprefent  the  ftriking  lineaments  in  thefe  oppofite 
charaS:er$,  take  ,this  along  with  you,  that  I  am  de- 
scribing a  charader  which  is  your  own :  a  charader 
which  either  railes  to  eminence,  or  finks  down  to  de- 
b^ment. 

In  the ^fiy?  place,  then.  The  fpirit  of  the  world  is 
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mean  and  grovelUng  ;  the  fpirit  which  is  of  God! 
is  noble  and  elevated.  The  man  of  the  earth,  ma" 
king  himfelf  the  objed  of  all  his  adions,  and  having 
his  own  intereft  perpetually  in  view,  conducts  his 
fife  by  maxims  of  utility  alone.  This  being  the 
point  to  which  he  conftantly  fleers,  this  being  the 
line  from  which  he  never  deviates,  he  puts  a  value 
on  every  thing  precifely  as  it  is  calculated  to  accom- 
plifh  his  purpofes.  Accordingly,  to  gain  his  end,  he 
defcends  to  the  loweft  and  the  vileft  means  ;  he* gives 
up  the  manly,  the  fpirited,  and  the  honorable  part 
of  life  ;  he  makes  a  facrifice  of  fame,  and  character, 
and  dignity,  and  turns  himfelf  into  all  the  forms  of 
meannefs,  and  bafenefs,  and  proftration.  The 
Prophet  Ifaiah,  with  infinite  fpirit,  derides  the  idols 
of  the  heathen  world.  "  A  man,'*  faith  he,  **  plant* 
**  eth  a  tree,  and  the  rain  doth  nouriffi  it ;  he  hew- 
•'  eth  him  down  cedars,  and  taketh  the  cyprefs*  and 
**  the  oak  ;  and  of  the  tree  which  he  planted  he  ma- 
"  keth  to  himfelf  a  god.  The  carpenter  ftretcheth  out 
**  his  rule,  he  marketh  it  out  with  a  line  j  he  falh- 
"  ioneth  it  with  planes,  and  maketh  it  after  the  fig- 
•*  ure  of  a  man ;  and  then  he  worfhippeth  it  as  a  god. 
**  Part  thereof  he  burneth  in  the  fire,  with  part  there- 
**  of  he  maketh  bread,  and  with  the  refidue  he  ma- 
"  keth  a  god.^'  Similar  to  this  is  the  creation  of 
thefe  earthly  gods.  Read  the  pages  of  their  hiftory, 
and  behold  them  rifing  to  divinity  by  compliance,  by 
fervility,  by  humiliating  meannefs,  and  the  darkeft  de- 
baXements.  How  difhonorable  often  is  that  path 
which  conduSs  to  earthly  grandeur ;  and  how  mean  a 
creature  frequently  is  he  whom  the  world  calls  a  grtat 
man !  So  low  and  grovelling  is  the  fpirit  of  the  world. 
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It  is  a  fpirit  of  a  different  kind  that  animates  the 
citizen  of  heaven.  He  is  born  from  above  ;  he  de- 
rives his  defcent  from  the  everlaftmg  Father,  and  he 
retains  a  confcious  fenfe  of  his  divine  original. 
Hence,  Chriftians,  in  Scripture,  are  called  "  noble  ;" 
are  called  the  "excellent  ones  of  the  earth/*  It  is 
unworthy  of  their  celeftial  defcent,  it  is  unbecoming 
their  new  nature,  to  (loop  to  the  meannefs  of  vice. 
The  citizen  of  heaven  fcorns  the  vile  arts,  and  the 
low  cunning,  employed  by  the  man  of  the  earth.  He 
condefcends  indeed  to  every  gentle  office  of  kindnefs 
and  humanity.  But  there  is  a  difference  between 
condefcending,  and  defccnding  from  the  dignity  of 
charafter.  From  that  he  never  defcends.  He  him- 
felf  ever  feels,  and  he  makes  others  feel  too,  that  he 
walks  in  a  path  which  leads  to  greatnefs,  and  fup- 
ports  a  charader  which  is  forming  for  heaven.  Such 
is  the  difference  between  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  and 
the  fpirit  which  is  of  God,  Supplenefs,  fervility, 
abje^  fubmiifion,  difgrace  the  one  ;  dignity,  eleva- 
tion, independence,  exalt  the  other.  The  one  is  a 
ferpent,  fmooth,  infinuating,  creeping  on  the  ground, 
and  licking  the  dull :  the  other  is  an  eagle,  that 
towers  aloft  in  the  higher  regions  of  the  air,  and 
moves  rejoicing  in  his  path  through  the  heavens. 

In  the  fecond  place^  Ihe  fpirit  of  the  world  is  a 
fpirit  of  falfehood,  dii&mulation  and  hypocrify  ;  the 
fpirit  of  God  is  a  fpirit  of  truth,  fincerity  and  open- 
acfs.  The  life  which  the  man  of  the  earth  leads  is 
A  fcene  of  impofture  and  delufion.  bhow  without 
fubftance ;  appearance  without  reality  ;  profeffioni 
offriendihip  which  fignify  nothing,  and  promifes 
which  are  never  meant  to  be  performed,  fill  up  a  life 
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vhich  is  all  outfide.  With  him  the  face  is  not  the 
index  of  the  mind,  nor  the  tongue  the  interpreter  of 
the  heart.  There  is  a  lie  in  his  right  hand.  He  is 
perpetually  ading  a  part,  and  under  a  mafk  he  goes 
about  deceiving  the  world.  He  turns  himfelf  into 
a  variety  of  fliapes.;  he  changes  as  circumftances 
change ;  he  goes  through  all  th^^  forms  of  diflimula- 
tion,  and  puts  off  one  difguife  to^put  on  another* 
He  does  not  hefitate  to  counterfeit  religion  'when  it 
ferves  a  turn,  and  to  aft  the  faint  in  order  tb  gain 
his  ends.  Hence  the  fpirjt  of  the  world  hath  often 
paifed  for  .the  fpirit  which  is  of  God,  and  Satan  un- 
der this  difguife  hath  been  miftaken  for  an  angel  of 
light.    Such  is  the  fpirit  of  the  world. 

The  fpirit  which  is  of  God  is  a  fpirit  of  truth,  fin* 
cerity  and  opennefs.  The  citizen  of  heaven  efteems 
truth  as  facred,  and  holds  fmcerity  to  be  the  firft  of 
the  virtues.  He  has  no  fecret  dodrines  to  commu- 
nicate. He  needs  no  chofen  confidents  to  whom  he 
may  impart  his  favourite  notions ;  no  private  conven- 
ticles where  he  may  difleminate  his  opinions.  What 
he  avows  to  God  he  avows  to  man.  He  expreffeth 
with  his  tongue  what  he  thinketh  with  his  heart.  He 
will  not  indeed  improperly  publifti  truths  ;  he  will 
not  proftitute  what  is  pure  and  holy  ;  he  will  not,  as 
the  Scripture  fays,  throw  pearls  before  fwine ;  but 
neither  will  he  on  any  octafion,  partake  with  fwine 
in  their  huiks.  He  is  what  he  appears  to  be.  Ar- 
rayed in  the  ijmple  majefty  of  truth,  he  feeks  no  oth- 
er  covering.  Supported  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  rec- 
titude, he  holds  fad  his  iQtegrity  as  he  woujd  guard 
his  life.  Such  is  the  difference  between  thefe  char- 
afters.     The  man  of  the  earth  turns  afide  to  the 
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crooked  paths  and  infidious  mazea  of  diflitpulation  ; 
the  citizen  of  heaven  moves  along  jn  the  onward 
traft  of  integrity  and  honor.  The  fpirit  of  the 
world  feeks  concealment  and  th^  darknefs  and  the 
Aade ;  the  fpirit  which  is  of  God  loves  the  light,  b^« 
comes  the  light,  adorns  the  light. 
♦  Thirdly^  The  fpirit  of  the  world  is  a  timid  fpirit ; 
the  fpirit  which  is  of  God  is  a  bold  and  manly  fpirit. 
Aduated  by  felfifli  prjaeiples,  and  purfuing  his  own 
intcreft,  the  man  of  tfie  earth  is  afraid  to  offend, 
He  accommodates  himfelf  to  the  manners  that  pre- 
vail, and  courts  the  favour  of  the  world  by  the  moft 
infmuating  of  all  kinds  of  flattery,  by  following  itg 
example.  Ke  is  a  mere  creature  of  the  times ;  a 
mirror  to  refled  every  vice  of  the  vicious,  and  every 
vanity  of  the  vain.  His  fole  defire  is  to  pleafe-  If 
he  fpeak  truths,  they  are  pleafing  truths.  He  dares 
not  rifk  the  difapprobatioh  of  a  fool,  and  would  rath- 
er offend  againft  the  laws  of  Heaven  than  give  of- 
fence (o  his  neighbour.  To  finners  he  appears  as 
a  fmner,  to  faints  he  appears  as  a  faint.  In  the  lit- 
eral fenfe  he  becomes  all  things  to  all  men,  without 
afpiring  to  that  faith  which  would  fet  him  above  the 
world,  or  to  that  fpirit  which  would  enable  him  to 
aflfert  the  dignity  of  the  rational  cliaracler.  He  is 
timid  becaufe  he  has  reafon  to  be  fo.  Wickednefs, 
c^demned  by  its  own  vilenefs,  is  timorous,  and  fore- 
cafleth  grievous  things.  There  is  a  dignity  in- vir- 
tue which  keeps  him  at  a  diflance  ;  he  ilcls  hov''  aw- 
ful goodnefs  is  ;  and  in  the  prefence  of  a  virtuous^ 
man,  he  fhrinks  into  his  own  infignificance. 

On  the  other  hand,  the   righteous    is  bold   as  a 
Hon.     "  I  fear  my  God,  and  I  have  no  other  fear,'* 
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is  the  language  of  his  heart.     With  God  for  his  pro- 
tedor,  and  with  innocence  for  his  ihield,  he  vralks 
through  ihe  world  with  an  ere£l  pofture,  and  with  a 
fece  th;^t  looks  upwards.     He  defpifes  a  fool,  though 
he  were  poffeffed  of  all  the  gold  of  Ophir,  and  fcorns 
a  vile  man,  though  a  minifter  of  ftate.     The  voice 
of  the  world  is  to  him  as  a  founding  brafs   or   tink- 
ling cymbal.     The  applaufes  or  the  cenfures  of  the  - 
high  or  the  low  affed  him  not.  Like  d^ftant  thunder, 
they  vibrate  on  his  car,  but  come  not  to  his  heart. 
To  him  his  own  mind  is  the  whole  world.     There 
fits  the  judge  of  his  aftions,  and  he  appeals  to  no  oth- 
€r  tribunal  upon  the  earth.     He  poffeffes  the  fpirit 
^hich  refts  upon  itfelf.     He  walks  by  his  own  light^ 
he  determines  upon  his  own  deeds.     Supported  by 
the  confcioufnefs  of  innocence,  and  ading  with  all 
the  force  of  Providence  on  his  fide,  he  has  nothing 
to  fear  ;  knows  that  he  can  no  more  be  hurt  by  the 
rumours  of  the  idle,  impious,  and  hypocritical,  thaa* 
the  heavens  can  be  fet  on  firje  by  the  fparkles  that  a- 
rife  into  the  air,  and  that  die  in  the  moment  they 
afcend.     Animated  with  this   fpirit,  the  feeble  be- 
comes ftrong  in  the  Lord.     The  Apoftles  who  on 
for'mer  occafions  had  been  weak  and  timid,   whom 
the  voice  of  a  woman  frightened  into  apoftafy,  who 
-deferted  their  Mafter  in  his  deepeft  diftrefs,  and  hid 
themfelves  from  the  fury  of  the   multitude  ;  thffe 
Apoftles  nofooner  felt  theimpulfe  of  this  Spirit,  than 
they  appeared  openly  in  themidft  of  JeruIalem,pu]k)- 
•liftled  the  refurreftion  of  Jefustothofe  priefts  and 
elders  who  had  condemned  him  to  death,  and  difcov- 
:ered  a  boldnefs  and  magnanimity,  a  fpirit  and  intre- 
pidity, which  (hook  the  councils  of  the  Jewifli  na- 
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don,  and  made  the  kings  of  the  earth  to  tremble  on 
their  thrones. 

In  the  Iq/i  place.  The  fpirit  of  the  world  is  an  in- 
terefted  fpirit  ;  the  fpirit  which  is  of  God  is  a  gener- 
ous fpirit.  The  man  of  the  earth  has  no  feeling  but 
for  himfelf.  His  own  interefl  is  his  only  objeft  ;  he 
never  loofes  fight  of^his  ;  this  is  his  all ;  every  line 
of  his  condud:  centres  in  this  point.  He  has  a  de- 
fign  in  every  thing  he  does.  As  the  Prophet  Mala- 
cbi  fays,  "  He  will  not  fhut  the  doors  for  nought/' 
He  deliberates  not  whether  an  adion  will  do  good, 
but  whether  it  will  do  good  to  him.  That  generofi- 
ty  of  fentiqient  which  expands  tEefoul;  that  charm- 
ing fenfibility  of  heart  which  makes  us  glow  for  the 
good  and  weep  for  the  woes  of  others ;  that  Chrif- 
tian  charity  which  comprehends  in  its  wide  circle  all 
our  brethren  of  mankind  j  that  diffufive  benevolence 
reduced  to  a  principle  of  aftion  which  makes  the 
human  nature  approach  to  the  Divine,  he  confiders 
as  the  dreams  of  a  vifionary  head,  as  the  figments  of 
a  romantic  mind  that  knows  not  the  world. 

But  the  fpirit  which  is  of  God  is  as^enerous 
as  the  fpirit  of  the  world  is  fordid.  One  of  the 
chief  duties  in  the  fpiritual  life  is  to  deny  felf.  Chrif* 
tianity  is  founded  upon  the  mofl  aflonipiing  inftance 
of  generofity  and  love  that  ever  was  exhibited  to  the 
world  ;  and  they  have  no  pretenfions  to  the  Chrif- 
tian-  charaSer  who  feel  not  the  truth  of  what  their 
mafter  faid,  *'  That  it  is  more  blefied  to  give  than  to 
receive.'*  This  is  not  comprehended  by  worldly 
men,  and  the  more  worldly  and  wicked  they  are,  the 
more  it  is  incomprehenfible.  "  Does  Job  ferve  God 
for  nought?*'  faidthe  firft  accuferof  thejuft.  Yes, 
Ll 
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thou  accurfed  fpirit !  he  ferves  God  for  nought* 
Thy  votaries  ferve  thee  for  lucre  and  profit  and  fil- 
thy mammon  }  but  the  children  of  God  ferve  him 
from  reverence  and  love.  Rewarded  indeed  they 
fhall  be  in  heaven,  while  thine  are  to  be  tormented, 
and  by  thyfelf,  in  hell ;  but  they  account  that  to  b^ 
a  fufficient  reward  which  they  have  even  here  in  their 
own  hearts,  the  confcioulhefs  and  the  applaufes  of 
generofity. 
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Luke  xi.  13. 

'•Haw  much  moreJhaU  your  heavenly  Father  give  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  him  ! 

In  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  ouf  Lord 
prefcribed  to  his  difciples  a  pattern  of  prayer.     He 
difcovered  the  Deity  to  them  under  the  tender  name 
of  a  Father  j  and  he  taught  them  to  approach  the 
throne  df  Grace  with  the  affe£lion  and  the  confi- 
dence of  children.     To  encourage  them  ftill  more 
to  pra^ice  this  duty,  he  aiTures  them  of  fuccefs  upon 
their  perfeverance  in  devotion  ;  and  to  imprefs  his 
inftruftions  in   the  flrongeft  manner  upon  their 
minds,  he  delivers  a  parable  to  them,  which  he  con- 
cludes with  thefe  words  :  ^'  A{k,  and  it  ihall  be  giv- 
<^  en  you  ;  feelc,  and  ye  fhall  find  ;  knock,   and  it 
•*  fliall  be  opened  unto  you.     For  every  one  that 
^*  a&eth,  receiveth  ;  and  he  that  feeketh,  findeth ; 
^'  and  to  him  that  knocketh,  it  fhall  be  opened.    If  a 
**  fon  fhall  afk  bread  of  any  of  you  that  is  a  father, 
^^  will  he  give,  him  a  flone  ?  or  if  he  afk  a  fifh,  will 
^*  he  for  a  fifh  give  him  a  ferpent  ?  or  if  he  fhall  afk 
**  an  egg,  will  he  offer  him  a  fcorpion  ?  If  ye  then, 
'^  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your 
^*  children,  how  much  more  fhall  your  heavenly  Fa- 
**  thcr  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  afk  him  ?*' 
As  if  he  had  faid,  /^  I  have  told  you  that  God  is 
"your  Father  J  that  his  ear  is  ever  open  to  your 


fl^6  SERMON      XXI. 

**  cry,  and  that  his  hand  is  ever  ftretched  out  in 
**  your  behalf.  You  that  ate  fathers  can  judge  of 
**  the  paternal  affeftion..  If  you  fee  a  child  in  dif- 
•*  trefs,  will  your  bowels  of  compaflion  be  (hut  a- 
"  gainft  him  ?  When  he  utters  the  voice  of  forrow, 
*'  will  you  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  his  complaint  ?  Will 
".  you  refufe  to  ftretch  out  the  hand  to  fave  him 
**  from  the  pit,  and  inftead  of  relieving  him,  pufh 
*'  him  down  into  deftruftion  ?  There  is  no  father  fo 
*'  barbarous,  and  no  heart  fo  crueL  If  you,  then, 
**  evil  and  corrupted  as  you  are ;  if,  clothed  as  you 
^^  are  with  hujman  frailties  and  infirmities,  you  know 
**  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your  children  j  if  the 
*'  workings  of  nature,  and  the  yearnings  of  paternal 
**  affefliion,  prompt  you  to  perform  good  offices,  how 
"  much  more  will  the  infinite  benevolence  of  theDe- 
*'  ity  prompt  him  to  blefs  all  his  offspring,  and  open 
**  his  bpuntiful  hand  to  the  whole  family  of  heaven 
**  and  earth  !  As  the  Moft  High  God  who  inhabit- 
**  eth  eternity,  excells  his  meaneft  Creature,  the  be- 
'^  ing  of  a  day,  fo  far  doth  the  infinite  benignity  and 
**  cverlafling  love  of  your  Father  in  heaven  exceed 
**  the  fondefl  affeftion  of  an  earthly  parent." 

In  further  difcourfing  to  you  upon  this  fubjeft,  I 
Ihall  explain  what  is  meant  by  giving  the  Holy  Spir- 
it. 

Perhaps  thefe  words  may  refer  to  the  extraordina- 
ry  effufionof  the  Holy  Ghoft  upon  the  Apoflles  on 
the  day  of  Pentecoft,  when  they  received  the  gift  of 
tongues,  and  were  endued  with  the  power  of  work- 
ing  miracles.  Though  thefe  words  may  include  this 
meaning,  yet  they  chiefly  refer  to  the  ordinary  influ- 
cnce  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  which  extends  to  every 
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generation  ;  which  is  the  principle  of  the  fpirltual 
life  within  us,  and  continues  with  the  faithful  in  all 
ages.  Reafon  and  revelation  concur  in  aflfuring  us, 
that  the  great  Creator  hath  never  withdrawn  him-- 
felf  from  his  works.  Above  us,  around  us,  and 
within  us,  God  i6  feen,  God  is  felt.  The  vaft  uni-* 
verfe  is  one  great  temple  which  he  fills'with  his  pref-* 
cnce.  As  he  is  ever  prefent  in  the  world,  he  is  ever 
employed.  The  hand  that  at  firft  ftretched  our  the 
heavens,  ftitl  fupports  the  pillars  of  the  firmament. 
The  breath  which  kindled  the  vital  heat  of  nature, 
ftill  keeps  the  flame  alive  and  glowing  ;  God 
ilill  ads  through  all  his  works,  prefer ving  and  up« 
holding  the  whole  fyftem  of  things,  and  carrying  for* 
ward  the  defigns  of  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs. 
His  providence  is  a  continued  exertion  of  creating 
power.  As  he  is  employed  in  the  material,  he  afls 
alfo  upon  the  moral  world.  The  Father  of  fpirits ' 
communicates  himfelf  to  holy  men,  enlightens  their 
underftandings  with  divine  knowledge  ;  by  fecrct 
ways,  at  once  ftrengthens  and  ravifhes  the  mind,  and 
fills  them  with  a  confcious  fenfe  of  his  own  prefence. 
Hence  the  wifeft  among  the  heathens,  guided  only 
by  the  light  of  nature,  acknowledged  the  neceffity  of 
fupernatural  aids,  and  taught  that  nothing  great  or 
good  could  be  performed  without  the  influence  of  a 
divine  Spirit.  But  as  this  doctrine  hath  been  by 
fome  denied  altogether,  and  by  others  involved  in 
myflicifm  and  abfurdity,  it  will  be  proper  to  give  you 
that  juft  and  rational  account  of  it.  which  the  Scrip- 
ture authorifes. 

There  is  hardly  any  one  thing  of  which  mankind 
may  be  mack  more  fenfible  from  their  own  expepi- 
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caB«,  than  the  neceffity  of  divine  aids.      Fot  ahs ! 
the  balance  in  human  nature^  between  reafon  and 
^petite»  between  the  powers  of  the  mind,  and  the 
inclinations  arifing  from  the  body,  is  in  a  great  de- 
gree loft.     There  may  be,  and  there  once  was,  a 
more  harmonious  temperament  in  the  human  frame. 
The  rational  part  of  our  nature  was  better  enlighten- 
ed and  more  vigorous  ;  the  paffions  and  appetites  of 
the  animal  part  moved  under  its  control.     But  that 
flate  of  innocence  is  no  more.     Our  nature  is  now 
degenerated  ;  we  find  a  law  in  the  members  warring 
againft  the  law  of  the  mind.    This  diforder  of  our 
frame  is  more  and  more  increafed  by  thofe  falfe  no- 
tions of  happiftefs  which  we  are  apt  to  imbibe,  and 
by  the  many  bad  lizamples  among  which  we  pafs 
our  early  years,  infomuch,  that  by  the  time  tbat  we 
are  grown  up  to  the  full  power  and  exercife  of  rea- 
fon, we  find  ourfelves  brought  under  the  dominion 
of  fenfual  and  wicked  inclinations.     How  then  (hall 
we  recover  our  liberty  ?  How  (hall  we  regain  the  o- 
riginal  re&itude  of  our  nature,  and  obtain  a  vi&ory 
over  the  vices  which  war  againft  the  foul  ?  Is  nature, 
fuch  as  it  now  is,  fufficient  for  thefe  things  ?  Is  reafon 
ialpne  an  equal  match  for  the  paffions  and  de  fire^  of 
the  heart,  broke  loofe  ^rom  all  their  reftraints,  au- 
thorifed  by  cuftom,  and  inflamed  by  example  ?  Can 
we  ceafe  to  do  evil  and  learn  to  do  well,  purely  of 
ourfelves,  and  be  able  to  turn  the  ilream  of  our  af- 
fedions  from,  feniible  and  earthly  things,  to  obje£is 
worthy  of  the  choice  and  purfuit  of  a  reafonable  na- 
ture ?  Can  we,  in  fhort,  convert  ourfelves  by  our 
own  ftrcngth,  and- turn  from  the  power  of  Satan  un- 
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to  the  livmg  God  ?   Are  we  fuffident  for  tbefe 
things  ? 

We  are  not.  When  we  would  do  good  evil  i$ 
prefent  with  us;  the  fenfual  patt  pf  our  natures  ob- 
tsMUs  dominitfh  over  the  rational ;  we  are  chained 
down  to  the  earth,  while  we  attempt  to  foar  to  th^ 
heavens.  Here,  therefoie^  God  hath  gracioufly  in^ 
terpofed  for  our  recovery.  As  he  fent  his  Son  intp 
the  world  to  redeem  us  Iromi  the  guilt  of  fin  and  the 
curfe  of  the  law,  he  gives  us  his  Holy  Spirit  tqi  de- 
liver us  from  the  dominion  of  fin,  and  to  tranflate 
us  from  the  bondage  of  Satan  into  the  iamiiy  of 
Heaven,  and  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of 
God.  Hence  he  is  faid  to  work  in  us  both  to  will 
and  to  do  that  which  is  his  good  pleafute.  We  are 
faid  to  receive  the  Spirit,  and  our  bodies  are  ftyled 
the  temples  df  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

Concerning  this  Spirit  given  to  thofe  thatalk  him, 
I  obferve,  in  ihtfirft.  place,  that  his  influence  is  con^ 
fiftent  with  the  freedom  of  a  reafonable  being.  The 
affiftance  which  we  receive  from  above^both  in  our 
firft  converfion  from  fin,  and  through  the  whole 
cour&of  a  religious  life,  are  entirely  rational,  and  have 
only  a  perfuafive  and  moral  influence.  They  do  not 
refemble  the  infpirationof  the  prophets  of  old,  which 
was  fudden  and  violent,'  and  overpowered  the  mind ; 
which  fuperfeded  the  ufe  of  reafon,  and  fufpended  for 
a  while  the  ezercife  of  the  natural  faculties}.  The 
prq>hets  were  but  the  inftruments  of  the  fpirit,  but 
we  work  together  with  God.  The  grace  of  Heaven 
does  not  take  away  the  powers  of  the  mind,  but  ex- 
alts them.  It  does  not  deilroy  the  natural  liberty  of 
the  mind,  it  makes  us  free  indeed.    If  a  man  lofes^ 
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his  free  agency  he  ceafes  to  J^e  a  man.     He  is  a  tna^ 
chine,  and  is  zSted  upon.    In  oppofiiion  to  this,  God 
is  faid  in  Scripture,  to  draw  us  with  the  cords  of  love, 
and  with  the  bands  of  a  man :  that  is,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  is  mofi  confident  with  freedom  of  choice, 
and  agreeable  to  the  conftitution  of  a  reafonable  na- 
ture.    Reafon  being  the  nobleft  faculty  of  the  hu- 
man frame,  it  firft  partakes  the  influence  of  the  di- 
ynne  Spirit.     Its  views  are  enlarged  to  take  in  the 
fyftem  of  divine  truth,  and  its  power  is  increafed  to 
gov^n  the  whole  man.      1  hefe  divine  aids  extend 
to  the  heart  and  the  aflfeftions,  place  them  on  proper 
obje£^s,  and  giv^  them  their  nobleft  joys.     In  fhort, 
they  take  in  the  whole  of  the  Chriftxan  life.     They 
infpire  good  refolutions  and  purpofes  of  new  obedi* 
ence;  they  carry  us  on,  and  encouraged  us  in  the  ways 
of  righteoufnefs ;  they  render  the  pradice  of  our  du- 
ty eafy  and  delightful,  and  bring  us  at  laft  to  the  en« 
joyment  of  uninterrupted  and  everlafting  happinefs. 
Thus  you  fee,  that  the  influence  of  the  divine  Spir- 
it is  in  a  way  agreeable  to  the  frame  of  human  nature, 
gentle  and  perfuaiive ;  not  controlling  or  obftrud- 
ing  the  ufe  of  reafon,  but  by  the  ufe  of  reafon  influen- 
cing the  will,  moderating  the  afie£Hons,  and  regulating 
the  whole  converfalion.    It  is  no  argument  agalnft  the 
reality  of  fuch  divine  aids,  that  they  arenotdiftinguifh- 
able  from  the  operation  of  our  own  minds,  and  that  we 
feel  them  not  in  a  fenfible  and  (triking  manner.   How 
difficult  is  it  in  our  own  character  to  difl:inguifli  what  is 
natural  from  what  is  acquired ;  to  diftinguifli  between 
the  natural  treafures  of  the  mind,  and .  thofe  foreign 
ftores  which  Ihe  imports  from  education.     The  Spir- 
it of  God  ads  in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  moft  agreeable 
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,  to  the  faculties  of  the  mind.     It  is  in  this  manner 
alfo,  that  God  ads  in  the  material  world.    Whatev- 
er is  done  in  the  heavens,  or  in  the  earth,  or  in  the 
fca,  is  brought  about  by  Divine  Providence.    Yet  all 
that  chain  of  caufes  and  effeds,  from  the  lowed  up 
to  the  throne  of  God,  we  call  by  the  name  of  the 
courfe  of  nature.     But  what  is  this  ?  Xh«  courfe  of 
nature  is  the  energy  of  God. 
,  In  the/econd  place,  I  obferve,  concerning  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Spirit,  that  its  reality  is  only  known 
by  its  operation  and  efFed  upon  our  lives.     "  Mar- 
"  vel  not,'*  faid  our  Lord  to  Nicodemus,  "  that  I 
**  faid  unto  you.  Thou  muft  be  born  again.     1  he 
**  wind  bloweth  where  it  lifteth,  and  thou  heareft  the 
"  found  thereof,  but  canft  not  tell  whence  it  cometh, 
^*  and  whither  it  goeth.     So  is  every   one  that  is 
"  born  of  the  Spirit."    That  is,  as  if  he  had  faid,  the 
influences  of  the  fpirit  are  indeed  imperceptible  to 
fenfe,   and  cannot  be  diftinguiihed  in  the  precife 
moment  of  their  operation,  but  they  are  vifibl'e  and 
certain  in   their    efFeds,  and  in  the  fruits  which 
they  produce.     A  life  of  obedience  and  hoiinefs, 
therefore,  is  the  proof,  and  the  only  proof,  that  tfae 
Spirit  dwells  in  us.      The  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  fay 
the  Scriptures,  is  goodnefs  and  righteoufnefs   and 
truth.     The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,   peace, 
long-fuffering,  gentlenefs,  meeknefs  and  temperance. 
The  life  then,  my  friends,  the,  life  is  the  criterion 
and  teft  by  which  we  fhall  know  if  we  are  born  of 
the  Spirit.     There  are  indeed  other  marks,  eafier  at- 
tained, which  fome  people  have  found  out  to  them- 
felves.     A  light  within,  a  call  from  heaven,  a  fecret 
voice,  and  an  extraordinary  impulfe,  thefe  are  often 
Mm 
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the  effects  not  of  a  divine  favour,  but  of  a  v^ak  an* 
derftanding,  and  a  wild  imagination,  and  c^en  of 
fomething  worfe,  even  of  arrant  hypocrify  and'  un« 
blulhing  impudence.  Tbefe  indeed  are  the  marks 
of  a  fpirit  which  hath  often  appeared  in  the  world, 
but  which  48  very  different  from  the  Spirit  of  God. 
Thefe  are  the  fytnptoms  of  that  intolerant  and  perfe* 
cuting  Spirit,  the  offspring  of  darknefs  and  of  de» 
mons,  which,  excepting  a  few  favourites,  purfues  the 
human  race  with  unrelenting  hatred  in  this  world, 
and  configns  them  over  to  eternal  pains  in  the  next. 
This  is  a  fpirit  which  hath  ilain  its  thoufands.  Fire 
and  fword  mark  its  approach  ;  its  (teps  are  in  die 
blood  of  the  juft,  and  it  (hakes  the  rod  of  extermin^r 
tion  over  the  affrighted  earth.  But  the  Spirit  of 
God  is  the  Spirit  of  love.  It  fills  us  with  affedioft  . 
and  benevolence  towards  all  our  brethren  of  man- 
kind. For  he  that  dwelleth  in  love,  dwelleth  m 
God,  and  God  dwelleth  in  him. 

This  do£trine  of  the  Spirit  dwelling  in  us,  and  af- 
filling  us  to  perform  good  works,  furnifheth  a  ftrong 
argument  for  humility.  Why  boaftefl  thou,  O 
man  ?  What  haft  thou  which  thou  haft  not  received  ? 
From  God  defcendeth  every  good  and  every  perfeft 
gift.  We  can  do  nothing  of  ourfelves,  not  even  fo 
much  as  to  think  a  good  thought.  It  is  by  the  grace 
of  God  that  we  are  what  we  are.  He  graciouily 
accepts  of  our  fmcere  endeavours  to  pleafe  him  ;  and 
at  laft  rewards  thofe  fervices,  which  by  his  grace  he 
enables  us  to  perform.  Let  us  therefore  be  fenfible 
of  our  own  imperfedions,  and  give  all  the  praife  to 
hifh.  Let  this  ftir  us  up  to  adivity  in  our  Chriftian 
courfe.    The  proper  ufe  and  improvement  of  this 
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dofhine  is  not  to  fit  ftill  and  take  our  reft,  becaufe 
God  gives  us  his  Holy  Spirit,  but  relying  on  the  af- 
fiftance  of  his  fpirit  to  move  forwards  in  our  Chrif- 
tian  race.  Seeing  God  worketh  in  you,  therefore 
work  out  your  falvation.  Up  therefore  and  be  do* 
iiig,  feeing  the  Lord  is  with  you.  You  not  only  ad 
irith  the  force  of  Providence  on  your  fide  }  you 
have  not  only  the  Captain  of  Salvation  fighting  with 
you  i  but  you  have  alfo  his  Spirit  within  you,  lead- 
ing you  on  to  viftory. 

In  the  Iq^  place.  Let  us  exprefs  our  gratitpde  and 
pralfe  to  this  divine  Gueft,  who  voiuchfa&s  to  be  our 
giiide  and  our  comforter  ;  let  us  be  careful  not  to 
grieve  and  ofiend  him  by  wicked  anions,  led  he 
withdrawhimfelf  from  us  }  and  let  us  always  re* 
member,  that  he  who  is  a  pure  and  holy  Spirit,  can* 
not  dwell  in  polluted  hearts,  and  in  temples  that  are 
not  his  own. 
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ISAIAH  XXVi.  20. 

Com  my  people 9  enter  thou  into  thy  Chambers ^  and  Jbui 
thy  doors  about  thee* 

W  ITHOUT  viewing  thefe  'words  in 
conneftion  with  what  goes  before  or  follows  afrer, 
I Jhatl  confider  them  as  containing  an  e:!thortation 
;  to  religious  retirement.  Man  was'  intended  by  his 
Creator  for  fociety.  All  the  powers  of  his  frame, 
the  faculties  of  his  mind,  and  the  qualities  of  his 
heart,  lead  him  to  the  focial  (late  as  the  ftate  of  his 
nature.  But  although  man  was  made  for  a&ion,  he 
was  alfo  intended  for  contemplation.  There  is  a 
time  when  folitude  has  a  charm  for  the  foul  j  when 
weary  of  the  world,  it§  follies  and  its  cares,  we  love 
to  be  alone,  to  enter  into  our  chamber,  to  fliut  the 
door  about  us,  and  in  filence  to  commune  with  our 
heart.  Such  a  retirement,  when  devoted  to  pious 
purpofes,  is  highly  ufeful  to  man,  and  moft  accepta- 
ble to  fc?od.  Hence  the  holy  men  are  reprefented  in 
Scripture  as  giving  themfelves  to  meditation  ;  hence 
Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  is  deCcribed  as  fending  the  mul- 
titude away>  and  going  apart  to  the  mountain. 

An  opinion  once  prevailed  in  the  world,  and  in 
many  parts  of  it  ftill  prevails,  that  all  virtue  cpnfifted 
in  fuch  a  retreat ;  that  the  perfe&ion  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  life  confifted  in  retiring  from  the  world  alto- 
gether, in  withdrawing  from  human  converfe>  in 
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(hutting  ourfelves  up  in  the  folitude  of  a  cell,  and 
pafling  our  days  in  barren  and  unprofitable  fpecula- 
tion.  Such  notions  of  a  holy  life  have  no  founda^ 
tion  in  the  word  of  God.  Mofes  and  the  prophets^ 
Jefus  and  the  apoftles  themfelves,  z&ed  a  part  in 
public  life,  and  enjoin  their  difciples  not  to  with- 
draw from  the  world,  but  to  go  about  doing  goodj^ 
not  to  wrap  up  their  talent  in  a  napkin,  but  to  im- 
prove it  by  their  induftry  ;Jnot  to  put  their  light 
under  a  bufiiel,  but  to  make  it  fliine  before  men. 
The  retreat,  therefore,  which  fcripture  recommends, 
is  temporary  and  not  total  ;  is  not  the  retreat  of  ^ 
monk  to  his  cell,  or  a  hermit  to  his  cave  ;  but  of 
men  living  in  the  world,  going  out  of  it  for  a  time, 
to  return  with  greater  improvement.  To  retire  at 
times  into  the  clofet  for  thefe  purpofes,  is  of  general 
obligation  upon  all  Chriftians.  To  induce  you, 
therefore,  to  the  pra&ice  of  this  duty,  I  Ihall  now 
fliow  j^ou  the  advantages  which  thereby  you  may  ex- 
pe€t  to  reap. 

The  advantages  attending  religious  retirement  are 
thefe  :  it  takes  oflF  the  impreffion  which  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  evil  example  has  a  tendency  to  make 
upon  the  mind  ;  it  is  favourable  for  fixing  pious  pur- 
pofes in  the  mind,  and  flrengthening  our  iiabits  of 
virtue  ;  k  brings  us  to  the  knowledge  of  iSurfelves  ; 
k  opens  a  fource  of  new  and  better  entertainment 
than  we  meet  with  in  the  world. 

In  the  Jir/i  place.  Religious  retirement  takes  off 
the  impreffion  which  the  neighbourhood  of  evil  ex- 
ample has  a  tendency  to  make  upon  the  mind.  The 
world,,  my  fHends|is  not  in  general  a  fchool  of  vir- 
tue, it  IS  often:  the  fcene  of  vanity  and  vice.     Cor« 
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tupted  manners,  Ticious  deeds,  evil  coAimnnicirtioad^ 
furround  us  on  every  fide.     From  our  firft  entrance 
into  life,  we  become  fpeftators  of  the  vicious,  and 
witnefTes  to  the  commiffion  of  fin.      This  prdence 
of  the  wicked  le0ens  our  natural  horror  at  a  crime, 
it  renders  the  idea  of  vice  familiar  to  the  mind»  and 
infenfibly  lulls  afleep  that  guarded   circumfpeftion 
which  ought  always  to  be  awake.     Befides  this  con- 
tagion of  evil  example,   the  unhappy  pronenefs  of 
men  to  imitate  the  manners  of  thofe  with  Vhom  they 
live,  adds  ftrength  to  the  temptations  of  the  world. 
Our  favourable  opinion  of  the  perfon  extends  to  the 
action  he  commits,  and  by  our  fatal  fondnefs  of  im- 
itation, wc  do, what  we  fee  done.     Our  way  then  in 
the  world  lies  through  fnares   and  precipices  ;  we 
fee  and  we  hear  at  the  peril  of  our  fouls.    The  con- 
tagion in  which  we  live,  transfufes  itfelf  into  our 
own  minds.    How  often  is  the  purity  of  the  clofet 
loft  amid  the  pollution  of  the  world  !  The  good  refo- 
lutions  of  the  morning  give  way  to  buffle  and  bu& 
nefs,  or  to  the  career  of  pleafure,  and  the  day  that 
began  with  innocence  and  devotion,  ends  in  vanity 
and  vice.     Temptations  in  every  form  affiiult  your 
innocence,  and  the  adverfary  of  your  foid  is  forever 
on  the  watch.  On^  falfe  ftep  may  fend  you  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  precipice.     One  word  fpoken  ia  paffion, 
hath  given  rife  to  quarrels  that  have  lifted  through  life. 
A  iingte  glance  of  envy,  of  revenge,  or  of  impttre 
defire,  hath  raifed  a  conflagration  which  could  only 
be  quenched  by  blood*      To  avoid  the  poHutioa 
with  which  the  world  is  infe&ed,  to  keep  off  the 
intruiion  of  vain  and  finful  thoughts,  enter  into  fby 
chamber,  and  fliut  thy  doors  around  thee.    There 
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the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling,  there  the  man  wlio 
'  i^  wearied  of  the  world  is  at  reft.  There  the  glare  of 
external  objeSs  difappears^and  the  chains  that  bound 
you  to  the  world  are  broken.  1  here  you  (hut  out 
the  ftrife  of  tongues,  the  impertinences  of  the  idle, 
jthe  lies  of  the  vain,jtfae  fcandal  of  the  malicious,  the 
flanders  of  the  defatner,  and  all  that  world  of  iniqui* 
ty  which  proceeds  from  the  tongue.  In  this  afyluut 
thy  fafcty  dwells.  To  thy  holy  retreat,  an  impure 
gueft  dares  not  approach.  Enjoying  the  blefled 
calm  andfereaity  of  thy  own  mind,  thou  beared  the 
tempeft  raging  around  ihee  andfpending  its  ftrength  ; 
the  objods  of  fenfe  being  removed,  the  appetites 
which  they  excited,  depart  along  with  them.  1  he 
fcene  being  (hifted,  and  the  adorsgone,  the  pafTion^ 
which  they  raifed  die  away. 

In  the  fecmd  place,  1  his  devout  retirement  is  fa- 
vourable for  fixing  pious  purpofes  in  the  mind,  and 
ftrengthening  our  habits  of  virtue.  We  are  fo  form- 
ed ^by  the  Author  of  our  nature,  that  the  niateriai 
objefts  with  which  we  are  furrounded  raife  ideas  in 
us,  and  make  impreffions  upon  us  merely  by  their  own 
nature,  and  without  any  afTiIlance  from  ourfelves. 
There  are  motions  in  the  body  which  are  involuntary 
and  fpontaneous,  and  there  are  impreffions  in  the 
mind  whi^h  are  as  much  out  of  our  power.  At  the 
prefence  of  certain  objefts,  we  feel  certain  paffions 
whether  we  will  or  not;  we  cannot  command  the 
emotions  which  arife  in  the  mind  ;  on  many  occa* 
fions  we  are  merely  pafKve  to  the  influence  of  exter- 
nal things.  When  imminent  danger  threatens,  or 
the  ihriek  of  jeopardy  is  heard,  the  heart  throbs,  the 
blood  takes  the  alarm,  and  the  fpirits  are  agitated 
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without   our  diredion  or  confcnt.     As  the  nature 
of  the  plant  is  afteded  by  the  foil  where  it  grows  ; 
as  the  nature  of  the  animal  is  aSeded  by  the  paf* 
ture    where  he   ranges  ;  fo  the  character  of  the 
man  who  never  thinks,  who  never  retires  into  him- 
felf,  arifes  from  the  mode  of  life  in  which  he  is  en- 
gaged.    His  mind  is  in  fubjedion  to«;^he  obje&s 
which  furround  him.     He  paiTes  from  objed  to  ob- 
jed  as  the  fcene  changes  before  him,  and  he  is  deliv- 
ered over  from  paflion  to  paffion  according  to  the 
events  which  vary  his  life.     Thus  in  fociety  we  are 
in  a  great  meafure  governed  by  accidents,  and  the 
mind  is  paffive  to  the  imprefTions  which  it  receives. 
But  in  folitude  we  are  in  a  world  of  our  own.     We 
can  call  up  what  ideas,  and  converfe  with  what  ob- 
jeds  we  pleafe.     We  can  fay  to  one  defire,  "  Go,'* 
and  to  another,  "  Come."     Dazzled  no  longer  with 
the  falfe  glitter  of  the  world,  we  open  our  eyes  to  the 
beauties  of  that  better  country  which  is  a  heavenly 
one ;  ftunned  no  more  with  the  noife  of  folly,  we 
.  can  liften  in  filence  to  the  ftill  fmall  voice.     Efcaped 
from  the  broad  way,  we  fet  out  on  the  narrow  path. 
1  hat  is  the  place,  and  then  is  the  time  to  feal  the 
ufeful   truth,  and  to  fix  the  pious  purpofe.     Then 
you  can  bell  recoiled  your  native  ftrength,  and  ftir 
up  the  grace  of  God  which  is  in  you.    Then  at  leif- 
ure  you  can  refled  by  what  temptations  you  were 
formerly  foiled,  that  you  may  guard  againfl  them  in 
the  time  to  come ;  forefeeing  the  evil  day,  you  will 
look  out  for  the  bell   fupport  when  it  comes  j  and 
putting  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,  you  will  be 
able  to  refift  the  fiery  darcs  of  the  evil  one,  and  to  go 
forth  conquering  and  to  conquer.     By  thefe  means 
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die  good  thoughts  which  were  (battered  up  aad  down 
^  your  life  will  be  coUeifted  together,  and  fettle  in  ^ 
fixed  purpofe  of  new  obedience.  The  various  rays 
thus  converging  into  one,  will  kindle  into  a  fervent 
flame. 

In  the  third  place.  By  means  of  religious  retirement, 
thou  wilt  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  thyfelf. 
This  is  a  part  of  our  fuperiority  to  the  other  crea- 
tures, that  we  are  not  confined  to  prefeot  objeds,  that 
we  can  extend  our  view  beypnd  the  province  of  fenfe, 
^nd  turn  our  attention  wherever  we  pleafe,  through- 
out  the  whole  fyftem  of  nature.  The  mind  can  ar- 
reft  itfelf  in  its  motion^  and  become  the  objed  of  its 
own  contemplation.  The  nobleft  of  fciences  is  to 
know  ourfelves.  But  however  ufefui  and  important 
this  ftudy  is,  there  is  none  with  which  we  are  fo  lit- 
tle acquainted.  Delighting  to  wander  abroad,  and 
familiar  every  where,  you  are  ftrangers  at  home^ 
ftrangers  to  your  own  charader,  ftrangers  to  your  • 
own  heart,  ftrangers  to  all  that  is  moft  important  for 
a  ratioftal  creature  to  know.  You  give  your  thoughts 
to  wander  through  the  whole  world ;  on  the  wings 
of  imagination  you  fly  from  pole  to  pole  j  but  you 
never  defcend  into  yourfelf.  For  what  reafon  art 
thou  fo  averfe  to  know  thyfelf?  Becaufe  thou  art 
afraid  of  lofing  thine  own  good  opinion ;  becaufe 
thou  wanteft  to  impofe  upon  thyfelf,  and  then  to  im- 
pofe  upon  the  world.  For  this  caufe«  thou  dareft 
not  appeal  to  thine  •wn  mind,  thou  dareft  not  meet 
thy  heart  alone.  Thou  avoideft  the  light,  Jieft  thine 
evil  deeds  fhould  be  made  manifeft.  TRou  flieft 
from  the  God  within,  as  Adam  when  he  had  hWtn 
fled  from  the  Lord>  becaufe  thou  art  afrajid.  What 
Nn 
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can  be  more  fufpicious  than  for  reafonable  ci^eatures 
to  decline  the  bar  of  rcafon?  What  can  be  more 
ftianieful  than  for  thofe  who  have  an  underftanding, " 
not  to  be  able  or  willing  to  give  an  account  of  their 
anions  to  themfelves  f  What  can  be  more  reproach- 
ful than  for  men  to  allow  themfelves  in  a  courfe  of 
life,  which  they  have  not  the  cdurage  or  the  confi- 
dence to  refleft  upon Jy 

Sinner  !  deal  plamly  with  thyfelf.  If  thou  wert 
not  afliamed  of  thyfelf.  Why,  in  the  name  of  the  all- 
knowing  God,  (houldft  thou  decline  convcrfing  with 
thyfelf?  If  all  were  well  at  home,  what  ihould  make 
thee  fo  fond  of  rambling  abroad,  and  lofing  the  re-  , 
membrance  of  thyfelf  in  a  crowd  of  vain  amufements? 
Here,  here  is  the  caufe  of  thy  love  of  noifeand  hur- 
ry, and  tumult  and  diffipation,  and  perpetual  diver- 
fions :  thy  aim  is  by  this  means  to  efcape  from  thy- 
felf, to  employ  and  divert  thy  mind,  that  "it  may  not 
*  be  forced  upon  fuchan  ungrateful  fubjeft.  Yet,  here 
wifdom  begins.  Thou  never  canft  afcend  to  the 
knowledge  of  Him  whom  to  know  is  life  eternal, 
without  knowing  thyfelf ;  and  thou  canft  never  know, 
thyfelf,  without  retiring  from  the  world,  without 
ftripping  off  whatever  is  artificial  about  thee,  without 
throwing  off  the  veil  which  thou  weareft  before  men, 
and  devoting  thy  fecret  hours  to  feiious  confidera- 
tion.  I  Enter  then  into  thy  chamber,  fhut  the  doors 
about'thee,  commune  with  thine  own  heart,  be  ftill, 
fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  *'  Search  and  try  me,  OLord ; 
"  fee  if  there  be  any  evil  way  in  me,  and  lead  me. in 
**  the  way  everlafting.**    t      "'  ^  -^ 

In  the  fourth  place,  Retirement  and  -meditation 
will  open  a  fource  of  new  and  better  entertainment 
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than  you  meet  with  in  the  world.  Tou  will  foon 
find  that  the  world  does  not  perform  what  it  prom- 
ifes.  The  circle  of  earthly  enjoyments  is  harrow  and 
circumfcribed,  the  career  of  fenfual  pleafure  is  foon 
runi  and  when  the  novelty  is  over,  the  charm  is  gone. 
Who  has  not  felt  the  fatiety  and  wearinefs  of  the 
king  of  Ifrael,  when  he  cried  out,  "  All  is  vanity  and 
"  vexation  of  fpirit  ?*'  Unhappy  is  the  man  who  in 
thefe  cafes  has  nothing  within  to  cpnfole  him  un* 
der  his  difappointment.  Miferable  is  the  man  who 
has  no  refources  within  himfelf,  who  cannot  enjoy 
his  own  company,  who  depends  for  happinefs  upon 
the  next  amufement,  or  the  news  of  the  day. 

But  the  wife  man  has  treafures  within  himfelf.  He 
has  a  fpring  Ihut  up,  and  a  fountain  fealed.  The 
hour  of  folitude  is  the  hour  of  meditation,  He  com* 
munes  with  his  heart  alone.  He  reviews  the  aSions 
of  his  paft  life.  He  correfts  what  is  amifs.  He  re- 
joices  in  what  is  rights  and,  wifer  by  experience,  lays 
the  plan  of  his  future  life.  The  great  and  the  noble, 
the  wife  and  the  learned,  the  pious  and  the  good, 
have  been  lovers  of  ferious  retirement.  On  thisr 
field  the  patriot  forms  his  fchemes,  the  philofopher 
purfues  his  difcoveries,  the  faint  improves  himfelf  in 
wifdom  and  goodnefs.  Solitude  is  the  hallowed 
ground  which  .religion  in  every  age  has  adopted  as 
its  own.  There  her  facred  infpiration  is  felt,  and 
her  holy  myfteries  elevate  the  foul ;  there  devotion 
lifts  up  the  voice ;  there  falls  the  tear  of  contrition  j 
there  the  heart  pours  itfelf  forth  before  Him  who 
made,  and  Him  who  redeemed  it.  Apart  from  men, 
yott  live  with  Nature^and  converfe  with  God. 
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IsAtAH  Ivii.  tl« 

There  iJ  no  peace ^  faith  my  Gody  to  the  wicked. 

IT  is  uniirerfllly  agreed  that  the  workn 
of  creation  demonftrate  the  being  and  the  attributes 
of  the  Deity.  The  invifible  things  of  God,  even  hid- 
eternal  power,  his  unerring  wtfdom  and  his  infinite 
goodnefs,  are  every  trhere  legible  throughout  the 
great  book  of  Nature.  It  is  very  aftonifliing,  howev* 
er,  that  many  perfons  who  from  the  creation  of  the 
world  infer  the  exiftence  and  perfe&ions  of  the  Dei* 
tyj  fhould,  from  the  government  of  the  world,  infer 
the  neceffity  of  a  day  of  judgment  to  reftify  the 
courfe  of  Providence,  and  vindicate  the  ways  of 
God.  The  works  of  God  muft  certainly  be  uniform 
and  of  a  piece.  According  to  the  reprefentations 
of  Sacred  Scripture,  the  day  of  judgment  was  not 
appointed  to  account  for  the  condud  of  Providence, 
but  to  pafs  fentence  on  the  a&ions  of  men.  All  the 
adminiflrations  of  God  ate  conduced  with  fupreme 
wifdom  and  goodnefs.  He  is  forever  employing 
the  power  of  his  providence  to  favour  the  cadfe  of 
righteoufnefs,  and  to  diffufe  happinefs  over  the 
world.  When  the  bleffed  above  fing  the  wonders 
of  creating  power,  and  cry  out,  **  Great  and  mar* 
"  vellous  are  thy  works.  Lord  God  Almighty  j" 
they  alfo  add,  **  Juft  and  true  are  all  thy  ways,  thou 
*«  King  of  faints.*'    If  the  Almighty  is  poffeffed  of 
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^  infimte  perfedion  ;  if,  as  the  Scriptures  alTert,  he 
loveth  righteoufnels  and  hateth  iaiquhy,  we  may 
naturally  infer  it  to  be  one  of  his  eternal  decrees, 
that  righteou&efs  and  happinefs,  that  fm  and  mife- 
fy,  mail  be  infeparabie  in  the  courfe  of  things. 

Notwithftanding  the  force  of  the  arguments  that 
prove  this  truth,opinions  pretty  general  prevail  to  the 
contrary.  Many  perfons  are  of  opinion  that  the  wick- 
ed nmn  has  more  enjoyment  in  life  than  the  good 
man  has^  that  virtue  expofes  us  to  many  evils,  and 
that  if  it  were  not  for  a  future  ftate,  Chriftians  would 
be  of  all  men  the  mod  miferable.  The  origin  of! 
this  opinion  it  is  not  difficult  to  unfold.  It  is  nat- 
ural for  men  to  judge  of  the  courfe  of  things^  by 
whait  l|ftppen«  in  their  own  lot.  When  we  are  in  a 
prciperous  iituation,  when  the  candle  of  the  Lord 
fluneth  upon  our  heads,  all  nature  puts  on  a  face  of 
beauty  \nd  wears  a  fmiling  appearance.  But,  when 
adverfity  and  a  train  of  afflictions  come  in  their  turn, 
the  eye  of  the  impatient  fufFerer  tinctures  every  thing 
around  him  with  its  own  baleful  colours.  To  his 
difordered  mind,  darknefs  feems  to  involve  the  fyf* 
tern  of  nature,  malignant  demons  to  ufurp  the  fcep- 
tre  of  Providence,  and  invade  the  throne  of  God. 
Hence  the'  many  cpmplaints  of  good  and  holy  men 
ia  facred  writ^  that  the  righteous  were  cut  off  from 
the  earth,  whilfl:  the  wicked  flourifhed  like  a  green 
bay-tree.  But  thefe  were  not  the  maxims  which 
goveiiued  dieir  lives,  they  were  only  fudden  excla- 
mations /made  ia  the  moments  of  impatience  under 
diftreft.  The  univerfal  voice  of  Scripture  is  expreff- 
ly  on  (he.  other  fide.  •*  Say  ye  to  the  wicked.  It 
"  fliaUbe  ill  with  hin> ;  fay  ye  te  the  righteow.  It 
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"  Ihall  be  well  with  him.     There  is  no  peace,  faith  ' 
*'  my  God,  to  the  wicked.     Great  peace  have  they 
"  who  love  the  laws  of  the  Lord/' 

In  further  treating  upon  this  fubjeft,  I  fliall  en- 
deavour to  ftiow  you,  that  there  is  no  peace  or  hap- 
pinefs  to  the  wicked,  whether  you  confider  him  as 
afubjeft  of  the  divine  government,  as  a  member  of 
fociety,  or  as  an  individual. 

In  xhtjirji  place,  then.  Let  us  confider  the  wick- 
ed in  his  religious  capacity  as  a  fubjed  of  the  divine 
government. 

Religion  is  the  diftinguifhing  quality  of  our  nature, 
and  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  features  that  marks  the 
human  charafter.  As  it  is  our  diftinguiflung  quali* 
ty,  fo  it  pofTeffes  fuch  extenfive  influence,  that  how- 
ever overlooked  by  fuperficial  inquirers,  it  has  giv- 
en rife  to  more  revolutions  in  human  fociety,  and 
to  more  changes  in  human  manners,  than  any  one 
caufe  whatever.  View  mankind  in  every  iitua- 
tion,  from  the  earliefl:  ftate  of  barbarity,  down 
through  all  the  fucceflive  periods  of  civilization,  till 
they  degenerate  to  barbarity  again,  ahd  you  will 
find  them  influenced  ftrongly  by  the  awe  of  fuperior 
fpirits,  or  the  dread  of  infernal  fiends.  In  the  hea- 
then world,  where  mankind  had  no  divine  revela- 
tion, but  followed  the  impulfe  of  nature  alone,  reli- 
gion was  often  the  bafis  of  the  civil  government. 
Among  all  clafles  of  men,  the  facrifices,  the  ceremo- 
nies and  the  worfhip  of  the  gods  were  held  in  the 
higheft  reverence.  Judge  what  a  ftrong  hold  reK- 
gipn  muft  have  taken  of  the  human  heart,^  when, 
inCtigated  by  horror  of  confcience,  the  blinded  wretch 
has  fubmitted  to  torture  his  own  tflefli.  before  the 
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fhrine  of  the  incenfed  Deity,  and  the  fond  father  has 
been  driven  to  offer  up  with  his  own  hands  his  firft- 
born  for  his  tranfgreflion,  and  the  fruit  of  his  body 
for  the  fin  of  his  foul.  It  is  poffible  to  fhake  off  the 
reverence,  but  not  the  dread,  of  a  Deity.  Amid 
the  gay  circle  of  his  companions,  in  the  hour  of  riot 
and  diffipation,  the  fool  may  fay  in  hU  heart  that 
there  is  no  God  ;  but  his  confcience  will  meet  him 
when  he  is  alone,  and  tell  him  that  he  is  a  liar. 
Heaven  will  avenge  its  quarrel  on  his  head.  Judge 
then^  my  brethren,  how  miferable  it  muft  be  for  a 
being  made  after  the  image  of  God,  thus  to  have  his 
glory  turned  into  (hame.  How  difmal  mufl  the  fitua* 
tion  be  fora  fubjeft  of  the  divine  government  tocon- 
fidcr  himfelf  as  afting  upon  a  plan  to  counteraftthe 
decreesof  God,  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  eternal  Prov- 
idence, to  deface  in  himfelf  the  image  and  the  linea- 
ments of  heaven,  to  maintain  a  ftate  of  enmity  and 
war  with  his  Creator,  and  to  alTociate  with  the  infer- 
nal fpirits,  whofe  abode  is  darknefs  and  whofe  por- 
tion is  defpair  !  ' 

Reflexions  upon  fuch  a  ftate  will  give  its  full 
meafure  to  the  cup  of  trembling.  Was  not  Bel- 
fliazzar,  the  impious  king  of  Babylon,  a  flriking  in- 
fiance  of  what  I  am  now  faying  ?  This  monarch 
made  a  feaft  to  a  thoufand  of  his  lords,  and  aifem- 
bled  his  princes,  his  concubines  and  his  wives.  In 
order  to  increafe  the  feftivity,  he  fent  for  the  coiile- 
crated  veflels  which  his  father  Nebuchadnezzar  had 
taken  from  the  temple  of  Jerufalem,  and  in  thefe 
Teflels,  which  were  holy  to  the  Lord,  he  made  Hba- 
tions  to  his  vain  idols,  and  in  his  heart  bade  defiance 
to  the  God  of  IfraeL     But,  whilft  thiis  he  defied  the 
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living  God, .  forth  came  the  fingers  of  a  man's  hand, 
and  on  the  wall^  which  had  lately  refoonded  with 
joy,  wrote  the.  fentence.  o£hia  fate  !  In  a  n^oment 
his  caimieaance  was  changed,  his  whole  frame  fhook, 
andhiskntees  fmote  one  againft  another,  whilil:  the 
prophet  in  awful  accents  denounced  his  doom :  '^  O 
man,  thy  kingdom  is  departing  from  thee  !"  AI* 
though  Providence  (hould  not  now  particularly  ia* 
terpofe  to  puniih  thee,  O  guilty  man  !  yet  the  ien^ 
tence  of  thy  doom  is  writt^iin  thy  heart,  and  theriC 
is  a  prophet  within,  who  upon  the  coiamiiriom  of 
crimes  will  tell  thee,  that  for  thefe  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  departed  from  thee. 

In  thc/econdfhice^  As  wickednefs  makes  a  majgi 
miferable  in  his  religious  charader,  £0  does  it  aUbia 
his  fotiah 

However  corrupted  men  may  be  in  their  lives,  xheir- 
moral  fentiments  are  juft  and  right  •;  that  is,  ^ir 
though  from  an  immoderate  felf-love  we  may  excufe 
wickednefs  in  ourfelves,  yet  fuch  is  the  force  of  cour 
fcience  within,  fo  deeply  rooted  in  the  mind  is  the 
eternal  difFercnce  between  good  and  evil,  that,  by 
the  very  frame  of  our  natures,  we  abhor  wickedne& 
in  others.  When  we  are  converfant  in- the  world, 
or  give  our  attention  to  a  ftory  that  is  a  £dthfulpio' 
turc  of  human  manners,  from  the  impulfe  of  nature; 
al  feeling,  we  attach  ourfelves  to  the  fide  of  SnuQ-^ 
cence,  we  take  part  with  the  virtuous  hero,  and  cpq^ 
fider  his  enemies  as  our  own.  There  is  no  vice  bill: 
what  tends  to  make  a  man  contemptible  ag  lOjdAoil^ 
to  fociety.  Againfl  the  greater  and  morcMtroikimr 
crimes,  the  fword  of  the  law  is  forever  draiwn^  aA# 
its  ftroke  is  death.     Other  vices  wMch  ^co&ie  :noC' 
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under  the  cognizance  of  the  Itwi^  either  have  ways 
of  puniihing  themrelves,  or  are  marked  with  public 
in^my.  Pride  makes  evwy  affront  a  torment^  and 
puts  a  man's  happinefi  in  the  power  of  every  fool  he 
meets  with.  The  envious  man  is  literally '  his  own 
tormentor,  and  preys  upon  his  own  bowels.  The 
drunkard  expofes  himfelf  to  the  derifion  of  man^ 
kind,  and  fells  into  follies  that  cover  him  with 
ihame  in  his  fober  hours.  Does  not  a  habit  of  in- 
toxication deprive  a  man  of  all  fenfe  of  decency,, 
indifpofe  him  for  the  bufinefs  of  life,  and  render  him 
a  forrow  to  all  his  friends  ?  Will  the  atheiil  concil- 
iate  the  love  of  men  by  ihewing  us  that  he  pofiefles 
not  the  fear  of  God  i  Is  not  the  mifer  pointed  at 
with  the  finger  of  fcorn,  and  doomed  to  the  double 
curfe  of  hoarding  and  guarding  ?  Is  not  a  liar  uni«* 
verfally  odious,  and  does  he  not  prepoilefs  tis  againft 
him  even  when  he  fpeaks  truth  ?  Do  not  fraud  and 
diflionefty  mar  a  man's  fortune,  ruin  his  reputation, 
and  hinder  his  fuccefs  in  life  i 

In  truth,  my  brethren,  there  is  not  a  fin  but  what 
one  way  or  other  is  punifhed  in  this  life.  We  often 
err  egregioufly  by  not  attending  to  the  diilindion 
between^  happinefs  and  the  means  of  happinefs. 
Power,  riches  and  profperity,  thofe  means  of  happi- 
nefs and  fonrces  of  enjoyment,  in  the  courie  of  prov- 
idence are  fometimes  conferred  upon  the  word  of 
men.  Such  perfons  poflefs  the  good  things  of  life, 
but.  they  do  not  enjoy  them.  They  have  the  means 
of  happinefs,  but  they  have  not  happinefs  itfelf.  A 
wicked  man  can  never  be  happy.  It  is  the  firm  de- 
%ee  of  Heaven,  eternal  and  unchangeable  as  Jsho- 
vah  himfelf,  that  mifery  muft  ever  attend  <xi  guilt, 

do 
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(hat  when  fm  enters,  bappijdds  tEikes  iu  (kpariure* 
There  is  ao  fuch  thing  in  i3^;%turc»  i»y  brethren, 
there  is  no  fuch  thing  iti  mature,  as  a  vitious  or  un* 
kwful  pleafure*  What  we  generally  call foch,  are 
pleafures  in  themfelves  lawful,  procured  by  wrong 
means,  or  enjoyed  in  a  wrong  way  ;  procured  by 
injuftice,  or,  enjoyed  with  intemperance  ;  and  fure- 
ly  neither  injuftice  nor  intemperance  have  any  charm 
for  the  mind  ;  and  unlefs  we  are  framed  with  a  very 
uncommon  temper  of  mmd  and  body,  injuftice  wilt 
be  hurtful  to  the  one,  and  intemperance  fatal  to  th^ 
other.  Unruly  defnre^,  and  bad  paifions,  the  grati* 
fication  of  which  is  fometimes  called  pleafure,  are 
the  fource  of  almoft  all  the  miferies  in  human  life* 
When  once  indulged,  they  rage  for  repeated  gratifi- 
cation,  and  fubjed  us^  at  all  times,  to  their  clamours 
and  importunity.  When  they  are  gratified,  if  they 
give  any  joy,  it  is  the  joy  of  fiends,  the  joy  of  the 
tormented,  a  joy  which  is  purchafed  at  the  expence 
of  a  good  confcience,  which  xifes  on  the  ruins  of  the 
public  peace,  and  proceeds  from  the  miferies  of  our 
fellow-creatures.  The  forbidden  fruit  proves  to  be 
the  apples  of  Sodom  and  the  grapes  of  Gomorrah. 
One  deed  of  fhame  is  fucceeded  by  years  of  peni- 
tence and  pain.  A  Angle  indulgence  of  wrath  has 
raifed  a  conflagration  which  neither  the  force  of 
friendfliip,  nor  length  of  time,  nor  the  vehemence 
of  interceilion,  could  mitigate  or  appeafe,  and  which 
could  only  be  quenched  by  the  effufion  of  human 
blood.  One  drop  from  the  cup  of  this  powerful 
forcerefs,  has  turned  the  living  ftream  of  joy  into 
waters  of  bitternefs.  ^^  There  is  no  peace,  faitb  m^ 
"  God,  to  the  wicked." 
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If  a  ^ked  man  could  be  happy^    Who  knight 
liave  been  lb  happy  as  Hahmi  f  Raifad  from  an  in- 
ferior ftadoft  to  great  riches^and  power^  exalted  &: 
bove  bttrfvsis)  and  above  the  princes  of  the  empire^ 
fiiirottrke  ind  prime  minifter  to  the  grea(eft  monarch 
M  the  wori4.     Bat  with  all  thefe  admntages  on  his 
fide,  and  under  all  thefe  fmiles  of  fortune,  his  hap- 
pinefs  was  deftroyed  by  the  want  of  a  bow,  ufual  to 
thofe  of  his  ftation,  from  one  of  the  porters   of  the 
palace.    Enraged  with  this  negleft,  this  vain  great 
man  cried  out  in  the  pang  of  difappointment,  ^^  All 
*^  this  availeth  me  nothing,  fo  long  as  I  fee  Mordecai 
**  fitting  at  the  king's  gate/'     This  feeming  aftront 
fat  deep  on  his  mind.     He  meditated  revenge.     A 
fingle  vifkim   could  not  fatisfy  his   malice.      He 
wanted  to  have  a  glutting  vengeance.     He  refolved, 
for  this  purpofe,  to  involve  thoufands  in  deftruSion, 
and  to  make  a  whole  nation  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  in- 
dulgence of  his  mean-fpirited  pride.    But,  as  it  gener- 
ally happens,  his  wickednefs  proves  his  ruin,  and  he 
ereded  the  gallows  on  which  he  himfelf  was  doom- 
ed to  be  hanged ! 

In  the  ,/A/rrf  place.  If  we  confider  man  as  an  indi- 
vidual, we  Ihall  fee  a  further  confirmation  of  the 
truth  contained  in  the  text,  *'  That  there  is  no  peace^ 
"  to  the  wicked." 

la  order  to  ftrengthen  the  obligations  to  virtue, 
Aknighty  God  hath  rendered  the  pradice  of  fin  f^- 
tal  to  our  peace  as  individuals,  as  well  as  p^icious 
to  our  interefts  as  members  of  fociety.  From  the 
fmner  God  withdraws  his  favour  and  the  light  of  his 
^jjjbuntenance.  How  dark  will  that  mind  be,  which 
no  beam  from  the  Father  of  lights  ever  vifits  ?  How 
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joylefs  that  heart  whidi  the  fpirit  of  life  never  ani- 
mates !  Whe^  fin  entered  into  {laradsfe^  the  ingds 
of  God  forfook  the  phice.  So  from  th^  foul  diat  is 
polluted  with  guilt,  peace  and  joy  and  hope,  thofe 
good  angels,  vanifh  and  depart.  What  fucceeds  to 
this  funily  of  heaven  ?  Confufion^  fliame,  remorfe, 
defpair. 

Catira  d^imt. 
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Psalm  Ixxviii.  i« 
Give  ear  J  0  my  people^  to  my  law. 


This  is  the  call  which  God  addrcffed  to 
his  ancient  people,  and  which  at  fundry  times  and 
in  divers  manners  he  addrefles  to  the  world.  It  is 
the  voice  of  the  Almighty  to  mankind  in  every  age. 
His  voice  all  nature  hears,  and  his  law  all  nature  o- 
beys.  The  fun  moves  in  the  path  niarked  out  to  hinf 
by  bis  Creator  ;  the  moon  keeps  her  appointed 
courfe,  and  the  hoft  of  heaven  proceed  from  age  to 
age  in  their  original  beauty.  The  feafons  know 
their  time,  and  the  earth  obeys  the  law  imprefied 
upon  it  at  firft.  The  elements  confefs  their  Lord  ; 
the  tempeft  hears  his  voice,  and  the  fea  fubmits  to 
the  mandate  which  faid,  '^  Hitherto  fhalt  thou 
"  come,  and  no  farther  ;  here  fhall  thy  waves  bfe 
**  ftaid/'  The  orders  of  celeftial  fpirits,  the  princi. 
palities  and  powers  of  heaven,  obey  the  command  of 
their  King,  minifter  to  the  purpofes  of  his  provi-  ^ 
dence,  and  in  a£ks  of  goodnefs,  or  on  errands  of 
mercy,  perform  his  pleafure. 

Throughout  all  nature,  one  being  alone  k  deaf 
to  the  voice  and  difobedient  to  the  command  ofGod, 
that  is,  the  finner.  He  alone  has  departed  from  his 
£^ere,  has  rebelled  againfl:  the  law  of  his  nature, 
Vk  reje&ed  the  univerfal  dominion  of  the  Deity  in 
the  univerfe.    To  recall  him  from  this  rebellious 


I 


302  SERMON      XXIV. 

ftate,  to  replace  him  in  his  original  ftation, 
ftore  him  a^ain  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  is 
of  true  religion.  F#r  this  purpofe  Mofes 
prophets  were  infpired,  Jefus  and  the  apoftles  were 
fent.  For  this  purpofe  the  heaven  was  opened,  the 
Almighty  appeared,  and  the  voice  uttered  to  the 
world,  "  Give  ear,  my  people,  to  my  law.** 

Your  obligation  to  obey  this  law  will  appear^  if 
you  confider  that  it  is  the  hiw  of  your  nature,  that 
it  is  the  law  of  heaven,  that  it  is  the  law  of  foci^, 
and  the  law  of  happinefs. 

In  x\\^jirji  place.  It  is  the  law  of  your  nature* 
.    When  God  created  man,  he  did  not  leave  hkn  to 
%Si  at  random,  or  to  live  in  a  ftate  of  anarchy.     He 
gave  him  a  law,  the  emanation  of  eternal  wifdom 
and  the  tranfcript  of  Divine  perfedion*    The  iaiBe 
fingers  that  upon  Mount  Sinai  \nWt  the  comasaiid- 
ments  upon  tables  of  ftone,  hiad  wrictea  them  before- 
hand upon  the  living   tabled  of  the  huttiail  iieart. 
The  foundation  of  morality  is  kid  deep  in  humaUr 
nature  ;  its  principles  refutt  from  the  coaftitution  of 
ddr  frame  ;  and  its  authority  will  be  fupreme^  While 
there  is  a  mind  to  difcern,  or  a  heart  to  feel,  or  a 
^confcience  to  judge.     Barknefs  is  not  more  differttat 
^from  light,  nor  bitter  from  fw6et,th&n  good  is  from 
evil,  and  virtue  from  vice.     You  are  no  more  mat 
ters  of  the  emotions  that  rUe  in  the  mind)  than  of 
the  fe^^ttons  which  rife  in  the  body.     T<m  can  no 
mor^  give  tiie  law  to  internal  Aattire  thaa  lo  external 
nature.     You  majr  as  well  call  the  fi|n  CO  coitie  dowa 
from  the  firmament,  as  aini  to  exdhgluiih  the  lig^ 
of  heaven  vd)ith  ihines  in  the,  brteft.    Iflfeliot  a^ 
mals  are  incapable  of  morality.    They  b^v<^  Ao  la«r 
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but  iaftinft ;  they  are  left  to  obey  the  call  of  appe- 
tite, agd  to  follow  blindly  the  prevailUig  impulfe. 
But  it  is  not  ib  with  man.  Reafon  is  his  law;  and 
the  diftate  of  virtue  is  the  diftate  of  naturd  1  he 
queflion  with  him  is  not,  what  is  the  call  of  appe- 
tite ?  but,  what  is  the  vpice  of  reafon  ?  Not  what  ig 
the  prevailing  impulfe  ?  but,  what  is  the  impulfe 
which  ought  to  prevail  ? 

If,  therefore,  you  difown  the  obligation  of  this  law, 
you  renounce  your  nature  and  unman  yourfelf.  If 
you  claim  an  exemption  from  the  authority  of  rea- 
fon and  fentament  and  confcience  ;  if  you  take 
ihk  Ucenfe  to  iiylulge  every  appetite  and  every  paf- 
fion  without  reftraint  or  control ;  you  may  ; — but 
firit  come  down  from  your  rank  in  the  fcale  of 
being;  break  off  all  intercourfe  with  rttional  crea-^ 
turos )  depart  from  the  fociety  of  men ;  go  to  your 
equals ;  herd  with  the  animals  of  the  field,  and  ^U 
grafs  with  the  brutes  that  periih :  there  difplay  hu- 
maiuty  degraded  :  exhibit  thyfelf  a  monument  of  fol- 
ly and  guilt,  to  be  pointed  at  by  the  hand  of  fcorn, 
and  to  be  ihunned  like  the  peililence.  If  ever,  lik^ 
the  Monarch  of  Babylon,  thou  (halt  rife  from  thy 
degraded  date ;  if  ever  thine  underflanding  ihall  r£- 
turp,  and  thou  (halt  be  able  to  lift  up  thine  eyes  to 
heaven,  like  him  thou  wilt  praife  and  extol  «nd  glo- 
rify the  King  of  heaven^  and  give  ear  to  that  law 
which  he  promulgates  to  the  armies  in  heaven  and 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  * 

In  the  fecondphce J  Your  obligation  to  obey  this 
law  will  further  appear  when  you  cpnfider  tlAt  it  is 
tik  law  of  Heaven. 

It  comes  to  you  not  only  recommended  by  your 
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own  authority,  but  it  comes  enforced  by  a  higher  au- 
thority, that  of  God  himftlf.  The  appearances  of 
Che  Almighty  to  confirm  the  law,  the  prophets  and 
the  gofpeljwere  made  for  the  inftruSionand  improve- 
ment of  thofe  who  faw  them,  and'  are  recorded  for 
the  inftrufliom  and  improvement  of  thofe  who  read 
them.  .  The  mighty  God,  even  the  Lord,  hath  fpo- 
ken,  and  called  the  earth  from  the  rifing  of  the  fun  to 
where  he  goeth  down.  The  firft  promulgation  of 
the  law  was  from  Mount  Sinai.  To  (hike  a  rude 
and  barbarous  people,  to  reclaim  a  perverfe  and  ob- 
ftinate  generation,  it  was  requifite  that  the  arm  of 
power  Ihould  be  ftretched  out,  and  that  the  majefty 
of  terror  jQxould  be  difplayed.  Accordingly,  when 
the  law  was  given  from  Sinai,  there  was  blacknef$ 
and  darknefsKand  tempeft ;  there  were  thunders  and 
lightnings  and  a  thick  cloud  upon  the  mount }  and 
when  Mofes  brought  the  people  from  the  camp  to 
meet  with  God,  they.trembled  as  one  man;  and  hill 
Sinai  was  altogether  on  a  flame,  and  the  fmoke  there- 
of went  up  as  the  fmoke  of  a  furnace,  for  the  Loird 
drfcended  upon  it  in  fire,  and  the  mountain  quaked  ; 
and  when  the  voice  of  the  trumpet  founded  long,  and 
waxed  louder  and  louder,  God  called  Mofes  up  to 
the  top  of  the  mount,  and  gave  the  law. 

The  Itene  precepts  that  were  given  upon  Mount 
Sinai,  Jefus  Chrift  came  to  confirm  and  to  extend. 
Jit  his  firft  public  appearance,  in  his  fermon  on  the 
mount fhe  republifhed,  reftored  and  perfeded  the 
law.  The  new  difpenfatiori  indeed  was  different 
fi:om  the  c^d.  The  God  of  Abraham  dwelt  in  dark- 
nefs,  and  was  clothed  with  terror.  The  Go9  adi 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  dwells  In  li^t,  and 
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is  cloathed  with  grace.  Miracles  of  power  confirm* 
ed  the  one  i  miracles  of  grace  diftinguillied  the  oth- 
er. We  coQie  not  to  Mount  Sinai,  but  to  Mount 
Zion.  At  the  publiihing  of  the  gofpel  no  fire  de« 
fcended,  no  thunders  rolled  :  at  the  publiihing  of 
the  gofpel,  when  our  Saviour,  .being  baptized,  en* 
tered  upon  his  miniftry,  the  heaven  was  opened  o- 
ver  his  head,  the  Spirit  defcended  upon  him  in 
jthe  form  of  a  dove,  the  meflenger  of  peace,  and 
a  voice  came  from  the  overfliadowing  cloudy  **  This 
^  is  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well  pkaied/' 
Revelation  then  concurs  with  reafon  in  eftabliibing^ 
the  law,  and  to  the  voice  of  nature  is  added  the 
voice  of  God.  Such  an  authority  you  will  not 
defpffe.  You  will  not  join  with  the  impious  king  of 
tCgypt,  who  hardened  his  heart,  and  faid,  ^  Who  if 
^*  the  Lord  that  I  ihould  obey  his  voice  ?" 

.  In  the  third  place.  Our  obligation  to  obey  the 
law  will  be  further  manifeft,  when.we  confider  that 
it  is  the  law  of  focicty. 

That  righteoufnefs  exalteth  a  nation,  and  that 
vice  is  not  only  a  reproach  but  alfo  a  depreffion  to 
any  people,  are  truths  fo  univerfally  receired  as  to 
require  no  confirmation.  All  law  givers  in  all  ages 
have  thought  fo,  and  made  it  their  ohjeGt  to  culti- 
vate juftice  and  temperence  and  fortitude  afid  induf^ 

try,  confcious  that  public  virtue  is  thefburce  of  pub- 
lic happinefs.  Pbilofophers  and  moraKfts  have  been 
of  the  fame  opinion  ;  and  have  taught,  with  one 
confent,  that  the  good  morals  of  the  people  were  the 
liability  of  the  governmrat,  and  the  true  fource  of 
}iublic  prdjperity.  Praftice  and  experience  have 
confirmed  the  truth  of  thefe  fpeculations.    If  we 

P  p 


3e6  SERMON     XXIV, 

confult  the  hidory  of  the  moft  renowned  nations 
that  have  made  a  figure  in  the  world,  we  fhall  find 
that  they  rofe  to  greatnefs  by  virtue,  and  funk  into 
contempt  through  vice  ;  that  they  obtained  domin- 
ion by  their  temperance  and  probity  of  manners, 
and  a  ferious  regard  to  religion,  and  when  they 
grew  difibkite,  corrupted  and  profane,  they  became 
flaves  to  cheir  neighbours,  whom  they  were  no  lon- 
ger worthy  to  govern.  Public  depravity  paves  the 
way  for  public  ruin«  When  the  health  and  vigour 
of  the  political  conflitution  is  broken,  it  is  hafteniog 
to  its  decline.  When  internal  fymptoms  of  weak- 
nefs  appear,  the  leaft  external  violence  will  accom^ 
plifli  its  diffoiution. 

.  It  is  a  duty,  then,  which  we  owe  to  fociety  and  to 
our  country,  to  obferve  the  rules  of  righteoufnefs  ;, 
for  in  order  to  be  good  members  of  fociety  and  true 
patriots,  wejnuft  be  virtuous  men. 

To  {how  your  obligation  to  give  ear  to  this  law, 
let  us,  in  the  Iqfi  place,  confider  that  it  is  the  law  of 
happinefs. 

This,  in  fome  meafure,  follows  from  what  has 
been  already  faid  ;  for  if  virtue  be  necefTary  to  the 
happinefs  of  public  focieties,  it  is  alfo  necefTary  to 
the  happinefs  of  private  families  and  of  private  men, 
unlefs  we  can  fuppofe  the  body  politic  to  be  flourifh- 
ing,  while  every  individual  is  in  mifery  and  diflrefs. 
In  cpnfulting  for  others,  all  agree  that  virtue  leads  to 
happinefs;  but  if  for  others,  why  not  for  you  ?  When 
you  confult  for  them,  you  have  no  paffions  to  darken 
your  underftanding  and  perplex  your  judgment. 
When  you  confider  with  coolnefs  and  with  can- 
dour, the  obfervation  and.  experience  that  all  of  us 
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have  had  occafion  to  make,  will  be  fufficient  to  con- 
vince you,  that  the  law  of  the  Lord  is  truly  favoura- 
ble to  the  interefts  and  friendly  to  the  happinefs  of 
man ;  that  it  correfponds  to  the  juft  di&ates  of  the 
mind,  and  confults  the  beft  affedions  of  the  heart. 
What  does  it  forbid  ?  Defires,  paffions  and  vices^ 
from  which  for  our  own  fakes  we  fliould  abftain, 
though  there  was  no  fuch  prohibition.  It  forbids 
the  gratification  of  defires  which  would  lead  us  to 
ruin  ;  the  indulgence  of  paffions  which  are  the 
troubles  of  human  life,  and  thefource  of  our  greateft 
mifery  ;  the  commiffion  of  vices  which  waken  re- 
morfe,  and  deliver  us  up  to  the  tormentors.  What 
does  the  law  of  the  Lord  command  ?  What  is  love- 
ly and  pure  and  praife-worthy  ;  what  tends  to 
make  men  peaceable,  gentle^  humane,  merciful,  be- 
nevolent and  happy. 
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Romans  v*  7,  8. 

^or  fcarcelj  for  a  rigbiedus  fnan  vnllone  (Ue;  yetfer* 
adventure  for  a  good  man  fofhe  wwdd  tv^  dure  U 
die.  But  God  commandeth  bis  love  toward  usj  in 
that  J  while  itfe  were  yet  Jinner^^  Cbrift  diMfi^  us. 

r  ■   \  : 

Th£  Apoftle  Paul^  tbe  amhor  of  Hi» 
epiftle,  "MS  bred  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  2»ncl  in- 
ftruAed  in  all  the  leartiiBg  of  the  Jews.  V^  hh 
Hebrew  literature  he  f aperadded  the  enididoft'6f  the 
Gentiles  ;  for  yft  find  him  in  his  epifUei  qabd&g 
their  celebrated  authors,  and  alluctin^  to  their  re- 
.markable  culloms  and  the  events  in  their  hiftory. 
Thefe  verfes  vrhich  I  hare  now  read,  carry  an  allu^ 
lion  and  reference  to  a  diftiaftion  oJF  charaders 
which  prevailed  among  the  Jews,  and  to  fome  illuf- 
trious  adions  performed  by  the  Romans,  to  whom 
he  addreffed  this  epiRIe. 

The  Jews  diftinguiflied  men  with  refped  to  their 
charaders,  into  finners,  juft  men,  and  good  men. 
Sinners  are  thofe  who  violate  the  laws  of  God*  and 
man,  who  difturb  the  public  peaee,  and  are  bad 
members  of  fociety.  A  juft  man  is  one  who  does 
no  injury  to  his  neighbour,  who  gives  no  caufe  of 
offence  to  the  world,  who  pays  his  debts,  who  con- 
forms to  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  who  is  not  defi- 
cient in  any  of  the  great  duties  of  life.      A  good 
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man  is  one  who  goes  farther  ;  yrhb  is  not  only  in* 
nocent  but  ufeful,  who  is  not  only  decent  but  exem- 
plary,  who  is  generous,  beneficent,  public-fpirited  ; 
who  Sacrifices  hiseafe,  his  pleafure,  his  fafety,  and, 
whenhis  country  calls  for  it,  who  facrifices  his  life 
for  the  public  good.  Such  was  the  character  of 
this  Apoflle  himfelf.  In  order  to  propagate  the 
Chriftian  religion  among  the  nations,  the  greateft 
bleiling  of  Cod  to  the  world,  in  order  to  diffufe  th^ 
knowledge  of  this  religion,  he  gave  up  all  that  wat 
dear  in  life,  undertook  long  and  hazardous  journeys, 
expofed  himfelf  to  the  dangers  of  the  deep,  to  the 
chains  of  captivity,  to  the  fword  of  the  perfecutor, 
ta  the  derifion  and  hatred  of  Jews  and  Gentiles. 
Accordingly,  he  met  with  this  return,  which  htf 
here  mentions  as  being  fometimes  made  to  fuperior 
goodneDs  j  for  we  read  in  the  fiitteenth  chapter  of 
this  epiftle,  that  he  found  perfons  who  for  bis  life 
wouki  have  laid  down  their  own. 

The  Apoftle  alfo  in  thefe  verfes  alludes  to  fome  illuf-* 
trious  aftions  performed  by  the  Romans,  to  whom^ 
he  addrefles  this  epillle.  The  love  of  their  country 
was  the  darUng  paflion  of  that  great  people.  All  the 
foul  went  out  in  this  generous  ardour,  and  every  pri-- 
vate  affedion  flowed  in  the  channel  of  the  public  wel- 
fare. Judge  what  a  flrong  hold  it  mud  have  taken  of 
the  heart,  when  it  glowed  even,  in  the  female  bread '/ 
when  the  wife  encouraged  the  husband,  and  the. 
mother  exhorted  the  fon,  to  die  for  their  country. 
It  was  a  principle  in  the  breaft  of  every  Roman  ^ 
"that  he  owed  his  life  to  his  country.  This  being 
the  fpirit  of  the  people,  gave  birth  to  m^ny  illuftri^ 
ous  and  heroic  anions.      The  fpirit  of  patxiotifnt 
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Jjlowed  among  the  people  for  many  ages  of  the  re- 
public ;  one  hero  fprung  from  the  aflies  of  another  ; 
and  great  men  arofe  from  age  to  age,  who  devoted 
themfelves  to  death  for  the  public  good.  Thefe 
being  the  moft  celebrated  aftions  in  the  hiftory  of 
mankind,  the  Apoftle  here  compares  them  with  the 
death  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Following  the  train  of 
thought  fuggefted  by  the  Apoftle,  I  (hall  (how  you 
the  infinite  faperiority  of  that  love  which  prompted 
Jefus  to  die  for  the  fins  of  the  world,  to  that  patriot- 
/  ifin  which  prompted  the  heroes  and  great  men  of 
old  to  die  for  their  friends  or  for  their  country. 

In  ih^jirjl  place,  then,  Thofe  who  devoted  them- 
felves  to  death  for  their  friends  or  their  country, 
fubmitted  to  a  fate  which  they  muft  one  day  have 
fuffered.  But  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  true  God 
and  polfefleth  eternal  life,  fubmitted  to  death  for  our 
redemption.  . 

We  are  all  born  mortal  creatures.  Sprung  from 
the  duft,  we  return  to  the  duft  again.  The  fen- 
tence  of  the  Lord  is  pafled  upon  all  fle(h,  and 
there  is  no  exemption  fropi  the  law  of  mortality. 
We  know  not  how  foon  our  laft  hour  may  come. 
The  darts  of  death  are  continually  on  the  wing  ; 
the  arrow  of  deftruftion  flieth  by  night,  and  fmiteth 
at  noon-day  ;  vi£bims  are  daily  falling  at  our  right 
hand  and  at  our  left,  and  we  know  not  how  foon 
we  too  may  fall  a  facrifice.  He,  therefore,  who  ex- 
pofes  himfelf  to  danger,  or  devotes  himfelf  to  death 
i^r  the  good  of  others,  only  anticipates  the  evil  day, 
only  refigns  a  life  which  he  muft  foon  part  withj 
and  fubmits  to  a  doom  which  fopner  or  later  lie 
muft  lay  his  account  to  endure.     But  Jefus  6hrift 
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was  the  King  eternal  and  immortal.  His  outgoings 
were  from  everlafting,  and  he  is  God  bleffed  forev- 
er.  He  would  have  remained  happy  in  himfelf, 
happy  in  the  contemplation  and  enjoyment  of  his 
own  perfeflions,  happy  in  the  adminiftration  and 
government  of  the  moral  world,  though  he  had  nev- 
er caft  an  eye  of  pity  upon  mortal  man.  He  would 
have  inherited  the  praifes  of  eternity  though  man 
had  never  been  redeemed.  Yet  for  our  fakes  he 
left  the  glories  of  the  heavens,  he  veiled  his  Divini- 
ty in  a  form  of  flelh,  be  took  our  nature  with  all  its 
infirmities  upon  him,  he  fubmitted  to  every  afflidion 
which  embitters  human  life,  and  he  fuffered  an  ex- 
crutiating,  an  ignominious  and  an  accurfed  death. 
For  the  falvation  and  the  happinefs  of  the  world 
which. he  had  made,  the  King  of  kings  appeared  in 
the  form  of  a-  fervant,  and  the  Lord  of  life  was 
crucified  at  Jerufalem.  A  crown  of  thorns  was  put 
on  that  head  where  the  diadem  of  nature  was  wont 
to  fit.  Where  is  the  deed  of  human  virtue  that  can 
ftand  in  comparifon  with  this  meritorious  exertion 
of  the  Divine  benevolence  ?  All  the  perfeftion  of 
created  nature  fades  before  it,  and  is  but  a  foil  to 
fet  oflF  the  brightnefs  of  redeeming  love.        j;_  -■-«-  - 

In  xh^fecond  place,  Thofe  among  the  fons  of  men 
who  devoted  themfelves  to  death  for  the  good  of 
oAers,  made  the  facrifice  for  their  friends,  for  thofe 
by  whom  they  were  beloved ;  but  Jefus  died  for  his 
enemies. 

We  are  united  to  our  friends  by  the  flrongeft  ties 
of  affeiftion,  we  are  interefted  in  all  that  befals  them, 
and  adopt  their  joys  or  their  forrows.  Long  habits 
of  attachment,  and  a  mutual  intercourfc  of  good  of- 
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ficcs,  draw  clofe  the  cords  of  friendfliip,  and  make 
them  twine  with  every  firing  of  life.     Hence  we  are 
fcllow-fuiFerers  with  our  friends  in  diftrefs,  we  are 
afflided  in  all  their   afflifkions,  fo  that  fuffering  a 
great  temporal  evil  for  them,  is  in  reality  temoving 
a  load  from  our  own  minds.    Thus  ftrongly  are  we 
attached  to  our  friends,- nor  is  the  charm  lefs  which 
binds  us  to  the  community,     llie  facred  name  of 
country,  ftrikes  us  with  veneration ;  we  feel  an  en- 
thufiafm  for  our  native  land ;  when  it  is  in  danger, 
hardfhips  are  cheerfully  undergone,  and  death  fcarce 
appears  an  evil  in  fuch  a  glorious  caufe.     Such  in^ 
ducements  there  are  to  him  who  dies  for  his  friends- 
or  bis  country.     But  Jefus  died  for  the  redemptiofi 
of  his  enemies,  for  thofe  who  threw  off  their  allegi* 
ance  to  him,  who  rebelled  againft  his  authority,  zsl& 
rofe  up  in  arms  againft  their  benefefior.     Their 
groans  would  never  have  reached  his  ear,  nor  afBift-* 
ed  his  heart,  had  he  not  graciouily  inclined  to  fym- 
pathi^e.     The  mifery  of  mankind  would  never  have 
difturbed  the  happinefs  of  the'Divine  nature,  would 
never  have  thrown  a  cloud  over  the  ferenity  of  the 
heavens,  nor  made  a  paufe  in  the  alleluiahs  of  the 
blefied,  had  he  not  chofen  to  bear  their  forrows.     It 
was  unmerited  goodnefs,  it  was  fovereign  mercy,  it 
was  pure  benevolence,  it  was  love  truly  divine,  that* 
moved  him  to  interpofe  in  our  behalf.     He  faw  the 
race  of  men  on  the  very  brink  of  deftrudion,  he  faw 
the  bottomlefs  pit  jufl:  opening  to  fwallow  them  up, 
and  in  the  moment  of  danger,  the  Redeemer  appear- 
ed, gracious  to  pity,  mighty  to  fave.     A  cloud  had- 
Ibng  been  gathering  over  the  nations,  the  hand  of  the 
Omnipotent  was  ftretcbed  out  in  wrath,  th«  thunder 
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49f  his  power  was  ready  to  burft  over  a  devoted 
world  ;  when  the  Patrxm  and  the  imarcefibr  of  the 
kuman  race  ftepped  in,  and  flayed  the  avenging  arna 
with  the  words  of  mercy  : . "  Lo  I  come  to  do  thy 
^^  wilL  Sacrifice  and  bumt-offering$  thou  dofl  ^ot 
^'  defire.  On  me  let  thine  anger  fall.  Lejt  me  die 
**  that  thefe  may  live.** 

In  the  tbird  place,  He  who  dies  a  martyr  for  the 
public  good,  departs  with  honor  ;  but  Jefus  made 
his  departure  with  ignominy  and  fbame. 

It  is  honorable,  it  is  glorious,  to  die  for  the  pub"* 
lie  good.  He  who  falls  a  martyr  to  the  happinefs  of 
Biankind,  is  fupported  by  the  native  fortitude  of  the 
lou],  is  carried  forward  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  a 
good  caufe,  is  encouraged  with  the  admiration  and 
applaufe  of  the  world,  and  becomes  famous  to  all 
iucceeding  times.  To  him  the  temple  of  fame  fpon- 
tanecus  opens  its  gate,  his  name  is  repeated  with  2ip. 
plaufe,  honors  are  paid  to  his  memory,  and  he  is 
the  heir  of  perpetual  praife.  Circumflances  of  fuch 
a  nature  take  away  the  terror  of  death.  The  fecret 
confcioufnefs  of  a  great  foul,  the  approach  of  an  e- 
vent  which  is  fo  glorious  in  itfelf,  and  fo  beneficial 
to  the  world,  the  anticipation  of  the  praifes  of  fuc^ 
ceeding  times,  exak  the  man,  and  fill  him  with  the 
elevation  and  magnanimity  of  virtue.  Few  enjoy- 
ments in  life  can  be  compared  with  a  d<^h  fi>  glori* 
ous.  But  Jefus  Chrifl  fubmitted  to  the  ignominious 
death  of  the  crofs.  The  greatefl  itizl  and  exercife 
of  virtue,  is  when  an  innocent  man  fkibmits  to  the 
imputation  of  a  crime  that  others  may  be  free  from 
the  punifhm^t.  This  our  Lord  did.  In  bis  life 
bfi  was  branded  with  the  Uackefl  names,  and  a,ccu« 
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fed  of  the  mod  flagitious  crimes  ;  branded  with  the 
naoies  of  publican  and  finner,  accufed  of  aflbciating 
with  the  profligate,  and  of  being  in  compafk  with 
the  powers  of  darknefs.  But  at  his  latter  end,  in  a 
peculiar  manner,  he  endured  the  ihame.  He  was 
betrayed  like  an  impoftor  by  one  of  his  own  diici- 
ples,  apprehended  like  a  robber  by  a  band  of  fol- 
diers,  led  like  a  malefaftor  through  the  flreets  of  Je- 
ruiatem,  nailed  like  a  murderer  to  the  accurfed  tree, 
and  in  the  fight  of  Ifrael  died  the  death  of  a  traitor 
and  a  flave*,  that  he  might  atone  for  the  real  guilt 
of  men.  In  all  tbele  refpe&s  the  merit  of  Jefus  v^M 
infinitely  fuperior  to  the  heroilm  of  men*  As  tbc 
heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  as  the  Moft 
High  God  excels  the  offspring  of  the  duft,  fb  much 
fuperior  was  his  lore  to  their  beneficence. 

To  conclude.  Let  me  afli  you,  my  brethren,  v^at 
impreffion  does  the  love  of  Jefus  make  upon  your 
hearts,  what  influence  does  it  exert  upon  your 
lives  ?  They  whofe  minds  are  dazzled  with  the  idea 
of  fstlfe  glory,  with  arms  and  conquefts  and  fields 
of  battle,  and  triumphal  proceffions  and  fongs  of 
vi&ory,  may  not  be  difpofed  to  reliOi  tfaofe  a&s  of 
heroifm  whidi  have  nothing  of  the  fword  in  them. 
But  to  the  mind  that  is  freed  from  vulgar  prejudice, 
and  acquainted  with  true  glory,  the  triunq^hs  of -^* 
fus  will  appear  the  greater  that  they  are  the  tri« 
umphs  of  peace,  that  they  were  not  obtained  at  the 
expence  of  flaughtered  tfaoufands,  nor  ereded  on  the 
ruin  of  nations,  but  rofe  on  the  bafis  of  general  hap« 
pmefis,  and  everlafting  life  to  all  good  men. 

Are  you  then  a£hiated  with  a  proper  feoie  of 
gratitude  to  thia  Captain  of  our  falvation  i   The 
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temporal  hero  and  deliverer  is  received  with  a  trib- 
ute of  applaufe  ;  every  heart  beats  with  admiration, 
and  every  tongue  is  vocal  in  his  praife.  Let  us  alfo 
celebrate  the  Prince  of  Peace,  the  Redeemer  of  our 
fallen  race,  who  delivered  us  from  everlafting  wrath, 
and  opened  a  way  to  the  heavens  by  the  blood  of  his 
crois.  Beautified  with  his  falvation,  let  us  rejoice  in 
the  Saviour,  faying  with  the  Apoftle,  "  God  forbid 
^  that  I  ihould  glory,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  Jefus 
^<  Chrift/'  Let  us  alfo  love  Him  who  firft  loved 
us.  Let  us  give  the  chief  place  in  our  hearts  to  that 
.I>ivine  Friend  of  mankind ^whofe  affedion  to  us  was 
ftronger  than  death. 


\ 
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Prov£RB8  xii.  26. 
The  righteous  is  more  excetknt  than  his  neighbour. 

1  HE  fentiments  of  men  concerning  vir^ 
iue,  and  their  own  particular  pra'dice,  form  a  very 
fttange  and  ftriking  contraft.  Motwithftandirig^ 
ftieif  6vm  itTCgular  or  impcrfeft  conduct,  a  gener*^ 
al  feeling,  "^ith  regard  to  morality,  pervades  the 
human  fpecies.  Philofophers  have  differed  about 
the  origin  of  moral  diftindions,  and  delivered  vari- 
ous theories  concerning  virtue  ;  but  the  people  who 
judge  from  their  feelings,  have  no  fyftem  but  one  ; 
and  whenever  right  and  wrong  become  the  fubjed 
of  decifion,  if  the  faft  be  fully  explained,  the  voice 
of  mankind  is  uniform  and  conftant« 

Without  this  moral  fenfe  or  fentiment,  the  quef- 
tion  with  regard  to  virtue  had  never  been  darted  at 
all,  nor  exercifed  the  ingenuity  of  the  greateft  and 
beft  fpirits  in  every  age  of  the  world.  For,  indepen-* 
dent  of  the  national  religions,  men  arofe  among  the 
heathens  who  ftrove  to  improve  or  reform  their 
countrymen,  the  lights  of  one  age  fhone  to  another^ 
the  great  and  the  good  not  only  left  their  example^ 
but  lifted  up  their  voice  to  ages  which  were  to  come.* 

Religion  gives  its  powerful  fanfUon  to  the  max* 
ims  of  morality,  and  this  volume  vTas  writtdi  tx)  re-- 
publiih  that  law  which  is  tngraven  on  the  heaort* 
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The  book  from  "which  thefe  words  are  taken,  was 
the  work  of  a  great  king  who  fometiines  left  the 
throne  to  adorn  it  the  more,  and,  retiring  from  the 
fplendid  follies  of  a  court,  confecrated  his  hours  to 
the  benefit  of  all  pbfterity.  It  was  addreffed  by  iiol- 
omon  to  his  fon,  and  contains  fuch  ideas  of  religion, 
and  urges  fuch  motives  to  virtue,  as  are  moil  ^ffedu-  « 
al  with  the  young,  reprefen^ing  them  as  the  perfect 
tion  of  human  nature^and  the  true  excellence  of  nxan* 
**  The  righteous  (fays  he)  is  more  excellent  than  his 
*^  aeighbour/'  With  great  propriety  Is  this  piduro 
fet  before  the  young ;  for  the  love  c^  excellence  i» 
natural  to  the  youthful  mind.  What  is  manly,  what 
is  generous,  wh^t  is  honorable,  are  then,  tlie  objeda 
of  admiration  and  purfuit ;  fired  with  noble  emula* 
tion^  each  ingenuoijis  difciple  afpires  to  be  more  ex- 
cellent than  his  neighbour. 

Tho  objefidons  againft  a  holy  life  have  proceeded 
on  maxims  dire£tly  contrary  to  the  text*.  The  in- 
ducements to  vice,  which  have  been  powerful  ia 
all  ages,  are  the  fame  that  were  prefent^d  by  the 
tempter  to  our  firft  parents.  Wifdom  was  promif- 
tdf  ^^  Te  fliall  be  wife  to  know  good  and  evil ;''  the 
attraftions  of  ambition  were  prefented,  ^^  Ye  (hall  be 
^^  as  gods ;"  the  allurements  of  pleafure  were  added, 
and  the  forbidden  fruit  recommended  as  "  good  for 
*^  food  and  pleafant  to  the  eye."  If  in  oppofition  to 
thefe  it  fhall  be  (hown,  that  the  righteo^)  man  is  wi« 
fer,  and  greater,  and  happier,  than  \i&  neighbour, 
theobje&ions  againft  religion  will  be  removed,  the 
ways  of  Providence  will  be  vindicated,  and  virtue  ef- 
tabliihQd  upon  an  everlafting  foundation. 

In  th^;/fii*place»  The  righteous  man  is  wiferthaa 
his  neighbour. 
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There  is  no  part  of  his  nature  in  vhSch  man  19  fo 
earneft  to  excel,  and  fo  je^ous  of  a  defeat,  as  hk  un- 
detftanding.  Men  wili  give  up  any  part  of  their 
frame  fooner  than  this  •;  they  will  fubfcribe  to  many 
infirmities  and  errors,  they  will  confefs  a  want  of 
temper,  and  the  proper  government  <rf  their  paffions, 
they  will  even  admit  deviations  witti  yegard  to  the 
leffer  moralities,  but  never  yield  the  fmalleft  iota  in 
what  refpefts  their  intelledual  abilities; 

No  wonder  that  man  is  jealous  of  his  underftand- 
ing,  for  it  is  his  prerogative  and  his  glory,  'rtiis 
draws  the  line  between  the  animal  and  the  intelledu- 
al  world,  afcertains  our  rank  in  the  fcale  of  beings 
and  not  only  raifes  us  above  inferior  crea^tives,  but 
makes  us  approach  to  a  nature  i^hich  is  divine. 
This  enters  into  the  foundation  of  Chara^er^  for 
without  intellefbual  abilities,  moral  qualities  cami<yt 
iubfift,  and  a  good  heart  will  go  wron^  without  the 
guidance  of  a  good  underftanding,  Withom  the  di« 
redion  and  the  government  of  wifdom,  courage  de« 
generates  into  ralhnefs,  juftice  hardens  into  rigour^ 
and  benevolence  becomes  an  indifcrimniate^good  na« 
ture,  or  a  blimieable  facility  of  manners.  Where 
Chen  is  wifdom  to  be  found,  and  what  is  the  patli  of 
underftanding  ?  If  you  will  truft  the  di^tcs  of  re- 
ligion and  reafon,  to  be  virtuotts  is  to  he  wife*  The 
teftimony  of  all  who  have  gone  before  ypu,  confirms 
die  decifion.  In  oppofition,  however,  to  the  voice 
of  religion,  of  reafon,  and  cf  mankiiid,  there  are 
multitudes  in  every  age  who  reckon  themfeives  more 
excellent  than  theh  neighbours,  by  tr^f paffing  agusft 
the  laws  which  all  ages  have  coasted  facred,  ^die 
younger  by  the  purfuit  of  criminal  gratlficadOB,  &e 
old  by  habits  of  deceit  and  fraud. 
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The  early  period  of  lif«  i&  frequently  a  feafon  of 
Jelufion.  When  youth  fcatters  its  blandifliraents^ 
aad  the  fong  of  plcafure  is  heard,  "  Let  us  crown 
**  ourfelves  with  rofe-buds  before  they  are  withered, 
**  and  let  no  flo\lrer  of  the  fpring  pafs  away  ;**  the  in- 
experienced and  the  unwary  liften  to  the  found,  and 
furrender  ttiemiblves  to  the  enchantment.  Not  fatis- 
fied  with,  thofe  ju(b  and  mafculine  joys  which  nature 
offers  and  virtue  confecrates,  they  rulh  into  the  ex- 
ceffes  of  unlawful  pleafure  ;  not  fatisfied  with  thofe 
fruits  bordering  the  path  of  virtue,  which  they  may 
tafte  and  live,  they  put  forth  their  hand  to  the  for- 
bidden tree.  One  criminal  indulgence  lays  the  foun- 
dation for  ^another,  till  fmful  plcafure  become*  a  pur- 
fuit  that  employs  all  the  faculties,  and  abforbs  all  the 
time  of  its  votaries. 

There  is  no  moderation  ri6r  government  in  vice, 
Defires  that  are  innocent  may  hi^  indulged  viath  in- 
nocence ;  pleafures  that  are  pure  may  be  purfued 
with  purity,  and  the  round  of  guiitlcfs, delights  may 
be  made  without  encroaching  on  the  great  duties  of 
life.  But  guilty  pleafures  become  the  matters  and 
the  tyrants  of  the  mind  ;  when  thefe  lords  acquire 
dominion,  they  bring  all  the  thoughts  into  captivity, 
and  rule  with  unlimited  and  defpotic  fway. 

Look  around  you.  Confider  the  fate  of  your 
equals  in  age,  who  have  been  fwept  away,  not  by 
the  hand  of  time,  but  by  the  fcythe  of  intemperance, 
and  involved  in  the  (hade  of  death.  Contemplate 
that  cloud  which  veils  the  invifible  world,  where 
their  manfion  is  fixed  for  ever.  When  the  fons  of 
the  Siren  call  you  to  the  banquet  of  vice,  ftop  in  the 
midft  of  this  career,  paufe  on  the  brink,  look  dowrv. 
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and  while  yet  one  throb  belongs  ta,yir|Qe,  turn  back 
from  the  verge  of  deftruftion.  *  Tiiinkrof  the  joyful 
morning  that  rifes  after  a  Viftoiry  QV^^fin^  refledion 
thy  friend,  memory  ftored  with  plealt&if^mages,  thy 
thoughts  like  good  angels  announcing  peace  and  pre- 
fagingjoy^ 

Or,  if  that  will  not  f^ffice,  turn  to  the  Ihades  of  tlie 
piaure,  and  behold  the  ruin  that  falfe  pleafure  intro- 
duces into  human  nature.  Behold  a  rational  being 
arrefted  in  his  courfe.  A  character  that  might  have 
fhone  in  public  and  in  private  life,  caft  into  the  fhades 
of  oblivion  j  a  name  that  might  have  been  uttered 
with  a  tear,  and  left  as  an  inheritance  to  a  race  to 
come,  configned  to  the  roll  of  infamy.  All  that  is 
.  great  in  human  nature  facrificed  at  the  fhrine  of  fen- 
fual  pleafure  in  this  world,  and  the  candidate  for  im* 
mortality  in  the  next,  plunged  into  the  irremediable 
gulf  of  folly,  diffipation  and  endlels  mifery. 

Cetera  defuntf 
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Daniel  xi.  32. 

The  people  that  do  know  their  Godfiall  bejlrong. 

JL  H£  follies  and  vices  which  disfigure 
humau  life,  do  not  always  proceed  from  a  principle 
of  depravity.     The  thoroughly  abandoned,  who  fin 
from  forethought  and  contrivance,  who  commit  in- 
iquity upon  a  fixed  plan,  and  who  are  wicked  merei» 
ly  from  a  love  of  wickednefs,  I  hope  and  believe  are 
not  a  numerous  clafs.    The  indifcretions  and  vices 
into,  which  men  fall,  I  am  apt  to  imagine  proceed  of- 
ten from  a  weaknefs  of  mind  rather  than  from  a  bad«> 
nefs  of  heart.     There  is  a  certain  feeblenefs  in  the 
fprings  of  anions,  a  facility  of  difpofidon,|a  fillinefs 
of  foul,  I  which    marks  the  chara^r,    and   runs 
through  tne  life  of  many  men,  as  pernicious  to  them 
in  the  conduft  of  life,  as  a  principle  of  a&ual  de- 
pravity could  be.     Perfons  of  this  clafs,  properly 
fpeaking,  fuflain  no   charader  at  alL    They  aflert 
not  the  rights  of  an  independent  being,  they  make 
no  original  efforts  of  mind,  but  patiently  furrender 
themfelves  to  accident,  to  be  guided  by  events,  and 
to  be  fafktoned  by  thofe  with  whom  they  live.    They 
have  not  flrength  of  mind  to  (land  alone,  they  dare 
not  walk  in  a  path  unlefs  it  is  beaten.     Feeblenefs, 
fluduation,  timidity,  irrefolution,  fill  up  the  period 
of  their  infignificant  days,  and  often  betray^  them  in* 
to  crimes  as  well  as  indifcretions. 
Rr 
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This  wQaknefs  of  mind  is  not  only  pernicious  but 
criminal.  There  are  mental  defefts  that  are  incon- 
fiftent  with  a  ftate  of  virtue.  The  Sacred  Scriptures 
never  draw  the  line  of  diftinftion  between  intelleftu« 
al  and  moral  qualities,  but  prefcribe  both  as  requi* 
fite  to  form  the  charafter  of  the  righteous  man. 
Hence  a  found  mind,  as  well  as  a  good  heart  is  men- 
tioned  as  an  ingredient  in  the  charader  of  a  faint. 
Hence,  in  the  facred  books,  religion  and  virtue  go 
under  the  name  of  wifdom^  vice  and  wrckednefs  un« 
der  the  name  of  folly.  Hence  intelledual  qualities 
become  the  fubjed  of  divine  precept,  and  we  zxt 
called  upon  to  be  wife  aad  to  be  ftrong,  as  weU  as 
to  be  holy  and  to  be  pure.  In  oppofition  to  the  fee^ 
ble-minded,  it  is  faid  in  the  text,  that  tfaej  who 
know  their  God,  or  are  truly  religious,  are  ftrong« 
Religion,  when  righdy  underftood,  and  virtue,  whea 
properly  pra£tifed,  give  nerves  and  vigour  to  the 
mind,  in&fe  into  the  foul  a  fecret  flrength,  and,  pre- 
fenting  a  future  world  to  our  faith,  make  us  fuperi« 
or  to  the  dangers  and  temptations  of  the  prefent. 

To  fliow  what  this  ftrength  is,  I  fliall  fet  before 
you  fome  of  the  moft  remarkable  fcenes  in  human 
life  in  which  the  feeble-minded  give  way,  and  in 
which  they  who  know  their  God  are  ftrong.  This 
ftrength  then  infpired  into  the  mind  by  the  knowi^ 
edge  of  God,  maJces  us  fuperior  to  the  opinion  and 
fafhion  of  the  world,  fuperior  to  the  difficulties  and 
danger^  of  the  world,'* fuperior  to  the  pteafures  and 
temptations  of  the  world,  and  fuperior  to  defpooding 
fears  ait  our  departure  from  the  worldi 

In  the//^  place.  It  makes  ui  fttpericnr  to-  the 
opinion  and  fa&ion  of  the  worid; 
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To  fuftain  an  amiable  charader  fo  as  to  be  belov« 
ed  by  thofe  with  whom  we  live,  to  maintain  a  facred 
regard  to  the  approbation  of  the  wife  and  good,  and 
to  follow  thofe  things  which  are  of  good  report,  when 
at  the  fame  time  they  are  pure  and  lovely  and  hon- 
ourable^  is  the  duty  of  every  honed  man.     But  un- 
happily the  bulk  of  the  world  is  not  compofed  of  the 
wife  and  good ;  religion  and  virtue  are  not  always 
in  the  fafliion ;  to  fix  the  rule  of  life,  therefore,  by 
the  public  approbation  or  diflike,  is  to  make  the  ftan- 
dard  of  morality  uncertain  and  variable.    According 
to  this  doftrinct  the  Chriftian  life  would  be  the  work 
of  mere  caprice,  there  would  be  a  faibion  in  morals 
as  well  as  in  drefs,  and  what  is  virtue,  or  vice  in  one 
age  or  country,  would  not  be  £0  in  another.   In  fuch 
critical  cafes,  when  truth  is  to  be  defended,  or  integ- 
rity to  be  held  faft  againft  the  current  of  popuhrr 
opinion,  the  feeble-minded  are  apt  to  make  (hipwreck 
ti  the  faith.    The  feeble-minded  man  refts  not  up- 
on himfeif,  he  has  nothing  within  to  fupport  him, 
he  thinks,  and  ad:s,  and  lives  by  the  opinion  of  oth- 
crs*     **  What  will  the  world  fay  ?**  is  the  queftion 
that  he  puts  to  himfeif  on  all  occafions.    Thou  fool ! 
look  inwards,  thine  own  heart  will  tell  thee  mote 
Aan  all  the  world*    This  pufillanimous  deference 
t0  the  c^inioAs  of  others,  this  criminal  compliance 
to  the  public  voice,  will  make  you  lofe  your  all,  your 
Ibttl. 

Henosy  in  certain  companies,  men  are  aihamed  of 
dwir  religion*  They  lend  a  pleafed  ear  to  argu- 
ments that  fluike  the  foundations  of  their  faith :  they 
fokkuk  die  bugh  that  is  nd&d  at  the  expence  of  ail 
thst  they  hold  ftcred  and  venerable,  and  themfelres 
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aflume  the  fpirit,  and  fpeak  the  words  of  prbfaneileri;, 
vhile  the  heart  often  fecretly  agonizes  for  the  libet- 
ties  of  the  tongue.  In  oppofition  to  fuch  charaders, 
the  man  who  is  truly  religious,  performs  his  duty 
through  bad  report  as  well  as  through  good.  The 
applaufe  of  fuch  fools  as  make  a  mock  at  (in,  he  de- 
fpifes.  His  itandard  of  moral  condufb,  is  his  own 
confcience  well  informed  by  the  wo#d  of  God.  He 
knows  that  theiaihion  of  the  world  paiTeth  away,  and 
vice  or  folly  is  not  recommended  to  him  by  being 
pra£lifed  by  others.  He  remembers  the  words  of  his 
Mafter,  *^  Whofoever  ihall  be  afhamed  of  me,  of  him 
'^  fliall  the  Son  of  man  be  afhamed."  He  dares  to 
be  fingular  and  good :  ^^  Though  all  men  forfake 
«  thee,  yet  will  not  I.'* 

In  t\it fecond  place.  This  ftrength  infpired  by  true 
religion,  makes  us  fuperior  to  the  difEculties  and  dan-^ 
gers  we  meet  with  in  the  world. 

The  feeble-minded  man  is  intimidated  upon  the 
flighted  occafion :  he  Aarts  at  difficulties,  and  (brinks 
from  dangers,  whenever  they  prefent  themfelves. 
Happy  to  catch  at  any  fubterfuge,  he  finds  or  makes 
a  thoufand  obftacles  to  the  difcharge  of  his-  duty ; 
and  when  any  thing  great  is  to  be  done,  there  is  *^  a 
"  lion  in  the  way.'*  What  infinite  mifchief  has  this 
pufiUanimity  done  in  the  world  !  How  often  has 
the  befl  and  moft  generous  caufe  been  loft  by  the 
veaknefs  of  its  defenders  !  How  often  have  the  moft 
innocent  and  worthy  charaders  fuflkred  by  the 
ihameful  cowardice  of  their  friends  f  How  often  hav/e 
men  purchafed  to  themfelves  an  inglorious  eft£e>  aa 
infamous  tranquillity,  at  th^  ezpence  of  chara&er 
and  confcience,  and  every  thing  great  and  good ! 
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Very  different  is  the  charafter  of  him  who  is  ftrong 
in  the  Lord.  When  he  is  affured  he  is  la  the  light 
path,  he  fees  no  obftacles  in  the  way.  Nothing  is 
difficult  to  a  determined  mind.  Through  the  divine 
aid,  refolutibn  is  omnipotent.  To  the  unwearied  ef- 
forts  of  perfevering  courage,  art  and  nature  have 
yielded  :  and  there  is  a  ladder  by  which  the  heavena 
mjy  be  fcaled.  Through  Chrift  flrengthening  him, 
the  man  of  God  d^n  do  all  things.  No  appearance 
of  difficulty,  no  form  of  danger,  no  face  of  death, 
terrifies  him  from  doing  his  duty.  He  gives  up  his 
poiTeffions,  his  country,  his  parents,  his  friends,  his 
wife  and  children,  his  own  life  alfo,  rather  than  de- 
fert  the  poft  of  honor  affigned  to  him  by  Providence. 
"  None  of  thefe  things  move  me,'*  faith  an  Apoftle, 
"  neither  account  I  my  life  dear  unto  myfelf,  fo  that 
#^  I  may  finilh  my  courfe  with  joy.  What  mean  yoii 
"  to  weep,  and  to  break  my  heart  ?  for  I  am  wilting 
"  not  to  be  bound  only,  but  to  die  at  Jerufalem,  for 
^  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus.** 

This  was  not  the  vain  boaft  of  men  who  were 
brave  when  the  day  of  battle  was  diftant,  and  who 
in  the  midft  of  tranquillity,  talked  of  defpifmg  dan- 
ger.  It  was  the  fpeech  of  one  who  afted  what 
he  fpoke.  To  the  confirmation  of  it,  we  can  adduce 
a  cloud  of  witneffes,  an  hoft  of  martyrs,  multitudes 
of  all  nations,  and  ages,  and  conditions,  for  whom 
the  flames  of  the  tormentor  were  kindled  to  no  par* 
pofe  ;  againft  whom  the  fword  of  perfecution  was 
drawn  in  vain  ;  who  held  faft  their  integrity,  though 
they  knew  death  to  be  the  confequehce,  and  follow- 
ed their  Redeemer  in  a  path  that  was  marked  with 
blood.     Attiong  thefe  martyrs,  doubtlefs  there  were 
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many  who  naturally  were  as  feeble,  and  flexible,  and 
timorous^  as  any  of  you  are  :  but  when  they  were 
inlpiced  mth  this  hidden  ftrength,  an4  ^^^  fnp- 
ported  by  the  everlafting  arms,  the  timbfous  waxed 
yaliant,  and  the  feeble  became  ftrong  in^he  Lord« 

Cetera  defum. 
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ExoD.  xziii.  2. 

Thoujhah  not  follow  a  multitude  to  do  eviL 

Imitation  is  one  of  the  grtat  charac. 
teriftics  of  the  human  fpecies.  As  the  pailion  for 
fociety  is  ftrong  in  the  breads  of  all  rational  crea« 
tures,  the  gratification  of  it  is  fought  after  as  one  of 
the  bigheft  enjoyments  of  life.  The  fame  pai^n 
that  impels  us  to  fociety,  impels  us  to  take  part 
with  our  companions  in  their  interefts  and  inclina- 
tions. Infenfibly  and  without  thought  we  fall  into 
ilieir  cuftoms  and  their  manners  ;  we  adopt  their 
fentiments,  their  paifions,  andevien  their  foibles,  and 
follow  the  fame  courfe  as  if  we  were  aduated  by  the 
^  fame  fpirit.  This  principle  appears  in  children  e- 
Yea  in  the  infant  ftate.  From  their  earliefl  years 
they  lore  to  mimic  whatever  ftrikes  the  organs  of 
fenfe  ;  and  foon  as  the  young  idea  begins  to  Ihoot,. 
and  the  embryo  of  the  manly  charader  to  appear, 
they  form  themfelves  infenfibly  upon  the  model  of 
dieir  parents,  and  the  perfons  with  whom  they  con- 
verfe.  To  this,  and  not  to  any  fancied  phyfical 
caufe,  is  owing  that  ftrong  and  ftriking  relemblance, 
which  we  frequently  find  between  the  parents  and 
the  offspring  ;  a  refemblance  as  remarkable  in  the 
temper  and  chara&er,  as  in  the  features  of  the  bee. 
This  principle  is  not  confined  to  individu^,  it 
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extends  to  nations.  There  is  a  national  charader, 
a  national  fpirit,  and  eveh  a  national  mode  of  think- 
ing,  down  the  current  of  which  we  are  infenfibly 
carried.  When  any  novelty,  any  improvement  in 
art  or  in  fcience,  makes  its  appearance  in  a  nation, 
it  flies  from  man  to  man,  and  from  place  to  place 
by  a  kind  of  contagion,  till  it  has  overfpread  the 
whole  country.  So  powerful^  is  fympathy,  and  the 
love  of  imitation  among  men  :  and  thus  are  our 
minds  framed  by  the  hand  of  our  Maker,  to  accord 

!f  with  thofc  of  others  ;  like  the  firings  of  mufical  in- 
ftruments  in  unifon,  when  one  is  (truck,  the  rell 
correfpond  to  the  impreffion,  vibrate  in  the  fame 
key^  and  found  the  fame  note.  As  this  principle  is 
implanted  in  us  by  the  Author  of  our  nature,  it  muft 
no  doubt  be  intended  for  great  and  important  pur- 

\  pofes*  It  ferves  to  flrengthen  the  bonds  of  fociety, 
to  promote  friendihip  and  love,  and  is  the  apteft 
and  moft  fuccefsful  means,  not  only  to  teach  wifdom 
and  goodnefs,  but  alfo  to  infpire  them. 

But  as  all  principles  have  their  unfavourable  and 
vitious  extreme,  to  which  they  may  be  carried,  fo 
llkewife  hath  this.  Here,  therefore,  hath  the  AU 
mighty  interpofed,  and  fet  bounds  to  it  which  it 
ought  not  to  pafs,  and  on  the  fartheft  verge  of  inno- 
cence hath  engraven  this  infcription,  **  Hitherto 
"  fhalt  thou  come,  and  no  farther  ;  here  (hall  the 
"  progrefs  of  thy  imitation  be  flayed  ;"  or,  as  it  is 
exprefled  in  the  ifrords  of  our  text,  "  Thou  fhalt 
^^  not  imitate  men  in  their  wickednefs  ;  thou  fhalt 
"  n6t  follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil.*' 

In  further  treating  on  this  fubjed,  I  fliall,  in  the 
firjl  place,  endeavour  to  (how  you  by  what  means 
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«re  are  to  keep  ourfeivcs  from  IbHowiftg  tvnhttude 
to  do  evil ;  aod,  im  the  ft€0id  place,  adduce  fome 
argumenu  that  urge  the  neceffity  of  this  dutj. 

tSktfarft  thing  propoied,  was  lo  fliow  70U  by  what 
meaas  we  are  to  guwd  outftlMt  filMQ^  multitttde 
that  do  e?ih 

And,  in  the  fitft  place.  In  order  to  thtt,  let  its 
be  early  and  firmly  eftabliflied  in  the  principles  of 
our  holy  faith.    Wh«i  we  look  about  ns  into  life, 
mid  beh<4d  how  many  perfons  enter  into  the  world, 
without  having  their    minds  inftraded,  or  their 
fmrrts  eftablifted  in  the  great  principles  of  nrtne 
'and  religion,  we  cannot  be  fui]^iied  that  they  go 
aftray  on  occafion  of  thefirft  temptation,  and  foUolir 
4lm  mukkttde  to  do  e?iL      PeriHq)s  they  have  ac* 
paired  Ibme  general  knowledge  of  Chriflianity^  bnt 
their  knowledge  of  it  is  merely  fpeculative,  has  play- 
ed round  the  head,  but  has  not  reached  the  hearu 
Accorfingly,  as  mere  fpeculation  is  utterly  unfit  to 
combat  the  ftrengdi  of  paffion,  and  the  violence  of 
temptation,  they  ibon  fall  off  and  fink  into  all  the 
corruptions  of  the  world  around  them.    This  courfe 
of  life  is  well  defcribed  in  the  beautiful  pteable  of 
die  fower  and  the  feed. — ^^  Behold  a  fower  went 
^  forth  to  few  \  and  as  he  fowed,  fome  feeds  fell 
**  upon  the  ftony  places,  where  they  had  not  much 
^  earth,  and  forthwith  they  fprung  up,  becaufe  they 
^  had  no  deepnefs  of  earth  ;  and  when  the  fun  was 
^^  up  they  were  fcorched,  and  becaufe  they  had  no 
*^  root,  they  withered  away/'    That  is,  they  had 
received  the  knowledge  of  the  Ghriftian  religion, 
but  they  bad  not  attained  to  that  true  faith,  which 
is  not  barely  an  affent  of  the  underftanding  to  fpecu<> 
Ss 
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latBTie  troth,  but  which  is  alfo  a  principle  of  adion 
"which  purifies  the  heart,  works  by  love,  and  regu* 
lates  the  whole  converfation. 

It  is  education  chiefly  that  forms  the  human  char- 
a&er  ;  and  ijt  is  a  virtuous  and  religious  education 
that  forms  the  chara&er  of  the  Chriftian.  The 
mind,  at  that  early  and  innocent  period,  being  un- 
tainted with  a&ual  guilt,  and  all  alive  to  every  gen* 
erous  impreffion,  bends  without  labour  to  the  force 
of  inftru£Uon ;  is  eafily  fovmed  to  all  the  beauties  of 
holinefs,  and  by  frequent  ^nd  repeated  afts,  acquires 
habits  of  devotion  and  virtue.  The  principles  that 
are  then  imbibed,  and  the  habits  tha^  are  then  ac- 
quired, although  they  may  be  fometimes  fliaken  and- 
weakened  by  the  contagion  of  evil  example,  are  fel- 
dom  or  never  entirely  obliterated^  When  the  good 
feed  is  thus  fown,  we  have  the  promife  of  Almigh- 
ty God,  that  he  will  grant  it  the  increafe,  and  caufe 
it  to  fpring  up  into  everlafting  life.  When  the 
Chriftian  do&rines  are  thus  received,  not  merely  as 
articles  of  belief,  but  alfo  as  principles  of  aftion, 
through  the  bleifing  of  God,  they  will  attain  the  af- 
cendant  over  the  unruly  paffions,  and  exert  fuch  an 
entire  influence  over  the  mind,  as  vidll  enable  it  to 
refift  temptation,  and  to  come  oflf  triumphant. 
When  the  good  foundation  is  thus  laid,  the  winds 
may  arife,  and  the  rains  may  defcend  }  the  tempeft 
may  blow  and  beat  upon  the  houfe,  but  the  founda- 
tion of  the  ftrudlure  fhall  not  fidl,  for  it  refts  upon  a 
rock. 

Nexty  In  order  to  preferve  our  innocence  and  in- 
tegrity  uncorrupted  from  the  world^  let  us  bew?ure 
with  what  company  we  aflbciate.    Evil  co^niai^ii^- 
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tion  corrupts  good  manners.  It  is  not  indeed  always 
in  our  power  to  avoid  falling  into  the  company  of 
the  wicked,  but  it  is  always  in  our  power  not  tQ 
make  fuch  perfons  our  confidents  and  companions* 
It  is  the  grand  fecret  of  life,  both  with  refped  to 
virtue  and  to  happinefs,  to  feled  good  and  worthy 
perfons  to  be  our  friends  and  companions  }  fuch 
perfons  wiih  whom  we  would  not  only  wifh  to  livt, 
but  alfo  defire  to  die.  Such  perfons  whom  we 
would  not  only  choofe  to  be  the  companions  of  our 
caielefs  hours,  but  alfo  the  partners  of  our  enjoy- 
ments through  all  eternity. 

There  is  fomething  in  the  friendfliip  and  familiar- 
ity of  good  men,  extremely  great  and  honorable  to 
human  nature  ;  and  there  are  fome  confiderations 
in  Chriftianity  that  carry  thefe  to  their  higheft  per- 
fection. The  great  commandment  of  our  Lord  to 
his  followers,  was  to  love  one  another.  In  the  ho- 
ly facrament  of  the  fupper,  we  are  united  together 
in  fuch  intimate  bonds  of  union,  as  to  become  mem- 
bers of  one  body.  We  have  one  faith,  one  hope,  one 
baptifm,  one  Lord,  the  Father  of  all,  one  Saviour 
who  died  for  the  fins  of  the  world,  one  Spirit  who 
dwells  in  the  hearts  of  the  faithful.  We  are  fellow 
heirs  of  the  fame  grace  of  life,  fellow  ezpe&antso 
the  fiune  heavenly  rewards. 

Under  thefe  confiderations,  the  friendfhip  of  good 
men  would  be  attended  with  the  moft  beneficial  ef- 
fefts.  They  would  fupport  each  other  in  the  temp- 
tations  and  affliaions  of  life,  and  by  quickening 
each  other's  diligence,  provoke  one  another  to  love 
an,|^  to  good  works.  Such  aflbciations  of  good  and 
worthy  perfons^in  times  of  public  degeneracy  and 
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corniptioB,  are  Ipoken  of  in  Scripture  vidi  thelugh* 
eft  honor.  ^^  Then  they  that  feved  the  Lord,  Q)ike 
^  often  one  to  another,  and  the  Lord  hearkened  and 
^*  heard  it ;  and  a'book  of  remembrance  was  wri^ 
^*  ten  before  him  for  them  that  feared  the  Lord, 
*^  and  that  thought  upon  his  name.  And  they  (haH 
^^  be  mine,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  in  that  day 
^^  when  I  make  up  my  jewels ;  and  I  will  fyttn 
^^  them  as  a  man  fpareth  his  own  fon  that  ferveth 
"  him." 

Further  J  In  order  to  keep  omielres  nnf^otted 
from  the  world,  let  us  acquire  firmnefs  and  fbrtl* 
tude  of  mind.  There  is  no  principle  in  human  na- 
ture that  is  attended  with  a  train  of  more  dreadful 
confequences,  than  that  fsicility  of  manners,  that  fim« 
nlidty  of  difpofition,  that  we^kneft  of  foul,  which 
IS  eafily  perfuaded  from  its  relblution,  to  comply 
^rith  every  propofal.  TJiis  good  nature,  as  it  is 
faliUy  called,  is  the  worft  natqre  in  the  world,  and 
is  the  occafion  of  more  calamities,  and  of  more 
crimes,  than  the  a£hul  inclination  to  widtedne& 
To  oppofe  the  adual  titious  inclination.  Almighty 
God  hath  indued  ns  with  an  underftanding  to  dil^ 
cem  it^  evil,  and  with  a  confcience  to  check  its 
progrefs ;  but  this  pernicious  feeblenefr  of  mind 
has  the  appearance  of  fodablenefs  and  of  virtue,  and« 
by  that  appearance,  deceives  us  to  pur  ruin, 

Perfons  of  fuch  a  chancer  make  no  original  ef- 
forts of  mind.  They  feem  bopi  to  enlift  under  a 
leader,  and  are  the  (hiners  or  die  faints  of  accident, 
^orjitudeof  mind,  and  ftrength  of  refolution,  arp 
ir^niiite  for  every  purpofe  of  human  life.  Inptf- 
iStetkr,  they  are  neceflbry  to  keep  OS  from  tfaie  co^ 
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tftgion  df  eri!  examine.  Let  m  be  caotiout  in  lay* 
lag  down  reMutioM  :  let  us  be  cautious  in  con** 
certing  plans  oi  adton :  bat  when  we  baTO  once 
re(blT^9  let  «  be  kmniitable.  When  we  have 
chofen  our  path,  let  us  hold  on,  though  the  temp- 
tations of  life  ihould  befet  us  on  one  hand,  and  the 
terrors  of  death  oh  the  other,  not  fuffering  the  com« 
motions  of  the  world,  not  even  the  changes  of  na- 
ture, to  fluke  or  to  difturb  the  move  ftedfaft  pur^ 
pofe  of  our  fouls.  The  moft  valuable  o£  alt  poflef* 
lions  is  a  Ibenuous  and  a  fleady  mind,  a  felf-deciding 
fpirit,  prqiared  to  aft,  to  fuffer,  or  to  die,  as  occa-* 
fion  requires. 

*  This  is  not  an  ideal  charader,  which  exifls  only 
in  defcription.    God  hath  never  wanted  his  thou* 
iands  who  have  not  bowed  the  knee  to  the  idols  of 
the  world.    We  can  reckon  up  a  venerable  compa- 
ny of  Patriarchs,  and  a  facred  fodety  of  Prophets,  a 
"^holy  fellowfliip  of  ApoiUes,  an  innumerable  army  of 
viMartyrs  and  Confeflbrs,  who  were  found  faithful  in 
'the  midft  of  the  faithlefs,  who  approved  themfelves 
the  fons  of  God  without  rebuke,  in  the  midft  of  an 
evil  and  profane  generation,  and  having  received 
the  recompence  of  reward,  are  now  fitting  on 
thrones,  and  finging  Hofannah  in  the  heavens. 

The  contemplation  of  their  lives  ihould  aniniate 
us  to  run  the  race  that  is  fet  before  us,  with  the 
fiune  alacrity  and  zeal.    Did  we  frequently  and  fe.    i 
fiottfly  call  up  to  our  remembrance,  the  lives  and    , 
tbe  virtues  of  thofe  who  are  now  inheriting  the   ' 
IHKni^fes*    Did  we,  by  faith  and  contemplation,  rep-  [ 
ffl^rto  OUT  aunds  thofe  unfeen  rewards  of  which 
d)<7  V(P99%i^f9S^on^yit  ihould  feel  our  hearts 
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burn  within  us  ;  with  seal  and  emulation,  we  would 
inhale  a  portion  of  the  (ame  divine  fpirit,  and  behold* 
ing  as  in  a  glafs  refleded,  their  virtues  and  vidories, 
we  would  be  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from  glo« 
ry  to  glory,  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God. 

Cater  a  defunu 

N.  B.  The  Sermon  which  was  deliYered  in  its  finiflied  ftate, 
bf  the  Author,  from  thk  Text,  was  much  admired  by  hit  hear« 
crt.     The  above  is  only  a  part  of  it,  and  a  firft  copy. 
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Psalm  cxzii.  6* 

Praji  for  the  peace  cfyerufalem. 

FELLOW.CITIZENS,We  nWaffem. 
ble,  in  obedience  to  the  eot^mand  qf  our  Sovereign, 
to  pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerufalem,  and  for  the  prof- 
perity  of  thofe  that  love  hen,^  Loyalty  to  our  king, 
and  love  to  our  country,  are  the  paflions  which  ought 
to  animate  us  on  this  day*.  That  attachment  which 
good  citizens  bear  to  their  country,  has  ever  been 
efteemed  a  virtue  of  the  higheft  clafs.  Not  to  men- 
tion the  Greeks  and  the  Romans,  \the  hiftory  of  the 
Ifraelites,  with  which  you  are  better  acquainted^  pre- 
fents  us  with  grand  and  ihiking  inftances  of  patriot- 
ifm  and  public  fpirit.  They  never  mention  the 
names  ofZionand  Jerufalem,  without  gladnefs  and 
rapture.  The  words  which  I  have  now  read  to  you, 
feem  to  have  come  from  the  heart,  and  breathe  this 
fpirit  in  the  moft  lively  manner. 

During  their  captivity,  when  they  fat  by  the  rivers 
of  Babylon,  the  Jews  thought  upon  Zion,  and  wept. 
When  they  prayed  to  Heaven,  they  turned  their 
faces  towards  Jerufalem.  At  their  return  from  cap- 
tivity, they  are  defcribed  as  halting  on  a  hill,  over 
which  they  had  to  march,  taking  a  fond  look  of  Ju- 
dea,  from  which  they  had  been  baniflied  fo  long ; 
burftiag  into  tears  at  the  view,  weeping  as  they  went 

*  upon  ft€ift.da7dariQg  dk  Asiericiii  war. 
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forward,  at  the  reeognifance  of  their  ancient  coiintry'y 
and  their  native  land.  Oar  Saviour,  who  was  apat<> 
"  tern  of  all  goodnefs,  fet  us  an  escample  of  this  virtue. 
He  loved  his  country,  and  uttered  that  celebrated 
exclamation  of  patriotifm,  ^^  O  Jerufalem,  Jerufalem, 
*'  How  often  ^ould  I  have  gathered  thee,  as  a  hen 
'*  gathereth  her  brood  under  her  wings  !'* 

As  we  now  meet  to  pray  for  the  peace  or  welfare 
of  our  Jeru&lem,  (for  in  the  language  of  Scripture, 
peace  Is  put  for  aU  kinds  of  proj^ecity,)  I  fball  en- 
deavour to  ihow  you  at  this  time,  whereia  the  pub- 
lic welfare  confifta.  . 
'^  Itconfifts  in  the  national  liberty ,j  the  aational 
\  wealth  and  induftry,)the  national  defence,  and  the 
\           national  character. 

i  The  J!r/i  ingredient  in  the  public  bappinefs  is  lib^ 

I  erty  ;  a  privilege  invsduable^  but  frequently  muAxa* 

derftood,  and  ftiU  more  frequently  abufed.  Abfo- 
lute  liberty  to  do  what  we  pleafe»  is  abfolute  power. 
If  one  alone,  or  a  few  poflfefs  this»  the  reft  are  in  Have- 
ry  ;  if  all  have  it,  the  whole  moft  be  in  confufion. 
In  or<ler  to  prevent  mutual  encroachments,  and  a£> 
certain  each  perfon's  claims,  liberty  muft  be  Secured 
by  a  conftitution,  and  guarded  by  law*  In  the  ftate 
of  nature,  men  are  not  only  free,  but  indcf^ndent ; 
among  the  wandering  tribes  of  favages,  none  claim 
authority  -over  others  {  but  as  fuch  a  ftate  c«;^not  fidb- 
G&,  Long,  whenever  men  enter  iniio  formed  \fooiecy, 
they  give  up  fome  of  their  nataral  rights,  in  erder 
te  prefenre  the  reft ;  Chey  na  longer  wield  ibe  fwotd 
«f  jttftice  themfislves ;  It  is  given  to  tfae  magiftrate  j 
tk^  itttruft  their  pfoperty  to  tbe  JaiM,  wml  their  yn>- 
tedion  to  theJuof* 
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Still,  however,  that  is  the  happieft  form  of  gov- 
ernment, which  beft  fecures  the  natural  rights  of 
men.     It  is  here  that  the  Britifli  conftitution  tri« 
umphs.     Pofieffing  advantages  which  no  other  form 
of  government  ever  poffeffed,  it  ftands  forth  the  en» 
vy  of  the  neighbouring  nations,  and  a  pattern  to  fuc- 
ceeding  times.     Liberty  is  the  birthright  of  every 
Britan.     That  grand  charter  of  Nature  to  her  chil- 
dren is  eftabliflied  and  confirmed  by  law.     The  con- 
ftitution,  like  the  providence  of  Heaven,  extends  its 
gracious  regards  to  all ;  while  it  proteds  the  poor 
in  the  poflei&on  of  their  legal  rights,  it  checks  the 
infolence  of  the  great,  and  fets  bounds  to  the  prerog- 
ative of  Majefty  itfelf,  faying  to  the  king,  **  Thus 
**  far,  and  no  farther,  does  thy  power  extend."    Ail 
the  members  of  the  ftate  are  reprefented  in  the  great 
council  of  the  nation,  and  have  a  voice  in  the  Legif- 
iature ;  the  fubjeds  are  taxed  by  their  own  confent. 
There  is  no  defpotic  or  difcretionary  power  in  any 
part  of  the  conftitution.     No  adion  muft  be  deem- 
ed a  crime,  but  what  the  laws  have  plainly  determin- 
ed to  be  fuch ;  no  crime  muft  be  imputed  to  a  man, 
but  from  a  legal  proof  before  his  judges  ;  and  thefe 
judges  muft  be  his  fellow-fubjeds  and  his  peers,  who 
are  obliged,  by  their  own  intereft,  to  have  a  watchf^ 
ful  eye  over  encroachments  and  violence.     ^^  We 
^^  muft  ever  admire  as  a  mafterpiece  of  political  wif- 
^^  dom»  and  as  the  key-ftone  of  civil  liberty,  that  ftat- 
^*  utewUch  forces  the fecrets  of  every  prifonto  be  re- 
^^  nealed,  tkecaufe  of  every  commitment  to  be  declar- 
**  ed,  and  the  perfonof  the  accufed  to  be  produced, 
^  that  he  may  claim  his  enlargement,  or  his  trials 
^*  within  a  limited  lime.''     By  thefe  means,  Great 
T  T 
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Britain  iiath  become  what  ancient  patriots  mfhedy  a 
government  of  laws,  and  not  of  men.  Highly  fa- 
voured nation  and  happy  people,  if  they  knew  their 
felicity,  and  did  not  .upon  occafions,  by  their  own 
fault,  turn  the  greateft  of  civil  bleflings  into  a  curfe! 

In  the  fecond  place,  the  national  welfare  conOfts 
in  the  national  induftry  and  wealth.  It  is  a  vulgar 
error  to  fuppofe,  that  the  greatnefs  of  a  nation  de- 
pends upon  the  number  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  not 
tlie  pumber  of  the  people,  but  their  being  ufefully 
employed,  that  adds  to  the  true  grandeur  and  felicity 
of  a  ftate.  A  nation  is  a  great  family,  where  every 
member  has  a  fphere  marked  out  and  a  part  to  per- 
form, and  which,  if  it  abounds  with  the  idle,  muft  fall 
to  ruin.  "  Men  crowd  where  the  fituation  is  tempt- 
^'  ing,  and  multiply  according  to  the  means  of  fub- 
**  fiftence.**  Prefent  the  proper  objeds  j  let  the  me- 
chanic  arts  be  cultivated  ;  let  manufadures  abound, 
and  commerce  flourifh ;  and  citizens  will  come  from 
the  eaft  and  from  the  weft,  and  from  the  fouth  and 
from  the  north.  Every  thing  in  the  world  is  pur- 
chafed  by  labour  and  by  induftry. 

Our  paflions  and  delires  are  the  caufes  of  labour 
and  induftry.  When  a  nation  introduces  manufac- 
tures and  commerce,  new  defires  are  created,  and 
new  paflions  are  raifed;  men  increafe  the  enjoy- 
ments, and  refine  upon  the  pleafures  of  Ufe.  Not 
fatisfied  with  what  is  necejfaryy  which  is  a  vague  term, 
and  has  a  reference  to  the  fkncy,  and  to  the  habit  of 
living,  they  look  out  for  what  is  comfortable,  what 
Is  elegamt,  and  what  is  delicate  in  life.  In  order  to 
fupply  thefe  recent  wants,  the  pojTeflbr  of  land,  the 
manufacturer,  and  the  merchant,  redouble  their  la- 
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bour  ax^dr^ttention.     Thus  new  induftry  is  excited, 
greater  numbers  of  men  are  employed,  the  grandeur 
of  the  fovereign,  and  the  happinefs  of  the  (late,  com<. . 
to  coincide.     By  this  means,  a  (lock  of  labour  comes 
to  be  laid  up  for  public  ufe* 

Trade  and  induftry  are  in  reality  nothing  but  a 
ftock  of  labour,  vhich,  in  times  of  peace  and  tran* 
quillity,  are  employed  for  the  eafe  and  fatisfadion  of 
individuals ;  but  in  the  exigencies  of  ftate,  may  in 
part  be  turned  to  public  advantage.  The  cultivation 
of  thefe  arts  is  favoured,  and  forwarded  in  our  coun- 
try, by  that  fecurity  which  we  enjoy.  What  every 
man  has,  is  his  own.  The  voice  of  the-oppreflbr  is 
never  heard  in  our  ftreets.  The  liand  of  rapacious 
jiower  is  never  ftretched  out  to  rob  the  induftrious 
of  the  fruit  of  his  labour. 

Thirdly^  The  public  welfare  confifts  in  the  nation- 
al defence.  The  police  of  every  well-modelled  ftate 
has  a  reference  to  war  and  to  national  fafety.  The 
legiflator  of  Sparta,  one  of  the  moft  famous  of  the 
ancient  republics,  thought  that  nations  were  by  na- 
ture in  a  (late  of  hoftility  ;  he  took  his  meafures  ac- 
cordingly, and  obferving  that  all  the  poiTeilions  of 
the  vanquiihed  pertain  to  the  vidor,  he  held  it  ridic* 
ulous  to  propofe  any  benefit  to  his  country,  before 
he  had  provided  that  it  ihould  not  be  conquered. 
A  moft  neceflary  provifion  \  for  unlefs  a  ftate  be  fuf-* 
ficient  for  its  own  defence,  it  mu(^  fall  an  eafy  prey 
to  every  invader.  It  was  the  intei^tion  of  nature, 
that  nations,  as  well  as  men,  ihould  giiard  themfelves. 
Hence  leflbns  of  war  are  delivered  i^  Sacred  Scrip- 
ture, and  principles  of  emulation  aild  diflenfion  are 
ftrongly  implanted  ia  the  foul  of  man.    Human  na- 
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ture  has  no  part  of  its  character,  of  \v1iiih  more 
ftriking  examples  are  given  in  every  part  of  the  globe. 
What  is  it  that  ftirs  in  the  breads  of  ordinary  men 
vhen  the  enemies  of  their  country  are  named  ? 
Whence  are  the  prejudices  that  fiibfift  between  dif- 
ferent provinces  and  villages  of  nhe  fame  empire  and 
territory  ?  .What  is  it  that  excites  one  half  of  the  na- 
tions  of  Etirope  againft  the  other  ?  The  ftatefman 
may  explain  this  conduft  upon  motives  of  national 
jealoufy  and  caution ;  but  the  people  have  diflikes 
and  antipathies^  which  proceed  from  fentiment,  not 
from  reafoning.  Among  them  the  materials  of  war 
and  diffenfion  are  laid  without  the  dire£Uon  of  gov- 
ernment, and  fparks  are  ready  on  every  occafion  to 
kindle  into  a  flame. 

This  being  the  difpofition  of  the.  people,  happy  is 
that  inftitution  which  prevails  in  a  part  of  this  S^and*,. 
of  putting  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  of 
making  every  citizen  a  foldier  in  his  turn,  and  by 
this  means  having  a  force  at  hand  to  rife  in  arms  at 
any  fudden  emergency.  When  fuch  a  fyftem  of  mil- 
itary arrangements  takes  place,  the  profperity  of  a 
ftate  becomes  independent  of  lingle  men  ;  there  isr 
a  wifdom  which  never  dies,  and  a  valour  which  is 
immortal.  A  ftate  may  hire  troops,  bat  valour  is 
not  to  be  bought ;  the  wealth  of  a  nation  will  pro- 
cure foldiers  to  fight  its  battles,  but  let  it  not  be  for- 
gotten, that  the  poffeflions  of  the  fearful  are  eafiiy 
feized,  that  a  timorous  multitude  falls  into  rout  of  it- 
felf.  Ramparts  may  be  ereded,  and  the  imple- 
ments of  war  may  be  furniflied,  by  a  pacific  people ; 
but  let  it  be  remembered  as  an  eternal  truths  that 

*  Originally  pobliiked  bcSnre  the  iiftitutkft  of  the  Scottilh  liGlituk 
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there  is  no  rampart  which  is  impregnable  to  valour^ 
that  arms  are  only  of  confequence  when  they  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  brave,  and  that  the  only  price  of 
freedom  is  the  blood  of  the  free.  When  an  ancient 
Spartan  was  afked  what  was  the  wall  of  his  city  ?  he 
pointed  to  a  band  of  brave  men ;  a  defence  more 
permanent  and  more  effedual  than  the  rock  and  the 
cement  with  which  othfcr  cities  are  fortified. 

Lajily^  The  public  welfare  confifts  in  the  national 
charafier.  That  righteoufnefs  exalteth  a  nation,  and 
that  vice  is  not  only  a  reproach,  but  alfo  a  depreffion 
to  any  people,  are  truths  fo  univerfally  received,  as 
to  require  little  confirmation.  All  lawgivers  in  all 
ages  have  thought  fo,  and  made  it  their  objed  to  cul- 
tivate juftice  and  temperance,  and  fortitude  and  in- 
duftry,  confcious  that  public  virtue  is  the  fource  of 
public  happinefs.  Philofophers  and  moralifts  have 
been  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  have  taught,  with  one 
confent,  that  the  morality  of  the  people  was  the  (la- 
bility of  the  government,  and  the  true  fource  of  pub- 
lic profperity.  Praftice  and  experience  have  con- 
firmed the  truth  of  thefe  fpeculations.  If  we  confult 
the  hiftory  of  the  moft  renowned  nations  that  have 
made  a  figure  in  the  world,  we  (hall  find,  that  thdy 
f ofe  to  greatnefs  by  virtue,  and  funk  to  nothing  by 
vice ;  that  they  obtained  dominion  by  their  temper- 
ance, their  probity  of  manners,  and  a  ferious  regard 
to  religion ;  and  that  when  they  grew  diflblute,  cor- 
rupted and  profane,  they  became  Haves  to  their 
neighbours,  whom  they  were  no  longer  worthy  to 
govern.  Public  depravity  paves  the  way  for  public 
ruin.  When  the  health  and  vigour  of  the  political 
conftitution  is  broken,  it  is  haftening  to  its  decline* 
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When  internal  fymptoms  of  weaknefs  appear,  the 
lead  external  violence  will  accopapiifli  its  diflblution, 
Beiides  the  natural  tendency  of  virtue  to  make  na- 
tions great  and  happy,  if  we  have  juft  notions  of  di- 
vine Providence,  if  we  believe  that  the  perfections  of 
God  are  at  all  concerned  in  human  afiFairs,  virtuous 
nations  will  be  his  peculiar  care,  and  under  his  im- 
mediate proteftion  ;  he  will  counfel  their  counfel- 
lors,  cover  their  armies  in  the  day  of  battle,  and 
crown  them  with  vidory  and  peace. 
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Hebrews  iz.  27^ 

//  is  appointed  to  men  once  to  die ;  but  after  this  th$ 
judgment.    « 

Death  is  the  conclufion  of  all  events ; 
of  all  that  ever  have  been,  and  of  all  that  ever  will  be. 
The  fchemes  of  the  bafe,  the  plots  of  the  ambitious, 
the  projects  of  the  vifionary,  the  fludies  of  the  learn.' 
«d,  all  terminate  here.  However  different  the  paths 
be  that  we  take  in  life,  they  all  lead  to  the  grave. 
Whilft,  therefore,  we  make  death  the  fubjeft  of  con- 
templation, and  meditate  upon  the  houfe  which  is 
appointed  for  all  living,  let  us  take  this  thought 
along  with  us,  that  we  fliall  bear  a  part  in  thofe 
fcenes  which  wc  now  defcribe,  and  that  we  are  med- 
.kating  on  a  fate  which  will  one  day  be  our  own. 

la  riie^ry?  place.  Let  us  confider  death  as  an  event, 
the  period  of  which  is  uncertain. 

In  the  days  when  Noah  entered  into  the  ark,  they 
did  eat,  they  drank,  they  married,  they  were  given 
in  marriage ;  and  the  flood  came,  and  deftroyed  them 
all.  On  the  day  that  Lot  went  out  of  Sodom,  they 
did  eat,  they  drank,  they  bought,  they  fold,  they 
planted,  they  builded ;  and  it  rained  fire  and  brim- 
ftone  from  heaven,  and  deftroyed  them  all.  As  it 
was  in  the  days  of  Noah  and  in  the  days  of  Lot,  even 
thus,  my  friends,  fliall  it  be  to  you  when  the  day  of 
death  cometh.    In  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  ^e 
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foul  of  man  is  blind  to  futurity.  Surrounded  with 
material  objefts,  and  occupied  in  prefcnt  aflFairs,  we 
make  thefe  the  fole  objeQis  of  attention ;  we  find  in 
them  the  only  fources  of  attachment,  and  overlook 
thofe  fpiritual  and  diftant  -  events  on  which  our  fu- 
ture  life  and  happinefs  depend.  Hence,  we  are  al- 
ways furprifed  with  our  latter  end,  and  the  day  of 
the  Lord  conieth*  like  a  thief  in  the  night.  No  in- 
•  ftruftion  can  make  us  fo  wife  as  to  confider  our  lat> 
ter  end ;  no  warning  can  incite  us  to  fet  our  houfes 
in  order,  that  we  may  die ;  and  no  example  give  the 
alarm  fo  ftrong,  as  to  fet  us  on  ferious  preparation 
for  meeting  with  God.  Void  of  thought,  and  care- 
lefs  of  futurity,  we  live  on  from  day  to  day,  lifce  the 
vidim  that  plays  and  dances  before  that  altar  where 
its  blood  is  to  be  flied.  Even  after  the  longeft  life, 
and  under  the  moft  lingering  ficknefs,  death  comes 
unexpeded ;  the  arrow  is  dill  unfeen  that  ftrikes 
through  the  heart. 

This  is  not  peculiar  to  a  few  men ;  it  defcribes  a 
general  charader,  and  is  exemplified  in  all  the  claf- 
fes  of  life.  This  infatuation  does  not  arife  from  ig- 
norance. You  all  know  that  death  is  certain  ;  you 
all  know  that  it  is  generally  unexpe3:ed.  You  aflent 
to  every  thing  that  we  can  fay  upon  this  head,  that 
there  is  no  a&ion  of  life,  but  what  may  lead  to  its 
end,  and  no  moment  of  time  but  what  may  be  your 
laft.  You  need  not  be  informed,  that  death  fpares 
no  age  J  your  own  obfervation  prefents  you  with 
many  inflances  of  perfons  cut  off  in  all  periods  of 
life.  In  that  church-yard  you  fee  graves  of  every 
length ;  on  thofe  monuments  of  mortality,  you  read 
the  biftories  of  the  promifing  boy,  of  the  blooming 
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youth,  of  the  man  in  middle  life,  and  of  the  hoary 
head,  mingled  together  in  fad  alTemblage  amongft 
the  abodes  of  the  dead.  You  can  reckon  up  inftani- 
ces  of  perfons  cut  off  in  a  fudden  and  unexpected 
manner ;  of  a  Herod  who  was  ftruck  amidft  the  ap- 
plaufes  of  the  people  j  of  a  Jezebel  who  was  thrown 
headlong  from  that  window  where  flie  had  prepared 
to  difplay  herfelf  to  the  people ;  of  a  Belfhazzar  who 
was  ilain  at  a  banquet,  when  he  was  caroufing  with 
his  princes,  his  concubines,  and  his  wives ;  and  of  a 
Holophernes,  who  met  his  fate  furrounded  with  his 
army,  and  crowned  with  viftory  and  fame. 

With  all  thefe  in  your  memory,  you  adk  as  if  you 
were  immortaL  Even  the  death  of  thofe  who  fall 
around  us,  and  before  our  eyes,  affedls  us  not  with 
ferious  concern.  One  perfon  oppofed  us  in  a  fa- 
vourite objed,  and  we  rejoice  at  his  deceafe ;  anoth- 
er ftood  in  our  way  to  preferment  and  power ;  the 
death  of  a  third  opens  to  us  a  profped  of  riflng  to 
wealth  and  fortune :  we  profit  not  by  all  thefe  lef- 
fons  of  mortality ;  the  voice  from  the  tomb  fends  us 
back  to  the  world,  and  from  the  very  a(hes  of  the 
dead  there  comes  a  fire  that  rekindles  our  earthly 
defires.  We  look  upon  all  our  neighbours  as  mor- 
tal ;  we  form  fchemes  to  ourfelves  upon  their  de- 
ceafe, but  forget  all  the  while  that  we  ourfelves  are 
to  die.  O  foolifh  and  infatuated  race,  will  you  al- 
ways continue  deaf  to  the  voice  of  wifdom  ?  Will 
neither  the  inftrudions  of  the  livings  nor  the  warn- 
ings of  the  dead,  induce  you  to  ferious  thoughts  ? 
Will  you  continue  to  lengthen  your  profpe&s,  when 
perhiqps  you  ftand  upon  the  very  verge  of  life  j  and 
<pan  you  enjoy  the  feaft,  when  the  fword  hangs  over 
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your  head,  by  a  fingle  hair  ?  Who  knoweth  what  a 
day  may  bring  forth  ?  The  morning  has  fmiled  upon 
multitudes,  who  before  the  evening  have  flept  the 
fleep  of  death.  Who  knoweth  how  foon  you  may 
be  hurried  to  the  judgment-feat  ^fOod?  The  ears 
which  hear  thefe  fayings  may  fiMa^byfliuf  fpr  ever ; 
and  the  heart  which  now  th^obsalthe  thought, may, 
in  a  little  time,be  mingled  >tf  th  the  clods  of  the  valley. 
Some  who  lafl  Lord's  day  worlhipped  within  thefc 
walls,  are  now  gone  to  the  eternal  world,  and  God 
only  knows  how  foon  fome  of  us  may  follow. 

Seeing  then  that  life  is  fo  uncertain,  that  the 
thread  thereof  breaks  at  every  blaft,  let  me  exhort 
you  to  fet  apart  fome  time  for  ferious  meditation  up- 
on your  mortality.  Let  it  be  on  fome  folemn  occa* 
fion,  in  the  filent  hour  of  night,  when  deep  fleep  falU 
eth  on  man,  when  midnight  clofeth  awful  all  the 
itKo.rhl,  and  naught  in  nature  is  awake  bi}^  God  and 
thee :  there,  in  deep  and  folemn  meditation,  think 
over  the  terrors  of  that  houfe  which  is  appointed 
for  all  living,  and  with  the  ancient  patriarch,  fay 
to  corruption.  Thou  art  my  father,  and  to  the 
worm^  Thou  art  my  mother  and  my  fitter.  Afk  fe- 
rioufly  at  your  own  heart,  "  Should  thefe  eyes  nev- 
*'  er  open  upon  the  light  of  another  day  ;  (hould  the 
**  awful  mandate  iffue  forth  from  the  Almighty  Ar- 
"  biter  of  life  and  death,— This  night,  this  night  thy 
"  foul  (hall  be  required  of  thee  j"  could  you,  with- 
out fear  and  trembling,  face  the  tribunal  of  God,  the 
Judge  of  all  ?  If  frighted  nature  ftarts  back  and  trem- 
bles  at  the  thought  of  inftant  diflblution,  make  your 
former  life  pafs  before  you  in  review,  compare  it 
with  the  law  of  God :  if  your  former  mifpent  time 
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comes  up  before  you  in  fad  remembrance  ;  if  your 
palt  tranfgreffions  ftare  you  in  the  face,  and  point  to 
^he  lake  that  burneth  with  fire  and  brimdone,   in- 
(Rmtly  and  without  delay,  whilft  the  gate  'of  heaven 
is  yet  open^.whilic  the  throne  of  mercy  is  yet  acceffi- 
ble,  proftrate  yourfelyes  before  God  in  deep  humiU 
ity  and  abafement,  mourn  over  the  fins  of  your  paft 
life  in  bitternefs   of  foul,  believe  in  a  crucified  Re« 
deemer^  who  died  for  the  fins  of  the  world,  implore 
compaffion  and  forgivenefs  from  the  Father  of  mer- 
cies, through  the  merits  of  Jefus  Chrift.     Thus  con- 
tinue fervent  in  prayer  and  fupplication,  and  in  the 
exercife  of  fiiith  and  repentance ;  give  not  ileep  to 
your  eyes  nor  fluraber  to  your  eye-lids,  till  you  have 
made  your  peace  with  God,   till  you  feel  within 
yourfelves  that  peace  which  pafleth  all  underllanding, 
that  joy  which  is  unfpeakable  and  glorious.     Thus 
continue  at  folemn  and  *ftated  occafions,  to  confider 
your  latter  end,  till  death  fliall  grow  familiar  to  your* 
mind,  till  the  grave  fhall  gradually  lofe  ks  terrors, 
and  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  arife  upon  you  in  full 
glory. 

In  the  fecond  place,  Let  me  remind  you,  that  a 
good  life  is  the  bed  preparation  for  death.  You 
may  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim  confirmed  by  univerfal 
experience,  that  every  man  dies  as  he  lives  ;  and  it 
is  by  the  general  tenor  of  the  life,  not  a  particular 
frame  of  mind  at  the  hour  of  death,  that  we  are  to 
be  judged  at  the  tribunal  of  God.  It  is  a  dangerous 
miftake  which  prevails  amongft  men,. that  it  is  fuffi- 
cicnt  for  their  eternal  happinefs,  if  they  feel  fome  fe- 
rious  emotions  at  their  latter  end.  If  your  life  has 
been  wicked,  what  will  it  avail  you,  that  on  your 
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death-bed  you  have  been  tduated  with  forrow  fef 
your  oflFences  ?  Judas  Ifcariot  felt  fuch  a  forrour 
when  he  went  to  his  own  place.  Late  converfioas 
are  not  to  be  trufted  to,  and  death-bed  repentances 
are  generally  nothing  more  than  the  firft  gnawing 
of  the  worm  that  (hall  never  die.  Suppofe  death  to 
halt  a  little,  the  fick  perfon  recovers,  wafhes  his 
couch  with  floods  of  penitential  tears,  a  thoufand 
vows  of  amendment  are  made ;  but  if  repentance 
lafts  no  longer  than  ficknefs,  the  difeafe  and  the  de^ 
votion  go  oflF  together  ;  the  man  returns  to  walk  in 
his  former  ways. 

Be  blamelefs,  therefore,  and  harmlefs  in  the  gen- 
eral tenor  of  your  life.  Keep  a  conicience  void  of  of* 
fence  towards  God  and  towards  man.  Let  not  tlie 
fun  go^down  upon  one  unrepented  fin.  Make  it 
your  bufinefs  every  night  to  review  the  adionB  of 
the  foregoing  day.  If,  through  tke&ailty  of  nature, 
\  or  the  force  of  temptation,  you  have  finned  againft 
I  God,  proftrate  yourfelves  before  the  throne  of  grace, 
;  aik  pardon  through  Chrift.  As  you  would  not  wifh 
to  yourfelves  diftrefs  and  anguifh  and  tribulation  at 
the  day  of  death ;  as  you  would  not  wiOi  to  bring 
down  your  gray  hairs  with  forrow  to  the  grave;  be- 
ware of  perfifting  in  a  courfe  of  unrepented  fin. 

Notwithftanding,  however,  of  the  utility  of  fuch 
meditations,  there  is  no  fabjeft  on  which  we  are  fo 
reluftant  to  fix  our  attention  as  our  mortality.  We 
ihift  from  one  fpeculation,  and  from  one  purfoit  to 
another  ;  we  give  our  thoughts  to  wander  through 
immenfity,  but  cautiouily  avoid  this  theme  which 
touches  us  fo  near ;  but  this  is  the  point  wdbere  wif- 
dom  begins.    We  can  never  live  as  we  ought,  till 
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we  have  learned  haw  to  die.  I  mean  not  by  tbk^ 
that  we  ihould  make  death  the  conftant  fubjed  of 
our  meditation,  and  have  funerals  always  pai&ng  be-^ 
fore  our  eyes.  This  would  withdraw  us  from  life,  al- 
together ;  would  indifpofe  us  even  for  its  bufinefs 
and  its  enjoyments  ;  but  although  we  cannot  always 
employ  ourfelves  in  fuch  meditations,  let  us  at  times 
give  this  fubje£t  its  full  weight ;  that  certainly  mer* 
its  fome  place  in  our  thought  which  is  the  great  clofe 
of  our  being  here.  It  is  awful,  indeed,  I  acknovd* 
edge,  my  friends,  to  make  approaches  to  the  man-^ 
fions  of  the  dead ;  it  is  melancholy  to  think  upon 
the  fall  of  this  goodly  flrufture,  whicJi  was  built  by 
the  hand  of  the  Moil  High ;  but  fall  it  afluredly 
muft.  The  prefent  moment  haften^  us  on  to  our  laft 
hoar.  Let  us  therefore  prepare  for  an  event  which 
,'  we  cannot  avoid.  We  may  learn  fome  leffons  from 
'  the  tomb,  which  will  avail  us  through  all  eternity. 
In  the  third  place,  I  {hall  confider  death  as  becotn« 
ing  prefent  to  us,  and  endeavour  to  give  you  that 
view  of  it,  which  you  will  one  day  have. 

None,  indeed,  ever  returned  from  the  invifible 
world  to  defcribe  the  bed  of  death,  and  tell  us  the 
agonies  of  the  laft  hour.  But  up  to  that  hour  we  can 
trace  the  man,  and  furvey  him  ftretched  upon  the  bed 
from  which  he  is  to  rife  no  more.  A  death*bed  dif* 
covers  the  real  chara&er  of  men ;  diffimulation  is 
then  at  an  end.  At  the  ciofe  of  the  fcene,  the  maJk 
drops  off,  and  the  man  appears  in  his  true  colours. 
Then,  then,  often  for  the  ifirft  time,  a  man  turns  a  fu- 
rious eye  upon  himfelf ;  cut  off  from  all  connexion 
with  the  living  world  ;  bidding  adieu  for  ever  to  all 
fellow  the  fan  ;  entering  within  the  dominions  of  the 
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dead,  and  about  to  appear  before  the  judgment-fear 
of  God ;  furrounded  by  the  fad  circle  of  his  friends 
and  attendants,  he  reads  in  their  trembling   looks, 
that  all  is  over  with  him,  that  his  hour  is  come ; 
then  the  illufion  vanilhes  that  was  fpread  upon  all 
earthly  things  j  then  the  pad  rifes  up,  often  rifes  in 
bitter  remembrance ;  then  the  future  rulhes  upon 
his  view  with  all  its  dark  and  unknown  terrors ;  then 
the  fenfe  of  Deity  revives,  which,  however  difguifed, 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  every  heart ;  then  confcience, 
rifing  up  in  majefty  fupreme,  holds  out  fuch  a  pic* 
ture  of  the  eternal  world,  as  convinces  the  moft  un- 
believing mind,  convinces  him,  that  a  future  ftate  is 
not  the  di&ate  of  a  wild  imagination,  is  not  the  fig- 
ment of  priefts  and  lawgivers,  to  terrify  the  igno- 
rant, and  keep  the  people  in  awe  ;  he  fees  and  feela 
that  it  is  an  awful  reality.     When  the  time  of  his  de- 
parture is  announced  by  the  cold  fweat  and  the  fliiv- 
ering  limbs,  and  the  voice  faltering  in  the  throat,  he 
calls  a  iaft  look,  perhaps  a  fad  one,  on  all  that  he  leaves 
behind*    Then  the  whole  creation  fades  from  his 
view,  the  world  feems  to  be  diflblved,  and,  to  the 
clofing  eye,  nothing  appears  but  God  alone ;  that 
God,  before  whofe  tribunal  he  is  fummoned  to  ap- 
pear. 

If  this  fate  (hall  one  day  be  ours,  what  manner  of 
perfons  ought  we  now  to  be  ?  At  that  hour,  the  very 
beft  ihall  wifli  that  they  had  been  better,  and  after 
all  the  preparation  that  we  have  made,  we  (hall  wifh 
that  we  had  made  more.  Let  this  thought  have  its 
influence  in  determining  us  to  the  choice  of  objcfts  .  , 
which  we  purfue,  and  the  courfe  of  life  which  wc  / 
embrace.    The  greateft  part  of  mankind,  having  no 
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fixed  or  certain  plan  of  life^  have  no  choice  in  the 
objects  which  ptefent  themfelves,  but  give  the  loofe 
rein  to  a  wandering  inclination,  and  follow  on  with- 
out thinking,  where  acciden,t  points  the  way.  Here, 
therefore,  let  us  often  paufe,  and  ferioufly  alk  our- 
felves.  Is  the  courfe  of  life  which  I  am  now  engaged 
in,  of  fuch  a  nature  that  it  will  bear  a  review  upon 
the  bed  of  death  ?  Are  the  motives  of  my  prefent 
condud,  and  the  reafons  which  now  determine  me 
to  adion,  fo  ftrong  and  well  founded,  that  I  could 
plead  them  in  my  defence  at  the  bar  of  eternal  juf- 
tice  ?  If  that  is  not  the  cafe,  confider  and  be  wife  be* 
fore  it  is  too  late.  Why  fliould  you  vex  yourfelves 
in  vain  ?  Why  Ihould  you  pafe  your  time  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  make  its  end  bitter  ?  Why  will  you 
treafure  up  to  yourfelves  anguifli  and  remorfe  and 
tribulation,  and  make  no  other  ufe  of  the  prefent 
time,  but  to  embitter  your  laft  hour  ?  Be  confiftent 
with  yourfelves.  You  cannot  live  the  life  of  the 
wicked,  and  die  the  death  of  the  righteous.  Let,. 
therefore,  your  courfe  oTa£kion  be  of  that  kind,  that 
draws  no  repentance  after  it  ;  then  fhall  your  path 
in  life  be  like  the  morning  light,  which  ihineth  more 
and  more  unto  the  perfect  day. 

Having  thus  fet  out,  and  made  progrefs  in  the 
ways  of  righteoufnefs,  you  will  look  forward  with  joy, 
This  will  eaufe  the  evening  of  your  days  to  fmile, 
and  the  dream  of  life  to  run  clear  to  the  laft.  Let 
this  confideration  moderate  our  attachment  to  earth-^ 
ly  things.  What  profit  hath  a  man  in  that  fore  trav- 
el to  which  he  is  appointed  under  the  fun  ?  Why 
ihould  we  vex  ourfelves  in  vain,  deny  ourfelves  to 
the  enjoyments  of  life,  withdraw  fleep  from  out  eyes, 
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and  peace  from  our  iniiids  ?  Why  (hould  we  add  to 
the  evils  of  life,  and  carry  about  with  us  a  burden 
to  the  grave  ?  Even  with  a  view  to  prefcnt  tranquil- 
lity and  enjoyment,  this  is  folly  of  the  firft  magni. 
tude ;  but,  when  we  take  in  the  confideration  of  a 
future  life,  it  is  worfe  than  folly,  it  is  fin.  If  we  are 
entirely  immerfed  in  the  concerns  of  this  world  ;  if 
earthly  things  occupy  and  engrofs  our  whole  atten- 
tion, what  fliall  we  do  when  God  taketh  away  the 
foul?  How  will  the  clofing  eye  contemplate  the 
pomp  and  glitter  of  life,  the  evil  of  avarice,  the  buf- 
tling  of  ambition,  and  all  this  circle  of  vanity  to 
which  we  are  now  enchanted  ?  Ufe  this  world,  there- 
fore, as  not  abufing  it ;  let  not  the  bufmefs  or  the 
pleafures  of  it  take  hold  of  your  heart,  make  them 
not  eflential  to  your  happinefs,  fit  loofe'to  them,  re- 
member that  the  fafliion  of  this  world  pafleth  away, 
and  that  death  foon  puts  a  period  to  the  fcene,  which 
ho  wife  man  would  wifh  to  laft  for  ever. 

In  the  fourth  place.  By  making  the  thought  of 
death  prefent  to  us,  let  us  regulate  our  condu£l  with 
refpefl:  to  the  friendfliips  which  we  form,  and  con- 
cerning the  animofities  which  we  entertain. 

Affection  and  friendfliip  2Xt  the  beft  and  moft  val- 
uable part  of  human  nature.  The  heart  of  man  wifh- 
es  to  be  kind,  and  looks  around  for  objefts.  This 
fund  of  generous  love  is  often  mifapplied ;  this  fa- 
vourable bias  of  humanity  is  often  perverted  ;  fome- 
times  by  that  general  and  indifcriminate  good  na- 
ture which  looks  upon  all  men  as  alike  ;  fometimea 
by  frivolous  attachments,  founded  upon  a  conformit- 
ty  of  trifling  difpofitions  ;  and  fometimes  by  a  more 
criminal  alliance,  by  a  partnerfhip  in  iniquity.     In 
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the  courfe  of  bufinefs,  indeed,  we  muft  convcrfe  with 
perfons  of  all  kinds.  No  man  has  the  choice  of  the 
companies  into  which  he  may  fall ;  but  every  man 
has  the  choree  of  the  friends  with  whom  he  culti- 
vates more  intimate  connexions.  In  forming  thefe 
connexions,  therefore,  let  us  look  forward  to  the 
time  when  they  (hall  be  diffolved,  and  let  us  live  on- 
ly with  fuch  perfons  with  whom  we  would  defire  to 
die. 

This  thought  fhoAld  alfo  check  us  in  the  ahimofi** 
ties  which  we  are  apt  to  entertain.  In  the  prefent 
ftate  of  things,  where  men  think  fo  differently,  where 
oppofite  paffions  are  felt,  srnd  interfering  iriterefts 
occur,  diflenfion^  will  naturally  arife.  And,  where 
men  have  not  thig^id  of  philofophy  to  reftrain,  or 
the  influence  of  .4^^^  grace  to  fubdue  their  paf- 
fions, thefe  tvill  often  be  attended  with  difmal  effefts. 
From  this  root  proceeds  the  wormwood  which  em- 
bitters the  cup  of  human  life.  But  when  the  blood 
begins  to  cool,  when  the  paffions  grow  calmer,  rea- 
fon  reaffumes  its  office,  greater  moderation  will  pre- 
vail ;  things  will  appear  in  a  different  light ;  honefli 
and  candid  men  will  then  look  back  with  pain  upon 
thofe  excelTes  to  which  they  have  been  carried  by  the 
impetuofity  of  paffion.  However  fome  men  choofe 
to  live,  all  men  would  wi(h  to  die  at  peace  with  their 
neighbours  ;  there  is  no  enmity  in  the  grave ;  there 
is  no  difcofd  in  the  houfe  which  is  appointed  for  all 
living :  there  friends  and  foes  reft  together  in  peace, 
and  the  afhes  of  thofe  who  were  mortal  enemies,  min- 
gle together  in  friendly  alliance.  Let  us,  therefore, 
now  cultivate  thofe  benevolent  difpofitions  to  all 
men^  and  live  in  thofe  habits  with  our  neighbours, 
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which  we.  would  wifh  to  prevail  in  us  at  the  hour  of 
death. 

Thefe  exhortations,  my  young  friends,  I  addr^fg 
particularly  to  you.  You  are  apt  to  reckon  your- 
felves  privileged  from  death  ;  you  put  the  evil  day 
far  off  J  you  promife  to  yourfelves  a  length  of 
happy  days,  and  think  that  melancholy  refledions 
upon  mortality,  are  ill  fuited  to  the  bloom  of  your 
years,  and  the  gaiety  of  your  fpirits.  "  Let  the  old,*' 
you  fay,  "  think  upon  death ;  let  thofe  who  arc 
"  drawing  nigh  to  the  grave,  prepare  for  that  better. 
^.  "  world  to  which  they  are  advancing  j  but  fure  it  is 
\  "  the  duty  of  the  young  and  the  gay  to  make  the 
^  moft  of  life.*'  If  ue  j  and  in  order  to  make  the 
moft  of  life,  you  muft  conquer  the  fear  of  death. 
The  king  of  terrors,  when  not  fubdued,  is  the  moft 
formidable  of  all  foes.  In  every  path  of  life  he  will 
meet  you^  and  haunt  you  likf  a  ghoft :  even  at  the 
banquet  his  form  will  appear ;  he  will  blaft  you  in 
the  midft  of  your  joy,  and  turn  the  houfe  of  mirth 
into  a  houfe  of  mourning.  Truft  not,  O  man,  to  thy 
youth,  nor  prefume  upon  impunity  from  the  deilroy. 
er.  How  often,  when  the  tree  puts  forth  buds,  and 
fpreads  its  bloffoms  to  the  fun,  does  the  wind  of  the 
defert  come  and  blaft  the  hopes  of  the  year !  The 
widow  of  Nain  wept  over  her  fon,  who  died,  fair  in 
the  prime  of  life ;  and  many  a  parent  hath  followed 
his  child  to  the  grave,  crying  with  bitter  lamentation, 
«  Would  to  God  that  I  had  died  for  thee,  my  fon ! 
**  my  fon  I"  Your  own  experience  may  enforce  this 
truth.  None  who  now  hear  me,  but  have  feen  their 
equals  in  age  cut  off,  and  younger  than  they  laid  in 
the  grave.  ,  As,  therefore,  you  are  always  tii  danger. 
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be  always  on  your  guard.  Inftead  of  filling  yoa 
with  gloom  and  melancholy,  this  is  the  true  way  to 
prevent  them.  Having  fubdued  the  laft  enemy,  you 
have  none  other  to  fear.  Adopted  into  the  family 
of  God,  interefted  in  the  merits  of  Chrift,  entitled 
to  tjie  glories  of  immortality,  you  go  forward 
through  life  and  death,  conquering  and  to  conquer. 
Then  all  things  are  yours  ;  death  is  a  paflage  to  a 
better  life,  and  the  gate  to  immortality. 

Much  more  is  it  incumbent  on  you,  my  aged 
friends,  to  confider  your  latter  end.    Why  ftand  you 
here  all  the  day  idle  ?   Confider  how  vain,  and  fool- 
ilb,  and  finful,it  is  to  beforming  fchemes  of  long  life, 
when  you  are  within  the  threfhold  of  the  houfe  of 
death  ?    Confider  how  terrible  will  be  the  hour,  if 
you  have  never  thought  of  death  till  you  come  to 
die ;  like  Jonah,  to  be  awakened  from  a  found  fleep, 
and  to  be  caft  into  the  t>cean.     Look  into  life,  be* 
hold  a  young  generation  riling  around  you,  and  you 
yourfelves  left  alone  in  a  new  world.     Look  into  the 
records  of  mortality,  into  the  repofitories  of  the  dead, 
and  he^  your  equals  in  age  calling  to  you  from  the 
tomb,  ^and  warning  you  to  prepare  for  that  fate 
which  is  theirs  todays  and  may  be  yours  tomorrow. 
Embrace,  therefore,  the  opportunities  of  grace  which 
you  now  enjoy.     Whilft  the  Prince  of  Peace  extends 
the  golden  fceptre,  kifs  the  Son,  left  he  be  ahgry, 
and  ye  perifli  from  his  prefence.     Be  wife,  and  con« 
fider  your  end  that  is  fo  near. 
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Matjhew  xi.  30. 
My  yoke  is  ea/y,  Undmy  burden  is  light. 

Jesus  hath  lately  been  addreffing  to 
you  the  gracious  invitation  which  here  he  gives  to 
penitent  finners.     With  his  invitation  you  have  tef- 
tified  your  compliance.     Laft  Lord's  day  you  con. 
fefled  at  thefe  tables,  that  you  were  weary  and  heavy 
laden  with  the  yoke  of  the  world  ;  that  you  came 
to  Jefus  in  hopes  of  finding  reft  to  your  fouls  j  and 
that  you  were  refolved  to  learn  of  him,  and  to  take 
his  yoke  upon  you.    The  good  confeffion,  my  friends, 
which  you  then  witneffed,  the  happy  choice '  which 
you  then  made,  you  will  never  have  caufe  to  repent. 
The  world,  indeed,  will  reprefent  religion  to  you  zs 
a  heavy  burden  and  a  galling  yoke ;  but  I  aflure  you, 
upon  the  authority  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  upon  the 
teilimony  of  all  his  difciples,  that  his  yoke  i&  ealy, 
and  his  burden  is  light ;  that  his  commandments  are 
not  grievous,  and  the  ways  he  points  out  to  his  foU 
lowers,  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs  and  paths  of  peace. 
The  eafe  and  pleafure  of  the  chriftian  life,  is  to 
be  the  fubjefi  of  the  prefent  difcourfe.   But,  before  I 
enter  upon  it,  I  have  one  obfervation  to  make,  which 
is.  That  in  order  to  tafte  the  joys  of  religion,  we 
mud  have  been  accuftomed  to  its  government,  and 
made  advances  in  the  divine  life.    We  can  never 
have  a  tafte  for  any  purfuit  till  we  be  acquainted  with 
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it :  we  can  never  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  any  fcierice, 
till  that  fcience  be  familiar  to  us.  To  thofe  who  have 
long  engaged  in  a  Courfe  of  wickednefs,  the  duties  of 
religion  will  at  firft  be  grievous  and  irkfqine,  becaufe 
they  oppofe  ftrong  prejudices  and  confirmed  habits 
of  vice.  But  when  thefe  ba^i  habits  are  removed, 
and  good  ones  are  contracted,  when  a  man  acquires 
the  temper  and  enters  into  the  fpirit  of  religion,  he 
then  feels  the  joy  which  a  ftranger  intermeddles  not 
with.  Give  a  mufical  inftrument  to  an  unlkilful  per- 
fon,  we  hear  nothing  but  harfhnefs  and  difcord  from 
every  firing  :  the  artift  alone  makes  mufic  and  har- 
mony accompany  all  the  motions  of  his  hand.  Re- 
ligion  is  an  art,  and  like  an  art  is  to  be  learned  be- 
fore it  be  underilood. 

In  thtjirji  place,  The  Chriftian  life  is  a  life  of  eafe 
and  pleafure,  on  account  of  the  principle  from  which 
the  Chriftian  ads. 

The  Chriftian  is  not  a  flave  who  obeys  from  com- 
pulfion,  nor  a  fervant  who  works  for  hire  ;  he  is  a 
fon  who  afts  from  ingenuous  aflfeftion  and  filial  love. 
When  the  chriftian  contemplates  the  goodnefs,  and 
tender  mercies,  and  loving-kindnefs  of  God,  partic- 
ularly his  inexpreffible  love  in  the  redemption  of  the 
world  by  Chrift  Jefus,  he  is  conftrained  to  new  obe- 
dience, by  the  moft  powerful  of  all  ties,  by  the  cords 
of  love,  and  the  bands  of  a  man  ;  thus  reafoning, 
and  thus  feeling,  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  they 
which  are  alive  ought  not  to  live  to  themfelves,  but 
to  him  who  died  for  them.  Gratitude  to  a  benefac- 
tor, aflfeftion  to  a  father,  love  to  a  friend,  all  concur 
to  form  the  principle  of  evangelical  obedience,  and 
tQ  ftrengthen   the  cord  that  is  not  eafily  broken. 
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Love,  then,  is  the  principle  of  the  Chriftian  life  :  loy% 
the  mod  generous  paflion  that  glows  in  the  breaft  of 
man,  the  mod  adive  principle  that  works  in  the  hu- 
man frame,  the  key  that  unlocks  every  finer  feeling 
of  the  heart,  the  fpring  that  puts  in  motion  every 
power  of  the  foul.  Pleafaiit  are  the  labours  of  love. 
Short  is  the  path  and  cheerful  the  journey  when  the 
heart  goes  along.  A  determined  mind,  enamoured 
of  the  object  it  purfues,  removes  mountains,  and 
makes  the  crooked  path  ftraight :  the  fire  cannot  ex- 
tinguifh,  nor  the  waters  quench  its  force  ;  it  reigns 
fupreme  in  the  heart,  and  difFufes  a  gaiety  over  ev* 
ery  path  of  life.  By  its  influence  labour  is  rendered 
eafy,  and  duty  becomes  a  delight. 

In  the /econd  place,  The  eafe  and  pleafure  of  the 
Chriftian  life  will  appear  if  we  confider  the  afliftance 
wc  receive  from  above. 

**  Work  out  your  falvation ;  for  it  is  God  that 
"  worketh  within  you  every  good  work  and  word." 
There  are  difficulties  in  the  Chriftian  life :  I  have 
no  intention  to  deceive  you,  my  friends ;  you  will 
often  find  it  difficult  to  ad  the  proper  part ;  to  main- 
tain  a  confcience  void  of  oflfence  towards  God  and 
towards  man  ;  to  keep  your  paffions  within  the 
bounds  of  reafon ;  to  fubdue  your  irregular  inclina- 
tions to  the  obedience  of  faith,  and  to  hold  faft  your 
integrity  uncorrupted  amid  the  temptations  of  the 
world.  Thefe  and  many  other  difficulties  will  befet 
you  in  running  the  Chriftian  race.  But  let  me  re- 
mind you,  that  one  half  of  the  pleafures  of  human 
life  arife  from  overcoming  difficulties  ;  and  to  over- 
come thefe  difficulties  which  furround  us,  God  be- 
ftows  the  influences  of  his  Holy  Spirit.     The  Lord 
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18  ever  nigh  to  them  who  call  upon  him  in  the  fm- 
cerity  of  their  heart.  To  thofe  who  wait  at  the  fiilu- 
tary  ftream,  an  angel  defcends  to  ftir  the  waters. 
God  never  faid  to  the  feed  of  Jacob,  Seek  ye  my  face 
in  vain.  He  never  negteded  the  prayer  that  came 
from  the  heart.  He  never  forfook  the  man  that  pul 
his  truft  in  him. 

If  you  were  left  to.  climb  the  arduous  afcent,  by 
your  own  ftrength  alone,  then  the  Chriftian  life 
would  neither  be  eafy  nor  pleafant ;  then  you  might 
fit  down  in  defpair  of  ever  attaining  the  top.  But 
whatever  duties  God  calls  you  to,  he^ives  you  abil- 
ities to  perform  them.  According  as  your  days  arc, 
he  hath  promifed  that  your  ftrength  fhall  be.  His 
grace  is  fufficient  for  us  ;  his  ftrength  is  made  perfed 
in  our  weaknefs.  No,  my  friends,  God  hath  never 
withdrawn  himfelf  from  the  world.  The  Father  of 
fpirits  is  ever  prefent  with  his  rational  offspring  ;  he 
knows  their  frame,  he  helps  their  infirmities,  affifts 
their  graces,  ftrengthens  their  powers,  and  makes 
perfect  what  concerns  them.  He  aififts  the  feeble, 
he  revives  the  languifhing,  he  fupports  the  ftrong. 
He  aids  the  efforts  of  the  captive,  who  endeavours  to 
break  loofe  from  the  fetters  that  hold  him ;  he  h^ 
vours  the  afcent  of  the  devout  mind,  that  with  the 
confidence  of  faith  rifes  to  himfelf,  and  he  forwards 
the  pilgrim,  purneying  to  his  native  country.  The 
good  hufl)andman  fuperintends  the  vine  which  his 
own  right  hand  planted.  He  waters  his  vineyard 
with  dews  from  heaven,  and  breathes  ethereal  influ- 
ence on  thofe  trees  of  righteoufnefs  that  ihall  adorn 
the  paradife  of  God. 

Haft  thou  not  felt  him,  O  Chriftian!  reftraining 
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thy  evil  inclinations,  fuggcfting  holy  thoughts,  kill* 
dling  heavenly  afFeftiona,  and  drawing  thee  to  thy 
duty  Mrith  a  hand  unfeen  ?  Haft  thou  not  felt  him 
as  a  Spirit  within  thy  fpirit,  imparting  fecret  ftrength, 
animating  thy  frame  as  with  new  life,  aftuating  thy 
fticulties,  purifying  thy  paffions,  begetting  in  thee  an 
abhorrence  of  fin  and  a  love  of  righteoufnefs,  and 
making  all  thy  graces  (hine  out  with  frefli  beauty  ? 
How  eafy  and  delightful  then  will  the  Chriftian  life 
be,  when  you  have  divine  aids  to  ftrengthen,  fupport, 
and  aflift  ?  It  is  God  himfelf  who  is  on  your  fide,  it 
is' God  himfelf  who  works  with  you  ;  his  wifdom  is 
your  guide,  his  arm  is  your  fupport ;  his  Spirit  is 
your  ftrength  ;  you  lofe  your  own  infufficiency  in 
the  fulnefs  of  infinite  perfedion. 

In  the  third  place.  It  will  appear,  that  the  Chrif- 
tian life  is  eafy  and  pleafant,  if  we  confider  the  en- 
couragements the  good  man  receives. 
^  The  good  man  waits  not  for  all  his  happinefs  till 
he  come  to  heaven :  he  hath  treafures  in  hand,  as 
well  as  pofleflions  in  hope  :  he  hath  a  portion  in  the 
Kfe  that  now  is,  as  well  as  in  that  which  is  to  come. 
There  is  a  fenfe  of  morial  good  and  evil  implanted  in 
the  mind ;  a  principle  of  confcience  whfch  condemns 
us  when  we  do  ill,  and  applauds  us  when  we  do  well. 
This  principle  is  the  chief  foundation  of  our  happi- 
nefs, and  gives  rife  to  the  greateftpleafures  and  the 
greateft  pains  .in  human  life.  By  means  of  this  mor- 
al fenfe,  there  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked.  Inward 
ftruggles,  ftrong  reluftance  and  averfion  of  mind, 
precede  the  commiffion  of  fin.  Sin,  when  commit- 
ted, is  followed  by  guilty  bluflies,  alarming  fears, 
terrible  reviews,  ftartling  profpeds,  and  remorfe,  with 
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all  its  hideous  train.     Againft  the  fmner,  his  own  , 
heart  rifes  up  in  judgment  to  condemn  him ;  the  ter* 
'  rors  of  the  Lord  fet  themfelves  in  array  againft  him ; 
a  fire  not  blown  confumes  him.    '^  Thej^e  is  no  peace 
"  to  the  wicked."    The  foundations  of  peace  are  fubr 
verted  in  his  mind ;  he  is  at  enmity  with  himfelf ;  he 
.  is  at  enmity  with  his  fellow-creatures  ;  he  is  at  en- 
j  mity  with  God.     It  is  mtfo  with  thofe  that  take  up- 
jr  on  them  the  yoke  of  thrift.     When  pure  religion 
'    forms  the  temper,  and  governs  the  life,  all  is  peace- 
ful and  ferene  ;  the  man  is  fhen  in  his  proper  ele- 
ment \  the  foul  is  in  a  ftate  of  health  and  vigour  \ 
there  is  a  beautiful   correfpondence    between  the 
heart  and  the  life ;  all  is  ferene  without,  all  is  tran- 
quil  within.     Delivered  from  the  anxieties  that  per- 
plexy  and  from  the  terrors  that  overwhelm  the  guilty 
man,  the  Chriftiip  refigns  himfelf  to  peace  and  joy, 
coafcious  that  he  poflefles  a  temper  of  mind  which  is 
acceptable  to  God,  and  leads  a  life  which  is  ufefiil 
to  men.     In  the  heart  of  fuch  a  man  there  is  a  blefT- 
ed  calmnefs  and  tranquillity,  like  that  of  the  highefl 
heavens. 

But  therokis  more  than  a  calmnefs  and  tranquillity. 
The  air  may  be  calm  and  tranquil,  when  the  day  is 
dark ;  the  fea  may  be  fmooth,  when  there  is  mift  up- 
on the  waves  ;  the  fky  may  be  tranquil  when  it  is 
overcafl  with  clouds :  but  the  pious  and  virtuous  mind 
refembles  a  fky  that  is  not  only  calm,  but  bright ; 
refembles  a  fea  that  is  not  only  fmooth,  but  ferene ; 
refembles  an  unclouded  fky,  beautiful  with  the  rifing 
fun.    There  are  joys  in  the  Chriflian  life,  unknown 
to  tranfgreflbrs  :  there  is  a  fpring  fhut  up,  and  a  foun- 
tain fealed,  that  refrefhes  the  city  ^f  God ;  there 
Xx 
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^e  fecrei  confolations  referved  for  the  juft ;  there 
are  filent  pleafores  that  flow  into  the  pious  mind  j 
there  is  a  ftill  fmall  voice  that  comes  to  the  pure  in 
heart)  and  bi^s  th^m^be  of  good  cheer ;  there  is  an 
inward  peace  of  God  that  pafleth  all  underftanding ; 
there  is  a  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  refulting  from  the 
welKgrounded  hope  of  a  happy  immortality,  that  is 
unfpeakable  and  glorious. 

When  the  heart  is  thus  pure»  it  becomes  the  tern* 
pie  of  the  Deity  ;  s^id,  as  a  temple  is  confecrated  with 
the  prefence  of  God,  '^  If  a  man  Iotc  me,  and  keep 
^^  my  words,  my  Father  will  love  him^  and  vire  will 
^'  come  and  make  our  abode  with  him."  Who  can 
defcribe  the  joy  of  thofe  haj^moments^  when  a 
prefent  Deity  is  felt,  when  God  manifefts  bimfelf  to 
his  people,  i^s  he  does  not  to  the  world,  when  our 
fellowlhip  is  with  the  Father  and  Kfth  his  Son  Jefus 
Chrift  ?  Then  aforetaftM>f  immortality  is  given,  the 
joys  of  the  blefledare  lerdQwn,aa<nuiavendei€jeQds 
to  men. 

In  the  fourth  and  lafl  place.  The  eafe  and  pleaf- 
ure  of  the  Chriftiati  life  will  appear,  j£  we  confider 
the  joyful  profpe^  that  is  fet  before.  u& 

The  CbrifUan  has  joys  in  this  life  ^  mit  he  is  not 
confined  to  thef/s.  His  hopes  do  not  terminate  with 
life ;  they  extend  beyond  the  grave.  -  Qeath  puts  a 
final  period  to  the  happinefs  of  the  wicked  man ;  bat 
it  is  then  that  the  happinefe  of  the  righteous  man  be- 
gins. '  We  are  affured  in  Sacred  Scripture,  that  there 
is  a  kingdom  prepared  for  the  righteous  from  the, 
foundation  of  die  worlds  when  they  fhall  enter  ia* 
to  reft  from  all  their  labours,  and  fufferings,  and  for- 
rows  of  this  mortaMife ;  when  they  fliall  eat«r  into  a 
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ftate  \¥here  no  ignorance  (hall  cloud  the  underftand- 
ing,  ancbno  vice  pervert  the  will ;  where  ndthing  but 
lovviluU'poflefs  the  foul,  and  nothing  but  gratitude 
eim>l^the  tongue;  where  they  (hall  b^  admitted  to 
«n  innumerable  company  of  angels,  and  to  the  gen- 
eral aflembly  and  church  of.  the  Firft*born  ;  where 
they  (hall  fee  Jefus  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  and 
(hall  fit  down  with  him  upon  his  throne ;  where  they 
fhall  be  admitted  into  the  prefence  of  God,  (hall  be- 
hold him  face  to  face,  and  be  changed  into  the  fame 
image,  from  glory  to  glory  ;  that  glory  which  eye 
hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  has  it  entered  into 
the  heart  of  man  to  conceive. 

To  conclude,  It  may  be  obferved,  that  it  hath  been 
the  fate  of  Chriftianity  in  alt  ages,  to  fuffer  more 
from  its  friends  than  from  its  enemies.  Attacks  from 
the  enemies  of  our  faith  have  generally  proved  fub- 
fervient  to  its  propagation  and  fuccefs ;  but  thj&  mif- 
reprefentations  and  injuries  of  its  friends  hay^  often 
wounded  it  in  a  vit2il  part.  One  of  the  greatefl: 
of  thefe  mifreprefentations,  and  one  of  the  mofl:  fla- 
grant injuries  .that  ever  was  done  to  religion,  was 
to  reprefent  it  as  a  burdenfome  fervice ;  as  a  griev- 
ous and  a  galling  yoke,  to  which  no  man  would  fub- 
mit,  but  from  the  terror  of  eternal  punifliment. 
What  adds  to  the  injury,  this  has  fometimes  been 
done  by  perfons  of  real  ferioufnefs,  who,  unhappily 
pbflefled  of  a  gloomy  imagination,  and  who,  proba- 
bly, in  fome  period  of  their  days,  having  been  guilty 
,of  crimes,  have  been  fo*  deeply  afFe£ied  with  remorfe 
and  jcontrition,  that  they  have  continued  all  their 
lifetime  fubjed  to  bondage.  But  bleffed  be  God, 
my  friends,  that  fuch  unfrivourlble  and  forbidding 
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delineations  of  religion  have  no  foundation  in  truth. 
In  thefe  volumes,  Chriftians  are  called  upon  to  re- 
joice evermore.  Religion  promifes  happinefs  to  us 
in  the  life  which  now  is,  as  well  as  in  the  life  which 
18  to  come.  The  Wifdom  that  is  from  above,  is 
reprefented  as  having  length  of  days  in  her  right 
hand,  and  in  her  left  hand  riches  and  honor.  The 
prophets  and  apoftles  ranfack  heaven  and  earth  for 
images  to  exprefs  the  joys  of  the  juft.  They  bring 
together  the  moft  beautiful  and  moft  delightful  ob« 
jed:s  in  the  whole  compafs  of  nature,  and  introduce 
the  inanimate  parts  of  the  creation  as  joining  in  the 
happinefs  of  the  good  ;  the  hills  and  the  mountains 
breaking  forth  into  iinging,  and  all  the  trees  of  the 
wood  fhouting  for  joy.  All  concurs  to  prove  the 
truth  in  the  text,  ^^  My  yoke  is  eafy,  and  my  bur-^ 
<«  den  is  light.*' 
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For  it  became  bimy  for  whom  are  all  things^  and  by 
whom  are  all  things,  in  bringing  many  fons  unto  glory ^ 
to  make  the  Captain  of  their  falvation  perfe£l  through 
Jufferings. 

When  Chriflianity  was  firft  publifli- 
ed  to  the  world,  the  earlieft  objeaion  that  was  raifed 
againft  it,  arofe  from  the  low  and  fuflfering  ftate  in 
which  its  Author  appeared.  It  was  a  ftumbling-block 
to  the  Jews,  and  feemed  foolifbnefs  to  the  Greeks, 
that  a  prophet  fent  from  heaven  to  enlighten  and 
reform  the  world,  fhould  lead  %,  life  of  indigence  and 
obfcurity,  and  make  his  exit  with  ignominy  and  with 
pain. 

If  we  confider  the  chara£ler  and  prevailing  opin- 
ions of  the  Jews  and  the  Greeks  at  the  time  when 
our  Saviour  appeared,  we  fhall  fee  the  reafon  of  the 
unfavourable  reception  which  they  gave  to  his  doc- 
trines. The  Jews  had  been  the  favourite  people  of 
God.  .By  figns  and  miracles,  and  mighty  works,  he 
had  delivered  them  from  a  ftate  of  ilavery  in  Egypt, 
had  conducted  them  through  the  wildernefs,  and  at 
laft  given  them  a  fettleme'nt  in  the  promifed  land. 
The  arm  of  the  Lord  was  made  bare  in  their  behalf, 
the  (ea  was  divided  to  make  way  for  them,  and  the 
waters  flood  as  a  wall  on  their  right  hand  and  on 
tbeir  left.    During,  their  wanderings  through  the 
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wiWcrncfe,  a  pillar  of  fire  conduced  them  by  nighty 
and  a  pillar  of  cloud  by  day*  MaiifMI  defcended  to 
them  from  heaven,  and  water  fprung  from  the  flinty 
rock.  Accuftomed  to  thefe  great  and  marvellous 
exertions  of  the  Divine  power,  in  the  days  of  the 
Mefiiah  they  expe£led  ftill  greater  and  more  marvel- 
lous. If  a  God  was  to  defcend,  they  looked  for  him 
in  the  whirlwind,  they  looked  for  him  in  the  thun- 
der, they  looked  for  him  in  the  earthquake,  and 
when  the  ftill  fmall  voice  came,  it  was  neither  heard 
nor  regarded.  Befides  this,  they  had  imbibed  falfe 
potions  concernii^g  the  Meffiah,  and  the  nature  of 
his  liingdom-  They  mifinterpreted  the  ancient  ora* 
des,  which  foretold  his  coming ;  they  took  the  mag* 
nificent  ftyle  of  prophecy  for  literal  defcription,  and^ 
in  place  of  a  fpiritual  Saviour,  ei^>e£ted,  a  temporal 
prince.  Accordingly,  at  the  time  when  our  Saviottv 
appeared,  the  whole  nation  was  intoxicated  with  the 
idea  of  a  triumphant  conqueror,  who  was  to  deliver 
them,  from  the  Roman  yoke,  to  ereft  an  univerfal 
monarchy  on  earth,  alid  to  make  Zion  the  feat  of 
empire,  and  capital  of  the  world*  To  perfons  under 
the  influence  of  thefe  prejudiced,  a  fuffering  Meflliah 
was  a  ftone  of  ftumbling,  and  a  rock  of  offence# 

A  different  fet  of  prejudices  prevailed  in  Qreece« 
The  Greeks  were  an  ingenious  and  an  afibive  people* 
Situated  in  a  fortunate  climate,  and  blefled  with  the 
highefl:  degree  of  liberty  which  mankind  can  enjoy^ 
they  bent  their  genius  to  the  cultivation  of  the  art8« 
Smitten  with  the  love  of  wifdom,  they  gave  np  their 
paternal  eftates  to  attend  the  fchool  of  philolbphy. 
They  journeyed  from  region  to  region^  and  traverfed 
the  world,  to  bring  home  frefli  acoeflions  of  knowl- 
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edge,  and  new  improvements  in  the  arts.  Under 
thefe  favourable  circumftances,  Greece  arofe  to  farne^ 
and  beheld  an  age  of  glory,  which  is  unrivalled  in, 
the  records  of  hiftory.  The  ideas  of  virtue  and  of 
merit  amongft  any  nation  are  founded  upon  the  fplen* 
did  examples  with  which  their  hiftory  abounds,  and 
upon  a  perfedion  in  thofe  arts  which  they  culti- 
vate, and  in  which  they  excel.  The  Greeks  ei^- 
excelled  in  the  arts  to  which  the  imagination  gives 
birth,  as  well  as  in  the  fciences,  which  reafon  brings 
to  maturity,  and  their  hiftory  abounded  with  the 
moft  fplendid  inftances  of  public  fpirit,  of  heroic^ 
friendfbip^  and  of  intrepid  valour.  Dazzled  wieh 
the  luftre  of  thefe  arts,  and  with  the  glory  of  thefe 
virtues,  they  fixed  the  ftandard  of  excellence  by  them, 
and  had  no  admiration  to  beftow  upon  the  humble 
Piophet  of  Naxareth,  and  the  mortifying  doftrines 
of  the  crofs.  As  ibey  had  been  a  ftumbling-block 
to  the  Jews,  to  the  Greeks  they  feemed  foolifhnefs* 

It  is  then  a  fubjed  worthy  of  our  contemplation, 
to  inquire  into  the  reafons  that  might  move  Almighty 
God,  thus,  in  dired  oppoiition  to  the  prejudices  and 
expectations  of  both  Jews  and  Greeks,  to  appoint 
the  Captain  of  our  falvation  to  bef  made  perfeS  by 
a  ftate  of  fufferings.  It  is  hence  propofed  to  ihow 
the  expediency  and  propriety  of  appointing  fucli  a 
Captain  of  our  falvation.  This  will  appear,  from 
confidering  our  bleffed  Saviour  in  thefe  four  capital 
views  of  his  character  :  as  the  founder  of  a  new  re« 
ligion,  as  a  pattern  of  all  perfe&ion,  as  a  prieft  who 
was  to  make  atonement,  and  a  king  who  was  to  be 
crowned  with  glory. 

In  the  firft  place.  If  we  confider  our  Saviour  as 
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theliuthor  of  a  new  religion,  bis  appearance  in  a  fuf- 
fering  ftat€  frees  his  religion  from  an  objection  which 
applies  with  full  force  to  every  other  religion  in  the 
world. 

Amongflr  all  the  nations  whofe  hiftory  we  have  re- 
corded, the  laws  gave  birth  to  the  religion.  .The pub- 
lic faith  was  modelled  by  the  fovereign  authority, 
and  eftabliflied  by  the  fovereign  power.  The  prince 
was  alfo  the  prophet.  The  religion  which  he  eftab- 
lifhed,  was  fuch  as  fuited  the  genius  of  the  people, 
the  nature  of  the  climate,  or  the  views  of  the  fov- 
ereign ;  and,  in  fhort,  was  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
engine  of  civil  government.  When  we  take  a  view 
of  Chriftianity,  a  different  fcene  prefents  itfelf.  Here 
we  fee  a  religion  publiihed  by  a  perfon,  obfcure  and 
unknown,  amongft  a  nation  hated  and  defpifed  to  a 
proverb,  one  day  to  become  the  religion  of  the  world, 
and  to  be  propagated  by  the  efforts  of  a  few  illiterate 
ftihermen,  who  had  to  combat  againft  the  prejudices 
of  the  Jews,  the  fuperflition  of  the  Gentiles,  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  philofophers,  the  power  of  armies  and 
of  kings,  the  ancient  fyftems  of  religion  eftabliihed 
over  the  whole  world,  and  the  combined  wit  and  ge- 
nius and  malice  of  all  mankind. 

Had  our  Saviour  appeared  in  the  pomp  of  a  tem- 
poral prince,  as  ihh  Jews  expeded  him ;  had  he  ap- 
peared in  the  charader  of  a  great  philofopher,  as  the 
Greeks  would  have  wiflied  him,  often  had  we  heard 
of  his  power  and  of  his  policy,  and  been  told,  that 
our  religion  was  more  nearly  allied  to  this  world  than 
to  the  other.  But  when  we  hear  the  Author  of  our 
faith  declaring  from  the  beginning,  that  bendnftruf- 
fer  many  things  in  his  life,  and  be  put  to  a[[^  .i^no- 
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imniotis  and  tormenting  death  j  when  we  hear  him 
forewarning  his  difciples,  that  they  were  to  meet 
with  the  fame  fate»  thefe  fufpicions  mud  for  ever 
vaniih  from  our  mind.  Thus  our  religion  (lands 
clear  of  an  objedion,  from  which  nothing,  perhaps, 
could  have  purged  it,  but  the  blood  of  its  divine 
Author. 

}n  the /econd  plac^  If  we  confider  our  Saviour  as  a 
pattetQ  of  virtue  and  all  perfe&ion,  the  expediency 
of  his  appearing  in  a  fuffering  ftate  will  further  be 
evident. 

One  great  end  of  our  Saviour's  coming  into  the 
world  was  to  liet  us  an  example,  that  we  might  fol- 
low his  ftq>3.  But,  unlefs  his  life^had  been  diverlifi- 
ed  with  fufferings^  the  utility  of  his  example  had  been 
in  a  great  meafure  defeated.  What  we  generally  call 
a  perle&  cEara£):er,  is  a  cold  infipid  objed,  that  does 
not  inteteft  mankind.  Were  it  poifible  for  nature 
to  realize  the  man  of  virtue,  as  drawn  by  thofe  who 
miirepreCent  the  Stoic  philofophy ;  a  man  without 
the  feelings  of  nature,  and  the  weaknefles  of  human- 
ity, proof  againft  the  influence  of  paffion,  and  the  at- 
tacks of  pain ;  we  would  turn  aiide  from  fuch  a  ca- 
ricaturaof  humanity,  and  exclude  the  faultlefs  mon- 
fter  from  the  number  of  our  fpecies.  No  example 
can  make  any  impxeflion  upon  the  minds  of  men,  but 
the  example  of  men  of  like  pai&ons  with  themfelves. 
htt  ua  fupppfe,  that  the  life  of  an  angel  were  exhib^ 
ited  to  the  world,  it  might  afford  a  pleafant  fubjed 
of  contemplation.  But  the  queftion  would  natural- 
ly arife.  What  is  this  to  me  I  This  does  not  belong 
%o  my  nature ;  I  difcover  here  no  traces  of  my  own 

cl)ara£iter,  no  features  of  humanity.    On  the  other 
Yy 
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hand,  to  fet  up  an  imperfeft  example  for  our  imita- 
tion, would  be  attended  with  ftill  worfe  confequen- 
ces.  We  know,  from  the  inftances  of  the  faints  re- 
corded in  Scripture,  how  apt  men  are  to  quote  their 
imperfeftions  as  an  jexcufe  for  themfelves,  and  by 
copying  after  thefe,  come  fliort  of  that  perfefdon  to 
which  they  might  have  arrived. 

Both  thefe  defefts  are  remedied  in  the  example  of 
Jefus  of  Nazareth.  His  example  is  perfed:,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  has  all  that  effeft  upon  us  which  the 
example  of  one  of  our  brethren  would  have  had. 
When  we  behold  the  man  Chrift  Jefus  involved  indif- 
trefles  fimilar  to  our  own,  clothed  with  all  the  inno- 
cent infirmities  of  our  nature,  and  groaning  like  our- 
felves  under  the  finlefs  miferies  of  life,  we  are  touch- 
ed with  the  feeling  of  his  infirmities  and  his  pains  ; 
our  pailions  take  part  with  the  illuftrious  fufferer, 
and  we  behold  him  in  fome  meafure  brought  down 
to  our  own  level.  It  is  from  thefe  fhades  that  this 
pifture  derives  its  beauty,  derives  its  effed  upon  the 
world,  and  that,  notwithftanding  the  glory  that  fur- 
rounds  it,  we  recognife  our  own  image,  we  trace  the 
features  and  the  lineaments  of  humanity,  and  by 
thefe,  are  drawn  to  copy  after  fuch  an  illuftrious  pat- 
tern of  excellence  and  perfedtion. 

The  fuflfering  ftate  in  which  our  Lord  appeared, 
not  only  conduced  to  the  efficacy  of  his  example,  but 
alfo  to  its  more  extenfive  utility,  by  prefenting  an 
ample  theatre  for  the  fublimeft  virtues  to  appear.  It 
is  obferved  by  an  hiftorian,  in  relating  the  life  of  Cy- 
rus the  Great,  that  there  was  one  circumftance  want- 
ing to  the  glory  of  that  illuftrious  prince  j  and  that 
was,  the  having  his  virtue  tried  by  fome  fudden  re- 
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vcrfe  of  fortune,  and  ftrugglihg  for  a  time  under  fome 
grievous  calamity.  The  obfervation  is  juft.  Men 
are  made  for  fuflFering  as  well  as  for  aftion.  Many 
faculties  of  our  frame ;  the  mod  refpedable  attri- 
butes of  the  mind,  as  well  as  the  mod  amiable  quali- 
ties of  the  heart ;  carry  a  mtmifeft  reference  to  a  ftate 
of  adverfity,  to  the  dangers  which  we  are  deftined 
to  combat,  and  the  diftreffes  we  are  appointed  to 
bear.  Had  the  Greeks  confulted  their  own  writers, 
they  would  have  given  them  proper  information  on 
this  head.  To  approve  a  man  thoroughly  virtuous, 
faid  one  of  their  fages,  he  mud  be  tortured,  he  mud 
be  bound,  he  mud  be  fcourged,  and  having  fuffered 
all  evils,  mud  be  empaled  or  crucified. 

Who  are  the  perfonages  in  hidory  that  we  admire 
the  mod  ?  Thofe  who  have  fuffered  fome  fignal  dif- 
trcfs,  and  from  a  hod  of  evils  have  come  forth  con- 
querors. If  we  look  into  civil  hidory,  need  I  call  up 
to  your  retaembrance  the  patriots  of  Greece,  the  he- 
roes of  Rome  ;  the  wife,  the  great,  and  the  good  of 
every  age,  who  grew  illudrious  as  they  grew  didreff- 
cd,  and  in  the  darked  hour  of  adverfity  fhone  out 
with  unwonted  and  meridian  fplendour.  If  we  look 
into  facre4  hidory,  we  (hall  find  that  the  good  and 
holy  men,  who  are  there' pointed  out  as  patterns  to 
the  world,  like  the  Captain  of  their  falvation,  were 
made  perfect  through  fufFering.  The  mod  illudri- 
ous names  that  are  recorded  in  the  book  of  life,  the 
patriarchs  of  the  ancient  world,  the  prophets  of  the 
Jewifh  date,  the  martyrs  of  the  Chridian  church  are 
witnelTes  on  record  of  this  important  truth,  that  the 
mod  honorable  laurels  are  gathered  In  the  vale  of 
tears,  and  that  the  crown  of  glory  fits  brighted  on 
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^e  brows  of  thofe  who  have  gained  it  with  their 
blood.  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  too,  was  appointed  to 
learn  obedience  by  the  things  that  he  fuffered.  All 
the  virtues  of  adverfity  flione  forth  in  his  life.  The 
patience  that  acquiefces  with  cheerfulnefs,  in  all  th^ 
appointments  of  Providence,  the  magnanimity  which 
triumphs  over  an  enemy  by  forgivenefs,  the  charity 
yrhich  prays  for  its  perfecutors,  are  ftrikingand  con* 
fpicuous  parts  of  his  charafter.  But  w^  injure  his 
merit  as  a  fuflferer,if  we  confider  it  only  as  breaking 
out  in  (ingle  and  occafional  adis  of  virtue.  His  fuf- 
ferings  themfelves,  his  condefcending  to  become  a 
yi&im  for  the  fms  of  men,  and  to  die  for  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  world,  is  an  infinite  exertion  of  benevo* 
lence  that  admits  of  no  comparifon,  that  is  tranfcen- 
dent'  and  meritorious.  The  confideration  of  this, 
more  than  the  circumftances  of  his  departure,  more 
than  the  rocks  which  were  rent,  than  the  fun  which 
was  darkened,  than  the  dead  which  arofe,  had  we 
been  prefent  at  the  fcene,  fliould  have  made  us  cry 
put  with  the  centurion,  ^^  Surely  this  man  was  the 
"SonofGod.'^ 

fn  the  third  place,  If  we  confider  our  Saviour  as  a 
prieft,  who  was  to  make  an  atonement  wt  the  fins 
of  men,  the  expediency  of  his  making  this  atonement 
by  fuflferings  and  death,  will  be  manifeft.  It  is  one 
pf  the  doftrines  revealed  in  the  New  Teftament,  that 
the  Son  of  God  was  the  Creator  of  the  world.  A3 
therefore  he  was  our  immediate  Creator,  and  as  his 
defign  in  our  creation  was  defeated  by  fin,  there  was 
an  evident  propriety  that  he  himfelf  (houidinterpofe 
in  our  behalf,'  and  retrieve  the  affiAs.  of  a  world, 
y^hich  he  had  created  with  his  own  i|ismd$.    Bu|t  it 
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is  evident,  at  firft  fight,  that  redemption  is  a  greater, 
work  than  creation  j  that  it  requires  a  morfe  power- 
ful exertion  to  recover  a  world  lying  in  wickednefs, 
to  happineJTs  and  virtue,  than  to  create  it  at  firft  in  a 
ttate  of  innocence.  In  the  work  of  redemption, 
theriefore,  it  was  e&pedient,  that  there  fliould  be  a 
brighter  difplay  of  the  divine  perfefHons,  and  a  great- 
er  exertion  of  benevolence  than  was  exhibited  in  the 
work  of  creation.  Now,  if  God,  without  a  fatisfac* 
tion  by  fufferings,  and  by  a  mere  ad  of  indemnity, 
had  blotted  out  the  fins  of  the  world,  fuch  a  difplay 
of  the  divine  attributes  would  not  have  been  given. 
But  by  the  Son  of  God's  appearing  in  our  hature^ 
and  fuffering  the  punilhment  which  was  due  to  our 
lifts,  a  fcene  is  prefented,  oh  which  the  angels  defire 
to  look.  This,  in  the  language  of  Scripture,  was  the 
glory  that  eltcelleth ;  here  the  Almighty  made  bare 
his  holy  arm,  and  gave  teftimony  to  the  nations  what 
was  in  the  power  of  a  God  to  effeSuate.  Hereby 
all  the  perfe£Uons  of  the  diviiie  nature  were  glorifi- 
ed. That  immaculate  purity,  which  cannot  look 
upon  fin,  and  that  aftonifhing  love  which  could  not 
behold  thejuin  of  the  finner,  were  awfully  difplayed. 
The  majefly  of  the  divine  government  was  fuliained^, 
and  the  rigour  of  the  law  was  fulfilled,  juftice  was 
fatisfied,  mercy  without  reftraint,  and  without  meaf- 
iire,  flowed  upon  the  children  of  men.  In  fhort,  ^ 
more  gloiry  redounded  to  God,  and  greater  benevo- 
lence was  made  manifelt  to  men,  than  when  the 
inorning  itars  fung  together  at  the  birth  of  nature, 
and  all  the  fons  of  God  fliouted  for  joy. 

In  the  laji  place,  If  we  confider  our  Saviour  in  that 
|l;(te  of  glory  to  which  he  is  nowafcended,  the  pro« 
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priety  of  his  being  made  perfeft  by  fufferings  will 
more  fully  appear.  Becaufe  he  humbled  himfelf,  and 
became  obedient  unto  death,  therefore  hath  God 
highly  exalted  him,  hath  given  him  a  name  above 
every  name,  and  committed  to^~^tW  power  in 
heaven  and  in  earth.  By  the  ^ppSint^SiBnt  of  Prov- 
idence, fuffering  hath  ever  ,been  the^^h  to  honor. 
Ought  not  Chrift,  therefore,  alfo  tdrhave  fuffered, 
and  to  enter  into  his  glory  ?  As,  upon  earth,  he 
fubmitted  to  the  loweft  degree  of  abafement,  and  ap- 
peared in  the  form  of  a  fervant,  he  is  now  in  heaven 
exalted  to  the  highefl:  pinnacle  of  honor,  and  ap- 
pears in  the  form  of  God.  As,  in  his  ftate  of  hu- 
miliation, he  was  poor,  and  had  not  where  to  lay  his 
head,  he  is  now  the  Lord  of  nature,  and  inherits  the 
treafures  of  heaven  and  of  earth.  Inftead  of  the 
mock  title  of  King  of  the  Jews,  which  they  wrote 
upon  his  crofs,  he  is  now  in  very  deed  the  King  of 
kings,  and  the  Lord  of  lords.  Inftead  of  the  crown 
of  thorns,  which  pierced  and  wounded  his  blefled 
head,  he  is  now  for  ever  encircled  with  a  crown  of 
glory. 

What  dignity  does  it  reflefl:  upon  all  our  race,  that 
one  who  wears  our  likenefs,  who  is  not||fhamed  to 
call  us  brethren,  now  fits  upon  the  throne  of  Nature, 
now  holds  in  his  hand  the  fceptre  of  Providence,  and 
exercifes  uncontrolled  dominion  over  the  vifible  and 
invifible  worlds !  What  abundant  oonfolation  will  it 
adminifter  to  Chriftians  in  all  their  afflidions,  what 
openings  of  joy  will  it  let  down  into  the  vale  of  tears, 
when  we  recolleft  that  the  (Governor  of  the  world  is 
a  God  who  partakes  of  our  own. nature,  who,  in  the 
days  of  his  humanity,  had  a  fellow-feeling  of  all  our 
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wants ;  wjio,  like  ourfelves,  was  a  man  of  forrows, 
and  acquainted  with  grief;  who,  by  confiequence, 
will  be  more  apt  to  fympathize  with  his  fellow-fuf- 
ferers,  and  to  fend  relief  to  thofe  forrows  of  which  he 
himfelf  bore  a  part !  - 
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Galatians  vi.  14. 

God  forbid  that  IJhotdd  glory^  fanie  in  the  crofs  of  our 
Lordjefus  Chriji. 

[Preached  at.the  cdebratioo  of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper.] 

"  JViY  ways  are  not  as  your  ways,  and 
"  my  thoughts  arc  not  as  your  thoughts,"  fiud  the 
Lord  to  the  Old  Teftament  church.  And  never, 
furely,  did  the  Eternal  Wifdom  fo  difappoint  th^ez- 
peftations  and  blaft  the  hopes  of  meji,  as  by  the  crofs 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Had  men  been  confulted 
concerning  the  ftate  in  which  it  was  moft  proper  for 
the  Meffiah  to  appear,  they  would  have  introduced 
him  into  the  world  witif  all  the  circumftances  of  ex- 
ternal pomp  and  fplendour ;  they  would  have  put 
into  his  hand  the  fceptre  of  dominion  over  the  na- 
tions, and  fttbieAed  to  his  kingdom  all  the  people  of 
the  earth,  from  the  rifing  to  the  fetting  of  the  fuo; 
A  Meffiah,  wnofe  glory  fliould  not  ftrikmhe  fenfes, 
whWe  kingdom  was  not  to  be  of  this  world,  who  was 
to  be  made  perfect  through  fufferings,  who  was  to 
triumph  by  humiliation^^R^o  was  to  become  vi&ori- 
ous  by  a  (hameful  death,  and  in  whofe  humiliation, 
and  fufferings,  and  crofs,  the  world  was  to  glory  ; 
that  was  an  idea  which  never  prefented  itfelf  to  their 
minds,  and  which,  if  it  had  prefented  itfelf,  would 
have  been  immediately  reje£l:ed,  as  having  no  form 
nor  comelinefs,  for  which  it  could  have  been  defired : 
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yet,  fuch  was  the  method  contrivcd^y  Iniinite  Wit 
dom  to  accompliih  tbe  redemption  of  the  world. 
One  great  end  of  all  the  divine  difpenfations,  has 
been  to  humble  and  confound  the  pride  of  man.  It 
was  pride  that  at  firft  introduced  moral  evil  into  the 
world*  It  was  ptide  that  tempted  the  angels  to  re- 
bel againft  their  Maker,  that  brought  them  down 
from  the  manfions  of  light,  to  the  abodes  of  darknefs 
and  defpair.  It  was  pride  that  tempted  our  firft 
parents  to.  difobey  the  divine  commandment.  The 
language  of  their  apoftafy  was,  ^^  I  will  afcend  into 
^^  the  heavens,  I  will  rife  above  the  height  of  the 
*^  clouds,  I  will  exalt  my  throne  above  the  ftar^  of 
«  (i)d,  I  will  be  like  the  Mod  High/'  Pride,  al- 
though not  made  for  man  in  his  bed  eftate,  hath  not 
forfaken  him  in  his  word.  Even  the  fall  did  not  tU 
face  the  (Irong  impreffion  from  his  mind.  As  if  he 
had  continued  the  fame  noble  being  be  came  from 
the  hands  of  his  Creator  ;  as  if  he  had  been  ftill  the 
happy  lord  of  the  inferior  world,  he  retained  the  con^ 
fcioufnef^  of  his  original  excellence,  when  that  ex- 
cellence was  no  more ;  hefurrendered  himfelf  to  de- 
lufions  which  flattered  his  vain  mind  i  he  trie4  ^^^ 
paths  to  el^ation  and  worldly  greatnefs ;  he  even  ap- 
propriated to  himfelf  the  attributes  of  the  divinity, 
and,  poflefled  with  the  madnefs  of  ambition,  arro- 
gated to  himfelf  thofe  honors  which  are  due  to  God 
only.  Hence  the  world  deified  mortal  men,  worflup- 
ped  as  itft  creators  tfaoCe  to  whom  it  had  lately  given 
birth,  and  adored  as  immortal  and  divine  the  human 
creatures  whoie  death  it  had  beheld. 
*  As  man  fell  t)y  pride,  it  was  the  aj^intment  of 
Heaven  that  he  fliould  rife  by  humility.  Tbift  doc- , 
Zz 
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trine  was  early  delivered  to  the  world.  God  teftifi-^ 
ed  by  his  prophets,  that  he  luiew  the  proud  afar  off ; 
that  the  proud  in  heart  was  an  abomination  to  hiiii» 
but  that  he  would  hear  the  cry  of  the  humble;  that 
though  he  dwelt  in  the  high  and  holy  place,  he 
would  dwell  alfo  with  that  man  who  was  of  a  hum* 
ble  and  contrite  fpirit.  But  more  than  inftruftions 
were  requiflte  to  reform  the  fentiments,  and  change 
the  fpirit,  of  a  world  which  had  been  fo  much  intoxi- 
cated with  dreams  of  earthly  greatnefs,  and  fo  long 
enchanted  with  fpedacles  of  human  glory.  Accor- 
dingly it  pleafed  God,  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  to  fend 
forth  his  own  Son  into  the  world,  in  fafhion  as  a 
man,  in  the  form  of  a  fervant,  to  become  obedient 
unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs,  and  hath  ap- 
pointed all  Chriftians  to  glory  in  his  crofs,  nay,  to 
glory  in  nothing  elfe.  ^^  God  forbid  that  I  fliould 
"  glory,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift*** 

Thefe  words  might  give  occafion  to  many  ufeful 
difcourfes.  All  that  I  intend  at  prefent  is,  to  flibw 
yoii  by  what  means  we  are  to  glory  in  the  crofs  of 
Chrift. 

In  thejlr/i  place,  then.  We  are  to  glorvin  the  crofs 
of  Chrift,  by  frequently  meditating  upon  the  drcum- 
ftances  of  his  death  and  paffion. 

The  human  a£Uons  and  events  in  which  we  glory, 
become  often  the  objeds  of  contemplation  ;  they  pre- 
fent themfelves  fpontaneoufly  to  the  mind,  and  be* 
come  the  favourite  ideas  of  the  foul.  We  turn  them 
on  all  fides,  we  view  them  in  every  light,  we  delight 
in  them,  we  dwell  upon  them,  we  make  them  our 
meditation  day  and  night.  Surely,  then,  it  becomes 
us  to  revolve  often  in  our  mind  this  great  myftery  of 
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godlmefs,  God  manlfefted  in  the  fleflht^  and  dying  oh 
a  crofs  for  the  falvation  of  the  world.  The  angels  in 
heaven,  as  we  are  told  in  Scripture,  defired  with 
earned  eyes  to  look  into  the  fufferings  of  Jcfus ; 
much  more  ihould  we  make  the  fufferings  of  Jefus 
the  objeft  of  our  meditation,  for  he  took  not  on  him 
the  nature  of  angels,  but  of  the  feed  of  Abraham. 

Call  up  to  thy  mind,  then,  O  Chriftian!  the  dole- 
ful circumftances  of  thy  Saviour's  paffion,  the  fad  va- 
riety of  forrows  which  he  fuffered,  the  torment  of 
body  and  agony  of  mind  which  he  underwent,   the 
cruel^  the  ignominious,  and  accurfed  death  which  he 
endured.    Make  thefe  things  prefent  to  thy  mind, 
till  the  blended  emotions  of  contrition  and  forrow,  of 
awe  .and  wonder,  of  joy  and  pleafure,  of  gratitude 
andlove,  take  poffeiEon  of  thy  heart.  "  Can  you  not 
"  watch  with  me  one  hour  ?"  faid  our  Lord  to  his 
difciples,  when  he  entered  into  his  agony.     ''  Can 
**  you  not  watch  with  jjie  one  hour  ?**  faith  our  Lord 
to  his  difciples  in  every  age,  when  they  are  about  to 
renew  the  memorials  of  his  death  and  pafiion.   Agree- 
ably to  his  dying  charge,  accompany  thy  Redeemer, 
O  Chriftian !  in  the  lail  fcene  of  his  fufferings.   Look 
to  him  with  fuch  a  lively  fenfe  and  feeling  of  his  for- 
rows, till,  like  Paul,  thou  art  crucified  with  Chrift*  . 
While  all  nature  is  thrown  into  diforder,  while  the 
rocks  are  rent,  and  the  dead  arife,  wilt  thou  contia> 
ue.unmoved?*Wilt  thou  continue  harder  than  the 
rocks,  and  more  infenfible  than  the  aflies  of  the 
dead  ?  No ;  while  thou  thus  mufeft,  holy  affedions 
will  be  kindled,  and  the  heavenly  fire  will  burn  ; 
from  the  altar  which  was  ere^ed  on  the  hill  of  Cal- 
vary, a  living  ember  wiU  touch  thy  lips,  and  purify 
thy  heart. 
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In  the  fecond  place,  Vfic  are  to  glory  in  the  oroft 
of  Chrift,  by  giving  his  death  that  r^tik  in  out  efti- 
mation,  and  that  place  in  our  aifeftions,  which  its 
importance  requires.' 

When  we  glory  in  s^y  thing  toi^a  extraordinary 
degree,  we  prefer  it  toVall  others,  wd^ve  it  the  chief 
place  in  our  heart,  and  reft  our  hap{){^efs  in  a  great 
meafure  upon  it.  And  thus  it  becom^es  us .  to  glory 
in  the  crofs  of  Chrift ;  thus  it  becotees  -us  <o  prefer 
it  to  ail  things,  to  give  it  the  higheft'  place  in  our 
heart,  and  to  reft  our  eternal  bap^inel^.^n  it  alone. 
The  manifeftation  of  the  Son  of  lOl^d  is;  in  all  re- 
gards, the  moft  wonderful  of  the  ^ittne  wo]4s,  and 
to  us  in  particular  is  the  moft  important  ev&it  that 
diftinguiflies  the  annals  of  time.  His  death  upon 
the  crofs  was  the  moft  fplendid  part  of!his  mediatorial 
pfEce ;  the  moft  illuftrious  inftance  of  his  love  to 
men,  and  the  moft  meritorious  ad  of  his  obedience 
fb  God.  By  his  death,  the  wrAth  of  God  was  avert- 
ed from  the  world,  and  the  atonemen{*  requifite  for 
the  fins  of  men  was  made.  By  his  death  the  glories  of 
che  Godhead  (hone  out  with  new  luftre,  the  majefty 
of  the  moral  law  was  not  only  fuftained,  but  render- 
ed illuftrious,  and  a  dignity  was  reflefted  on  virtue 
which  it  had  never  known  before.  To  his  death  we 
are  indebted  for  the  pardon  of  our  fins,for  adoption  in- 
to the  family  of  Heaven,  and  for  our  hopes  of  a  happy 
immortality  in  the  future  world.  His  death  upon 
the  crofs  quenched  the  fire  of  heil,and  fetopen  the 
gate  of  heaven  for  a  repenting  world  to  enter  in. 

In  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  therefore,  we  do  not  glory 
jtright,  if  we  admire  only  the  circle  of  vh-tue  which 
|hone  out  in  his  fuffering  ftate  j  if  we  admire  only 
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|ji«  patience  wilh  \vhich  he  fubmitted  <o  aH  the  ap< 
poiflftments  of  Provideace,  the  fortitude  with  which 
he  ^icauntered  all  the  dangers  of  life,  the  magna- 
nimity which  induced  him  to  forgive  his  enemies,  the 
charity  which  prompted  him  to  pray  for  thofe  who 
liad  bound  him  to  th^  accurfed  tree,  and  that  noble 
principle  of  love  to  mankind,  the  fpring  of  all  his 
undertakings  as  our.-Redeemer.  This  merit  we  muft 
do  more  than  aditme ;  upon  it  we  muft  reft  as  the 
ground  of  our  acceptance  with  God,  and  the  foun- 
dation of  our  title  to  eternal  life.  The  blefTed  above 
afcribe  their  falvation  not  to  thejr  own  righteoufnefs, 
but  to  the  merits  of  their  Redeemer  ;  "  Unto  him 
^*  that  loved  us,**  is  the  ftrain  of  their  fong,  "  Unto 
^'  him  that  loved  us  unto  the  death,  and  waihed  us 
f^  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood,  be  praife  and  hon- 
«  or  and  bleffin^'*  «  Thefe  arc  they,'*  faid  the 
angel  to  the  Ap(o^le  John,  ^*  who  have  come  out 
^^  of  great  tribulation  ;  they  have  wafhed  their  robes, 
^'  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of'  the  Lamb, 
^*  therefore  are  they  before  the  throne.** 

Our  virtues  are  infufficient  to  procure  our  accep- 
tance  v^ith  Crod,  or  merit  a  title  to  happinefs  in  the 
life  to  come.  Even  man,  in  his  ftate  of  Innocence, 
could  not  pr^end  to  have  merit  with  his  Creator. 
By  the  law  of  his  nature  he  was  bound  to  render 
obedience  to  that  God  from  whom  he  received  his 
being,  and  to  whom  he  owed  his  prefervation.  The 
moral  law  was  the  law  of  his  being.  When  he  had 
done  his  beft,  he  did  no  more  ths^n  was  his  duty.  If 
man,  then,  in  a  ftate  of  innocence,  could  not  claim  the 
crown  of  heavenly  glory,  as  the  reward  of  perfonal 
iRicrit,  ftall  man  in  a  ftate  of  guilt  •pretend  to  have 
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merit  with  a  holy  God,  with   whom  evil  Q^ot 
dwell,  and  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to.  behold  in- 
iquity  ?   Suppofmg  the  day  of  judgment  arriVedi^ 
where  is  the  man  that  durft  face  the  tribunal  of  the 
Almighty,  and  demand  one  of  the  thrones  of  heaven 
upon  the  footing  of  perfonalrighteoufn^fs  ?  Themoft 
arrogant  prefumption  durft  not  afpirefo  high.    But,     • 
bleffed  be  God,  that  though  we  are  unworthy,  yet     ^ 
worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  to  receive  bleifing,      I 
and  honor,  and  praife,  becaufe  he  hath  redeemed  us      ^ 
by  his  blood,  and  hath  given  us  a  right  to  fit  down 
with  him  upon  his  throne.     To  fallen  man  the  crofs 
is  the  tree  of  life ;  there  grow  the  fruits  whi(:h  are 
for  the  healing  of  the  nations ;  fruits,  ijrhich  if  we 
take  and  eat,  we  (hall  live  for  ever.         ... 

In  the  third phce.  We  are  to  glory  in  the  crofs  of 
Chrift,  by  commemorating  his  death  in  the  holy  ^ 
facrament.  i   .. 

Thofe  events  in  which  a  nation  glories  the  moft J    j';f 
thofe  events  which  reftored  or  fecured  to  them  their     V.j 
liberties,  from  which  they  begin  -an  aera  of  happy     i  * 
time,  are  commemorated  with  a  laudable  fpirit  of    ' 
joy.     A  day  is  fet  apart,  that  the  memory  of  fuch 
glorious  deeds  may  be  tranfmitted  down  to  pofteri- 
ty,  and  that  the  names  of  thofe  who  diftinguilhed 
themfelves  on  the  occafion,  as  patriots  or  as  heroes, 
may  receive  a  juft  tribute  of  praife  from  all  fucceed- 
ing  times.    Agreeably  to  this,  the  Chriftian  church 
hath  in  all  ages  fet  apart  certain  times  to  keep  in  re- 
membrance this  moft  important  event,  the  death  and 
paiGon  of  our  Redeemer.    It  was  the  command- 
ment of  our  Lord  himfelf ;  it  wa[8  his  command- 
'  ment,  given  in  that  night  in  which  be  was  betray- 
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ed ;  It  was  his  Ia(t  commandment  to  his  difi^ples, 
**  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me/'  And  furcly  the  ^ 
difciple  who  loves  his  Lord,  will  be  cautious  how  he  ^^ 
diiregards  his  dying  charge.  There  are,  indeed^ 
perfons  in  the  world,  who  bear  the  Chriftian  name, 
and  who,  notwithftanding;  never  join  in  this  folemn 
ordinance.  Although  they  were  baptifed  into  the 
faith  of  Jefus,  and  have  never  publicly  renounced 
Ghriftianity,  yet,  inftead  of  glorying  in  the  crofs, 
they  feem  to  be  afhamed  of  it,  and  teflify  plainly  to 
the  world,  that  they  pay  no  regard  to  the  dying 
charge  of  their  Lord,  and  that  they  would  blufii  to 
be  feen  at  a  communion-table.  How  fuch  perfons 
can  reconcile  their  conduft  to  any  fenfe  of  duty,  to 
any  idea  of  Ghriftianity,  is  beyond,  my  capacity  to 
difcover.  Sure  I  am,  if  they  have  any  confcience, 
if  they  have  any  refle&ion,  if  they  have  any  feeling 
at  all,  it  will  interrupt  their  peace  of  mind  in  life,  it 
will  fliut  up  the  chief  avenues  to  comfort  in  their 
laft  moments,  and  prevent  that  tranquillity  and  fuU 
nefs  of  joy  which  is  then  the  portion  of  the  Chrif^ 
tian,  to  think  that  they  have  lived  in  the  wilful  neg- 
leGt  and  contempt  of  an  exprefs  injunftion  of  their 
Lord,  and  may  have,  in  fome  degree,  incurred  the 
guilt  of  thofe  whom  the  apoftle  declares  to  have 
trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  to  have 
counted  the  blood  of  the  covenant  wherewith  they 
might  have  been  fan£Ufied,  an  unholy  thing. 

Ton  fay  you  are  unfit  to  approach  the  table  of  the 

Lord.     Let  me  aik  you.  Are  you  fit  to  die  ?  Do  you 

*  thin);  it  more  folemn,  more  awful,  to  witnefs  a  good 

confe^on  at  thefe  tables,  than  to  appear  before  the 

judgment-feat  of  God?  Do  you  think,  that  they 
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ought  to  be  received  to  the  fociety  of  the  bleflfed  tL* 
bove,  who  never  joined  themfelves  to  the  comma-' 
nion  of  the  faints  below  ?  Do  yon  think  that  Jeftit 
will  admit  thofe  to  (it  down  with  him  on  his  throne 
in  heaven,  who  were  afiiamed  to  fit  down  with  him 
at  his  table  on  earth  ?  Whatis,  then,  I  befeech  you,, 
in  the  holy  facrament^  to  baniih  any  decent  and 
good  man  from  thefe  tables  ?  We  fit  down  at  the 
table  of  the  Lord,  to  give  thanks  unto  God  for  hid 
ineftimable  love  in  the  redemption  of  the  world  ;  to 
eicprefs  our  regard  and  gratitude  to  bur  Redeemer, 
who  loved  us  unto  the  death  ;  to  xuiite  ourfelves  to 
all  the  faithful  and  the  good,  as  being  members  of 
the  fame  body,  and  to  bind  ourfelves  by  iblemn  vows 
to  the  practice  of  whatever  is  amiable  and  excellent 
and  praiie-worthy.  And  if  there  be  any  man  fo  void 
of  gratitude  and  love  to  God  his  Creator,  and  to  Je- 
fus  Chrift  bis  Redeemer,  as  Co  be  averfe  to  acknowl- 
edge the  favours  he  has  received  ;  if  there  be  my 
man  lb  dead  to  the  feelings  of  the  heart,  to  benevo^ 
lence  and  love,  as  to  have  no  bowels  of  love  for  his 
brethren  of  mankind  ;  if  there  be  any  man  fo  loft  to 
th^  ienfe  of  virtue,  and  to  the  beauty  of  holinefs,  as 
to  fee  no  charms,  to  feel  no  attra£kions,  in  thofe 
things  which  are  lovely,  and  pure,  and  honeft,  and 
of  good  report ;  then,  indeed,  he  is  unfit  to  fit  down 
at  the  table  of  the  Lord,  he  has  neither  pordoa  nor 
lot  in  this  matter  ;  he  is  alfo  unfit  to  join  wiidi 
Chriftians  in  any  religious  duty  ;  nay,  he  is  unfit  to 
perform  a  decent  part  as  a  member  of  civil  fociety* 
I  addrefs  thefe  things  to  thofe  who  abfient  them- 
felves  from  this  ordinance,  from  a  wilful  difregard* 
To  thofe  who  are  reftrained  by  their  unhappy  fears 
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Itad  fcraples^  I  fpeak  in  a  different  language,  and  fuch 
perfons  I  can  affure,  that  they  who,  after  feriousj  and 
diligent,  and  mature  preparation,  ftill  ^hink  them- 
felves  unwoi^thy,  are  not  the  leaft  acceptable  guefts 
at  the  table  of  the  Lord.  Do  you  feel  a  grateful 
fenfe  of  the  love  of  Jefus  .to  mankind,  particularly 
that  amazing  a£t  of  his  love,  in  giving  his  life  as  a 
ranfom  for  the  world  ?  Have  you  fuch  a  value  for 
the  covenant  eftabliihed  by  your  Saviour's  bloody 
that  you  are  refolved  to  accept  of  it  with  gratitude^ 
and  adhere  to  it  with  all  your  foiiU  Have  you  fuch 
a  regard  to  holinefs  and  univerfal  goodnefs,  that  you 
determine  to  lead  decent,  and  pious,  and  exemplary 
lives  ?  If  you  have  thefe,  come  to  exprefs  that  grati« 
tude,  to  accept  that  covenant,  and  to  feal  thofe  vows 
at  the  foot  of  the  crofs.  Jefus  breaks  not  the  bruif-^ 
€d  reed,  nor  quenches  the  fmoking  flax.  The  hu- 
mility  of  the  heart  will  not  banifli  the  Eternal  Spirit 
from  taking  up  his  reiidence  with  you. 

In  the  faurtb  and  Iq^  place.  We  are  to  glory  in  the 
crofs  of  Chrift^  by  living  to  thofe  pUrpofes  and  for 
thofe  ends  for  which  Jefus  died. 

We  glory  in  the  Reformation  from  Popery,  when 
we  maintain  and  defend  that  pure  religion  which  was 
then  eftabliihed.  We  glory  in  the  Revolution,  when 
we  fupport  the  rights  and  maintain  the  liberties  which 
,  were  fecured  to  us  at  that  memorable  period :  and, 
iki  like  manner,  we  glory  in' the  crofs  of  Chrift^  when 
we  fulfil  the  intention,  and  anfwer  the  purpofe  for 
which  Jefus  died.  Jefus  died,  that  he  might  redeem 
us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  us  unto  himfelf  a  pe« 
culiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works.  In  this  view^ 
Ghriftians,  your  whole  life  is  glorying  in  the  croA  of 
A  A  a 
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Qlhrift.  When  you  fupprefs  the  motions  of  irregular 
defire,  when  you  conquer  the  e^cefs  of  paflion,  and 
fubdue  the  vices  which  war  againft  the  foul,  you  are 
glorying  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift ;  for  he,  upon  the 
crofs,  crucified  thefe  your  enemies,  and  died  that  you 
might  be  delivered  out  of  their  hands.  When  you 
check  in  yourfelves  the  fpirit  of  animofity,  when 
your  heart  relents  towards  him  againft  whom  your 
wrath  was  kindled,  when  you  forego  refentment,  for- 
give an  injury,  and  hold  out  the  ready  hand  of  recon- 
ciliation to  your  offending  brother,  you  are  glorying 
in  the  crofs  of  Chrift  ;  for  he,  upon  the  crofs,  difplay- 
ed  a  moft  amazing  inftance  of  forgivenefs,  in  pray* 
ing  for  thofe  who  brought  him  to  that  accurfed  death. 
When  your  heart  expands  with  benevolence  to  man- 
kind ;  when  you  feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the  naked, 
and  refcue  the  oppreffed  ;  when  you  feel  the  diftreff- 
es  of  your  unhappy  brethren  and  relieve  them,  or 
give  a  tear  to  the  diftreffes  you  cannot  relieve,  you 
are  glorying  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift ;  for  he,  upon  the 
crofs,  exhibited  a  moft  illuftrious  inftance  of  benevo- 
lence, in  giving  his  life  for  the  happinefs  of  the 
world.  When  you  yield  to  the  fweet  impulfe  of  nat- 
ural affection,  when  you  indulge  the  tender  fenfibil- 
ities  of  the  heart,  when  you  cultivate  the  fpirit  of  a 
generous  friendfliip,  and  join  in  the  endearing  offices 
of  focial  life,  you  are  glorying  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift ; 
for  he,  upon  the  crofs,  gave  us  a  moft  amiable  dif- 
play  of  thefe  virtues.  One  of  his  laft  a£ls  on  earth 
was  an  a&  of  natural  affedion  and  friendfhip;  from 
the  crofs  he  recommended  his  mother  to  the  care  of 
the  friend  whom  he  loved. 
In  fliort,  whenever  you  make  advances  in  the  di« 
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viae  life,  and  add  to  your  faith  virtue,  and  to  virtue, 
patience,  and  temperance,  and  brotherly  kindnefs, 
and  charity  ;  whenever  you  do  a  good  deed,  when- 
ever you  think  a  good  thought,  you  are  glorying  in 
the  crofs  of  Chrift ;  for  he,  upon  the  crofs,  perfefted 
this  charader,  and  finifhed  the  pattern  of  univerfal 
gpodnefsfor  the  world  to  ftudy,  to  imitate,  and  to 
admire. 


■K'.'* 
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JoHNxix.  30. 

It  is  finipied. 

[Preached  at  the  celebration  of  the  Sacrameoc  of  the  Lord's  Supper.] 

These  are  the  laft  words  of  Jefus.  The 
words  which  he  uttered  when  his  hour  was  come ; 
when  in  the  prefence  of  a  great  affembly,  he  breathed 
out  his  foul  in  agony  upon  the  crofs.  It  was  order- 
ed by  the  providence  of  God,  that  as  Jefus  by  his 
death  was  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  he  fhould.  die 
publicly,  when  allMfrael  from  Dan  to  Beerfheba 
were  affembled  at  Jerufalem, 

There  is  fomething  grand  and  awAtt  in  affembled 
multitudes  of  men,  efpecially  wheh  convened  on  any 
great  occafion,  fuch  as  to  pafs  fentence  of  life  and 
death.  In  that  filence  of  the  mind,  that  awful  paufe 
of  thought,  the  human  genius  is  agitated  ftrongly ; 
\t  labours  in  expe&ation,  and  fills  Vp  the  dreadful 
interval  with  emotions  of  terror  and  aftoniOiment. 
When,  therefore,  at  this  period,  all  Judea  was  pref- 
ent  to'  celebrate  the  pafchal  folemnity ;  when  the 
great  council  of  the  nation,  the  chief  priefts,  the 
fcribes  and  the  elders,  convened  in  Sanhedrim,  ad- 
ded dignity  to  the  multitude ;  when  Pilate  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Judea,  and  Herod  the  Tetrarch  of  Galilee, 
v  with  their  attending  armies,  difplayed  the  grandeur 
?^f  the  Roman  empire,  and  fuftained  the  majefty  of 
the  matters  of  the  world  ;  when  all  thefe  were  stfr 
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fembled  at  the  time  of  the  death  and  crucifiKion  of 
a  Prophet  of  the  Lord,  How  great  wou^d  be  the  Jig- 
itatioas  of  the  multitude !  What  a(loni0ung  i4e98 
would  ftrike  the  mind,  when  they  he^rd  the  eKpirlng 
Prophet  cry  out,  ^*  k  is  finifhed  !'*  When  in  a  mo- 
ment they  (aw  th^t  the  face  of  nature  W94  changed  ; 
when  they  £elt  the  earthquake  which  (book  the  na- 
tions ;  when  chey  were  ftruck  with  the  darknefs 
which  veiled  the  fun  ;  when  they  were  furrounded 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  eternal  world  who  a- 
rofe  from  their  graves,  would  not  they  then  thipk* 
indeed,  that  all  wm  finifhed,  that  the  lafl  hour  of  na- . 
ture  was  come,  and  that  the  world  was  departing 
with  its  Creator  i 

Never  from  the  time  that  thfi  idea  of  creation  rofe 
in  the  Divine  Mind,  did  an  hojir  revolve  that  labour* 
ed  with  fucb  vaft  events*  To  this  great  point  of 
view,  JUS  tp  the  deciding  hour  in  the  annaU  of  time, 
as  to  the  criiis  of  th^  moral  world,  all  the  preceding 
ages  looked  forward,  and  all  fucceeding  ages  Looked 
hack.  The  grand  queftion  was  now  deciding. 
Whether  hapfunefs  or  mifery  (hould  finally  triumph 
in  the  univer&  of  God  ?  From  this  eveni  the  powr 
ers  of  hell  dated  the  rife  or  fall  of  their  dominion. 
Tfa£  fate  of  tl^  creation  was  now  weighing  in  the 
fcales.     All  ^eternity  refted  upon  this  hour. 

Whilft  we  are  now  afTpmbled  tp  commemorate 
thefe  great  events,  and  to  renew  the  memorials  of 
thy  death  and  paflion,  be  prefent  with  us  moft  blefled 
fefus  1  May  we  behold  thy  face,  not  as  it  was  then 
covered  with  anguifh  and  tears,  but  Cmiimg  upon  us 
with  hfeaveniy  complacence !  Fill  our  hearts  with  love 
(o  thee,  and  lead  us  joyfully  up  into  thine  holy  altar ! 
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^<  It  is  finifhed/'  faid  our  Lord  whea  he  expired 
upon  the  crqfs.  What  was  then  finiihed  ?  The  fol« 
lowing  events.  God  had  early  manifefted  to  the  fa- 
thers his  purpofe  of  grace  to  redeem  the  world.  He 
chofe  a  peculiar  people  from  whom  the  Redeemer 
was  to  defcend,  and  appointed  a  difpenfation  of  reU-* 
gion  to  prepare  the  world  for  his  appearance.  By  the 
death  of  Jefus,  this  ancient  difpenbtion  was  finiflied. 

Jefus  Chrift,  foretold  by  all  the  prophets,  had  now^ 
appeared  unto  Ifrael.  As  the  Prophet  of  the  world, 
he  publiflied  a  new  religion  which  he  adorned  by  his 
life,  which  he  confirmed  by  his  miracles,  and  which 
he  had  now  fealed  with  his  blood.  By  the  death  on 
the  crofs,  his  miilion  to  the  Jews,  as  the  Author  of 
a  new  religion,  was  finiflied. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  world,  God  had  ap- 
pointed  facrifices  to  make  atonement  for  fin.  Thefe 
could  not  by  any  virtue  of  their  own  propitiate  the 
Deify,  or  purify  the  foul  from  pollution.  A  more 
perfed  facrifice,  therefore,  was  neceflary  in  order  to 
atone  the  divine  wrath.  By  the  death  of  Jefus,  this 
atonement  was  finiflied.  Jefus  Chrift,  thus  coniki* 
tuted  the  Prophet  of  the  world,  and  the  Prieft  who 
was  to  make  atonement  for  the  fins  of  men,  was  to 
be  made  perfed  through  fuffering.  By  the  appoint- 
ment of  Providence,  he  was  to  fuflFer  before  he  en* 
tered  into  his  glory.  By  his  death  on  the  crofs, 
thefe  fuflferings  were  finiflied. 

That  is  }  the  Old  Teftament  difpenfation  was  fin- 
iflied, the  miifion  of  Chrifl;  to  Ifrael,  as  the  Author 
^of  a  new  religion,  was  finiflied,  the  atonement  requi- 
fite  for  the  .fins  of  the  world  was  finiflied^  and  the 
fuflferings  of  the  Mefliah  were  finiflied* 
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In  theTiiry?  place,  then,  The  ancient  difpenfation 
which  had  been  ere&ed,  and  the  plan  of  Providence 
which  had  been  carrying  on  to  introduce  the  time 
of  the  Meffiah,  were  now  finiihed.  ' 

When  our  firft  parents  had  broken  the  covenant 
of  innocence,  had  forfeited  their  title  to  immortali- 
ty, and  expofed  themfelves  to  the  fandion  of  the  vi- 
olated law,  the  Judge  defcended  to  pronounce  their 
fentence.  But  along  with  the  terrors  of  the  Judge, 
he  mingled  alfo  the  ^grace  of  the  Saviour ;  and  when 
he  pronounced  their  doom,  he  comforted  them  with 
the  hopes  of  mercy.  He  difcovered  to  them  his  be- 
nevolent defign  of  redeeming  the  world  by  a  media* 
tor  who  was  to  interpofe  in  their  behalf,  and  gave 
them  the  gracious  promife,  that  the  feed  of  the  worn* 
an  ihould  bruife  the  head  of  the  ferpent.  Thus,  no 
fooner  had  man  fallen,  than  the  Redeemer  was 
promifed  who  was  to  repair  the  ruins  of  his  fall. 
In  the  following  ages,  the  providence  of  God  f eems 
to  have  been  entirely  occupied  in  preparing  the 
world  for  this  great  event.  If  he  manifefts  himfelf 
to  the  patriarchs,  it  is  to  (how  them  the  day  of  the 
Mei&ah  afar  off ;  if  he  infpires  the  prophets,  it  is  to 
foretel  his  appearance  ;  if  he  choofes  a  peculiar  pe6- 
ple,  it  is  to  render  them  the  depofitaries  of  the 
promifes  concerning  his  coming  ;  if  he  appoints  fa- 
crifices,  ceremonies,  and  religious  rites,  it  is  to  trace 
beforehand  the  hiftory  of  the  Meffiah.  Do  you 
read  of  the  blood  of  the  pafchal  lamb,  which  being 
fprinkled  on  the  doors  of  the  Ifraelites,  fecured  them 
from  the  deftroying  angel  ?  It  was  a  figure  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  Lamb  flain  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  who,  as  our  paffover,  was  facrificed  to  deliv- 
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fet  us  from  eternal  death.  Do  yptl  tead  of  a  rock, 
which  being-  ftttitteii,  furhilhed  waters  to  a  griat 
people  ?  1  hat  rock,  fays  Paul,  ^ds  a  figure  of  Chrift, 
from  whom  proceed  fotintaitid  of  living  Wdter  fprlng^ 
kg  up  into  eVerlafting  life.  Do  ydn  read  of  a  bra- 
zen fetpeilt  liftdd  up  in  the  wilderiiefs  which  cur6d 
the  Ifraelites  ?  It  Was  a  type  of  th^  Sdii  of  msin  who 
tfras  lifted  up  on  the  crofs  for  the  f^lvatiott  of  the 
Wdrldi  Iti  fhorti  th^  whole  Ifegal  economy,  th6 
Whole  fyftem  of  Letitical  worlhip  was  intended  to 
pteiigure,  and  to  introduce  H  bhtt&t  difpenfation. 

The  platt  df  Providence  which  h^d  been  carrying 
tra  to  prepare  the  World  for  this  great  i^ent,  was 
not  confined  to  the  Jewifh  natibii  ;  it  feictended  over 
the  Whdle  earth.  This  was  the  gf^at  «<id  of  all  tht 
defighs  of  the  Deity,  and  furfllfhes  the  k€y  to  all  the 
dtvinfe  difpenfatioils.  *«  If  ettipIr^S  fbf^  ot  fell }  if 
•*  wat  divided,  or  peace  united  the  hition^  j  ifleam- 
•*  ing  civilized  their  manners,  or  phili^fcphy  eiilal-ged 
"  theil-  Views^  all  was,  by  the  fectet  decree  of  heaVefl, 
"  made  to  ripeil  the  World  for  that  fblnifi  (f  ihHe 
«*  When  Chrift  wa^  to  publifli  the  Whole  cdud&l  ^f 
"  God."  What  a  magnificent  conception,  itiy 
friends,  does  it  give  lis  df  the  divine  govei*nmetit, 
when  we  behold  the  princes,  the  kihgs,  akid  the 
matters  of  the  world,  entering  one  after  attdthfet  up* 
on  the  ftage  df  time,  to  prepare  the  way  of  the  ESiig 
of  kings ! 

If,  in  the  Gentile  world,  a  plan  Was  carrying  oft 
to  prepare  the  nations  for  the  cortiihg  df  the  Ateflllh^ 
among  the  chofen  people  a  dilijeiiftitioA  Wa4  erfefti^d 
to  typify  and  prefigure  the  grelt  bv^hts  af  hiis  life. 
The  economy  which  wAs  eflablifhedj  the  facrificds 
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which  were  appoimed,  the  ceremonies  in  their 
church,  aud  the  events  ia  their  hiftory,  all  concurred 
to  this  great  en^d.  Do  you  read  of  a  coj;itinual  burnt- 
offering  ?  It  was  a  ty|>e  oi  him  who  through  the  eter- 
nal SfKirit  offered  up  hinnfelf  a  iacrifice  without  fpot 
iHHo  God.  Do  you  read  of  the  pafchal  lamb  ?  It  was 
a  type  of  that  Laimb  which  was  flain  from  the  founda^ 
tioa  of  the  wot  Id.  The  law  only  paved  the  way  to 
the  gofpel.  Mofes  and  the  prophel^  were  but  the 
haKrbinger&  of  tbe  Mei&ah.  This  ancient  difpenfa- 
tion  was  msfW'  come  to  a  clofe :  and  when  our  Saviour 
on  the  crofs  cried  out,  //  u^nyhed^  '^  the  law  ceaf- 
^*  ed,.  the  gofpek  commenced/' 

In  the  JecoMd  place,  The  miflion  of  Chrift  to  Ifrael 
as  diie  audmp  oi  a  new  rdigion  was  finiihed, 

God  had  sever  left  fhe  nations  without  a  witnefs 
of  himfelf.  In  the  early  ages  of  the  world  he  fent 
foortbhis  UgWaad  histvuth.  He  manifefted  himfeif 
ce  the  £atkevs^  and  taught  them  theknowledge  of  the 
true  reUgjotti  From  time  to  tiaie  righteous  rneii 
were  i aifed  up,  and  a  fucceffion  of  prophets  apd  of 
Bkurtyis  was  cavried  on,  whofe  lives  and  dodrines 
diftingttifli  and  adorn  the  feveral  ages  of.  the  world* 
One  nalion  was  chofen  above  the  reft,  to  whom  the 
living  oracles  were  committed.  The  particular  rev- 
elations whkb  had  been  delivered  in  the  patriarchal 
ages,,  ike  vasious  rays  from  the  Father  of  lights 
which  had  been  icaxtered  over  the  earth,  were  here 
/€olled:ed,  aod  ihone  out  with  new  fplendour.  Nev- 
eflbe]efs>  though  God  was  the  Author  of  this  dif- 
l^nfatioai^  tkough'  he  himfeif  was  the  King  of  Jeihu- 
rua^  and  a  Lawgiver  to  Ifrael^  the  economy  which 
be  eftahliflied  among  his  own  people,  was  not  Intends 
BBb 
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ed  to  be  immutaMe,  or  make  the  coiners  theretinta 
perfeft.  It  is  one  of  the  great  laws  by  which  this 
world  is  governed,  that  no  perfefbion  of  any  kind  is. 
attained  of  a  fudden.  There  is  a  rife  and  a  progrefs 
in  the  works  of  nature.  This  holds  in  alt  the  pro- 
dudtions  of  the  natural,  and  in  all  the  hnprovements 
of  the  moral  world.  This  alfo  feems  to  have  regu- 
lated the  divine  condu£l  with  refped  to  the  difpea- 
fations  of  grace. 

"  The  light  of  religion  was  not  poured  upon  the 
"  world  all  at  once,  and  with  its  full  fplendour ;  the 
*'  obfcurity  of  the  dawn  went  before  the  brightnefs 
"  of  the  noon-day.  The  will  of  God  was  at  firft 
"  made  known  by  revelations,  ufefiil  indeed,  but 
**  dark  and  myfterious.  To  thefe  fucceeded  others 
"  more  clear  and  perfeft.  In  proportion  as  the  fit- 
*'  nation  of  the  world  rendered  it  neceffary,  the  Al- 
•'  mighty  was  pleafed  further  tp  open  and  unfold 
"  his  gracious  fcheme."  The:  light  increafed  as  it 
fhone.  Star  after  ftar  arofe  to  enlighteli  and  blefs 
the  earth,  till  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  appeared. 
As  in  the  early  period  of  our  days  the  iiiftrudions 
which  we  receive  look  forward  to  manhood,  and 
the  various  fteps  we  take  conduft  us  to  future  life  ; 
fo  in  this  infancy  of  the  church,  a  difpenfadon  took 
place  which  was  only  intended  to  introduce  a  better. 
Every  thing  in  the  Jewifli  difpenfation  teftified  that 
it  was  not  intended  to  laft  for  ever.  The  prefence 
of  God  circurtifcribed  to  one  natioh,  the  place  of  ac- 
ceptable worfliip  confined  to  Jenifalem,  the  numer- 
ous rites  and  burdenfome  ceremonies  of  the  Mofaic 
tew,  the  typical  and  fhadowy  nature  of  the  whole 
difpenfation,  (bowed  that  it  was  nothing  more  thaa 
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a  temporary  inftitution^  appointed  ^to  introduce  a 
more  perfedl  worfliip,  and  to  prepar^-^the  world  for. 
a  new  difpenfation,  which  was  to  comprehend  every 
nation  of  the  earth,  and  to  extend  through  all  the 
ages  of  the  world.  "^ 

Accordingly  Mofes,  the  Jewifli  legiflator,  after  he 
had  eftablifhed  their  goyernment  and  formed  their  V 
laws,  tells  them  that  another  prophet  fhould^arife  a-     '- 
mong  them,  and  deliver  a  new  revelation :  "Thus  ^. 

**  faith  the  Lord,  I  will  raife  up  a  prophet  to  you  \ 

**  from  among  your  brethren  ;  I  will  put  my  words 
*^  in  his  mouth  ;  him  fhall  ye  hear  in  all  things." 
Accordingly,  the  Old  Teftament  church  never  refted 
upon  any  revelation  which  was  made  to  them,  but 
always  looked  forward  to  the  promifed  asra  when 
the  great  Prophet  fliould  arife,  who  was  to  fill  Zion 
with  judgment  and  righteoufnefs. 

As  the  Old  Teftament  economy,  in  its  beft  eftate, 
was  but  a  temporary  inftitution,  in  the  progrefs  of 
time  it  was  greatly  corrupted.  After  the  return 
from  the  Babylonifh  captivity,  there  was  a  ftrange 
degeneracy  among  the  people  of  God.  The  fpirit 
of  prophecy  ceafed,  and  the  intercourfe  between 
heaven  and  earth  was  fhut  up.  The  Jews  had  been 
at  all  times  remarkably  prone  to  fuperflition  and  idol- 
atry. Neither  the  inftrudUons  of  their  lawgiver,  nor 
the  thunders  of  Sinai,  nor  the  fword  of  the  heathen, 
nor  the  chains  of  captivity,  could  cure  them  of  this 
perverfe  fpirit.  The  true  prophets  had  always  en- 
deavoured  to  lead  them  from  the  obfervance  of  thofe 
precepts  which  were  "  not  good,  of  thofe  ftatutes  by 
"  which  a  man  could  not  live ;''  but  in  the  decline 
of  the  Jewifh  nation,  their    public  teachers,  the 
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Scribes  and  Pharifees^  accommodated  themfdines  to 
the  prejudices  of  the  ptople.  They  coUeded  the  vari- 
ous  rites  and  traditions  of  antiquity,  and  formed 
them  into  a  regular  fyftem  of  fuperftition.  They  ex-^ 
plained  away  the  fenfe  and  fpirit  of  the  Sacred  Scrip- 
tures. They  had  recourfe  to  what  they  called  the 
oral  law,  never  committed  to  writing,  but  ddirered, 
as  they  pretended,  to  Mofes,  and  from  his  time  hand- 
ed  down  by  tradition  from  age  to  age.  By  this  they 
fubverted  the  moral  law,  and  made  the  word  of  God  • 
of  none  eSe&  by  their  traditions. 

If  the  fituation  of  the  Jews  called  thus  loudly  for 
reformation,  what  might  be  expeded  in  the  Gentile 
world  ?  If  fuch  was  done  in  the  green  tree,  what 
would  be  done  in  the  dry  ?  They  were  without  God, 
and  without  hope  in  the  world.  Their  religion  con- 
fided entirely  ofjfuperftitious  obfervances,  and  had 
no  connexion  with  virtue :  their  worfiiip  was  a  fyftem 
of  abominable  rites ;  their  temples  were  haunts  of 
lewdnefs  and  impiety  ;  their  gods  were  monfters  of 
cruelty,  rage,  and  all  the  vile  paffions  which  difgrace 
humanity.  The  doftrine  of  the  foul's  immortality, 
which  had  been  but  obfcurely  revealed  to  the  Jews, 
was  only  a  conjedure  among  the  heathens*  Their 
wife  men  faw  the  evil,  but  could  not  difcover  the 
remedy.  They  confeiTed  their  own  ignorance,  and 
with  humble  expedation  looked  for  a  prophet  of  the 
Lord,  to  make  a  revelation  of  the  divine  will  to  man* 

Whilfl:  thus  the  people  wandered  in  gro&  darkoefs, 
whilft  the  cloud  fat  deep  over  the  moral  world,  at 
laft  the  groans  of  the  nations  reached  the  ears  of  mer- 
cy I  the  voice  of  nature  mourning  for  her  children, 
was  heard  in  heaven.    He  who  dwclleth  thcre^  rofe 
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from  his  throne.     The  Almighty  rofe  in  mercy,  and 
festf  Us  own  Son  to  be  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles, 
aod  to  be  the  glory  of  his  people  Ifrael.    *The  Sun 
of  Righteoufnefs  arifing  in  our  region,  difpelied  the 
darknefs  which  involved  the  nations,  revealed  all  the 
beaveas  to  mortal  view,  and  poured  its  radiance  up- 
on the  path  of  immortality.     The  great  Prophet  dif- 
covered  the  myftery  which  had  been  kept  hid  from 
a|;e6.     He  declared  the  whole  counfel  of  God.    He 
^ke  as  never  man  fpake,  and  he  lived  as  never  man 
lived.     His  miffion  from  God  he  proved  by  perform* 
ing  oiracles  and  works  which  God  only  could  per- 
form ;  to  thefe  hb  conftantly  appealed  as  a  teftimo- 
ny  from  heaven,  and  as  the  finger  of  God  witnefEng 
in  his  b^alf.     Accordingly,  when  the  high*prie(t 
aiked  him,  Art  thou  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  God  ? 
He  anfwered  nothing.     Had  his  difciples  been  (land- 
ing t>yf  they  might  have  replied.  What  need  is  there 
for  the  inquiry  ?  You  who  have  the  key  of  knowledge, 
fearch  the  Scriptures,inquire  at  Mofes  and  the  proph* 
ets  who  foretold  and  defcribed  his  coming.     In- 
quire at  John  the  Baptift,  whom  you  held  to  be  a 
prophet,  and  who  pointed  him  out  to  the  people  as 
the  fent  of  God.     Inquire  at  the  companions  and 
witnefles  of  his  life,  if  an  impoftor  had  ever  fo  many 
works  of  innocence  and  fandity.     Inquire  at  the  loft 
fliecp  of  Ifrael  whom  he  brought  back  to  the  path  of 
life<     Inquire  at  the  multitude  whom  he  fed  with  a 
few  loaves.    Inquire  at  the  blind  whom  he  reftored 
to  fight.     Inquire  at  the  dumb,  who  now  fpeak  his 
praife.     Inquire  at  the  difeafed  whom  he  raifed  from 
the  bed  of  affli6Uon.    Inquire  at  the  dead  whom  he 
raiied  £rom  thehr  graves.    Inquire  at  the  feas  and 
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tempefts  which  heard  and  obeyed  the  voice  of  their 
mafter.  Inquire  at  the  heavens,  which  thrice  open- 
ed over  his  head,  to  publifii  to  the  world  that  he 
was  the  beloved  of  the  Father.  And  if  thefe  fuffice 
you  not,  inquire  at  hell  itfelf,  and  receive  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  devils  whom,  he  difpoiTefled, — That  he 
was  "  the  holy  one  of  God." 

Having  thus  confirmed  his  doftrine  by  his  mira- 
cles ;  having  adorned  it  by  his  life,  it  only  remained 
that  he  ihould  feal  it  with  his  blood.  And  when 
now  he  bowed  the  head  upon  the  crofs,  his  miffion 
to  Ifrael  as  the  Author  of  this  new  revelation  was. 
finifhed. 

In  the  third  place.  The  atonement  which  was  rc- 
quifite  for  the  fins  of  the  world  was  finifhed* 

As  Almighty  God  Created  the  world,  he  claims 
the  right  of  taking  it  under  the  fuperintendency  and 
dircftion  of  his  providence.  In  order  to  attain  the 
ends  of  his  adminillration,  he  ads  upon  a  fixed  plan, 
and  according  to  wife  and  righteous  laws.  If  there 
were  no  fixed  plan  of  providence,  and  no  fyftem  of 
laws  to  govern  the  world,  the  order  of  fociety  would 
foon  be  fubverted,  the  happinefs  of  the  human  race 
would  be  deftroyed,  and  the  earth  be  reduced  to  one 
vaft  fcene  of  anarchy,  confufion  and  uproar.  That 
thefe  laws  may  haVe  their  full  efFeft,  they  muft  be 
guarded  with  the  terrors  of  a  penal  fan&ion,  and 
when  violated  be  put  in  execution,  in  order  to  intim* 
idate  offenders,  and  prevent  tranfgreffion  in  the  time 
to  come.  The  Judge  of  all  the  earth  would  not  do 
rigl^t  unlefs  he  executed  his  righteous  laws,  and  pun- 
iflied  thofe  crimes  which  tended  to  the  fubverfion  of 
ordei*,  and  extindion  of  happinefs  in  human  fociety. 
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If  men,  then,  throwing  off  their  allegiance  to  Heav- 
en,  violate  his  righteous  laws,  and  expofe  themfelves 
to  his  wrath  and  vengeance,  juftice  requires  that 
they  he  punifhed  for  their  fms,  and  the  honor  of 
the  Godhead  is  pledged  for  the  fulfilment  of  the 
threatening  denounced  againft  fm.  But  all  of  us 
have  thus  ^incurred  the  divine  difpleafure,  and  be- 
come obnoxious  to  the  fandlion  of  the  moral  law. 
Our  firit  parents  difobeyed  the  divine  command* 
ments,  broke  the  covenant  of  innocence,  and  involv- 
ed us,  their  pollerity,  in  the  ruins  of  their  fall.  We 
have  added  innumerable  tranfgrejQions  of  our  own 
to  that  original  apoftafy.  We  have  negle&ed  the 
good  which  it  was  in  our  power  to  perform,  and  com- 
mitted the  evil  from  which  God  commanded  us  tp 
abftain.  We  have  finned  againft  the  cleared  light ; 
in  oppofition  to  the  greateft  goodnefs,  and  in  the 
face  of  dired  threatening,  times  and  ways  without 
number  we  have  expofed  ourfelves  to  the  wrath  of 
God. 

But  it  is  one  of  the  nioft  obvious  didates  of  reafon, 
that  puniihment  muft  ever  attend  on  wickednefs, 
that  the  foul  which  finneth  ought  to  die.  But  if  fin 
be  thus  feverely  punifhed,  if  finners  be  dealt  with  ac- 
cording to  the  maxims  of  rigorous  and  unrelenting 
juftice,  Whan  fhall  become  of  the  human  race  ?  Here 
lay  the  difficulty  that  ftood  in  the  way  of  our  redemp- 
tion. If,  on  the  one  hand,  fin  was  forgiven  without 
iatis&dion,  and  the  finner  taketi  into  favour  upon 
every  new  application  for  mercy,  fuch  an  undiftin- 
guiihing  exercife  of  lenity,  fuch  a  facility  of  forgive- 
nefs,  would  only  ferve  to  embolden  offenders  and 
multiply  crimes.    If,  on  the  other  hand^  rigorous 
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jtiftice  held  the  balance,  if  the  thmiderbolt  was^  aim^ 
ed  at  the  head  of  every  offender  j  the  race  of  men 
muft  periih  from  the  earth.     Hence,  the  Divioe  B<* 
ing  is  introduced  in  Scripture,  as  deliberating  wifb 
htmfelf,  as  being   ftraitened  how  to  reconcile  >ke 
feemingly  jarring  attribistt^s  of  mercy  and  juftke,  and 
bow  to  make  the  happinefs  of  men  accord  ix^th  the 
honor*  of  his  laws,  *•  Row  (hall  I  give   thee  up 
"  Ephraim?  How  fliall  1  deliver  thee,  O  Ifrael? 
"  ^«4|^^ll^lmak<^  thee  as  Admah?  How  ftafti 
aJ^Hfet  tffee  as  Zeboim  ?  Mine  heart  is  turned  witbift 
^•*  toe,  my  repentings  are  kindted  together.**     Here* 
in  appears  the  wifdom  of  that  plan  concerted  fi^r  our 
tf  redemption,  through  the  facrifice  of  Chrift,  by  wMi^ 

f  thefe  feemingly  jarring  attributes  are  reconciled,  ia 

which  mercy  and  truth  meet  t€)getker,  righteo«fiEie& 
and  peace  kifs  each  other.  Hence,  in  that  euchariC- 
tic  hymn  which  the  angek,  at  the  nati^ty  of  our 
Lord,  futig  to  theftepberds,  wlientlley  a^ribedgfe^ 
ry  to  God  in  the  higheft,  they  alfo  proclaimed  peace 
upon  earth,  and  good  will  towards  fallen  man*  By 
this  atonement,  all  the  perfedicms  of  the  Deity  were 
glorified.  That  immaculate  purity  which  cannot 
look  upon  fin,  and  that  aftoniihing  We  which  couM 
not  behold  the  ruin  of  the  finner,  were  awfully  dis- 
played. The  majefty  of  the  divine  go^tniment  was 
iuftained,  the  honor  of  the  law  was  vindicated,  j«^ 
tiee,  in  its  rigour,  was  fatisfied,  mercy  without  meas- 
ure and  without  reftraint  flowed- upon  theebilcbeft 
'  of  men.  The  gate  of  the  heavenly  paradiie  was  fct 
open  wide  to  a  returning  world,  the  angel  with  the 
fitting  fword,  who  guarded  the  tree  of  life,  was  re- 
nioved^  and  a  voice  heard  from  the  throne  of  metcy^ 
**  Take,  eat,  and  live  for  ever."  - 
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As  this  'dodrine  concerning  the  atonement  and 
facrifice  of  Jefus  Cbrift,  is  one  of  the  fundamental 
articles  of  our  holy  faith,  God,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
providence,  had  prepared  the  world  for  its  belief  and 
reception.  A  fenfe  of  guilt  lying  upon  the  mind, 
and  the.  fear  of  punilhment  from  that  Judge,  who 
will  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  works, 
drove  the  (inner  to  fome  expedient  for  atoning  the 
wrath  of  an  offended  Deity.  It  is  very  extraordina- 
ry, that  among  all  thepeopleof  the  world,  the  meth- 
od of  making  atonement  for  fin  was  invariably  the 
fame.  All  tf|p  nations  of  antiquity,  that  are  to  be 
found  in  the  records  of  hiftory,  all  the  modern  na- 
tions whom  recent  difcoveries  have  brought  within 
the  fphere  of  our  knowledge,  however  they  may  have 
differed  in  cuftoms  and  manners,  have  univerfally 
and  invariably  agreed  in  making  atonement  for  fin 
by  offering  facrifices  to  .the  Deity.  This  faft  is  the 
more  extraordinary,  as  fuch  a  method  of  propitiation 
is  not  founded  on  nature,  is  not  the  didate  of  reafon, 
nor  the  refult  of  any  feelings  of  the  human  frame.  If 
we  confult  with  reafon,  reafon  will  tell  us,  that  the 
Deity  can  never  take  any  pleafure  in  the  tortures  or 
in  the  blood  of  innocent  animals ;  reafon  will  tell  us 
that  it  is  impoflible  that  the  blood  of  bulls  or  of  goats, 
or  theaiheft>f  a  heifer,  can  avail  to  fatisfy  the  divine 
juftice,  or  purify  the  foul  from  fin.  A  pxaftice 
therefore  fo  univerfal,  not  founded  on  nature,  nor 
deducible  from  reafon,  can  be  accounted  for  no  oth- 
erwife,  but  by  confidering  it  as  the  remains  of  thofe 
ancient  traditions  delivered  to  the  defendants  of 
Noah,  and  by  them  handed  down  tofucceeding  ages. 
Here  we  cannot  but  admire  the  wifdom  and  watch- 
C  c  c 
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ful  care  of  Providence,  that  whilft  many  other  tradi- 
tions perifhed  in  the  courfe  of  time,  and  are  in  the 
gulf  of  oblivion,  this  was  kept  entire  all  over  the 
vi^orld,  in  order  to  prepare  the  nations  for  the  recep- 
tion of  Chrlilianity,  which  eftablifhes  the  capital  doc- 
trine of  an  atonement,  for  fm  upon  a  facrifice.        ^ 

Not  only  were  facrifices  in  general  ufe  among  the 
heathen,  but  alfo,  among  the  mod  celebrated  nations 
of  antiquity,  illuftrious  perfonages  had  arifen,  who, 
infpired  with  generous  patriotifm,  had,  in  cafes  of 
danger  and  calamity,  devoted  themfelves  to  certain 
death,  to  fave  their  country.  Thefefelf-devoted  he- 
roes, thefe  martyrs  to  the  good  of  mankind,  were 
held  in  admiration  by  their  countrymen,  firll  in  the 
fong  of  praife,  and  highefl  in  the  temple  of  fame* 
iVfter  the  publication  of  Chriftianity,  it  was  no  diffi. 
cult  tafk  to  transfer  the  praife  and  veneration  which 
was  paid  to  thefe  temporal  deliverers,  to  that  Divine 
Lover  of  mankind,  and  Redeemer  of  our  race,  who 
offered  up  himfelf  a  facrifice  for  our  fins,  and  died 
for  the  happinefs  of  the  world.  Hence  the  atone- 
ment requifite  for  the  fins  of  the  world  was  finiflied. 

In  the  fourth  place.  The  fufferings  of  the  Meffiah 
were  now  finiihed,and  naught  but  glory  was  to  follow. 

It  feemedr  expedient  to  Infinite  Wifdom,  to  fet  up 
the  Son  as  head  over  the  great  family  ^  God.  It 
was  in  this  capacity  that  he  created  the  earth :  for  it 
is  one  of  the  doftrines  revealed  to  us  in  the  New 
Teftament,  that  the  Son  of  God  was  the  Creator  of 
the  world.  As  he,  therefore,  was  our  inamedia  te 
Creator,  and  as  his  intent  in  our  creation  was  defeat- 
ed by  fin,  there  was  an  evident  propriety,  that  he 
himfelf  (hould  interpofe  in  our  bjehalf.     The  fall  of 


*f 


SERMON      XXXIV.  403 

man  was  the  lofs  of  fo  many  fubjeds  to  Chrift  their 

natural  Lord,  in  virtue  of  his  having  created  them. 

Redeeming  them,  was  recovering  them  again,  was 

re-eftabli(hing  his  power  over  his  own  works.     In 

the  epiftle  to  the  Coloffians,  the  Apoftle  Paul  runs  a 

parallel  between  the  relation  in  which  Chrift  ftands 

towards  us  as  our  Creator,  and  the  new  relation  he 

acquired  in  virtue  of  his  redemption.     In  the  firft 

view,  he  ftyles  him  the  image  of  the  invifible  God, 

the  firft-born  of  every  creature  ;  for  by  him  were  all 

things  created,  and  by  him  all  things  confift.     In  the 

fecond  view,  he  calls  him  the  head  of  the  body,  the 

church,  the  beginning,  the  firft-born  from  the  dead, 

that  in  all  things  he  might  have  the  preeminence.. 

"  For  it  pleafedthe  Father  that  in  him  fhpuld  all 

\  **  fulnefs  dwell,  and  having   made  peace   by  the 

I**  blood  of  his  crofs,  by  him  to  reconcile  all  things  to 

^*  himfelf/* 

The  fcheme  of  thought  which  runs  through  the 
paflage,  feems  to  be  this,  that  as  wc  owed  to  Chrift 
our  firft  life,  it  was  alfo  expedient  that  we  ftiould  owe 
to  him  our  fecond  j  that,  as  he  was  the  head  of  the 
creation,  and  made  all  things,  fo  when  God  thought 
fit  to  redeem  the  world,  it  pleafed  him  that  Chrift 
fhould  alfo  be  the  head  of  this  new  work,  the  firft- 
born  from  the  dead  himfelf,  ami  the  giver  of  life  to 
every  believer.  This  much  we  collect  from  the  -Apof- 
tle's  reafoning,  and  plainly  difcern,  that  the  preemi- 
nence of  Chrift,  as  head  of  the  church,  isconnefted 
with  his  preeminence  as  head  of  the  creation,  and  his 
being  fet  over  the  great  family  of  God.  Jefus  Chrift, 
thus  conftituted  the  Redeemer  of  mankind,  ai}d  the 
Captain  of  our  falvation  in  the  difcharge  of  his  office, 
was  to  be  made  perfe£t  through  &ifferings. 
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In  the  prefent  ftate  of  humanity,  the  charafier 
cannot  be  complete  without  the  virtues  of  adverfity. 
We  are  made  for  fuffering,  as  well  as  for  a&ion ; 
there  are  many  principles  in  the  human  frame,  many 
faculties  of  the  mind,  many  qualities  of  the  heart, 
which  would  be  for  ever  latent,  were  they  not  called 
forth  to  action  by  danger  and  diftrefs.  There  is  a 
hidden  greatnefs  in  the  mind  of  man,  which  afflic- 
tions alone  can  bring  to  light.  When  we  are  be- 
reft of  all  human  help  ;  when  Heaven  feems  to  for- 
fake  us,  and  the  earth  to.. fail  beneath  our  feet,  it  is 
then  that  the  foul  afferts  her  native  (trength,  fum- 
mons  all  her  virtue  to  her  aid,  and  exhibits  to  heaven 
and  earth  an  objed*  worthy  of  their  contemplation 
and  regard.  Afi3i&ions  thus  fupported  by  patience^ 
thus  furmounted  by  fortitude,  give  the  laft  fimflung 
to  the  heroic  and  the  virtuous  charafter.  Thus  the 
vale  of  tears  is  the  theatre  of  human  glory;  that  ' 
dark  cloud  prefents  the  fcen£  for  all  the  beauties  in 
the  bow  of  virtue  to  appear.  '  Moral  grandeur,  like 
the  fun,  is  brighter  in  the  day  of  the  dorm,  and  nev- 
er is  fo  truly  fublime,  as  when  Aruggling  through 
the  darknefs  of  an  eclipfe. 
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John  xi.  25. 
/  am  the  Refurre6lion  and  the  Life. 

[Preached  at  the  celehration  of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper.] 

"  I  SAW  in  the  right  hand  of  him  that 
"  fat  on  the  throne/'  faid  the  Prophet  of  the  New 
Teftament, — "  I  faw  in  the  right  hand  of  him  that 
«*  fat  on  the  throne,  a  book  written  within  and  on 
"  the  backfide,  fealed  with  feven  feals.  And  I  faw 
"  a  ftrong  angel  proclaiming  with  a  loud  voice, 
**  Who  is  worthy  to  open  the  book,  and  to  loofe 
"  the  feals  thereof?  And  no  man  in  heaven,  nor  in 
"  earth,  neither  under  the  earth,  was  ablei  to  open 
*'  the  book,  neither  to  look  thereon.  And  I  wept 
"  much,  becaufe  no  man  was  f(Jund  worthy  to  open,  '' 
"and  to  read  the  book,  neither  to  look  thereon. 
"  And  one  of  the  elders  faid  unto  me.  Weep  not. 
"  Behold,  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Juda,  the  root 
^^  of  Davicf,  hath  prevailed  to  open  the  book,  and 
**  to  loofe  the^ven  feals  thereof.'* 

*  In  this  myfterious  manner,  the  Apoftle,  who  af- 
cended  in  the  vifions  of  God,  and  faw  into  pad  and 
future  time,  reprefents  the  teftoration  of  mankind  to 
life.  When  man  had  fallen  from  his  (late  of  inno- 
cence, and  all  flefli  had  corrupted  their  ways,  AU 
mighty  God,  with  eyes  that  for  ever  overflow  with 
•love,  looked  down  Upon  the  earth.  He  beheld  the 
world  J  not  as  he  had  beheld  it  at  firft,  when  the 


4o6  SERMON     XXXV. 

morning  ftars  fang  together,  when  all  the  fons  of 
God  fhouted  for  joy,  and  when  he  himfelf  pronoun- 
ced that  all  was  fair  and  good  ;  that  very  world  he 
now  beheld  involved  in  confufion  and  uproar  ;  the 
original  ftate  of  things  marred  ;  the  order  of  nature 
deftrdyed  ;  the  laws  of  Heaven  overturned  ;  his 
once  beautiful  and  happy  creation  defaced  and  laid 
in  ruins.  He  beheld  his  rational  oflFspring,  whom 
he  had  adorned  with  his  own  image,  whom  he  had 
appointed  to  immortality,  fallen  from  their  primi- 
tive innocence,  debafed  with  ignorance,  depraved 
with  guilt,  fubjedted  to  vanity,  and  appointed  to  dif- 
folution.  Following  the  footfteps  of  fin,  which  had 
thus  laid  wade  his  works,  he  beheld  ^i?tf/i&  advancing 
with  fwjft  fteps ;  extending  his  dominion  over  the 
nations,  and  ihaking  his  dart  in  triumph  over  a  fub- 
jefbed  world.     He  faw,  he  pitied,  and  he  faved. 

Although  offended  with  the  guilty  race,  he  would 
not  caft  tbem  off  for  ever.  His  time  of  vifitation 
was  a  time  of  love.  In  mercy  to  mankind  he  devi- 
fed  a  fcheme  for  our  rellpration  and  recovery.  But 
man  was  not  now,  as  in  innocence,  in  a  condi- 
tion to  treat  with  God  by  himfelf.  Between  finful 
dud  and  afhes,  and  infinite  purity,  there  could  be  no 
communication.  A  Mediator^  thereibre,  was  requi- 
fite  to  make  peace  between  heaven  and  earth,  and 
where  was  fuch  a  Mediator  to  be  found  ? 

Accordingly,  at  the  declaration  of  the  gracious 
purpofe  of  God,  for  the  future  happinefs  of  the 
world,  when  the  book  of  life  fealed  with  its  feven 
feals  was  brought  forth,  a  firong  angd  proclaimed 
with  a  loud  voice,  "Who  is  worthy  to  take  the 
"  book,  and  to  open  the  feals   thereof  ?"  Who  is 
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worthy  to  mediate  between  an  offended  God  and 
guilty  man  ;  to  unfold  the  fecret  purpofe  of  the  Moft 
Highy  and  to  give  life  to  a  world  that  is  dead  ? 
There  was  filence  in  heaven,  and  iilence  in  heaven 
there  might  have  been  for  ever  ;  but  in  that  mo- 
ment of  mercy,  the  crifis  of  our  fate,  the  Son  of 
God  interpofed  ;  "  I  am  the  refurredion  and  the 
**  life,  by  me  Aall  the  world  live.  I  will  for  fake 
"  thefe  manfions  of  glory,  and  dwell  with  men. 
*'  They  who  now  wander  in  darknefs,  I  will  bring 
"  to  light,  and  life,  and  immortality  ;  they  are  now 
"  under  fentence  of  death ;  that  fentence  (hall  be 
'*'  executed  on  me,  and  I  will  purchafe  for  them  life 
'  "  everlafting ;  they  have  now  gone  aftray  into  the 
**  paths  of  perdition,  I  will  point  out  to  them  the  way 
"  that  leads  to  the  heavens." 

In  this  manner  did  Jefus  Chrift  become  the  refur- 
re£tion  and  the  life.  As  the  Prophet  ofthe  world, 
he  gave  us  the  afTurance  of  life  and  immortality;  as 
the  Prieft  of  the  world,  he  purchafed  for  us  life  and 
immortality  ;  and  as  the  King  of  the  world,  he  fet 
before  us  the  path  that  leads  to  life  and  immortality. 

In  i\it  Jirji  place,  then,  as  the  Prophet  of  the  world, 
he  gave  us  aiTurance  of  life  and  immortality. 

Curiofity,  or  thedefire  of  knowledge,  is  one  of  the 
earliefl  and  one  of  the  ftrongeft  emotions  of  the  hu- 
man fouK  ♦To  fooner  does  the  mind  arrive  at  maturi- 
ty, but  it  proceeds  to  examine  the  objeds  around  it, 
smd  to  extend  its  refearches  wider  and  wider  over 
the  whole  circuit  of  creation.  With  peculiar  .car- 
neftnefs  man  turns  his  attention  to  his  own  nature, 
and  becomes  the  objeft  of  his  own  contemplation. 
But  here  clouds  and  darknefs  furround  him.    H^ 
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perceives  hiinfelf  a  ftranger  in  a  wide  world,  where 
the  plan  of  nature  is  very  Jmperfedly  known,  where 
the  lyftem  of  things  is  involved  in  much  obfcurity, 
and  where  the  Author  of  the  univerfe  is  a  God  who 
hjdeth  himfelf.     Life  af^pears  to  him  as  an  interfile- 
diate  (late,  but  he  is  ignorant  of  what  was  btioAf  it, 
and  is  as  ignorant  of  what  is  to  come  after  it.     He 
obferves  fymptoms  of  decay  and  marks  of  mortahty 
on  ail  the  produdions   of  nature,  the  human  race 
not  exempted  from  the   general  lawv    He  fees  his 
friends  and  companions,  one  after  at^cflrer,  perpetu- 
ally difappearing  ;   he  fees  mankinld^we^eration  af- 
ter generation,  palling  away  ;  palling -to  that  awful 
abyfs  to  which  everything  goes,   and  from  which 
nothing  returns.     But  whither  do  they   go   when 
they  depart  ?  Have  they  withdrawn  into  everlafti  ng 
darknefs  ?  Or  do  they  ftill  aft  in  another  fcene  ?  We 
fee  the  body  incorporate  with  1^  kindred  elements, 
and  return  to  the  duft  from  wlience  it  ;was  taken. 
But  what  becomes  of  the  foul  ?  Does  it,'tdk),  ceafeto 
cxift  ?  Is  the  beam  of  heaven  for  ever  extinguiflied  ? 
Is  the  celeftial  fire  which  glowed  in  the  heart  for  ever 
quenched  ?  Or  beyond  the  horizon  which  iermib'ates 
our  prefent  profpeO:,  does  a  more  beauti^I  ^nd  per- 
feft  fcene   prefent  itfelf,  where  the  tears  (hall   be 
wiped  from  the  eyes  of  the  mourner,  where  the  wick- 
ed ihallceafe  from  troubling^  and  the  weai^  be  at  reft  ? 
If  we  confult  our  aflfeftions,  we  fliall  be  inclined 
to  believe  in  a  future  ftate.     Nature  is  loth  to.  quit 
its  hold.     The  heart  ftill  wifiies  to  be  kind  to  the 
friends  whom  once  it    loved.     Imagination  takes 
the  hint  and  indulges  us  with  the  pleafing  hope   of 
one  day  meeting*  again   with  the  companions  whom 
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we  dropt  in  life.  The  perfe£kions  of  the  Deity  fa- 
vour thefc  wiflies  of  nature.  If  God  be  infinitely 
wife  and  infinitely  good,  he  would  not  have  brought 
us  into  being  only  to  fee  the  light  and  to  depart  for 
ever.  Would  a  wife  builder  have  erefted  fuch  a  no- 
ble iabric  to  laft  but  for  a  moment  ?  On  the  other 
hand,  if  we  confutt  the  analogy  of  nature,  the  hor- 
rors of  annihilation  furround  us.  All  the  works  of 
nature  ftem  only  made  to  be  deftroyed.  The  leaf 
that  falls  from  the  tree  revives  no  more.  The  ani- 
mal that  mingles  with  the  earth  never  rifes  to  life 
again.  Appearances  alfo  make  againft  us*  The 
mind  feems  to  depend  much  upon  the  body.  The 
temper  of  the  one  arifes  from  the  (late  of  the  other. 
When  the  external  fenfes  decay,  the  faculties  of  the 
foul  are  impaired.  When  the  blood  ceafes  to  flow, 
the  fpirit  evaporates,  the  laft  ftroke  of  the  pulfe 
feems  to  put  a  final  .period  to  the  whole  man. 

Between  thefe  fears  and  thefe  wifhes  of  nature,  no 
conchifion  can  be  drawn.  After  the  matureft  invef- 
tigation,  and  deepeft  reafoning,  all  that  we  arrive  at 
is  uncertainty. .  We  fee  the  traveller  involved  in  the 
cloud  of  night,  but  we  know  not  of  any  morning  that 
awaits  him.  The  ocean  fpreads  before  us  vaft  and 
dark  and  awful,  but  we  know  not  if  it  will  waft  us 
to  any*ihore.  What  a  difconfolate  fituation  is  this 
to  a  feriourinquiring  mind  ?  Thefe  thoughts  would 
perplex  us  at  ail  times,  but  if  they  aflfefl:  us  with 
anxiety  in  the  gay  and  fmiling  fcenes  of  life,  how 
will  (hey  overwhelm  us  with  horror,  when  our  feet 
ftumble  on  the  dark  mountains,  and  the  fhadows  of 
the  everlafting  evening  begin  to  clofc  over  our  head? 
In  that  hour  of  terror  and  difmay,  how  (hall  the 
DDd 
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wretched  man  fupport  himfelf,  who  knows  not  the 
hope  of  immortality  ?  Afflided  with  the  view  of  his 
pad  life,  tormented  with  prefent  pain,  and  hovering 
over  an  abyfs  from  which  we  know  not  if  we  (hall 
ever  emerge.  How  mutt  it  imbirter  the  laft  hour,  and 
mingle  deipair  with  the  pangs  of  diifolution,  to  think 
on  our  bidding  adieu  to  the  living  world  ;  to  go  per- 
haps for  ever  into  the  dominion  of  darknefs,  into  the 
region  of  (hadows,  into  the  land  of  forgetfulnefs, 
where,  for  any  thing  we  can  tell,  we  fhall  be  as 
though  we  had  never  been !  To  fuch  perfons,the  end 
of  life  muft  be  infupportable.  Their  fettihg  fun  goes 
down  in  a  cloud,  and  the  long  night  cloTes  over  their 
head  in  its  darkeft  and  deepeft  (hade. 

But  when  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  arofe  in  our 
region,  it  difpelled  the  (hadows  of  the  everlafting 
evening ;  revealed  all  the  heavens  to  mortal  view, 
and  poured  its  radiance  upon  the  path  of  immortali- 
ty. Our  Saviour  did  not  propofe  his  doftrines  as 
controvertible  opinions,  he  confirmed  them  by  proofs 
and  miracles.  Did  he  teach  the  immortality  of  the 
foul,  and  the  refurredion  of  the  body  ?  As  an  infal- 
lible confirmation  of  thefe  doftrines,  he  himfelf  arofe 
from  the  grave,  and  being  the  firft-born  from  the 
dead  himfelf,  he  gives  life  to  the  world.  ITie  good 
man  need  not  now  live  in  a  ilate  of  anxiety  about  his 
future  exiftence,  or  mourn  for  his  deceafed  friends 
as  thofe  who  have  no  hope.  We  know  that  our  Re- 
deemer liveth ;  we  know  that  we  (hall  in  like  man- 
ner revive.  ''''—     ^ 

There  is  a  time  appointed,  when  the  year  of  the 
redeemed  (hall  come  ;  when  the  everlafting  morning 
(hall  dawn  ;  when  th6  voice  of  the  Son  of  God  (hall 


,   SERMON     XXXV.  411 

pierce  the  caverns  of  the  tomb  ;  fliall  be  heard  otrer 
the  dominions  of  the  dead ;  ihall  reanimate  the  afhes 
of  all  that  ever  lived  upon  the  earth,  and  raife  a  glo- 
rious and  immortal  army  from  the  bofom  of  cor- 
ruption. 

In  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  Him  who 
was  once  dead,  but  is  now  alive,  and  lives  for  ever 
more,  I  am  this  day  to  give  you  the  bread  of  life,  anl 
deliver  into  your  hand  the  pledges  of  immortality. 
It  is  the  voice  which  Jefus  this  day  addrefl'es  to  you 
from  thefe  tables, "  I  am  the  refurreftion  and  the 
"  life.     He  that  believeth  in  me  ihall  never  die.*' 

In  the  fscond  place,  Jefus  Chrift  as  the  Prieft  of 
the  world,  purchafed  for  us  life  and  immortality. 

When  man  came  from  the  hands  of  his  Creator  he 
was  inaocent,  and  therefore  happy  and  immortal. 
For  although,  in  the  prefent  degenerate  ftate  of  hu- 
man nature,  the  imperfefl  virtue  of  good  men  nei- 
ther inflh-es  their  happinefs  here,  nor  merits  an  ever- 
lafting  reward  hereafter,  yet  if  we  fuppofe  them  in  a 
ftate  of  innocence  or  confirmed  goodnefs,  we  can 
neither  fet  bounds  to  their  enjoyments  or  their  exift- 
cnce.  The  ideas  of  perfeftion  and  felicity  are  infep- 
arable ;  wherever  pure  virtue  is,  it  is  in  paradife ;  all 
good  beings  throughout  the  univerfe  are  happy. 
Righteoufnefs  is  by  its  own  title,  immortal.  Ihe 
fpring  of  innocence,  and  the  fountain  of  life,  for  ev- 
er mingle  their  ftreams. 

Accordingly, as  the  world  when  it  was  firft  created, 
contained  in  it  no  principles  of  decay,  fo  man,  its  no- 
bleft  inhabitant,  harboured  in  its  nature  no  feeds  of 
diffolation.  The  world,  if  it  had  not  been  curfed, 
had  movied  on  in  its  original  beauty,  frelh,  in  undecay- 
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iog  vigour,  and  fair  with  perpetual  youth  j  and  man, 
if  he  had  liever  fallen,  would  only  have  exchanged 
an  earthly  paradife  for  a  heavenly  one.  For,  as  V9e 
are  told,  God  created  not  death,  and  there  was  no 
poifon  of  deftrudion  in  the  world  which  he  made. 
Immortality  was  a  part  of  his  image,  which  he  con- 
ferred upon  our  firft  parents.  Amid  the  garden  of 
Eden  a  tree  arofe,  the  facramental  pledge  of  life,  and 
fign  of  immortality  to  man.  And  if  man  had  nev- 
^r  fallen  by  tafting  of  its  fruits,  he  would  have  lived 
for  ever.  But,  by  the  fall,  death  entered  into  the 
world.  On  the  day  that  man  became  a  finner  he 
died.  The  man  who  was  made  after  the  image  of 
God,  died  ;  the  man  who  was  created  immortal,  di- 
ed ;  and  there  remained  a  iifelefs  form,  a  guilty  and 
a  mortal  creature,  doomed  to  earn  his  bread  with 
the  fweat  of  his  brows,  to  drag  out  a  threefcore  and 
ten  years  of  wretchednefs  and  pain,  and  then  to  re- 
turn to  the  dud  from  which  he  was  taken. 

How  art  thou  fallen  from  heaven,  fon  of  the  mor- 
ning !  How  is  the  gold  become  dim,  and  the  moft 
fine  gold  changed !  The  celedial  fpirits,  appointed 
the  guardians  of  Eden,  knew  our  firft  parents  no 
longer,  they  recoUeded  no  traces  pf  original  inno* 
cence  in  a  form  fo  fallen.  They  difcerned  none  of 
the  lineaments  of  heaven  in  a  face  fo  clouded  with 
guilt.  They*  drove  out  the  man ;  drove  him  out 
from  the  garden  of  Eden,  where  he  had  accefs  to  the 
tree  of  life  ;  drove  him  out  from  the  fociety  of  all 
thofe  good  beings  who  were  at  once  happy  and  obe- 
dient }  drove  him  out  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord, 
with  which,  in  paradife,  he  had  been  often  bleffed. 

Behold  him  now  in  his  fallen  ftate !  Behold,  Q 


.SERMON      XXXV.  413 

man  1  a»d  mourn  over  this  image.  Fallen  from  the 
dignity  of  his  nature^  and  in  ruins ;  the  beauty  of 
innocence  defaced  ;  the  fplendour  of  heaven  obfcu- 
red  i  cut  off  frbm  the  career  of  glory  and  immortal* 
ity ;  bis  n^me  erafed  from  the  book  of  life,  no  more 
to  claim  alliailce  with  the  Father  of  fpirits,  no  more 
to  rank  among  thofe  happy  fons  of  God,  who  pre* 
fent  themfelve&  before  the  Lord  ;  no  more  to  behold 
His  countenance  in  blifs,  in  whofe  prefence  there  is 
fulnefs  of  joy,  and  at  whofe  right  hand  there  are 
pleafures  for  evermore !  Such  was  the  ftate  into 
which  man  was  brought  by  the  fall ;  the  fentenceof 
death  paii«d  upon  him ;  the  gate .  of  heaven  (hut 
againd  him ;  the  wrath  of  an  offended  God  hung 
ovef  his  head.  To  perfons  in  this  ftate,  what  confo* 
lation  would  it  bring,  to  hear  of  an  immortality  be* 
yond  the  grave,  if  it  was  to  be  an  immortality  of  mif- 
ery  and  torment  ?  To  hear  of  heaven,  and  be  caft 
down  to  hell ;  to  be  told  of  the  rivers  of  pleafure, 
which  are  at  God's  right  hand,  while  they  were 
doomed  to  drink  the  unmingled  cup  of  his  wrath  ! 

But  the  Great  Reftorer  of  our  race,  the  Redeem- 
er of  mankind,  not  only  as  a  Prophet,  difcovered  to 
us  a  future  ftate,  but  alfo  as  a  Prieft,  purchafed  for 
us  eternal  happinefs  in  that  future  ftate.  It  was  the 
guilt  of  our  fins  that  (hut  the  gate  of  heaven  againft 
us,  that  fubjeSed  us  to  the  wrath  of  God,  and  to 
mifery  in  the  world  to  come.  But  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
OUT  Surety  and  Redeemer,  fulfilled  that  law  which 
we  had  broken  ;  endured  that  wrath  which  we  hid 
dcferved  ;  made  an  atonement  for  thofe  fins  which 
we  had  committed  ;  and  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  his 
life,  by  the  efficacy  of  his  fuflferings,  by  the  merit*  of 


414  SERMON     IXiV. 

his  death,  he  fatisfied  the  juftice  of  God  ;  he  blotted 
out  the  fins  of  the  world ;  he  abolifhed  death ;  he 
purchafed  life ;  he  quenched  the  fire  of  hell,,  and 
opened  the  heavens  for  the  righteous  to  enter  in. 
Thus,  what  the  firft  Adam,  the  man  of  the  earth,  had 
loft,  the  fecond  Adam,  the  Lord  from  heaven,  re- 
ftored  again.  By  the  facrifice  of  himfelf,  which  we 
are  this  day  to  commemorate,  he  ranfomed  us  from 
deftrudion  ;  by  his  death  upon  the  crofs,  of  which 
we  are  this  day  to  renew  the  memorials,  he  pur- 
chafed the  life  of  the  world.  -— -^ 

Yes,  O  Chriftian  !  the  ranfom  was  paid.  While 
thoufands  of  rains,  and  ten  thoufand  rivers  of  oil 
were  infuflicient,  a  price  of  higher  value  was  given ; 
while  the  blood  of  bulls,  and  of  goats,  and  the  cat- 
tle upon  a  thoufand  hills,  were  unavailable,  a  facri- 
fice of  greater  efficacy  was  offered  up.  The  fuad 
of  heaven  was  exhaufted  ;  the  treafures  o^-  eternity- 
were  beftowed  ;  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God  was 
fhed  upon  the  crofs. — Yes,  O  Chriflian  !  the  ranfom 
was  paid.  Liberal  to  you  is  the  divine  benignity.; 
free  to  you  tlie  blefTmg  of  life  flows.  .  But  the  an- 
guifli  which  thy  Redeemer  felt,  when  his  foul  was 
exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto  death  J  the  groans 
whicli.he  uttered  }  the  tears  which  he  (hcd  ;  the  fears 
which  came  upon  him  in  the  hour  of  darknefs  ;  his 
bloody  fweat  during  his  agony  ;in  this  garden  ;  the 
carneft  prayer  which  he  oflFered  up,.tnat  the  cup  of 
wrath  might  pafs  from  him  for  a  time  ;  his  com- 
plaint of  derelidion  upon  the  crofs,  when  he  cried, 
"  My  Godj  my  God,  why  hafl  thou  forfaken  me  ?'* 
Thefe  teftify  at  what  a  price  the  bleffing  was  bought. 
Yes,  O  Chriftian  !  the  ranfom  was  paid;     When 
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this  a'wful  event  was  tranfafting ;  when  the  great 
hour  of  facrifice  was  folemnizing,  aftoniihment  feiz- 
ed  the  world.  All  nature  laboured  in  expeftation, 
when  the  eternal  life  of  her  children  was  procuring. 
An  earthquake  rent  afunder  the  rocks,  and  (hook 
the  earth  from  its  foundations.  The  fun,  beyend 
the  courfe  of  nature,  fuffered  eclipfe  in  the  heavens  ; 
unufual  darknefs,  at  noon,  overfpread  the  nations  ; 
'  the  invifible  world,  through  all  its  manfions,  felt 
that  tremendous  hour.  The  dead  arofe  from  the 
grave.  With  aftonifhment  the  hoft  of  heaven  look- 
ed down.  Man  alone,  for  whom  thefe  wonders 
were  wrought,  man  alone  was  an  unconcerned  fpec- 
tator  of  the  event. — Yes,  O  Chriftian  !  the  ranfom 
was  paid.  Behold  the  viftim  led  to  the  facrifice, 
patient,  uncomplaining,  mariing  the  way  with  his 
own  blood.  Who  is  it  they  drag  like  a  murderer 
to  Mount  Calvary  ?  Who  is  it  they  are  ftretching  on 
a  crofs,  and  nailing  to  the  accurfed  tree  ?  Prince  of 
life  !  Lord  of  glory  !  Saviour  of  men  !  Great  High. 
Prieft  of  the  world!  we  cannot  call  upon  thee  to 
come  down  from  the  crofs,  for  thou  art  now  pur- 
chafing  eternal  life  for  us  !r— Yes,  O  Chriftian  !  the 
ranfom  was  paid.  The  facrifice  which  was  offered 
up,  was  accepted  by  God.  Jefus,  before  he  bowed 
upon  the  crofs,  cried  oat,  **  It  is  finifhed.**  As  a 
full  confirmation  that  the  merit  of  his  facrifice  was 
available  to  purchafe  everlafting  life,  he  rofe  from 
the  dead  on  the  third  day,  and  is  now  afcended  up 
on  high,  to  take  poffeflion  of  thofe  heavens  he  hath 
purchafed  for  his  people,  and  is  j^ow  preparing  a 
place  for  them  in  thofe  manfions,  >»mch  are  in  hfc 
Father's  houfe.  "^ 
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In  the  third  place,  as  the  King  of  the  world,  he 
fetS  before  us  the  path  that  leads  to  life  eternal. 

Having,  as  a  Prophet,  opened  up  a  future  world 
to  mortal  view  ;  having,  as  a  Prieft,  purchafed  life 
eternal  in  that  future  world,  as  a  King  be  marks 
out  the  way  by  which  we  may  afcend  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  that  eternal  life  which  he  hath  purchafed 
for  us.  The  gate  of  heaven  is  fet  open,  by  his 
blood  ;  but  they  alone  who  walk  in  the  path  which 
he  hath  appointed  fliall  enter  in.  You  come  to 
thefe  tables,  not  only  to  receive  inftruftion  from 
Jefu«  as  a  Prophet,  not  only  to  profefs  your  faith  in 
him  as  a  Prieft,  but  alfp  to  recognife  his  authority 
as  a  Legiitator,  and  to  vow  obedience  to  bim  as  a 
King. 

One  of  his  firft  appearances  on  earth  was  in  his  le- 
giilative  capacity.     One  of  the  firft  a£ks  of  his  minif- 
try  was  to  pubtifh  a  fyftem  of  laws  for  regolating  the 
life  of  his  difciples.     Mofes  is  celebrated  for  having 
been  faithful  in  his  houfe,  and  for   having  ordered 
every  thing  in  his  tabernacle,  according  to  the  pat- 
tern fhowed  him  in  the  mount.     No  lefs  faithful  in 
Jiis  houfe  was  the  Prophet  like  unto  Mofes,  the  Min- 
ifter  of  the  true  tabernacle  which  the  Lord  pitched, 
and  not  man.     He  hath  given  us  the  purell  and 
moft  efFeftive  precepts,  for  the  regulation  of  our  life. 
He  hath  pointed  out  our  duty  in  every  inftatice  with 
fuch  clearnefs,  that  he  that  runneth  may  read.     The 
King  of  that  future  world  which  he  hath  purchafed 
by  his  death,  hath  madfe  the  path  that  I^ds  to  it,  not 
only  plain  but  luihihous. 

It  fliall  come  to  pafs  in  thofe  days,  fjrfth  the  Proph- 
et Ifaiah,  (defcribing  the  times  of  the  Miffiah),  that 
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the  **  eyes  of  the  bKnd  fhall  be  opened,  the  ears  of 
^'  the  deaf  ihaH  be  unftopped ;  the  laoie  fhall  leap 
^^  as  an  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  (liail  fing. 
"  For  in  the  wildernefs  ihali  waters  break  out,  and 
**  ftreams  in  the  defert. — And  a  highway  Ihall  be 
"  there,  and  it  fliall  be  called  the  way  of  holinefs  j 
"  the  unclean  fhall  not  pafs  over  it ;  but  the  redeem- 
**  ed  fliall  walk  there,  and  wayfaring  men,  though 
**  fools,  fhall  not  err  therein,**  Such  is  the  perfec- 
tion of  the  Chriftian  law;  fuch  the  purity  ofthofe 
morals  which  Jefus  delivered ;  fuch  the  beauty  of  the 
Gofpel,  as  a  rule  of  life,  as  to  have  gained  the  love 
and  admiration  of  many  who  have  difbelieved  its 
docbrines.  But  he  gave  them  a  flill  higher  luflre  by 
his  example.  The  perfedion  of  the  Chriflian  law, 
the  purity  of  thofe  morals  which  Jefus  delivered,  the 
beauty  of  the  Gofpel,  as  a  rule  of  life,  appear  no 
where  to  fuch  advantage,  as  in  the  life  of  our  Lord. 
There  you  contemplate  holinefs,  not  as  a  dead  let* 
ter,  but  as  a  living  form ;  fubflantial,  prefent,  fpeak- 
ing  to  the  world.  He  trode  before  you  the  path 
that  leads  to  heaven.  It  is  pointed  out  by  his  pre- 
cepts ;  it  is  marked  by  his  example ;  it  is  confecrated 
by  his  blood. 

Would  you  learn  what  virtue  is,  would  you  be  in 
"love  with  virtue,  would  you  pradife  virtue,  contem- 
plate the  life  of  Jefus  j  fludy  the  life  of  Jefus  j  imi- 
tate the  life  of  Jefus.  He  to  whom  the  Jews  prefer- 
red a  robber  and  a  murderer,  was  fairer  in  his  life 
than  the  fons  of  men,  and  purer  in  his  heart  than  the . 
angels  of  God.  That  head  which  they  crowned  with 
thorns,  was  ever  intent  on  benevolent  deeds,  and  at 
that  very  moment  of  time  meditated  their  good. 
£  £e 
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Thofe  feet  which  they  bound  to  the  crofs,  went  a« 
bout  on  errands  of  mercy.  Thofe  hapds  which  they 
nailed  to  the  accurfed  tree,  were  lifted  up  in  devo- 
tion to  God,  or  ftretched  out  in  beneficence  to  men. 
Jefus,  through  his  whole  life,  marked  out  the  path 
which  leads  to  the  heavens.  Walk  in  that  path^ 
Ghriftians  !  You  (hall  arrive  at  heaven ;  and  be  of 
that  happy  number,  who  are  to  inhabit  the  manfions 
prepared  for  you,  by  Him  who  is  ^^  the  refurredioa 
«andthcUfe." 


V 


LECTURE      I* 


Psalm  i. 

t  Bhffed  u  the  man  thai  tualieth  not  In  the  eounfel  of  the  ungodly ^ 
morjtandeth  in  the  way  ofjinaeri^  norJUteth  in  thefeai  ofthefiomful, 

%  But  hie  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lordf  and  in  hie  law  doth  he 
mediate  day  and  night. 

3  jind  hejball  le  Uke  a  treeplaided  hy  the  rivers  of  water,  that  brings 
4th  forth  his  fruit  in  his  feafon  ;  hit  leaf  alfo  fhall  not  wither,  a^ 
wbatfoeverhe  doth  fhall  prof  per. 

4  The  ungodly  are  not  fo  :  but  are  Rke  the  chaff'  which  the  wind 
driveth  away. 

5  Therefore  the  ungodly  fhall  not  fiand  in  thejudgmeM,  norfinners  in 
the  congregation  of  the  righteous. 

6  For  the  Lord  knoweth  the  way  of  the  righteous  :  but  the  way  of 
the  ungodly  fhall  peri/h. 

Christians  and  Brethren!  The 
mbft  critical  period  of  human  life  is  when  we  fet  out  . 
into  the  world.  Frequently  the  firft  ftep  is  decifive. 
The  young  adventurer,  fet  free  from  the  authority 
of  parents  and  of  guardians,  becomes  his  own  mafter, 
and  follows  his  own  inclination.     It  is  then  that  he 

*  A  Lkcturb  is  aftated  part  in  the  Moknino  Sirticb  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  and  follows  immediately  after  the  firft  prayer.  The  minifter  reads 
'  fomepaiiage  of  Scripture,  confifting  for  the  moft  part  of  i  confiderible  number 
of  Terfes  \  thefe  he  fucccQively  explains,  and,  where  neceflary,  iUuftrates  them, , 
not  only  from  the  context,  but  both  from  facred  and  profane  hiftory.  Befides 
making  obfcrvations  upon  each  vet£cy  he  genenlly,  upon  concluding,  draws  mor- 
al inferences  from  the  whole* 

It  is  obvious,  that  the  pra^Kce  of  Lbctokino  muft,  on  thofe  accounts,  not  on- 
ly giire  fcope  to  the  learning  of  the  preacher,  and  to  his  talent  for  bringing  many 
particulars  into  one  or  a  few  points  of  view ;  but  muft  tend,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
make  the  people  more  acquainted  with  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  and  to  derive,  froA 
the  eiqperiaice  of  paft  times,  very  ufefol  inftrndiobs  with  regard  to  life. 
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begins  to  form  his  charafter  ;  and  the  charafter  that 
}$  then  formed  generally  lafts  through  life.  Man- 
kind for  the  mod  part  continue  in  the  fame  path  in 
"which  they  fet  out.  The  paffions  of  youth  may  re- 
fign  to  the  paffions  of  age,  and  one  fet  of  vices  or  o£ 
virtues  give  place  to  thofe  of  a  fimilar  kind ;  but 
feldom  does  the  formed  charader  undergo  an  eiOen- 
tial  change.  Our  firft  fteps  ought  therefore  to  be 
ordered  with  the  greateft  care  and  deliberation,  as 
upon  them,  in  a  great  meafure,  depends  not  only  our 
prefent,  but  alfo  our  eternal  happinefs. 

It  was  with  a  defign  to  dire£k  us  in  this  important 
period,  that  the  Pfalm  before  us  was  written ;  in 
which  the  pra&ice  of  righteoufnefs  is  recommended, 
notpnly  from  the.  advantages  attending  it  in  this  life, 
and  in  that  which  is  to  come,  but  likewife  from  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  fin  to  embitter  our  earthly  en- 
joyments, and  to  render  us  unqualified  for  inherit- 
ing the  joys  of  heaven.  The  gradual  deviation  of  a 
finner  from  the  onward  path  of  virtue,  till  he  is  in- 
extricably bewildered  in  the  infidious  mazes  and 
winding  ways  of  iniquity,  are  here  mofl:  beautifully 
defcribed. 

The  firft  ftep  in  reality,  though  it  be  the  fecond  in 
the  defcription,  is.  He  Jiandeth  in  the  way  af  firmer s. 
Frequenting  the  company  of  the  wicked  is  a  certain 
introduftion  to  a  life  of  wickednefs.  Mankind  are 
oftener  led  aftray  by  the  company  of  the  profligate 
than  by  their  own  depraved  inclinations.  This  un- 
happy bias  to  ^fTociate  with  the  profane  arifes  from 
two  caufes,  which  operate  powerfully  on  the  minds 
of  inexperienced  youth.  The  firft  is  that  rigorouf- 
nefs  and  aufterity  which  fome  gloomy-minded  Chrif- 
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tians  attach  to  their  religion.  There  are  many  per- 
fons  of  fuch  an  unhappy  conftitution,  as  to  indulge 
themfelves  in  perpetual  morofenefs  and  melancholy. 
Thofe  fons  of  forrow  turn  every  houfc  into  a  houfe 
of  mourning,  and  behave  in  life  as  if  it  were  one  of 
their  principles,  that  mirth  was  made  for  reprobates, 
and  cheerfulnefs  of  heart  denied  to  all  thofe  who 
have  the  bed  title  to  be  cheerful.  My  brethren, 
there  is  no  connexion ;  God  and  nature  have  eSab- 
Itflied  no  connection,  between  fan£tity  of  ch&rafter 
and  feverity  of  manners.  To  rejoice  evermore,  is 
not  only  the  privilege,  but  is  alfo  the  duty  of  a 
Chriftian.  A  cheerful  temper  is  a  perpetual  hymn 
to  the  Divinity.  A  gloomy  caft  of  mind  is  not  only 
a  certain  fource  of  mifery  and  difcontent,  but  is  re- 
ally in  itfelf  finful,  by  deterring  others  from  a  holy 
life,  by  reprefenting  religion  in  an  unfavourable  and 
forbidding  light,  as  if  it  conjured  up  a  fpirit  to  dark- 
en the  face  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  to  trouble 
the  peace  and  the  harmony  of  nature,  and  to  banifh 
gladnefs  from  the  circle  of  human  fociety.  Very  op- 
pofite  is  the  condud;  of  the  votaries  of  vice.  To  be- 
tray unwary  innocence  into  their  fnares,  they  put  on 
the  mafk  of  mirth  ;  they  counterfeit  gladnefs  amidft 
the  horrors  of  guilt,  and  borrow  the  accents  of 
pleaftire,  and  theair  of  joy.  "Let  us  crown  our- 
"  felves  with  rofebuds,*'  fay  they,  «  let  us  crown 
*'  ourfelves  with  rofebuds  before  they  be  withered, 
*'  let  no  flower  of  the  fpring  pafs  away,  let  us  devote 
**  the  prefent  moments  to  joy,  and  give  thought  and 
"  care  to  the  winds.**  By  their  flattery  and  fair 
fpeeches,  too  often  are  the  innocent  enfnared.  They 
mark  the  fair  attire,  and  the  fmiles  upon  the  cheek 
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of  the  deceiver,  Senfual  pleafure ;  but  they  difcern 
not,  till  too  late,  the  pains,  the  difeafes,  and  the  de« 
ftruftion  that  follow  in  her  train.    They  difcern  not  ' 
that  her  fteps  lead  down  to  the  grave,' and  that  her 
bower  i$  an  antichamber  to  hell. 

There  is  a  fecond  caufe  which  has  often  been 
known  to  make  men  afibciate  with  the  profane,  and 
that  is,  an  opinion  that  wickednefs,  particularly 
fome  kinds  of  it,  are  manly  and  becoming  ;  that 
diflblutenefs,  infidelity,  and  blafphemy,  are  indica- 
tions  of  a  fprightly  and  a  ftrong  mind.  By  the  moft 
unhappy  of  all  aflbciations,  they  join  together  the 
ideas  of  religion  and  dulnefs ;  and  if  they  have  a 
good  opinion  of  a  man's  faith  and  his  morals,  they 
are  led  to  have  a  very  badoneof  his  under ftanding. 
This  opinion,  although  it  has  gained  ground  where 
it  might  not  have  been  expeded,  is  without  founda- 
tion in  nature  or  in  fa&.  Some  inftances  there  may 
have  been  of  great  men  who  have  been  irregular  ; 
but  the  experience  of  ages  is  on  the  other  fide. 
Thofe  who  have  (hone  in  all  ages  as  the  lights  of 
the  world ;  the  mofl:  celebrated  names  that  are  re- 
corded in  the  annals  of  fame.;  legiflators,  the  foun- 
ders of  dates,  and  the  fathers  of  their  country,  on 
whom  fucceeding  ages  have  looked  back  with  filial 
reverence ;  patriots,  the  guardians  of  the  laws,  who 
have  ftemmed  the  torrent  of  corruption  in  every  age  ; 
heroes,  the  faviours  of  their  country,  who  have  re- 
turned vidorious  from  the  field  of  battle,  or  more 
than  victorious,  who  have  died  for  their  country  ; 
philofophers,  who  have  opened  the  book  of  nature, 
and  explained  the  wonders  of  almighty  power ; 
bards,  who  hav€  fung  the  praifes  of  virtue  and  of  vir- 
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tuous  men,  whofe  ftrains  carry  them  down  to  im- 
mortality ;  with  a  few  exceptions,  have  been  uni« 
formly  on  the  fide  of  goodnefs,  and  have  been  as 
diftingui^ed  in  the  temple  of  virtue  as  they  were  iU 
luftrious  in  the  temple  of  fame.  It  was  one  of  the 
maxims  which  governed  their  lives,  that  there  is 
nothing  in  nature  which  can  compenfate  wickednels; 
that  although  the  rewards  and  pu^ifhments,  which 
influence  illiberal  and  ungenerous  minds,  were  fee 
afide }  that  although  the  thunders  of  the  Almighty 
were  hufhed,  and  the  gates  of  paradife  were  open 
no  more,  they  would  follow  religion  and  virtue  for 
their  own  fake,  and  co-operate  with  eternal  Provi- 
dence  in  perpetual  endeavours  to  favour  the  good^ 
to  deprefs  the  bad,  and  to  promote  the  happineis  of 
the  whole  creation. 

The  fecond  ftage  in  the  perverfion  of  a  finner,  is 
walking  nfier  the  counfsl  oftb^  ungodly.  It  is  a  maxim 
eftabliihed  by  the  fad  experience  of  ages,  that  evil 
communication  corrupts  good  manners.  The  pow- 
er of  nature  and  of  confcience,  and  the  influence  of 
a  religious  education,  may,  for  a  while,  withftand  the 
ihock,  but  thefe  gradually  will  be  overpowered,  and 
yield  to  the  impetuofky  of  the  torrent.  Hence  foU 
low  the  painful  ftruggles  between  reafon  and  the  fen« 
fes,  between  confcience  and  Jnclination,  which  con- 
ilitute  a  ftate  of  the  utmoft  mifery  ;yid  torment. 
Such  perfons,  when  they  are  caroufing^in  the  gay 
circle  of  their  acquaintance,  when  the  blood  is  warm, 
and  the  fpirits  high,  will  then  go  all  lengths  with 
their  fellow-debauchees,  and  give  a  loofe  to  every 
wanton  and  every  wicked  defire.  But  when  the 
fumes  of  intoxication  have  forfaken  the  aching  head ; 
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vhaa  the  calm  forenoon  hour  of  refledion  camtSf 
then  confcience,  faithful  to  its  truft,  fummons  them 
to  her  awful  bar,  fills  them  with  confiiiion  and  re« 
morfe,  and  condemns  them  to  the  fevereft  of  all  tor- 
lures,  to  be  extended  on  the  rack  of  refledioa,  to 
lie  upon  the  torture  of  the  mind.  This  is  a  ftate  in 
which  great  part  of  mankind  live  and  die*  They 
have  as  much  corruption  as  to  lead  them  to  the  com- 
miiEon  of  new  fins,  and  as  much  religion  as  to 
awaken  in  them  remorfe  for  thefc  fins.  They  re- 
pent  of  their  old  vicious  pleafures,  and  at  the  iame 
time  are  laying  plans  for  new  ones,  and  make  their 
lives  one  continued  courfe  of  finning  and  reftenting^ 
of  tranfgreflion  and  remorfe. 

The  third  and  laft  ftage  of  impiety  hjittmg  in  the 
chair  of  the /corner^  or  laughing  at  all  religioaand  vir- 
tue. This  is  a  pitch  of  diabolical  attainment,  to 
which  few  arrive.  It  requires  a  double  portion  of 
the  infernal  fpirit,  and  a  long  experience  in  the 
myftery  of  iniquity,  to  become  callous  to  every  fenle 
of  religion,  of  virtue,  and  of  honor  ;  to  throw  off  the 
authority  of  nature,  of  confcieoce,  and  of  God;  to 
overleap  the  barrier  of  laws  divine  and  human ;  and 
,  to  endeavour  to  wreft  the  bc^t  from  the  red  right- 
hand  of  the  Omnipotent.  Difficult  as  the  achieve* 
ment  is,  we  fee  it  fometimes  effeded.  We  have  feen 
perfons  whc^have  gloried  in  their  fhame,  and  boaftt 
ed  of  being  vicious  for  the  fake  of  vice*  Such  char** 
aders  are  monfters  in  the  moral  world.  Figure  to 
yourfelves,  my  brethren,  the  anguifh,  the  horror^ 
rhe  mirery,the  damnation,  fuch  a  perfon  muft  endure, 
who  mud  confider  himfelf  in  a  ftate  of  enmity  with 
heaven  and  with  earth  ;  who  has  no  pleafant  reflec* 
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tioB8.from  the  pad,  no  peace  in  theprefent,  no  hopes 
froQi  the  future ;  who  muft  confider  himfelf  as  a  foli* 
tary  being  in  the  world;  wrho  has  no  friends  without  to 
pour  balm  in  the  cup  of  bitternefs  he  is  doomed  to 
drink  J  who  has  no  friend  above  to  comfort  him, 
when  there  is  none  to  help ;  and  who  has  nought 
within  him  to  compenfjaite  for  that  irreparable  and 
irredeemable  lofs.  Such  a  perfon  is  as  miferable  as 
he  is  wicked*  He  is  infenfible  to  every  emotion  of 
friend&ip ;  he  Is  loft  to  all  fenjie  of  honor ;  he  is 
feared  to  every  feeling  of  virtue. 

In  the  clafs  of  thofe  who  fit  in  the  chair  of  the 
fcorner,  we  may  include  the  whole  race  of  infidels, 
who  mifemploy  the  engines  of  reafon  or  of  ridicule 
to  overthrow  the  Chriftian  religion.  Were  the  dif- 
pute  concerning  a  fyftem  of  fpeculative  opinions, 
which  of  themfelves  were  of  no  importance  to  the 
faappinefs  of  mankind,  it  would  be  uncharitable  to 
include  them  all  under  this  cenfure.  But  on  the 
Chriftian  religion,  no^  only  the  happinefs  but  the 
virtue  of  mankind  depends.  It  is  an  undoubted  fad, 
that  religion  is  the  ftrongeft  priqciple  of  virtue  with 
all  men,  and  with  nine-tenths  of  mankind  is  the  on- 
ly principle  -of  virtue.  Any  attempt  therefore  to  de- 
ftroy  it,  muft  be  confidered  as  an  attempt  againft  the 
jiappinefs  and  againft  the  virtue  of  the  humankind. 
If  the  heathen  philofophers  did  not  attempt  to  fubvert 
the  falfe  religion  of  their  country,  but,  on  the  con* 
trary,  gave  it  the  fanfkion  of  their  eumple,  becaufe, 
bad  as  it  was,  it  had  confiderable  influence  on  the 
manners  of  the  people,  and  was  better  than  no  re* 
ligion  at  all,  what  fhame,  what  contempt,  what  infa« 
my,  ought  they  to  incur,  who  endeavour  to  over* 
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throw  a  religion  which  contains  the  nobleft  ideas  of 
-the  Deity,  and  the  pureft  fyAem  of  morals,  that  ev- 
ter  were  taught  upon  earth  ?    He  is  a  traitor  to  his     i 
country ;  be  is  ^  traitor  to  the  human  kind ;  he  is  a     ' 
traitor  to  Heaven,  who  abufes  the  talents  that  God 
has  given  him,  in  impious  attempts  to  wage  war 
kgaind  Heaven,  and  to  undermine  that  fyftem  of  re- 
ligion, which,  of  all  things,  is  the  beft  adapted  to  pro- 
mote the  happinefs  and  the  perfedion  of  the  human 
kind.     Bleflfed  then  is  the  man  who  hath  not  brought 
himfelf  into  this  finful  and  miferable  ftate,  who  hath 
held  faft  his  innocence  and  integrity  in  the  midft 
of  a  degenerate  world  ;  or  if,  in  fome  unguarded 
hour,  he  hath  been  betrayed  into  an  imprudent  ftep,or 
overtaken  in  a  fault,  hath  made  ample  amends  for  his 
folly  by  a  life  of  penitence  and  of  piety. 

Verse  2.  His  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord. 
He  makes  religion  and  virtue  the  grand  bufineis  of 
his  life,  and  his  bufinefs  becomes  his  delight.  He 
does  not  take  it  up  occafionalljp;  and  by  fits  and  ftartd^ 
it  is  his  employment  day  and  night.  In  the  morning 
he  rifeth  with  the  fun,  and  Joins  with  the  choir  of 
angels  and  archangels  in  celebrating  the  great  Crea- 
tor. He  looks  around  him  with  a  pious  pleafure  on 
the  living  landfcape  which  the  hand  of  the  Almigh- 
ty hath  drawn  for  his  delight,  and  he  adores  that^ 
benevolent  power  who  makes  all  nature  beauty  to 
his  eye,  and  mufic  to  his  ear  ;  but  he  has  a  felrer 
profped  within,  than  nature  can  furniih  without,  and 
the  ftill  fmall  voice  of  confcience  whifpers  peace  to 
his  heart  in  fweeter  (trains  than  all  the  mufic  of  the 
morning,  which  hails  him  on  every  fide.  With  a 
cheer^  and  a  grateful,  heart,  he  contemplates  the 
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\ronders  of  creating  bounty,  he  recollefts  the  inftaiiP 

ces  of  preferving  goodnefs,  and  he  traces  the  anrfif}^ 

of  redeeming  love.     He  looks  through  the  veit^ofj 

created  things,  and  raifes  his  thoughts  from  fflifi^ 

world  to  that  ftate  of  happinefs  and  immortality  wlii^h^ 

is  referved  for  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perftSi^ 

His  religion  does  not  confill  in  contemplation  alcih£^ 

He  goeth  about  doing  good.    He  inftrufks  the  i^W 

rant  in  the  light  that  leads  to  heaven  ;  he  pours'flii^ 

balm  of  confolation  into  the  wounded  mind  ;  ^n3' 

he  wipe*  the  tears  from  the  cheeks  of  the  diftrelfed. 

He  diftinguiihes  every  day  with  fome  good,  ^tiMtf 

memorable  deed ;  and  he   retires  to  reft  with  ^flUfl? 

inward,  ferene,  and  heartfelt  joy,  that  fober  certaJfi^^ 

of  blifs,  which  is  only  to  be  iFound  in  a  life  of  !i6l^^' 

nefs  and  of  piety.  ^  '^ « ^J T 

Versb  3.  Andhejhall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by^'^^k^ 

riwrs  of  water ^  that  bringeth  forth  his  fruit  in  hiif/M*^ 

fon  ;  his  ledfdlfo  fljall  not  wither y  and  whatfoenkif^^hi^ 

doth  Jhall  prof  per.     A  tree  planted  by  the   riverfe^ 

water,  is  a  beautiful  objeft  in  al!  nations ;  but  ^d^fh©' 

Jews,  who  lived  in  a  hot  country,  and  were  fedri^ft*" 

ed  with  the  heat  of  the  fun,  it  was  an  object  bbth  <^^ 

fignal  beauty  and  of  fignal  utility,  by  affording  iJlcW 

a  Ihadow  from  the  heat.     Hence,  when  they  deferfBi* 

mankind  in  their  happieft  ftate,  they  reprefenf^tKeinf^ 

as  fitting  under  their  vines  and  their  fig-trees.;  I'hJs^ 

allufion  expreffeth  well  the  flourilhing  ftate  ^Gf^hfe^ 

righteous  man.    Planted  in  the  garden  of  hxi'^aii^^ 

and  watered  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  his  leaf  \i  ^F 

green,  and  he  brings  forth  the  fruits  of  rightebfif- 

nefs  in  due  feafon.    His  goodnefs  is  libera^F  MS^' 

unconfined,  and  his  beneficence  is  ihared  p^6ffi9^^ 
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cuoufly  by  friends  and  foes.  He  is  clothed  -mth 
righteoufnefs,  and  his  judgment  is  a  robeand  a  dia- 
dem. The  ear  that  hears  him  bleffeth,  and  the  eye 
that  fees  him  gives  witnefs  to  him,  becaufe  he  deliv- 
ereth  the  poor,  the  fatherlefs,  and  them  that  have 
none  to  help.  He  is  eyes  to  the  blind.  He  is  feet 
tb  the  lame.  The  loins  of  the  naked  ble£s  him. 
The  bleffing  of  him  that  is  ready  to  peiifli  comes 
upon  him,  and  he  caufes  the  widow's  heart  to  j&ng 
for  joy. 

JIl  he  dotbjhallprffper  well.  Among  the  Jews,  to 
whom  this  Pfalm  was  addreffed,  this  held  invariably 
true.  There  was  a  particular  difpenfation  of  provi* 
dence  exercifed  towards  that  people,  diftributipg 
temporal  rewards  to  righteoufnefs,  and  temporal 
puniihments  to  (in.  In  the  ordinary  courfe  of  prov- 
idence now,  this  does  not  always  hold.  Succefs  and 
difappointment  are  adminiftered  varioufly  to  the 
fons  of  men.  But  (till,  in  all  his  endeavours,  the 
good  man  bids  the  faireft  for  fuccefs.  While  he  ads 
in  charader,  he  will  attempt  nothing  but  what  is  juft 
and  honorable  in  itfelf,  or  beneficial  to  the  interdts 
of  fociety ;  he  will  always  have  the  good  wifiies  of 
mankind  on  his  Me.  And  although  he  (hould  fome* 
times  be  difappointed,  the  confciouihefs  of  his  good 
intentions  will  keep  his  mind  at  eafe,  and  his  faith 
in  the  good  providence  of  his  heavenly  Father,  will 
fill  him  with  a  contentment  and  peace  of  mind,  that 
is  a  ftranger  to  the  bread:  of  the  wicked  man,  even 
when  he  obtains  his  wl(hes. 

Versb  4.     The  ungodfyarenof/o  :  But  are  like  the  * 
chaff' which  the  wind  drivetb  away.    ThePtaimift  hits 
upon  the  diflinguifbing  feature  in  the  chara&er  of  a 
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wieked  man.  He  never  s^ds  upon  a  plan.  He  lives 
and  ads  at  randam.  He  has  no  rule  for  his  life  but 
the  veerings  of  paflion.  Prefent  gratification  being 
his  only  object,  diiFerent  and  contrary  paflions  folicit 
him  at  the  fame  time*  One  appetite  faith  unto  him. 
Go,  and  he  goeth,  another  fays.  Come,  and  he  com- 
eth.  The  ilave  of  fenfe,  and  the  fport  of  paffion,  he 
is*  driven  to  and  fro  like  the  chaff*  before  the  whirl- 
wind, and  his  life  is  one  continued  fcene  of  levity, 
inconfiftency  and  folly. 

Verses '5.  and  6.  Therefore  thfi  ungodly  Jhall  not 
ftand  in  the  judgment^  nor  Jinners  in  the  congregation  of 
the  righteous. — For  the  Lord  knoweth  the  way  of  the 
righteous  :  But  the  way  of  the  ungodly  Jhall  perijh. 
Xhe  miferies  which  the  wicked  endure  here,  are  but 
the  beginning  of  their  forrows.  That  God,  whofe 
grace  they  abufed,  whofe  mercy  they  undervalued, 
and  whofe  power  they  defpifed,  is  now  their  awful 
and  inexorable  Judge.  The  wicked  have  no  caufe 
to  complain  of  the  fentence  that  is  pafled  upon  them. 
They  have  brought  it  upon  their  own  heads.  They 
have  been  the  inftruments  c^  their  own  ruin.  They 
have  brought  themfelves  into  a  iituation  in  which  it 
is  impc^ble  for  them  to  be  happy.  Let  us  fuppofe 
them  to  be  admitted  into  the  company  of  the  bleifed, 
thfiir  fituation  would  be  ftill  deplorable.  Theiy 
would  pine  in  the  manfions  of  blifs,  and  fearch  for 
heaven  in  the  midft  of  paradife.  We  may  venture 
to  £iy,  that  it  is  even  impoffible  for  Omnipotence  to 
make  a  wicked  man  happy ;  it  implies  an  exprefs 
contradidion.  They  have  put  themfelves  out  of  the 
reach  of  divine  mercy,  and  become  what  the  Scrip- 
ture moft  emphatically  calls,  ^*  Veffels  of  wrath  fit- 
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«  ted  for  dcftrudion."  "  Therefore  they  &all  not 
"  (land  in  the  judgment.*'  The.  poor  and  diftreflfed 
whom  they  refufed  to  relieve,  the  widow  and  the 
£sitherlefe  whom  they  oppreifed,  the  innocent  whom 
they  injured,  the  unhappy  wretches  whom,  by  their 
artifices,  they  betrayed  into  the  paths  of  deftru&ion, 
ihall  rife  up  and  witnefs  againft  them.  Their  own 
hearts  will  condemn  them.  The  final  fentence  is 
pronounced,  they  ar^  driven  from  the  preTence  of  the 
Lord,  they  are  cafl:  into  outer  darknefs,  where  the 
worm  dieth  not,  where  the  fire  is  never  quenched, 
and  it  had  been  happy  for  them  that  they  had  never 
been  born. 

I  (hail  conclude  with  one  reflection.  You  fee,  my 
brethren,  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  a  life  <^ 
wickedn'efs  is  gradual  and  progreflive.  One  crimin- 
al indulgence  lays  the  foundation  for  another,  till, 
by  degrees,  the  whole  fuper-ftru£ture  of  iniquity  is 
complete.  When  the  fmner  has  once  put  forth  his 
hand  to  the  forbidden  fruit,  and  thinks  that  he  can 
tafte  and  live,  he  returns  with  greater  and  greater 
avidity  to  repeat  his  crimes,  till  the  poifon  ipreads 
through  all  his  veins,  and  all  the  balm  of  Gilead  be 
ineflfedual  for  his  cure.  Fly  therefore,  I  call  upon 
you  hi  the  name  of  Heaven,  fly,  from  the  approach- 
ing foe.  Guard  your  innocence  as  you  would  guard 
your  life.  If  you  advance  one  ftep  over  the  verge  of 
virtue,  unlefs  the  grace  of  Heaven  interpofe,  down 
you  fmk  to  the  bottomlefs  abyfs.  Come  not  then 
near  the  territories  of  danger.  Stand  back.  One 
fin  indulged,  gathers  ftrength  and  abounds ;  it  in« 
creafes,  it  multiplies,  it  familiarizes  itfelf  with  our 
frame,  and  introduces  its  whole  brood  of  infernal  in- 
mates, worfe  than  peflilence,  famine  or  fword. 
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1  Thi  earth  Is  the  LortPii  and  the  fuJtuft  thereof;  the  world  4md 
they  that  dwell  therein. 

2  For  he  hath  founded  it  upon  the  feas,  and  e/iah^/hed  it  upon  the 
foods, 

3  Wbojbatt  afcendinto  the  hill  of  the  Lord?  and  who  JhallJlanJ 
in  bis  holy  place  f 

'4  He  that  hath  clean  hands,  and  a  pure  heart;  who  hath  not  lift  up 
his  foul  unto  vanity,  norfwom  deceitfully, 

5  Hefhall  receive  the  bleffing  from  the  Lord,  and  righteoufnefs  from 
the  God  of  his  fadvation, 

6  This  is  the  generadon  of  them  thai  feet  him,  that  feek  thy  face, OJa- 
cob,     Sekh. 

7  Lift  up  your  beads,  0  ye  gates,  and  be  ye  lift  up,  ye  everlajing 
doors,  and  the  King  of  glory  /hall  come  in, 

1  HIS  Pfalm  was  compofed  when  Da- 
vid removed  the  ark  of  the  covenant  from  the  houfe 
of  Obededom  to  Jerufalem.  But  though  it  was  com* 
pofed  for  that  occafion,  it  is  evident^  from  the  latter 
part  of  it)  that  it  was  uhimately  intended  for  that 
more  illuftrious  event,  when  Solomon  transferred  ' 
the  ark  from  the  tabernacle  into  the  temple  which 
he  had  built.  As  David  was  not  only  the  Poet,  but 
■alfo  thePrpphet  of  God,  he  forefaw  the  future  events 
of  the  Church,  by  the  infpiration  of  the  Divine  Spir- 
it }  and  by  the  fame  infpiration,  he  compofed  fong» 
and  pieces  of  mufic  adapted  to  thefe  events.  Thefe 
he  committed  to  Afaph,  Hemon,  and  Jeduthum,  the 
prefers  of  facred  poetry,  to  be  fung  as  opportunities 
required* 
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The  occafion  of  this  pfalm  is  one  of  the  grandeft 
and  molt  illuftrious  that  any  where  occurs  in  hiftory. 
Solomon,  by  the  divine  diredioh,  had  now  finifhed 
the  temple,  that  fuperb  monument  of  oriental  mag- 
nificence and  glory,  which  drew  the  princes  of  neigh- 
bouring nations  to  come  and  cQntemplate.     The 
feaft  of  tabernacles,  the  mpft  folemn  and  moft  fre- 
quented of  the  Jewiih  feftivals,  was  now  at  hand. 
All  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  from  Dan  to  Beerflieba,  were 
now  aflembled  at  Jerufalem  to  the  feaft.     It  was 
then  that  Solomon  proceeded  to  dedicate  the  temple, 
and  to  fix  the  ark  in  its  appointed  place.     The  pro- 
cef&on  to  the  temple  was  grand  and  triumphant. 
Solomon,  arrayed  in  all  his  glory,  attended  with  the 
elders  of  IfraeU  and  the  heads  of  the  tribes  went  be- 
fore ;  after  him  marched  the  priefts  in  their  facerdo- 
tal  robes,  bearing  the  ark;  to  them  fucceeded  the 
four  thoufand  iacred  muficians,  clothed  in  white, 
robes,  and  divided  into  claffes,  fome  of  themiinging 
with  the  voice,  others  playing  upon  harps  and  trum- 
pets, and  pfalteries  and  cymbals,  and  other  inftru- 
ments  of  mufic ;  behind  them  followed  the  whole 
congregation,  with  palms  in  their  hands,  rejoicing 
and  wondering.     Solomon  had,  on  this  occaiion^ 
made  an  oblation  of  twenty-two  thoufand  oxen,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  iheep,  of  which 
the  Almighty  teftified  his  approbation  and  acceptance, 
by  caufmg  the  facred  fire  to  come  down  anew  from 
heaven,  and  confume  the  facrifice.     llie  Priefts  and 
Levites,  as  they  went   along^  fprinkied  the  ground 
with  the  blood  of  the  vif^ims^  and  perfumed  the  air 
with  frankincenfe  and  fweet  odours.     This^  with  the 
fumes  of  incenfe  which  rofe  in  clouds  from  the  al» 
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tars,  had  diffufed  fuch  a  potent  perfume  through  the 
air,  that  people  at  a  dtilance  refleded  on  the  breath 
they  drew  as  a  celeftial  influence,  and  regarded  the 
ftrains  of  harmony  which  they  heard,  as  fomething 
xnorc  than  mortal ;  aftually  imagining  that  the  God 
of  the  Hebrews  had  defcended  from  his  heaven  to 
take  pofieffioii  of  the  temple  which  they  had  dedicated 
to  his  fervice.  Nor  were  they  miflaken.  For  after' 
the  priefts  had  carried  the  ark  into  th,e  holy  of  hoh'es^ 
had  placed  it  between  the  cherubims,  and  had  rever-- 
ently  withdrawn,  the  cloud  of  divine  glory  defcend- 
ed and  refted  upon  the  houie.  The  Shechinah  or 
divine  prefence  took  up  its  abode  in  the  moft  holy 
place.  Animated  by  this  fublime  occafion,  the 
Pfalmift  begins  his  ode  with  celebrating  the  domin- 
ion of  the  Deity  over  this  vaft  univerfe,  and  all  its 
inhabitants,  and  fetting  forth  their  entire  fubje£tion 
to  his  power  and  providence. 

Verse  li.and  2i  The  earth  is  the  Lord*Sj  and  the 
fulnefs  thereof;  the  worldy  and  they  that  dwell  therein. 
— For  be  hath  founded  it  upon  the  feas^  and  ejiahlijhed 
it  ttpon  the  floods.  *  David  afcertains  the  fovereignty 
of  God  over  the  world,  and  its  fubjediion  to  him, 
from  his  having  created  it  at  firft  ;  from  his  having 
eftablifhed  it  upon  the  feas,  and  founded  it  upon  the 
floods.  By  this  he  oppofes  the  fceptics  and  infidels 
of  thofe  times,  who  withdrew  nature  from  the  Di- 
vinity,  and  denied  the  interpofition  of  Providence  in 
humaxi  affairs :  by  this  he  diflinguiflies  the  God 
whom  he  adored,  from  the  idols  of  the  Gentiles 
around  him,  who  were  confined  to  one  part  or  prov- 
ince of  nature :  by  this  he  endeavours  to  infpire  the 
Jews  with  gratitude  and  lov^  to  their  God  and  King, 
Gog 
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who  chofe  them  from  among  all  the  nations  ^rhom 
he  governs  by  his  providence,  to  be  his  favourite 
people,  the  objed  of  his  particular  providence,  and 
peculiar  loving-kindnefs.  The  Pfalmift  next  deter- 
mines where  that  God  whofe  perfedions  he  had  been 
defcribing  was  to  be  worfliipped,  and  which  of  his 
worfhippers  were  to  be  the  objects  of  his  favour  and 
approbation. 

Verse  3.  Who  Jhall  afcend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord  f 
and  who  Jhall  Jiand  in  his  holy  place  ?  It  was  ufual 
among  the  Jews  to  add  the  name  of  God  to  any 
thing  that  was  great,  that  was  wonderful,  and  of 
which  they  would  give  us  a  high  idea.  Lofty  ce- 
dars in  Scripture,  are  called  the  trees  of  the  Lord : 
high  hills  are  called  the  mountains  of  God :  wine, 
on  account  of  its  generous,  joyous,  and  exhilarating 
qualities,  is  faid  to  cheer  the  heart  of  God  and  man. 
In  this  place,  the  phrafe  is  not  to  be  taken  in  its 
ufual  fenfe.  By  the  hill  of  God,  is  here  meant  the 
hill  of  Zion,  which  the  Almighty  had  chofen  to  be 
the  place  of  his  worfhip,  and  where  he  had  command- 
ed his  temple  to  be  built.  Near  the  fame  traft  of 
ground  there  were  three  hills.  Zion,  where  the  city 
and  caftle  of  David  ftood  j  Moriah,  where  the  tem- 
ple was  built,  and  Calvary,  where  our  Saviour  was 
crucified  ;  but  thefe,  for  the  moft  part,  went  under 
the  general  name  of  Zion.  By  the  phrafes  of  afcend- 
ing  into  the  hill  of  God,  and  {landing  in  his  holy 
place,  the  Pfalmift  would  point  out  the  perfons  who 
are  to  be  admitted  to  worfhip  God  in  his  temple  here, 
and  in  confequence  of  that,  to  be  received  into  the 
temple  of  his  glory  above,  and  to  dwell  for  ever  with 
the  Lord.  We  have  the  charader  and  qualities  of 
thefe  perfons  expreffed  in  the  following  verfe. 
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Versb  4.  He  tbat^  hath  clean  Bhndsj  and  a  pure 
heart  /  who  hath  not  lifted  up  his  foul  urUa  vanity y  nor 
Jworn  deceitftdlj.  It  is  very  obfervable,  that  in  afcer- 
taiaing  the  qualifications  of  the  citizens  of  thefpirit- 
ual  Jerufalem,  the  Pfalmift  does  not  fo  much  as  men- 
tion the  external  obfervances,  the  coftly  and  labori- 
ous rites  of  the  ceremonial  law,  in  which  the  Ifrael- 
ites  generally  prided  themfelves,  but  dwells  alone  on 
the  great  and  eflential  duties  of  morality,  which  are 
of  univerfal  and  eternal  obligation.  The  fond  aflfec- 
tion  and  attachment  of  the  Jews  to  the  rites  and  cer- 
emonies of  the  Mofaic  law,  fo  as  to  negled  other  du- 
ties, is  the  more  remarkable,  as  God,  by  the  mouth 
of  his  Prophets,  frequently  declared  that  he  had  no 
pleafure  in  them,  calling  them  precepts  which  were 
not  good,  and  ftatutes  by  which  a  man  could  not 
live.  In  the  fiftieth  Pfalm,  we  have  an  exprefs  dec- 
laration to  this  purpofe ;  "  Hear,  O  my  people,  and 
"  I  will  fpeak ;  O  Ifrael,  and  I  will  teftify  againfl: 
*'  thee :  I  am  God,  even  thy  God.  I  will  not  reprove 
"  thee  for  thy  facrifices,  or  for  thy  burnt-oflFerings, 
^'  to  have  been  continually  before  me.  I  will  take 
**  no  bullock  out  of  thy  houfe,  nor  he-goats  out  of 
**  thy  folds.  For  every  beaft  of  the  foreft  is  mine, 
^*  and  the  cattle  upon  a  thoufand  hills.  I  know  all 
**  the  fowls  of  the  mountains :  and  the  wild  beafts  of 
*'  the  field  are  mine.  If  I  were  hungry,  I  would  not 
**  tell  thee,  for  the  world  is  mine,  and  the  fulnefs 
"  thereof.  Will  I  eat  the  flefli  of  bulls,  or  drink  the 
**  blood  of  goats  ?  Oflfer  unto  God  thankfgiving, 
"  and  pay  thy  vows  unto  the  Moft  High,  and  call 
"  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  I  will  deliver 
^*  thee,  and  thou  (halt  glorify  me.''     The  qualifier. 
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tions  here  required  are  thofe  of  the  heart  and  the 
life,  ^^  Clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart/'  It  is  not 
enough  t^at  we  wafli  our  hands  in  innocepce  before 
men,  v/e  mufl  be  pure  in  heart  before  the  eyes  of 
infinite  perfeftion.  True  religion  is  the  religion  of 
the  heart ;  it  Is  a  principle  dwelling  in  the  mind, 
that  extends  its  influence  through  the  whole  man, 
and  regulates  the  life,  Unlefs  our  religion  enter  in- 
to the  heart,  we  hiive  no  religion  at  all.  The  form 
of  godlinefs  is  infufBcient  and  unavailing  without  the 
power  thereof.  We  can  never  attain  to  the  true 
beauties  of  holinefs,  unlefs,  like  the  king's  daugh- 
ter, we  be  all  glorious  within.  On  the  other  hand, 
when  clean  han4s  and  a  pure  heart  are  united  in  the 
fame  perfon ;  when  a  converfation  without  blame, 
and  a  confcience  void  of  offence,  coincide,  they  are 
in  the  fight  of  God  of  great  price.  A  life  facred  tq 
devotion  and  virtue,  facrcd  to  the  pradice  of  truth 
and  undefiled  religion,  joined  to  a  heart,  pure,  pious, 
and  benevolent,  conftitute  an  offering  more  accepta- 
ble at  the  altars  pf  the  Mod  High  God,  than  whole 
hecatombs  of  burnt-offerings,  and  a  thoufan^  hills 
of  frankincefne  in  a  flame.  ^m..* 

By  lifting  vp  the  foul  unto  vanity^  the  Pfalmift  means 
making  riches  and.  honor,  thofe  vanities  pf  the 
world,  the  objeft  of  our  affeftion  and  purfuit ;  faying 
to  the  gold,  thou  art  our  truft,  or  to  the  moft  fine  gold, 
thou  art  our  confidence.  Or  it  may  mean  the 
worfhipping  of  idols,  which,  in  Scripture,  go  under 
the  denomination  of  vanity,  as  in  Jeremiah,  "  Are 
*'  there  any  among  thp  vanities  of  the  Gentiles  that 
**  can  caufe  rain  V*  Swearing  deceitfully^  includes  all 
manner  of  perjury.     This  vice  is  always  reprefented 
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in  Scripture  in  the  moft  dreadful  colours.  He  that 
fweareth  falfely,  and  he  that  feareth  an  oath,  is  an. 
equivalent  term  for  the  wicked  and  the  righteous. 
As  an  oath  is  the  greateft  pledge  of  veracity,  and 
the  end  of  all  ftrife,  general  and  cuftomary  violations 
of  it  muft  have  the  moft  pernicious  eflfeft  upon  foci- 
cty.  Such  apraftice  would  entirely  banifh  religious 
principles  from  the  world  ;  it  would  dilTolve  the 
bands  of  fociety,  it  would  fhake  the  fundamental  pil- 
lars of  mutual  truft  and  confidence  among  men,  and 
deftroy  the  fecurity  arifing  from  the  laws  themfelves. 
For  human  laws  and  human  fandUons  cannot  extend 
to  numberlefs  cafes  in  which  the  fafety  of  mankind  is 
eflfentially  concerned.  They  would  prove  but  feeble 
and  ineffe£):ual  means  of  preferving  the  order  and 
peace  of  fociety,  if  there  were  no  checks  upon  men, 
from  thefenfe  ofdivinelegeflation  ;  if  no  belief  of  di- 
vin^  rewards  and  punifhments  came  in  aid  of  what  hu- 
man rewards  and  punifhments  fo  imperfeftly  provide . 
for.  We  have,  in  the  next  verfe,  the  rewards  prom- 
ifed  to  the  perfons  pofTeffed  of  thefe  qualifications. 

Verse  5.  Hejhall receive  the  blejftngfrom  the Lord^ 
even  righfeoufnefs  from  the  God  of  his  fahation.  This 
alludes  to  the  appointed  cuftom  of  the  Jewifh  priefts, 
who,  on  folemn  and  ftated  occafions,  were  wont  to 
blefs  the  people.  Their  form  of  blelfing  we  have  pre- 
fcribed  in  Numbers  vi.  22.  "  And  the  Lord  fpake 
"  unto  Mofes,  faying,  Speak  unto  Aaron  and  unto 
**  his  fons,  faying.  On  this  wife  fhall  ye  blefs  the  peo- 
*<  pie  of  Ifrael,  the  Lord  blefs  thee  and  keep  thee ; 
**  the  Lord  make  his  face  to  fhine  upon  thee,  and 
'*  be  gracious  unto  thee  ;  the  Lord  lift  up  his  coun- 
**  tenance  upon  thee,  and  give  thee  peace."     But  as 
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the prieft  was  a  fallible  creature,  his  bleffing  might 
be  indifcriminately  beftowed,  and  fail  of  its  effefit. 
But  the  perfon  who  hath  clean  hands  and  a  pure 
heart,  who  hath  not  lift  up  his  foul  unto  vanity,  nor 
fworn  deceitfully,  (hall  receive  the  bleffing  from  God 
himfelf,  whofe  favour  is  better  than  life,  and  whofe 
bleffing  maketh  rich,and  addethno  forrow.  Thefc 
bleffings  are  fummed  up  in  the  eighty-fourth  Pfalm, 
"  The  Lord  God  is  a  fun  and  fliield ;  the  Lord  will 
**  give  grace  and  glory ;  no  good  thing  will  he  with- 
"  hold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly/*  Righteouf- 
nefsfrom  the  God  of  our  falvation^  may  either  mean  the 
reward  of  righteoufnefs,  as  the  work  in  Scripture  is 
frequently  put  for  the  reward  ;  or  it  may  mean  kind- 
ncfs,  mercy,  and  the  benefits  from  righteoufnefs,  as 
in  I  Sam.  xii.  7.  f«  Now  therefore  ftand  ftiU,  that 
*'  I  may  reafon  with  yoii  before  the'  Lord,  of  all  the 
**  righteoufneffes  of  the  Lord,  which  he  did  to  you 
"  and  your  fathers ;"  where  it  is  evident,  from  what 
follows,  that  by  righteoufneffes  of  the  Lord,  he  means 
the  deliverances  that  God  had  wrought  for  "them. 

Verse  6.  This  is  the  generation  of  them  thatfeek  bim^ 
thatfeek  thy  face  ^  0  Jacobs  or,  0  God  of  Jacob  j  as  it 
might  better  be  rendered.  This  is  the  generation, 
who,  in  obedience  to  the  commandments  of  God,  and 
in  the  methods  of  his  appointment,  feek  his  face,  that 
is,  his  favour  and  friendffiip,  and  to  whom  he  never 
faid,  "  Seek  ye  my  face  in  vain.** 

Animated  by  his  fubjedk,  the  Pfalmift  proceeds  to 
higher  ftrains,  and,  in  the  fublime  fpirit  of  eaftern 
poetry,  calls  upon  the  gates  of  the  tem|>le  to  open 
and  admit  the  triumphal  proceffion. 

Verse  7.  Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates,  and  be  ye 


i 


LECTURE    II.  439 

lift  upj  ye  everlq/iing  doors  y  and  the  King  of  glory  Jhall 
come  in.  To  illuftrate  this  part  of  the  Pfalm,  we  muft 
take  a  fliort  view  of  the  Hebrew  pfalmody.  The 
Pfaims  of  David  are  of  various  kinds.  Some  of 
them  are  dramatic,  having  fpeakers  '  introduced, 
making  a  kind  of  mufical  dialogue.  Of  this  the 
ninety-firft  Pfalm  is  a  remarkable  inftance.  In  the 
firfl  verfe,  the  high-prieft,  rifing  up,  declares  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  him  who  putteth  his  truft  in  the  Almighty. 
In  the  fecond  verfe,  David  himfelf,  or  one  of  the 
fingers,  reprefenting  the  faithful  among  the  Jews,  ii^  | 

declares  his  faith  and  confidence  in  God  From  the 
third  to  the  fourteenth,  the  ode  was  performed  by 
the  facred  fingers,  both  with  the  voice  and  in(tru« 
ments  of  mufic.  The  three  lafl  verfes  were  fpoken 
by  the  high-prieft  alone  in  the  charader  of  God  Al- 
mighty. 

Many  of  the  Pfaims  are  intended  to  be  fung  by 
two  divifioiis  of  the  facred  fingers,  the  chorus  and 
the  femichorus.  Such  is  the  Pfalm  before  us.  Ev^ 
ery  verfe  is  divided  into  two  members,  exaftly  of  the 
fame  length,  and  generally  reprefenting  the  fame 
thought,  expreffed  in  a  diflPerent  manner.  "  The 
^'  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fulnefs  thereof ; — the 
"  world  and  they  that  dwell  therein."  When  we 
come  to  the  feventh,  the  verfe  is  evidently  altered. 
The  verfes  are  not  divided  into  two  members  as  be- 
fore, and  for  a  very  good  reafon.  The  femichorus 
afked  the  queflion,  and  the  chorus  made  the  reply. 
Apoflrophes,  or  adcirefTes  to  inanimate  nature,  are 
among  the  boldeft  figures  in  poetry,  and  when 
properly  introduced,  as  in  this  place,  are  in  the 
highefl  manner  produdiv&  of  beauty.  '  The  fimple 
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thought,  when  ftripped  of  its  poetical  ornaments,  is 
no  more  than  this  :  When  the  priefts  had  carried 
the  ark  to  the  temple,  Solomon  ordered  the  gates  to 
be  thrown  open  to  admit  the  ark.  How  much  this 
thought  is  improved,  when  embelliflied  by  the  fine 
imagination  of  the  fweet  finger  of  Ifrael,  and  clo- 
thed in  all  the  graces  of  poetry,  let  perfons  of  the 
fmalleft  critical  difcernment  judge.  In  Ihort,  the 
paflage  ia  too  well  known,  and  too  beautiful,  to  need 
or  admit  of  any  illuftration.  Like  the  meridian  fun, 
it  ihines  in  its  own  light,  and  to  endeavour  to  adorn 
it,  were  wafteful  and  ridiculous  excefs. 

As  we  are  aflured  by  an  authority  that  cannot 
err,  that  the  ceremonies  of  the  Jewifli  law  ^ere  a 
figure  of  good  things  to  come,  and  as  the  ark  has 
been  confidered  a$  a  type  of  our  Saviour,  it  is  high- 
ly probable,  that  its  introdudion  into  the  temple 
prefigured  to  the  faithful  among  the  Jews,  that  fol- 
emn  and  triumphant  period  when  our  Saviour  af- 
cended  into  the  heaven  of  heavens,  to  take  poffeffion 
of  the  glory  which  he  had  with  the  Father  before 
the  world  was. 
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19  Thert  nuas  ftl  ctttaim  rki  mm»  <vi&o  was  chthed  infurfb  and 
^  Vtiiimi  and  fared fimi^uoufly  tvtry  day.  ^  ^  ^ 

ao  And  there  was  a  certain  beggar  Aomtd  LaiiutruSf  wb9  was  laid  i 

ta  bis  gate^fuU  of  fores  f 

21  Anddefiringtoie  fedvfithtbe  crumhs  which  fell  from  the  rich 
mm^tiaUe:  mai^e&wr^  the  dogs  cdme  and  iicied  its  fores* 

f«  jhd  it  same  to  pafs  that  the  itggar  Sidf  and  was  carried  hy  the  \ 

mngets  into  Abrahasn^s  bofom  :  the  rich  nian  alfo  died,  and  was  buried 

23  And  in  hell  he  Rfl  up  his  eyes^  Being  in  torments^  andfeeth  Airaham 
tifar  offf  and  Lazarus  in  his  hofom^ 

^4  And  he  criedf  dndfdid^  Faiheir  Ahrahaniy  have  mercy  on  me,  and 
Jend  lAtutn^t  that  he  may  ^  the  tip  ofhisjissgerin  water^  and  coolmy 
tangmffor  lata  tormented  in  ihis  (tame* 

2;  But  Abrahsmfcttdi  Sw^  rememker  that  thou  in  thy  lifetime  rsceiv 
edfi  thy  goodthings^  and  Uhewife  Lasa0iss  emil  tlangs  ■:  but  now  he  is 
tomfortedf  and  thou  art  tormented. 

16  Andbefides  idltbisfheiweenus  and  you  there  is  a  great  gidffix^ 
ed:  fb  that  ^y  mho^wouU  petfs  from  bente  to  you,  cannot ;  mkher 
cam  they  pcfs  io  as,  ihat  would  came  from  ihenet. 

27  Then  he  faid,  t  pray  ^  therefore^  foAer,  that  thou  woub^ 
fend  him  to  myfaiher^s  houfe: 

2B  For  I  have  five  brethren  ;  that  he  may  tefiify  unlo  thOu,  left  they 
e^  come  hoo  iblU  ptbce  of  torment. 

^9  Abraham  faith  unto  htm.  They  have  Mofu  and  the  prophets  i 
kt  them  hear  them* 

%o  Andhefaid,  Nay^  father  Abraham  :  but  if  one  went  utito  them 
from  the  dead^  they  will  repent* 

jl  Anihefaid  unto  hhut  If  they  hear  not  Mofa  and  dte  prophets^ 
mMet  wiB  tb^  be  perfuaded  though  mu  ftfe fnm  t^ 

The  method  of  inftruftion  by  para- 
bles^  was  much  in  ufe  among  the  eaftern  nations. 
Bodi  phyfical  and  moral  caufes  contributed  to  intro- 
HHh 
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duce  and  to  fuw^t  this  cuftom.     The  people  of  the 

eaft  have  alwafCbeen  more  under  the  government  of 

the  ima^ajsftn  and  fancy,  than  the  nations  of  the 

north,  t^l'lfey  ufe  the  liv^ft  and  the  boldeft  figures 

of  i{S)eech  in  their  ordinary  converfation  ;  and  their 

writings  are  all  in  the  manner* as  well  a«  i^i  the  fpir- 

4|^of  poetry.     What  the  influence  of  the  climate 

Iniade  nSttural,  the  form  of  their  government  render- 

.^d  neceflary.     As  the  form  of  their  government  has 

always  been  defgotic  and  tyrannical,  they  were  a&aid 

to  fpeak  out  their  fentiments  with  opennefs  and  with 

freedom.     Truth  durft  not  approach  the  throne,  nor 

appear  in  public.  # 

Such  was  the  origin  of  parables.  This  method  of 
inftruftion  poflefles  many  advantages.  It  is  obvious 
to  all  capacities,  and  has  a  charm  for  evq|;y  hearer. 
It  is  well  adapted  to-ftrike  the  fancy  i  it  interefts  the 
paflions,  and  thus  ihakA  a  deeper  and  more  lading 
impreflion  than  mere  moral  inftrudion  could  convey. 
It  likewife  pofleiTes  one  advantage  peculiar  to  itfelf. 
It  makes  a  man  his  own  in(b'u£bor.  When  the  par- 
able is  told,  we  ourfelv^s  draw  the  moral,  and  make 
the  application.  Obfervations  and  reflexions  that 
we  make  ourfelves,  are  of  more  avail  to  us  in  the 
conduct  of  life,  than  any  inftru£Uon  we  can  learn 
from  others. 

The  parable  now  before  us  contains  many  ufefiil 
and  important  leflbns.  We  have  here  reprefented 
two  chara£ters  not  uncommon  in  the  world ;  a  rich 
man,  who  enjoyed  the  pleafures  and  the  luxuries  of 
life,  and  a  poor  beggar,  who  lived  and  who  died  in 
poverty,  and  in  diftrefs.  This  man  was  a  fignal  ob- 
jeft  of  pity.     He  was  a  beggar,  and  he  was  fuU  of 
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fores.     Notwithftanding  this  doublc^call   to  fympa- 
tfay  and  compaflion,  the  heart  of  the-^ich  man  was 
hardened  againft  him.     All  the  advantage  he  reaped 
from  lying  at  the  great  man's  gate,  was,  that  his 
dogs,  who  had  more  feeling  than  their  mafter,  came 
and  licked  his  fores.     Neverthelefs  this  rich  man  was 
not  a  mifer.    He  was  not  a  niggard  of  the  gifts  of 
Providence.     He  enjoyed  life.     He   was  arrayed  in 
purple,  which,  in  thofe  days,  was  the  veftment  of 
kings.    Hofpitality  prefided  in  his  hall,  and  luxury 
reigned  at  his  table.     He  made  fumptuous  enter- 
tainments for  his  friends,  and  he  made  them  every 
day.  •He  fecms  to  have  been  one  of  that  clafs  of  men, 
and  a  very  numerous  clafs  they  are,  and  very  fre- 
quentiy  to  be  found  in  life,  who  are  very  hofpitable ' 
to  thofe  who  do  not  want,  but  very  unfriendly  to 
thofe  that  do  ;  who  prepare  rich  and  fplendid  enter- 
tainments for  thofe  tribes  of  flatterers  and  fycophants 
who  always  crowd  the  manfions  of  the  great,  and  at 
the  fame  time  have  nothing  to  fpare  to  a  real  objeft 
of  diftrefs.    However,   he  afted  very  agreeably  to 
the  principles  of  his  fed: ;  for,  as  we  learn  from  the 
fequel,  he  was  a  Sadducee,  or  what  in  our  days  we 
call  an  infidel,  that  is,  one  who  has  no  religion  at  all. 
He  did  not  believe  in  the  immortality  of  the  foul. 
He  did  not  believe  that  there  was  either  a  heaven  or 
a  hell.    Accordingly,  he  endeavoured  to  make  the 
moil  of  this  life,  and  aded  up  to  the  maxims  of  his 
fed,  ^^  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to  morrow  we  ihall 
«  die/» 

Learn  hence  the  folly  and  the  danger  of  endeav- 
ouring to  eftablifh  virtue  upon  any  foundation  but 
<hat  of  true  religion.    People  may  tell  ns  that  focial 
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affedion  is  the  law  of  our  bdng ;  they  may  tafiL  of 
virtue  being  its  own  rewar4 ;  they  may  fing  the  praiC- 
es  of  difinterefted  benevolence;  but  if  you  take 
away  the  rewards  and  punifhqients  of  the  world  to 
come,  you  fet  the  greateft  p^t  of  mankind  free  from 
every  moral  obligation,  and  open  a  door  to  univer«i 
fal  depravity  and  corruption  of  manners.  If  the 
beauty  of  virtue  is  laid  in  one  fcale,  and  intereft  in 
the  other,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  determine  to 
which  fide  the  balance  will  incline. 

The  accufations  of  confdehce  will  be  little  regard'^ 
ed,  unlefs  they  are  confidered  as  an  eameii:  of  the* 
worm  that  never  dies.  Take  away  the  dodriae  of 
a  world  to  come,  and  yon  make  this  world  a  fcene 
of  univerfal  depravity  and  open  wickednefs. 

At  firft  view  we  would  be  apt  to  wonder  at  the 
ways  of  Heaven,  and  perhaps  tempted  in  our  minds 
to  arraign  the  condud  of  Providence,  in  crowning 
this  worthlefs  and  wicked  man  with  wealth  and  prof-* 
perity,  whilft  ail  that  diveriified  the  good  man's  lot 
was  fcene  after  fcene  of  poverty  and  pain.  But  let 
us  fufpend  our  judgment.  We  fee  but  o&e  link  in 
the  great  chain  of  Providence.  We  live  but  in  the) 
infancy  o£  being.  The  great  drama  of  life  is  but 
begun.  When  the  cataftropheis  brought  about^ 
when  the  curtain  between  both  worlds  is  undrawn, 
the  morn  will  arife  that  wi{l  Ught  the  Almighty^s 
footfteps  in  the  deep»  and  pour  full  day  upon  all  the 
paths  of  his  providence. 

Verse  23.  And  it  cam  to  pq/i  that  the  beggtfrdied* 
He  died,  and  all  his  miferies  died  with  him.  He 
whom  this  rich  man  would  have  difdatn^d  to  hyve 
^pnfidered  ^  his  fellow-freature,  had  a  company  pf 
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angels  fent  dovm  to.tranfport  him  to  the  regions  of 
the  blefled,  to  the  bofom  of  Abraham,  where  all  his 
forrows  had  sm  end,  and  the  tears  were  for  ever  wi- 
ped  from  his  eyes.  Let  the  needy  and  the  of^reiT* 
ed  take  confolation  from  this  falutary  dodrine. 
With  God  there  is  no  refpefi  of  perfons.  Let  it  be 
the  great  bufinefs  of  your  lives  to  be  rich  in  faith  and 
in  good  works,  and  to  lay  up  treafures  in  heaven, 
and  then  you  may  rejoice  in  hope,  that  though  you 
have  nothing  here,  yet  yours  is  the  kingdom  of  God* 
VsRSBS  23.  to  26.  inclufive.  Before  our  Saviour's 
incarnation,  the  Greek  language  had  made  its  way 
into  Judea.  Along  with  the  language  of  the  Greeks, 
their  opinions  in  philofophy,  and  the  fictions  of  their 
poetry,  had  been  introduced,  and  made  part  of  the 
popular  belief.  This  part  of  the  parable  which  we 
have  now  read,  is  evidently  founded  upon  the  fictions 
of  the  Grecian  poets  concerning  the  ftate  of  depart- 
ed fouls.  They,  as  well  as  our  Lord  in  this  parable, 
reprefent  the  abodes  of  the  blefled  as  lying  contigu- 
ous to  the  regions  of  the  damned,  and  feparated  only 
by  a  great  impaflable  river,  or  deep  gulf,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  the  ghofts  could  talk  with  one  anoth- 
er from  its  oppofite  banks*  In  the  parable,  fouls, 
wbofe  bodies  were  buried,  know  each  other,  and 
convert  together,  as  if  they  had  been  embodied. 
In  like  manner,  the  heathens  introduce  departed  fouls 
as  talking  together,  and  reprefent  them  as  having 
pains  and  pleafures  analogous  to  what  we  feel  in  this 
life ;  and  they  thought  that  the  (hades  of  the  dead 
had  an  eza£l  reiemblance  to  their  bodies.  The  par- 
tible fays,  that  the  fouls  of  wicked  men  are  torment- 
^4in^me(Ki  the  Grecian  poets  tell  us,  that  they 
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He  in  a  river  of  fire,  where  they  fuffer  the  fame  tor- 
ments they  would  have  fuifered  while  alive,  had  their 
bodies  been  burnt.  From  this  account,  therefore, 
we  are  to  draw  no  inferences  concerning  the  real  na- 
ture of  heaven  or  of  hell.  A  parable  is  no  more  than 
an  inftruftive  fable  or  tale,  and  the  only  thing  to  be 
regarded  in  it  is  the  moral  that  it  conveys.  We 
cannot  therefore  conclude  from  this  parable,  that 
there  is  material  fire  in  hell,  or  that  the  abodes  of 
the  bleffed  and  the  regions  of  the  damned  are  con- 
tiguous to  one  another.  The  word  of  God  gives  us 
no  materials  wherein  we  can  make  a  defcription  ei- 
ther of  hell  or  heaven.  It  was  never  the  intention 
of  fcripture  to  fatisfy  our  curiofity,  but  to  influence 
our  praftice,  and  for  that  purpofe  to  awake  our  hopes 
and  our  fears,  by  reprefenting  the  one  as  being  the 
region  of  the  greateft  torment,  and  the  other  as  the 
fcene  of  unmingled  and  everlafting  joy. 

The  rich  man  died^  and  was  buried.     We  read  not 
of  the  burial  of  the  poor  man.     He  would  be  thrown 
into  a  common  grave,  and.  mingled  with  vulgar  and 
obfcure  duft.     But  the  rich  man  was  buried  with 
pomp  and  with  fplendouri     Crowds  of  mercenary 
mourners  would  attend  his  funeral,  and  venal  tears 
be  fhed  upon  his  tomb.     Every  amiable  and  every 
refpeAable  quality  would  be  afcribed  to  him  by  thofe 
ready  flatterers,  who  have  always  a  charader  at  hand 
for  the  deceafed  of  quality.     But,  infenfible  to  thk 
incenfe,  in  hell  he  lift  up  his  eyes.    How  aftonifiiing 
and  how  awful  mud  it  be,  my  brethren,  for  a  perfon 
who  believes  not  in  a  future  ftate,  to  receive  his  firft  i 
convifUon  from  the  flames  of  the  lake  which  buraeth 
for  ever,  and  from  the  gnawings  of  the  worm  that 
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never  dies.  The  requeft  of  the  rich  man  is  very  re- 
markable. He  does  not  acknowledge  the  juftnefs  of 
his  puniihment,  nor  confefs  the  greatnefs  of  his  fins* 
He  does  not  ihow  any  remorfe  of  mind  for  the  offen- 
ces he  had  committed  againil  God,  for  the  injuries 
he  had  done  to  fociety,  or  for  the  ruin  he  had 
brought  upon  his  own  foul.  He  had  no  forrow  for 
fin,  he  had  only  a  feeling  of  pain.  He  did  not  want 
to  be  delivered  from  his  guilt,  but  only  from  punifli- 
ment.  But  fuch  had  been  his  chara&er  in  this 
world.  The  faft  is,  my  brethren,  we  retain  the 
fame  difpofitions  hereafter,  that  we  cultivate  here. 
It  is  utterly  impof&ble,  that  the  mere  feparatiori  of 
the  foul  from  matter,  can  make  any  alteration  upon  ' 
the  eflential  qualities  of  the  foul.  We  carry  to  the 
other  world  the  fame  qualities,  the  fam'e  temper  of  \^ 
mind,  and  the  fame  charader,  that  we  have  on  earth.  ^} 

What  manner  of  perfons  doth  it  become  us  then  to 
be.  As  we  now  fow,  hereafter  we  reap.  Our  heav- 
en or  our  hell  is  already,  begun  within  us.  The 
worm  that  never  dies  hath  already  begun  to  gnaw 
the  heart  of  the  wicked  ;  and  the  good  man  hath 
already  begun  thofe  hymns  and  hofannas  of  praife 
which  Ihall  employ  him  through  eternity. 

SqHj  remember  that  thou  in  thy  lifetime  received^  thy 
good  things.  This  anfwer  of  the  Patriarch  is  remark- 
able for  mildnefs.  When  a  perfon  by  his  imprudence 
and  folly  hath  involved  himfelf  .in  a  fcene  of  diftrefs, 
there  is  nothing  more  common  than  for  thofe  who  vif- 
it  him  at  fuch  a  time,  to  upbraid  him  with  his  bypail 
condud  in  the  fevereft  manner,  and  to  adminifter  re- 
bukes with  acrimony  and  bitternefs.  Inftead  of  gi  ving 
their  affiftance  to  extricate  him  fromhis  diftreires,thofe 
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miferable  comforters  pufli  diem  deeper  into  the  ph^ 
and  take  a  cruel  pleaAire  in  adding  affliction  to  the  af- 
flided 9 confdous  that  whilft  they  are  infulting  over  their 
unfortunate  brother^  they  are  paying  encomiums  to 
their  orwn  fuperior  prudence  and  difcrctioii.  Thi^ 
rich  man  had  brought  himfelf  into  the  laft  of  evils,  intor 
an  evil  that  admitted  of  no  remedy,  by  his  own  wick- 
ednels.  Yet  Abraham  did  not  addrefs  him  in  this 
fevere  and  hifulting  language.  He  calls  him  fofij 
his  defcendant  ac<?otding  to  the  ilclh.  The  good  Pa- 
triarch warned  not  to  add  to  the  horrors  of  hell. 
The  fpirit  of  rage  and  rancour  niever  gains  admit- 
tance into  the  bofoms  of  the  Wcffed^  This  fliows  us 
how  difierent  the  meek^  the  gentle,  and  the  benevo-r 
lent  temper  is  from  that  cruel  and  mercilefs  zeal 
which  often  palTeth  for  h  upon  earth*. 

His  own  petition  being  refufed,  the  rich  man  how 
applies  for  bis  relations.  Versk  ay.  Then  he  faidi 
I  pray  thee  iherefote^father^  that  thou  wouldjlfend  him 
to  my  father^ s  honfe.  Let  no  wicked  man  boaft  him- 
felf of  poffeffing  ibme  virtues  amid*  the  nttmbcr  of 
his  crimes.  You  fee  there  is  even  fome  goodnefil 
in  hell.  The  rich  man  retained  ftill  ibme  affedion 
for  his  brethren,  and  had  a  defitef  for  thdr  convcr- 
fion.  Though  they  had  been  partakers  with  him 
in  his  fins,  he  did  not  want  them  to  be  partakers  of 
his  punifliment.  The  repetition  of  the  requeft  fhowi 
he  was  in  earneft. 

Ve  R8E  3 1 .  Neither  xoill  they  heferfuadeiy  ibot^b  mb 
rofefrom  the  dead.  As  this  is  a  point  of  great  con* 
fequence,  it  requires  to  be  iHuftnrted  at  fome  length< 
Let  us  fuppofe,  that  m  order  to  convince  a  perfon 
of  the  immortality  of  his  foul^  Almighfy  God  Ittt 
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one  of  his  deceafed  friends,  either  in  his  unembodi- 
ed  ftate,  or  with  the  fame  body  he  had  in  life.  As 
no  perfon  would  require  fuch  a  proof,  but  one  who^ 
was  very  much  addided  to  fcepticifm,  it  is  very  prob- 
able, that  even  then  his  doubts  would  not  be  remo* 
vcd.  He  might  fay,  this  may  be  an  impoftor,  per- 
haps this  may  be  fome  evil  fpirit  who  has  aiTumed  the 
fliape  of  my  deceafed  friend* 

But  let  us  fuppofe,  that  thefe  doubts  are  removed, 
that  he  is  convinced  of  the  reality  of  the  apparition, 
and  the  truth  of  a  future  ft  ate.  Let  us  then  fee  what 
effeA  it  would  have  upon  his  life.  He  goes  into 
company.  He  tells  the  ftory  of  the  apparition  to  his 
companions.  They  hear  it  with  derifion  and  ridicule, 
and  confider  him  as  a  vifionary  enthufiaft,  difturbed 
in  his  imagination.  As  the  experience  of  all  man- 
kind is  againft  him,  and  the  laws  appear  to  be  fixed 
for  ever,  of  no  intercourfe  between  this  world  and 
the  next,  in  whatever  companies  he  tells  it,  it  meets 
with  the  fame  treatment,  and  all  the  effed  of  the  ap? 
paritionis,  that  it  .makes  every  one  to  conclude  him 
to  be  beflde  himfelf.  You  all  know  how  difficult 
it  is  to  remain  iingle  in  opinion  againft  the  whole 
world.  It  is  ftill  harder  to  become  the  objeA  of 
~  laughter  and  ridicule ;  fo  that  with  thefe  difficulties 
in  his  way, it  is  ten  to  one  but  he  falls  in  with  the  (pin- 
ion of  the  world,  and  believes  the  apparition  to  have 
been  the  phantom  of  his  own  fancy.  That  this  is  not  a 
mere  conjedure,  but  what  would  really  happen,  ap* 
pears  from  undoubted  matter  of  fa£k,  that  did  really 
happen.  You  remember  the  hiftory  of  Saul.  When 
the  Lord  would  not  anfwer  him  by  his  prophets,  he 
went  in  queft  of  a  woman  who  had  a  familiar  fptrit. 
I  I  i 
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She  raifed  up  to  him  an  apparition,  which  he  bdier* 
ed  to  be  the  ghoft  of  Samuel  the  prophet.  The  ap- 
parition aflured  him  that  his  kingdom  was  departing 
from  him,  and  that  he  had  only  one  day  longer  ta 
live.  What  efFedt  had  this  upon  the  king?  Did  he 
repent  of  his  fms  ?  At  fiifl  he  was  fore  afraid,  and 
was  melancholy ;  but  through  the  perfuafion  of  his 
attendants,  he  foon  refumed  his  joy ;  and,  on  the 
morrow  after  the  battle  was  loft,  in  order  to  fulfil 
the  prophecy  of  the  devil,  he  proceeded  to  commit 
the  moft  deliberate  crime  that  can  be  perpetrated  by 
man :  he  raifed  impious  hands  againft  his  life,  and 
plunged  his  fword  in  his  own  breaft. 
.  The  fa£t  is,  my  brethren,  mankind  are  not  always 
in  a  mood  to  be  convinced.  In  fpite  of  fpeculative 
opinion,  men  aft  from  their  paffions,  and  bad  paffions 
will  always  produce  bad  aftions,  to  the  end  of  the 
world.  The  reluftance  of  mankind  taafient  to  evi- 
dence, when  it  makes  againft  their  preconceived 
opinion,  is  remarkably  apparent  in  the  reception  the 
Jews  gave  to  our  Saviour.  All  the  prophecies  con« 
cerning  the  Meffiah  were  fulfilled  in  him.  He  ap* 
peared  in  the  world  in  the  precife  time  predifted  for 
the  coming  of  the  MefTiah  ;  he  was  defcended  of  the 
lineage  of  David ;  he  was  born  in  the  city  of  Bethle- 
hem. A  prophet  went  before  him  in  the  fpirit  and 
power  of  Elias.  He  performed  miracles  and  migh- 
ty works,  which  no  man  could  perform.  But  after 
all  thefe  proofs,  after  all  thefe  miracles,  the  Jews» 
who  expefted  their  MefCah  to  be  a  ten^ral  Prince, 
ftill  demanded  more  evidence.  *^  Show  us,"  faid 
they,  ^^  a  fign  from  heaven."  A  fign  from  heaVen 
they  obtaiAed.    Now,  in  the  prefence  of  multitudes^ 


LECTURE    m.  451 

A  voice  came  from  heaven,  the  voice  of  the  Eternal, 
piercing  the  clouds,  and  proclaiming  aloud,  ^^  This 
**  is  ray  beloved  Son !"  W^re  they  then  convinced  ? 
No :  they  perfecuted  him  with  reproaches  in  his 
life,  and  at  laft  brought  him  to  an  ignominious  death. 
And  when  they  had  nailed  him  to  the  accurfed  tree, 
they  ftill  affirmed  they  would  believe  on  him  on  prop- 
er evidence.  **  Let  him  come  down  from  the  crofs, 
^^  and  we  will  believe  on  him/*  If  he  had  come  down 
from  the  crofs,  the  redemption  of  mankind  would 
have  been  defeated,  as  it  was  to  be  accomplifhed  by 
his  death  ;  but  he  did  more  than  come  down  from 
the  crofs.  He  rofe  from  the  dead.  Did  they  then  be- 
Keve  on  him  ?  No :  they  charged  the  foldiers  who 
brought  them  the  news  of  his  refurreftion,  to  give 
out  that  his  difciples  ftole  him  away  while  they  flept. 
Well  then  may  we  adopt  the  maxim  of  the  Patriarch 
Abraham,  and  affirm.  That  if  ye  believe  not  Mofes 
and  the  Prophets ;  if  ye  believe  not  Chrift  and  his 
Apoftles  i  ye  will  not  beperfuaded  though  one  rqfejfrom 
the  dead. 
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Matthew  XXV.  i — to. 

t  ^henjhatt  the  kingdom  of  heaven  he  Mened'ufiio  ten  ^rjghUf  tuhich 
f96k  their  lamfs^  and  went  forth  to  meet  the  bridegroom* 
t  And  Jive  ofihem  were  wi/e^  and  Jive  werefootifh. 
I  3   7hey  thai  werefooli/h  took  their  lamps ^  and  took  no  ml  with  them  .* 

4  But  the  wife  took  oil  in  their  vejfeh  with  their  lamps, 
i  5   )Vhile  the  bridegroom  tarried^  they  all  Jtumhered  audjlepi. 

6  And  at  midnight  there  was  a  cry  made^  Behold^  the  hrtdegro^m 
I  itmetb  ;  go  ye  out  to  meet  him, 

'  7  Then  aUthofe  vkr^ns  arofe^  euid  trimmed  their  Umps. 

8  And  thefooli/b  faid  unto  the  wtfe^  Give  us  of  your  oil,  for  our 
lamps  are  gone  out. 
I  9  But  the  wife  anfwered^  faying^  Notfo  ;  lejl  there  he  not  enough  for 

us  and  you  :  hut  go  ye  rather  to  them  thatfell^  and  buy  for  yourfehes. 

xo  And  while  they  went  to  buy^  the  bridegroom  eanle  ;  itmdthoy  tbkt 
were  ready  f  went  in  with  him  to  the  marriage  /  and  the  door  wasjhut, 

0 

IN  a  former  lefture,- 1  tfxpkiiied  to  you 
the  nature,  the  origin,  and  the  ufe  of  parables.    Thfcy 
I  were  the  common  vehicles  of  inftruftion  among  the 

I  oriental  nations.    The  wifdom  of  the  eaft  loved  to 

go  adorned  with  flowers  and  with  figures,  and  by 
means  of  the  imagination  to  make  its  way  to  the 
heart.  This  mode  of  inftrudion  was  frequently  hon- 
ored by  our  Lord's  adopting  it.  Accommbdatittg 
faimfelf  to  the  pradlce  of  the  eaft,  and  to  the  man- 
ners  of  the  Jews,  he  wrapt  up  his  wifdom  in  this  veil, 
and  delivered  his  dodrines  to  the  people  in  parables. 
As  men  are  much  under  the  guidance  of  the  external 
fenfes,  and  ftrongly  iihprefled  by  the  material  obje£ls 
around  them,he  who  knew  what  was  in  man,  and  who 
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laid  holdof  eVery  avenue  to  the  human  hteait^  frequent* 
ly  addrefled  himfelf  to  this' part  of  our  {rame.  He 
fpitittiali^es  the  vhole  fyftem  of  nature,  he  turns  the 
moft  common  and  familiar  occurrences  of  life  into 
vehicles  of  Divine  truth,  and  in  the  gentleft  and  moft 
infinuating  manner,  leads  us  from  earth  to  heaven. 

In  the  parable  ixrhich  I  have  now  read^  the  king- 
doiti  of  Heaven,  or  di^nfation  of  the  Gofpel,  is 
likened  to  a  marriage  folemnity.  On  fuch  occafions 
it  was  a  cuftom  among  the  Jewft,  that  the  bride- 
groom, in  (Company  with  his  friends,  came  late  in  the 
^ght  to  the  houfe  of  the  bride,  where,  upon  a  (Ig- 
nal  given,  ihe  and  her  bridemaids  went  out  in  pro* 
ceffion  to  light  him  into  the  houfe,  with  great  cere- 
mony and  fplendour.  It  is  faid  x\\ztJiveofthefe  vir- , 
gifu  'were  wife^  and  ibaifrve  of  them  werefooHjh.  I  ex* 
plained  to  you,  on  a  former  occafion,that,  in  $l  par* 
able,  we  are  not  to  apply  particubr  expreffions,  but 
to  cohfider  the  intention  and  defign  upon  the  whole. 
If  we  i^nderftood  and  applied  this  expreiCon  literally^ 
we  fliould  be  led  to  conclude  that,  und^r  the  New 
Teftatnent,  the  number  of  the  good  and  of  the  bad 
was  eqtiaL  But  to  fettle  this  point,  to  aTcertain  the 
number  of  thofe  who  are  to  be  faved,  and  of  thofe 
who  are  to  be  damned,  wto  not  the  intention  of  our 
Lbrd'in  the  palmble.  For,  by  the  fame  way  of  tirgu- 
Mg,  we 'mi^ht  infer  from  the  parable  of  the  talents, 
^hich  immediately  £t>Uows  this,  that  the  number  of 
irhe  godd  yf^zz  double  the  number  of  the  wicked,  as 
Acre  were  two  faithful  fervants  who  improved  the 
tlilelfts  committied  to 'them,  for  one  ilothful  fervam 
^ho  %rapt  up  his  in  a  napkin ;  and  in  the  parable 
^f  the  HfMryhige  fupper,  in  the  foregoing  chapter, 
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amongft  all  the  number  of  the  guefts  who  were  called 
to  the  feaft,  there  was  only  one  who  wanted  the 
wedding  garment :  only  from  this  general  fchemeof 
thought  which  runs  through  all  our  Lord's  parables^ 
from  their  being  always  framed  with  a  view  to  the 
charitable  fide,  we  may  fafely  draw  two  conclufions. 
In  the  jirjl  place,  Let  us  always  form  a  favourable 
judgment  concerning  the  character  and  ftate  of  thofe 
who  are  externally  decent,  whether  they  agree  or  dif- 
fer from  us  in  opinion  ;  and,  if  we  do  err,  let  us  err 
on  the  fide  of  charity.  There  are  a  fetof  men  to  be 
found  in  the  world,  who  are  remarkably  fond  of  paflt 
ing  fentence  and  judgment  upon,  the  external  ftate 
of  their  neighbours,  and  in  pafiing  this  judgment, 
they  attend  not  fo  much  to  the  general  tenor  of  Iife» 
and  integrity  of  condud,  as  to  the  fyftem  of  doctrines 
which  a  man  believes,  and  the  fed  or  party  in  which 
he  arranges  himfelf.  Unlefs  you  believe  in  every 
point  precifely  as  they  do,  down  you  go  in  their  efti* 
mation. 

Raih  and  profane  mortal,  who  gave  thee  a  corn** 
miflion  to  fix  the  mark  of  election  and  reprobation 
upon  men  ?  Did  Almighty  God  depute  thee  to  draw 
the  line  betwixt  the  kingdom  of  darknefs  and  the 
kingdom  of  light,  to  fill  the  heavens,  and  to  people 
hell  ?  We  are  aftonifhed^  and  ftand  aghaft  at  the 
boldnefsand  impiety  of  the  Roman  Pontiff,  who 
pretends  to  open  and  to  ihut  the  gate  of  mercy,  and 
who  arrogates  to  himfelf  the  keys  of  the  kingd<Mtt  of 
heaven.  And  yet  thou  who  accufeft  him,  art  thyfclf 
equally  guilty.  Thou  rufheft  unto  the  throne  of  the 
Eternal,  and  darefl:  to  direfl;  the  thunders  of  the  Di- 
vine vengeance.    Thou  prefcribeft  bounds  to  the 
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mercy  of  the  Omnipotent,  and  fayeft  to  his  faving 
grace,  *'  Hitherto  fhalt  thou  come,  and  no  farther/' 
Vile  worm  !  doft  thou  not  tremble  at  thine  own  im- 
piety ?  Fall  proftrate  in  the  duft.  Shrink  into  thine 
own  infignificance.  Let  thy  time  be  employed  ^n 
working  out  thine  own  falvation,  rather  than- in  deal- 
ing of  damnation  to  thy  neighbours. 

At  the  fame  time,  though  I  condemn  this  rage 
which  fome  men  difcover  to  condemn  their  neigh-- 
hours,  as,  in  my  opinion,  entirely  inconfiflent  with 
the  genius  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity^ 
neverthelefs  I  would  not  go  into  their  extreme,  and 
pafs  the  fame  fentence  on  them  which  they  pafs  upon 
others.  To  pafs  a  judgment  upon  characters  is  a 
difficult  taik,  and  requires  a  very  delicate  hand.  We 
ought  to  diftinguiih  what  flows  from  a  narrownefs  of 
mind,  from  what  flows  from  a  badnefs  of  heart.  We 
ought  to  make  great  allowances  for  the  prejudices  of 
education.  If  a  man  be  educated  in  the  belief,  that 
none  are  to  be  faved  but  thofe  who  believe  every  ar- 
ticle of  that  fyilem  which  he  embraces ;  if  his  judg* 
ment  concerning  thecharaSers  of  men  refl:  not  upon 
the  goodnefs  of  their  lives,  but  upon  the  foundnefs  of 
their  belief,  fuch  a  man's  charity  muflbenarrpw  and 
conftrained.  And  this  may  fometimes  be  owing,  not 
to  the  badnefs  of  his  natui^e,  but  to  the  badnefs  of  hi& 
religious  principles.  And  I  have  fometimes  feen 
fuch  perfons,  though  I  muft  acknowledge  very  rare^ 
ly,  ftriving  and  ftruggling  to  get  the  better  of  their 
fyftem  j  the  heart  and  the  affe&ions  true  to  Chrif^ 
tianity,  whilft  the  mind  was  enflaved  by  the  prejudi- 
ces of  education. 

V»RSE  3.  They  that  wirefooH^  took  their  lamps^  and 
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taoi  no  oil  with  them.  The  fooliih  virgins  fsenvsd  at 
firft  to  refeinble  the  wife,  and  Aone  out  for  a  ^hil^ 
with  the  fame  luftre.  They  made  the  iame  pro&f* 
fion  and  appearance  at  firfl:.  Themfelves  were  aw^e^ 
and  their  lamps  were  burning.  But  they  had  no 
fupply  for  the  future.  Their  goodneis  was  like  the 
morning  cloud,  and  foon  vaniibed  away.  They  had 
no  real  religion  in  the  heart.  They  wanted  that 
inward  principle  of  grace,  which  can  alone  enable  u& 
to  ftand  fad  in  the  Lord.  They  were  not  rooted  and 
grounded  in  the  faith.  They  had  no  ileady  princi- 
ples of  condud,  nor  fettled  habits  of  action.  Like 
the  feed  which  was  fown  in  the  ftony  ground,  they 
forthwith'  fprang  up,  becaufp,  they  had  no  deepnefs 
of  eatth,  and  when  the  fun  arofe  they  withered  away. 

Bui  the  wife  took  oil  in  their  vejfils  with  their  lamps. 
They  fought  and  obtained  the  influences  of  the  Di- 
vine Spirit  to  abide  with  them  through  life.  They 
made  a  ferious  bufinefs  of  religion.  They  laid  up 
a  flore  of  ufeful  knowledge.  They  a£ted  upon  fix- 
ed and  fteady  principles,  and  acquired  habits  of  re- 
ligion and  virtue.  They  kept  the  heart  well,  know- 
ing that  out  of  it  are  the  iffues  of  life.  They  look- 
ed forwards  to  the  time  to  come;  they  provided 
againfl  the  evil  day,  and  extended  theiri^ew  to  take 
in. all  the  temptations  and  affli&ions  of  human  life. 

Vbrse  5.  While  the  bridegroom  tarried j  they  alljlum'^ 
beredandjlept.  Whether  we  interpret  this  coming 
of  the  bridegroom,  to  be  the  fecond  coming  of  otir 
Lord  to  judge  the  world,  or  whether  we  apply  it  to 
our  appearance  before  his  tribunal  at  death,  is  afub- 
jed  of  no  confequence  \  the ,  material  point  to  be 
coftfidered  is^  that  while  the  bride;groom  tarried,  all 
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4y(  them,  the  ^ife  ais  ^ell  as  the  foolifli  ▼irginU,  flam- 
beted  and  flept.  Th«  wife  grew  remifs  and  cirelefs^ 
and  the  fpiritual  life  declined  within  them.  The 
fooliih  virgins  returned  again  to  fooliihnefsi  and  be^ 
caufe  the  Lord  delayed,  becdUfe  fentende  againft  an 
evil  work  was  not  fpeedily  executed,  were  fully  bent 
to  do  evih  Seeing  then  that  the  wife  virgins  (lum- 
bered as  well  as  the  foolifli ;  feeing  that  good  men^ 
^s  well  as  bad  men,  may  fall  into  fin ;  a  queftion,  a 
very  ferious  one,  naturally  arifes  i  how  fliall  we  iiU 
tinguifli  between  thofe  temporary  relaidatidns  in  the 
Chriftian  race,  into  which  a  good  man  may  fall,  from 
the  final  apoflafy  of  the  wicked  $  how  fhall  we  dif- 
tinguifli  between  the  fins  of  infirmity,  into  which 
.  the  beft  men  may  fall,  from  thofe  fins  which  are  un- 
to death  ?  And  to  this  I  beg  your  attention,  as  one 
of  the  moft  important  fubjeQs  which  can  ever  occu- 
py your  thoughts.  In  order  to  decide  this  queftioni 
Let  me  aflc  you,  in  thejttjl  place.  What  wis  the  na- 
ture of  your  relapfe  into  fin.^  There  are  times  in 
which  all  men  feel  religious  impreflions  and  devout 
difpofitions  of  mind.  The  feed  is  fown  in  (tony  pla- 
ces, as  well  as  on  the  good  ground.  The  inituences 
of  heaven  defcend  on  the  barren  defer t,  as  well  a$ 
on  the  field  which  is  to  be  fruitful.  On  fuch  occa- 
fions,  the  feed  which  was  fown  on  the  (lony  places 
will  fprlng  up  for  a  time,  and  the  barren  defert  will 
feem  to  bloom.  To  fpeak  without  a  figure,  the  Spir- 
it of  God  in  one  manner  or  another,  in  his  common 
of  in  his  fpecial  influences,  defdends  upon  all  men. 
After  fuch  times  of  refrefliing,  the  faint  of  a  day,  as 
well  as  the  perfevering  Chriftian,  will  receive  the 
word  with  gladnefs,  and  fet  about  a  thorough  refor- 
Kick 
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matioQ.  And  as  both  of  them  receive  the  word  with 
gladnefs,  fo  both  of  them  are  fubjeQ:  to  fin.  Yet 
they  are  not  alike  in  their  errors.  The  finner  having 
no  real  principle  at  bottom,  having  no  fixed  plan  of 
life,  and  but  doing  every  thing  by  fits  and  ftarts,may; 
at  the  firft  approach  of  temptation,  advance  with 
fwift  fteps  to  ruin.  But  the  true  Chriftian,  laying 
his  account  to  meet  with  hardfhips  and  temptations, 
prepares  againft  them,  and  will  not  wholly  fell  oflF. 
The  coward  may  at  once  defert  his  poft,  and  fly 
from  the  banners  of  the  Captain  of  falvation,  to  the 
ftandard*of  the  prince  of  darknefs:  but  the  good 
foldier  of  Jefus  will  make  head  againft  the  enemy  j 
he  will  encounter  his  fpiritual  foe ;  he  may  be  foiled 
for  a  moment,  but  he  will  never  be  fifbdued. 

In  the  fecond  place.  Let  me  aflc  you,  what  is  the 
ftate  of  your  mind  during  thefe  relapfes?  Are  you 
in  total  fubjeftion  to  the  fins  which  have  dominion 
over  you?  Is  your  confcience  lulled  in  a  profound 
fleep  ?  Do  you  roll  iniquity  like  a  fweet  morfel  un- 
der your  tongue?  Do  you  find  the  ways  of  fin  to  be 
ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  to  be  peace  i 
Is  your  bondage  fweet,  and  are  the  chains  of  your 
captivity  become  pleafant  to  you  ?  Then  I  pronounce 
that  there  are  no  fymptoms  of  fpiritual  life  within 
you }  then  your  fleep  is  unto  death.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  the  dominion  which  fin  has  over  you, 
againft  the  bent  of  your  foul  ?  Whilft  you  fleep,  does 
your  heart  wake  ?  During  your  captivity,  is  your 
face  towards  Jerufalem  ?  Do  you  lament  the  deceit- 
fulnefs  of  your  heart,  the  feeblenefs  of  your  refolu* 
tions,  aiid  your  own  impotence  to  faveyourfelf  ?  Do 
you  ftrive  to  burft  afunder  the  bands  which  detain 
you  ?  Then  there  is  hope  in  Ifi-ael  concerning  you* 
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In  the /irir^/ place,  Let  me  aik  you,  what  is  the  na- 
ture of  the  fins  into  which  you  hll  ?  Are  they  con- 
trived beforehand,  deliberate  ?  Do  you  conunit  them 
with  cooinefs  and  with  confideration  ?  Or  are  you  led 
aftray  on  a  fudden  by  the  ftrength  of  temptation,  and 
power  of  prevailing  paffion  ?  The  beft  of  men  are  fub- 
je£k  to  the  impulfeof  paflion;  may  yield  to  theftrength 
of  temptation,  and  be  overtaken  in  a  fault.  But  he  is 
a  wicked  man  who  lins  upon  a  plan;  who  makes  a  fyf- 
tem  of  iniquity ;  who  contrives  fcenes  of  mifchief  up- 
on his.bed,  and  who  rifes  to  execute  with  ardour  what 
he  has  contrived  with  coolnefs.  If  the  fun  goes  down 
upon  thy  wrath,  or  any  other  bad  paffion;  if  day  unto 
day  uttereth  fpeech  of  your  evil  deeds ;  if  night  after 
night  findeth  you  in  thefervice  of  fin,  then  you  are 
a  finner  indeed,  then  you  are  in  the  gall  of  bittemefs 
and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity. 

Let  me  alk  again.  What  are  the  fins  that  moft  eafi- 
ly  befet  you?  The  fins  of  men  may  be  divided  into 
two  claffes.  The  one  kind  flows  from  a  good  pru>- 
ciple  wrong  direfted,  from  the  perverfion  and  abufe 
of  laudable  inclinations ;  the  other  kind  flows  from 
evil  principles  and  a  bad  heart.  Of  the  latter  kind* 
are  malice,  envy,  treachery,  cruelty,  malignity,  da^ 
ceit,  and  hypocrify.  Thefe  indicate  a  niind  which 
neither  fears  God  nor  regards  man.  The  beft  Chris- 
tians will  at  times'  fall  into  fins ;  but  they  will  never 
harbour  in  their  heart  the  dark  offspdng  of  heU. 
They  may  have  the  failings  and  the  faults  of  men ; 
but  they  will  never  have  the  crimes  of  devils*  nor 
the  fpirit  of  the  damned. 

Vbrsb  6.    At  mdfdgbt  there  was  a  crjheami*    At 
midnight,  die  hour  of  filence  and  repofe,.  wMen  t^e 
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operadbns  of  natiiyt  feemcd  to  ftand  ftili^  tnd  all 
things  vere  tt  reft>  wbcQ  therr  wit  no  cxpodatioii 
of  any  event,  then  was  the  cry  heard^  then  was  die 
alann  ^ytt^-^Btbold  tbf  brldigroam  cometh,  g§ye  aiti 
t9  men  bim  /  And  indeed,  my  brethren,  it  often  hap* 
pens,  that  onr  htt  hour  comes  nnezpeded.  When 
we  are  bufied  in  fome  fovourite  fchemeg  when  we  vm 
laying  a  fcene  of  happinefs  which  we  ezped  will  laft 
for  years,  the  awfu|  voice  cornea,  ^*  This  night  thy 
^  foul  flAll  be  required  of  the^*''  I  mentioa  not 
this  as  if  {  thought  it  one  of  the  evils  of  life^  If  we 
are  prqiared  to  die,  a  fudden  death  muit  be  the  nofi; 
agreeable  oi^  ati.  The  fervant  who  i&  doing  his  duly, 
will  be  agreeably  furprifedat  an  unezpeAed  ?i^ 
from  bis  mailer*  The  foldier  whofe  arms  are  crown** 
ed  with  conqueft,  would  be  haqtpy  if  his  prince 
^ould  fuddenly  come  to  be  the  witneis  of  his  v^ory. 

Vs&si  ^,  Tben  M  tbrfe  virgins  ar$fej  and  trimmed 
fkeir  hn^f  Their  lamps  were  not  gone  out,  thoug[h 
they  were  not  burning  bright*  They  foon  aiofe  and 
trimmed, them,  to  mtei  the  bridegroom.  A  good 
man  is  always  habitually  prepared  for  dcadk.  He 
l^as  an  interefl  in  the  righteoulhers  <tf  his  Redeemer, 
which  purchafed  Kfe  and  immortality  to  men ;  aad 
he  is  poffeCed  of  thofe  good  and  holy  di^iofitions 
which  fit  us  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  fight* 
Such  a  perfen  ia  ever  ijx  a  flate  ol  pcitparatiaa  to 
peet  with  W«  lord, 

V£asK  9.  jtnd  tbiJb^S/k  nnPginsfaidnniB  ihifmfi^ 
Civi  ni  $fy9ur  pit.  Mar^  here,  my  brethren^  the  tii- 
pmph  of  religion.  Wicked  men  at  the  laft  any  tlie 
#ate  tnd  the  happincis  of  the  good,  and  defire  to 
partakei^it,    Thmi^  ^limivri^  wktf^Ms 
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who  feoff  at  religion,  and  laugh  at  every  thing  that  is 

ferious,  will  gladly  fay  to  thofe  humble  and  contrite 

.ones  whom  they  now  defpife,  **  Give  us  of  your  oil." 

^*  Let  us  die  the  death  of  the  righteous ;  let  our  laft 

"  end  be  like  his."    "  Would  to  Gpd  our  fouls 

**  wcte  in  your  fouls  place."    Feeble  and  ineffedu- 

\       al  wifhes !  which  difcover  their  mifery,  but  which 

^      cannot  fave  them  from  it. 

4.      '   V£RSB  9*  Li/i  there  be  not  enough  form  and  you. 

*     There  are  no  works  of  fupererogation.    After  we 

I     hare  done  all,  we  are  unprofitable  fervants  ;  and 

I     though  we  were  perfed,  we  can  aifign  no  part  of 

[     our  righteoufnefs  to  you :   "  go  to  thofe  that  fell." 

Go  to  the  ordinances  of  Divine  appointment ;  im* 

prove  thofe  means  of  grace  which  you  formerly  de^ 

ffikd ;  break  off  your  fins  by  repentance  i  who 

)wow5  if  it  be  yet  too  late  f'^Catera  de/unt. 


i 
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Luke  ix.  28—36. 

2$  Andkeame  t9pafs^  ahtnU  an  eigbi  dayt  after  theft  f^fings^  £c 
t^i  Peter^  and  John^  and  Jamet^  and  went  up  into  a  mountmn  to  frey. 

29  jind  at  be  prayed^  tbefa/bion  ofhu  countenance  wot  altered^  and 
hit  raiment  was  white  and  gliftering. 

30  And  behold^  there  talked  with  him  two  men,  which  were  Mo/es 
and  EUat  ; 

•  31  Who  appeared' in  glory  ^  and fpohe  of  hit  deceafe  which  he Jhonid 
accon^UJb  at  Jerufalem. 

32  JBut  Peter y  and  they  that  were  with  him,  were  heavy  withfletp  i 
and  when  they  were  awaie,  they  f aw  hit  glory ,  and  the  two  men  that 
ftood  with  him, 

53  And  it  came  topqfsf  at  they  darted  from  Imn^  Peter  food  mtto 
Jefut,  Mq/ter,  it  it  good  for  ut  tobe  here  ;  and  let  ut  make  three  tabet'' 
nacletf  one  for  thee t  and  one  for  Mofetf  and  om  for  Eliat  :  not  know' 
ing  what  hefaid, ' 

34  While  he  thutfpale,  there  came  a  cloud,  and overfbadowed  them  t 
and  they  feared  at  they  entered  into  the  clouds 

35  And  there  came  a  voice  out  of  the  cloudy  Jay  ing,  Thit  it  my  belovm 
ed  Son,  hear  him, 

36  And  when  the  voice  wot  pajl,  Jefut  war  found  alone  :  and 
they  kept  it  clofe,  and  told  no  man  in  thofe  dayt  any  ofthoft  thingt  which 
they  hadfeen, 

IN  thefe  verfeSy  we  have  an  account  of  a 
very  remarkable  event.  Our  Saviour  having  foretold 
his  fufferings  and  death,  in  order  to  keep  alive  the 
faith  and  hopes  of  his  difciples^  who  would  be  apt 
to  defpair  under  that  mournful  event,  alfo  foretold 
them,  that  fome  of  their  own  number,  before  their 
departure,{houId  behold  him  coming  in  hi«  kingdom. 
"  But  I  tell  you  of  a  truth,  there  be  fome  (landing 
^*  here,  which  fhall  not  tafte  of  death  till  they  fee  the 
«  kingdom  of  God." 
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As  an  accomplifliment  of  this  predi&ion,  he  takes 
his  three  favourite  difciples,  Peter,  James,  and 
John,  and  having  carried  them  to  an  high  moun* 
tain,  was  transfigured  before  their  eyes,  that  he  might 
give  them  fome  idea  of  the  glory  of  that  kingdom  to 
which  he  was  afterwards  to  afcend.  The  mountain 
here  mentioned,  by  tradition,  is  Tabor,  a  hill  of 
great  beauty,  and,  according  to  Jorephus,  very  high. 

Many  magnificent  events  in  the  Divine  difpenfa* 
tions,  have  been  tranfaded  on  hills.  It  was  on 
mount  Sinai  that  God  defcended  to  give  the  law  : 
it  was  on  the  hill  of  Moriah  that  he  commanded 
Ifaac  to  be  facrificed :  it  was  on  the  hill  of  Zion 
that  he  ordered  the  temple  to  be  built:  from  the 
mount  of  Olives,  Chrifl:  was  wont  to  fend  up  his 
prayers  to  Heaven  ;  and  on  the  mount  Tabor  he 
was  transfigured,  and  appeared  in  glory  to  his  difci- 
pies.  This  is  founded  upon  nature.  There  is  an 
air  of  grandeur  in  a  lofty  mountain,  that  lofes  itfelf 
in^  the  heavens,  and  cafteth  its  fhadow  into  diftant 
lands,  which  accords  with  the  natural  greatnefs  of 
the  foul,  and  awakens  a  feeling  that  is  highly  favour- 
able to  devotion.  The  grandeur,  the  awfulnefs,  the 
filence,  and  the  folitude  of  the  fcene,  affift  fenti- 
ments  of  religious  adoration.  Remote  from  man, 
and  exalted  above  the  turbulence  of  the  inferior 
world,  we  breathe  celeftial  air,  we  feel  divinity  more 
prefent,  and  bow  down  and  worlhip  in  the  temple 
not  made  with  hands.  Hence  men,  aduated  by  their 
natural  feelings,  and  under  the  impreffions  of  reli- 
gious awe,  have  fo  often  been  guided  to  ere£l  their 
temples  upon  hills,  and  to  confecrate  to  the  Deity 
loch  places  as  thofe,on  which  he  had  appeared,  and 
where  his  footfteps  were  feen. 
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We  are  told,  that  our  Saviour  went  up  to  thii 
mountain  to  pray.  Chrift  began  all  his  great  workt 
with  prayer  to  Heaven.  Before  kc  entered  on  hi$ 
public  miniftry,  he  retired  into  the  wildernefs,  and 
devoted  forty  days  to  contemplation  and  prayer# 
When  he  was  about  to  fuifer  his  laft  agony,  he  went 
and  prayed  in  the  garden*  And  here,  when  he  en- 
ters upon  his  transfiguration,  he  went  up  to  a  moun- 
tain to  pray.  Uluftrious  example  of  piety  and  devo-* 
tion  !  worthy  the  fludy  and  imitation  of  the  world. 
If  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  the  Mediator  between  God 
and  man,  who  had  no  errors  to  be  cot  reded,  who 
had  no  fins  to  be  forgiven,  and  who  had  few  wants 
to  be  relieved,  if  he  entered  upon  no  important  work 
without  prayer  to  Heaven,  if  he  fpent  whole  nigbca 
in  the  fervour  of  devotion,  ihatl  men,  (hall  feeble,  in* 
digent,  and  finful  men,  dare  to  attempt  works  of  im-- 
porunce,  or  rufli  into  fcenes  of  danger,  without  lih^ 
ing  up  their  eyes  and  hearts  to  Heaven,  and  implor<« 
ingtheprotedkmandaffiftanceofPravidence?  And 
yet  it  is  to  be  dreaded  that  there  are  many  perfoas 
whfo  go  under  the  name  of  Chriftians,  wha  fire  in 
the  conftant  and  habitual  negleft  of  this  duty  ;  who 
go  out  and  come  in,  who  rife  up  and  fie  down,  with- 
out once  bending  the  knee  to  the  God  of  Heaven^ 
and  who,  unleft  on  this  returning  day,  when  they 
join  m  the  public  devotions  of  the  Church,  never 
acknowledge  their  dependence  upon  God.  Far  be 
fuch  condud  from  you,  my  brethren. 

Peter^  yamety  and  John ^  were  alfo  chofen  as  the 
witneffes  of  our  Saviom*^s  agt>ny«  If  they  rqmced 
with  him  on  mount  Tabor,  they  aHb  fnffered  with 
him  in  the  garden  of  Gethfemane;    Ami  utdcetf  it 
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feems  to  be  one  of  the  general  laws  by  which  this 
world  is  governed,  thatthofe  who  have  the  higheft 
enjoyments  (hould  alfo  have  the  deepeil  afflidions. 
Providence  has  wifely  balanced  human  affairs,  and 
fet  the  day  of  profperity  againil  the  day  of  adverfity. 
The  moft  enchanting  hopes  give  rife  to  the  moft 
mortifying  difappointments  ;  the  moft  tranfporting 
enjoyments  end  in  the  crueleft  laffitude  and  difguft  ; 
and  the  higheft  honor  is  fucceeded  by  the  loweft 
dlfgrace.  The  fame  lively  paffions  and  fine  feelings 
that  give  the  greateft  relifli  to  profperity,  give  alfo 
the  fevereft  fmart  to  the  wounds  of  adverfity. 

The  transfiguration  itfelf  is  next  related.  The  evan- 
gelifts  feem  to  vie  with  one  another  in  defcribing  the 
glories  of  this  fcene.  During  this  period,  we  are 
toldi^  the  fajhion  rf  his  countenance  was  altered  ;  his 
face  did  Jhine  as  thefun^  and  his  raiment  was  white  as 
the /now.  When  Mofes  received  the  law  upon  mount 
Sinai,  his  countenance  (hone  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
the  Ifraelites  could  not  behold  him.  But  a  greater 
than  Mofes  was  here ;  and  he  was  invefted  with  great- 
er  majefty.  The  fplendour  of  his  Divinity  fhone 
through  the  veil  with  which  it  was  clouded  ;  he  re- 
aflumed  fome  rays  of  that  glory  which  he  had  with 
the  Father  before  the  world  was ;  and  he  ftood  con- 
feffed  the  Son  of  the  living  God. 

To  heighten  the  grandeur  and  the  folemnity  of  the 
fcene,  Mofes,  the  giver  of  the  law,  and  Elias,  the 
greateft  among  the  Prophets,  defcendedfrom  heaven, 
and  conferred  with  him  concerning  his  kingdom.  It 
is  ufual  for  the  chief  minifters  of  a  kingdom  to  refign 
the  feals  and  badges  of  their  authority  to  their  fuN 
ceflbrs  in  office.    Thus,  Mofes  and  Elias,  who  had 

LlI 
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been  the  mimilers  of  the  kingdom  of  God  under  the 
Old  Teftament,  the  one  reprefenting  the  law,  the 
other  reprefenting  the  prophets,  refigned  their  author- 
ity to  Jefus  Chrift,  who  was  Co  reign  for  ever  and 
ever.  Had  we,  my  brethren,  been  prefent  on  the 
mount  of  transfiguration,  been  fpedators  of  this 
wonderful  fcene ;  had  we  beheld  the  glorified  fpirits 
of  Mofes  and  Elias,  arrayed  in  the  robes  of  heaven, 
and  adorned  with  the  beauties  of  immortality  ;  had 
we  beheld  the  Son  of  the  Mod  High  clothed  with 
uncreated  light,  and  appearing  in  the  glories  of  Divine 
ity  unveiled  ;  had  we  heard  the  voice  of  the  Almigh- 
ty proclaiming  from  the  overlhadowing  cloud.  This  is 
my  beloved  Son^  hear  bini;  would  we  not  have  been  , 
thrown  into  that  delightful  amazement  of  foul,  that 
trance  and  ecftafy  of  fpiritual  joy,  which  the  difdples 
were  in  when  they  cried  out,  not  knowing  what  they 
faid,  Lord^  it  is  goedfor  us  to  be  here  ;  let  tts  build  three 
tabernacles^  oneforthee^  one  for  Mofes^  and  we  for  Elias  f 
The  evangelift  tells  us,  that  the  difciples  were 
heavy  with  fleep,  or  rather  heavy  as  with  fleep ;  and 
Mark  fays  that  they  were  fore  afraid.  From  com* 
paring  them  together,  it  appears  to  have  been  a  rap- 
ture and  an  aftonifliment  that  fufpended  all  the  pow« 
ers  of  the  foul,  with  a  ftillnefs  fimilar  to  fleep.  The 
fublime  appearances  which  they  faw  (truck  a  fudden 
terror  into  their  minds,  and  occafioned  that  ecftafy 
of  foul  which  holy  men  were  generally  in  when  they 
were  favoured  with  the  vifions  of  God«  Mofes  and 
Elias  were  properly  chofen  as  meflengers  to  our  Sa- 
viour, and  witneffes  of  his  trans%uration,  as  both 
of  them  were  eminent  types  of  Chrift,  acceptable  to 
God  for  their  faith  and  holinefs,  and  adoured  by  the 
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tei  Jews  their  countrymen,  for  the  miracles  which  they 
r,fi!  had  performed.  Both  of  them  were  admitted  to 
Dticf.  conference  with  God  in  Horeb ;  both  of  them  had 
TJii  fafted  forty  days  ;  both  of  them  had  divided  the  wa- 
I  tk  ters ;  they  had  been  both  the  meflengers  of  God  to 
jtlii'{  Kings ;  and  as  they  were  marvellous  in  their  lives, 
iri:!  fo  there  was  fomething  extraordinary  and  miracu- 
[^  lous  in  both  their  departures.  Mofes  died  at  the 
y  commandment  of  the  Lord,  and  was  buried  in  a  place 
di  which  no  man  knew.  Elias,  without  feeing  death, 
da-  was  tranilated  to  heaven  in  a  chariot  of  fire. 
rj.  When  this  celeftial  triumvirate  had  aflembled,  what 

!i:  was  the  topic  of  their  converfation  ?  Did  their  dif- 

91  courfe  run  upon  the  fate  of  empires  and  the  fall  of 

f ,         kings  ?  Did  they  converfe  about  the  progrefs  of  the 
»  human  genius,  about  the  improvements  of  fociety, 

[  the  inventions  of  art,  and  the  difcoveries  of  fcience  ? 

f  Did  they  talk  of  the  glories  of  that  heaven  from 

which  they  had  defcended,  or  attempt  a  defcription 
of  thofe  manfions  above,  whofe  beauty  eye  hath  not 
feen,  and  whofe  joys  ear  hath  not  heard  ?  No,  my 
brethren,  an  event  greater  than  ail  thefe  engaged  their 
attention.  They  talked  of  that  deceafe  or  departure 
which  our  divine  Redeemer  ivas  to  accomplijh  at  Jeru- 
falem.  The  profped  of  fuffering  an  ignominious  and 
an  accurfed  death,  had  always  appeared  to  our  Sa- 
viour a  circumftance  of  diftrefs,  and  filled  him  with 
difmal  forebodings  of  mind.  As  the  evdnt  drew  nearer^ 
thefe  forebodings  increafed.  The  profpef):  of  being 
forfaken,  denied,  and  betrayed  by  his  friends  ;  of  be- 
ing m  ocked  and  tortured  and  crucified  by  his  enemies; 
th  e  terrors  of  the  hour  and  power  of  darknefs ;  the 
agony  in  the  garden  j  the  horrors  ofthecrofs;  the 
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aflault  of  devils  and  wicked  fpirits  ;  and,  far  above  all, 
the  hiding  of  his  Father's  countenance,  and  drinking 
the  cup  of  the  wrath  of  God ;  thefe  were  circumftan- 
ces  of  tremendous  fuflFering,  fufficient  to  have  over- 
whelmed his  human  nature  with  horror  anddefpair. 
But  as  an  angel  was  fent  to  comfort  him  in  the 
garden,  fo  here  two  illuftrious  faints  defcended  from 
heaven  to  allay  the  terrors  of  that  deceafe  which  he 
was  to  accomplilh  at  Jerufalem.  They  might  rcprc- 
fent  his  paflion  to  him  as  entering  into  the  councils 
of  heaven  before  the  world  began  ;  as  the  hope  and 
expe^hition  of  all  the  patriarchs  and  prophets  and 
righteous,  men  under  the  law ;  as  the  accomplifii- 
ment  of  all  the  prophecies  delivered  to  the  Old  Tef- 
tament  Church  5  as  the  fulfilment  of  all  the  types 
and  prefigurations  of  the  Mofaic  inftitution ;  as  the 
confummation  of  the  legal  economy,  and  period  of 
the  Jewifli  Church  ;  and  as  the  commencement  of  a 
new  age  and  higher  order  of  events.  They  might 
place  it  before  his  eyes  as  confirming  his  doftrine 
from  above ;  as  magnifying  the  law  and  making  it  . 
honorable  ;  as  rendering  glory  to  God  in  the  high- ,. 
eft,  and  reftoring  peace  on  earth,  and  good-will  to-/' 
wards  men;  as  conquering  the  principalities  an4 
powers  of  darknefs,  and  fetting  open  the  gates  of 
paradife  for  all  the  faithful  to  enter  in.  They  might 
fet  it  before  his,eyes  as  the  means  of  overthrowing 
the  kingdom  of  Satan  j  as  diflFufing  light  and  life  and 
falvation  through  the  world  ;  as  uniting  the  nations 
in  the  bonds  of  charity  and  love  ;  as  being  the  great 
theme  to  the  Church  univerfal  under  the  New  Tef- 
tament ;  as  affording  a  fubjecl  for  new  hymns  and 
anthems  to  the  heavenly  hoft';  as  reaching  beyond 
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^  the  circle  of  time,  and  drawing  hofannas  of  praifc 
^  from  the  heirs  of  immortality,  through  the  round  of 
everlafting  ages.  Thefe  confiderations  would  com- 
fort our  Redeemer  under  the  forebodings  of  his  paf- 
fion ;  and  the  profped  of  the  joy  that  was  fet  before 
him  would  animate  and  ftrengthen  him  to  endure 
the  crofs,  to  defpife  the  fhame,  and  to  finifh  the  work 
which  the  Father  gave  him  to  do. 

^  Seeing  then  that  the  death  and  paflion  of  our  Sa- 
viour  is  an  event  of  fuch  infinite  importance,  let  us, 
my  brethren,  make  it  the  theme  of  our  praife,  and 
i  the  fubje£t  of  our  contemplation.  Let  us  frequently 
call  to  mind  that  fcene  which  mount  Calvary  beheld, 
the  fufferings  that  our  Saviour  there  endured,  the 
groans  that  he  uttered,  and  the  blood  that  he  fhed 
on  our  behalf.  Let  us  dwell  on  that  marvellous  love 
which  moved  him  to  undergo  fuch  unutterable  ago- 
nies, till  we  feel  its  transforming  power  and  efficacy, 
and  are  changed  into  the  fame  image  frgm  glory  to 
glory ;  that  fo  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  which  was  to  the 
Jews  a  ilumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks  fooliih- 
nefs,  may  become  to  us  the  wifdom  and  the  power 
of  God. 

Versb  36.  And  they  kepi  it  clofe^  and  told  no  man. 
Though  they  were  fo  highly  favoured  of  their  Lord, 
allowed  to  behold  him  in  the  glories  of  his  friture 
kingdom,  and  to  l^old  converfe  with  two  illuftrious 
meflengers  from  tHe  manfions  above,  neverthelefs 
they  made  no  merit  of  the  preference  that  was  fhown 
them,  and  even  concealed  from  the  world  that  they 
were  diftinguifhed  from  the  reft  of  the  apoftles. 
Such,  my  brethren,  is  the  uniform  condud  of  good 
Cbriftians.    The  manifeftations  of  heaven  only  in« 
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fpire  them  with  humility.     He  is  but  a  novice  in  the 
fchool  of  Chriftianity,  who  is  puffed  up  by  any  priv* 
ileges  which  hie  has  attained.     Greater  degrees  of 
grace,  and  higher  attainments  in  virtue,  banifh  all 
felf-conceit  and  fpiritual  pride.     This  holds  in  other 
matters  as  well  as  in  religion.     The  pretender  air- 
ways outdoes  the  real  charader.     The  a^or  always 
exceeds  nature,  and  goes  beyond  the  life.     In' friend* 
(hip,  thofe  who  have  leaft  of  the  reality,  have  gen- 
erally mofl:  of  the  appearance  and  pretence.     Men 
of  the  greateft  talents  and  abilities  appear  in  conver- 
fatioh  but  like  other  men ;  whilft  fools  and  cox- 
combs aflume  thofe  airs  of  fuperiority,  and  that  tone 
of  folemn  pedantry,  which  amazes  the  ignorant. 
This  holds  even  in  infidelity  itfelf.    Thofe  wretches, 
who  fet  their  mouths  againfl  the  heavens,  and  pro- 
fefs  open  impiety,  are  generally  hypocrites  in  wick- 
ednefs,  who  believe  and  tremble  when  alone,  and 
are  in  the  horrors  whenever  they  are  left  in  the  dark. 
Beware  therefore  of  a  form  of  religion  without  the 
power  thereof.     The  voice  of  true  piety  is  not  heard 
in  the  ftreets.     She  founds  no  trumpet  before  her, 
afFe£):s  no  appearances,  and  lays  claim  to  no  dtftinc- 
tions.    Thofe  perfons  are  always  to  be  fufpeded  who 
covet  the  public  eye ;  who  make  a  (how  of  their 
fanftity,  and  who  endeavour  to  dazzle  the  world 
with  the  pomp  and  the  parade  of  godiinefs.     Let 
men  difc over  your  piety  and  virtue  ;  do  not  you  dif- 
cover  them  yourfelves.     There  is  all  the  difiereoce 
in  the  world  betwixt  being  exemplary  and  being  of- 
tentatious .     When  the  angels  defcended  of  old,  they 
were  in  form  and  appearance  like  men ;  but  when 
the  devil  appeared,  he  transformed  hlmfelf  into  an 
angel  of  light. 
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[The  Eagiiih  edition  contaiiw  the  prayers,  hymns,  and  other  ceremonies  prac* 
ticed  in  the  prelbyterian  churches  of  Scotland ;  but  as  thefis  are  of  a  local 
nature,  and  as  their  infertion  wonld  fwell  the  volume  beyond  the  propofed 
fizc,  it  was  thonght  expedient  to  omit  all  but  the  fermons.] 
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Luce  xxii.  44. 

And  being  in  an  agony. ^-^ 

JL  HE  agony  of  our  Lord  in  the  gar- 
den»  and  his  complaints  upon  the  crofs,  are  the  moft 
extraordinary  parts  of  his  life.  A  dread  of  thofe  fuf- 
ferings  which  he  was  to  undergo,  appears  to  have 
made  a  ftrong  impreffion  upon  his  mind*  Forebo- 
dings of  them  frequently  difturbed  his  repofe,  and 
overwhelmed  his  fpirits.  Many  days  before  his  paf- 
iion,  he  cried  out,  ^^  Now  am  I  troubled,  and  what 
"  (hall  I  fay  ?  Father  favc  me  from  this  hour."  It 
was  probably  with  a  view  to  confole  his  mind  in  fuch 
a  dejeded  ftate,  that  he  was  transfigured  ;  that  he 
re-aflumed  the  glory  which  he  had  with  the  Father 
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before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  and  was  favoured 
with  the  prefence  of  Mofes  and  Elias  irom  the  man- 
fions  of  immortality  ;  for,  as  we  are  informed  by  the 
Evangelift,  they  talked  of  that  deceafe  which  he  was 
to  accomplifh  at  Jerufalem.     Magnanimity  in  all  its 
exertions  was  a  confpicuous  part  of  his  character. 
He  who  walked  upon  the  water,  who  flept  in  tran- 
quillity amid  the  ftorm,  and  who  encountered  the  foe 
of  mankind  in  the  defert,  cannot  be  accufed  of  a  de- 
fefl:  in   courage.     When  a  band  of  foldiers,  with 
Judas  at  their  head,  came  to  apprehend  him,  and  in- 
quired for  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  he  faid  unto  them^ 
**  I  am  he,"  and  by  the  dignity  of  his  demeanour, 
(truck  them  with  awe.     When  he  was  accufed  by  the 
chief  priefts  and  elders  before  the  judgment-feat  of 
Pilate,  with  that  majeftic  iilence  which  is  fometimes 
the  bed  expreffion  of  fortitude,  he  anfwered  not  a 
word.     Nay,  when  he  underwent  the  fevereft  of  his 
bodily  fufferings  upon  the  crofs,  he  endured  them 
with  a  tranquillity,  a  firmnefs,  and   magnanimity, 
which  difplay  a  mind  truly  great  and  undaunted. 
How,  therefore,  on  fome  other  occafions,  his  fpirit 
was  overwhelmed,  is  a  fubjeft  worthy  of  our  inquiry 
at  all  times.     More  particularly  on  this  day,  when 
We  have  aflembled  together  to  renew  the  memorial 
of  his  death  upon  the  crofs,  and  to  recall  the  remem- 
brance of  all  his  fufferings. 

In  further  difcourfmg  upon  this  fubje£k,  I  ihall,  in 
ihtjirjl  place,  fet  before  you  the  account  which  is 
given  of  his  fufferings  ;  and,  fecondlyy  endeavour  to 
ailign  the  caufes  of  them. 

In  ihtjlrjl  place,  I  am  to  fet  before  you  the  account 
which  is  given  of  his  fufferings. 


MORNING  SERVICE.  473 

That  night  in  which  he  was  betrayed,  the  Saviour 
of  the  world  went  into  the  garden  of  Gethfemane  and 
afcended  the  mountain  of  Olives,  as  he  was  wont  to 
do.     This  had  been  his  accuftomed  retreat  from  the 
world  ;  here  was  the  hallowed  ground  to  which  he 
retired  for    prayer  and    contemplation ;    here  he 
had  often  fpent  the  night  in  intercourfe  with  Heaven. 
He  was  accompanied  by  Peter,  James,  and  John,  the 
very  fame  difciples  who  had  been  the  witnefTes  of  his 
glorious  transfiguration,  when  Mofes  and  Elias  had 
appeared  to   him,  and  a  voice  had  come  from  the 
overihadowing  cloud,  '*  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in 
^*  whom  I  am  well  pleafed.**     What  a  different  fcene 
now  prefented  itfelf !  the  rays  of  glory  fhone  no 
more;  the  Divine  prefence  was  withdrawn  ;    the 
voice  from  heaven  ceafed  ;  that  time  was  now  come, 
which  is  fo  emphatically  called  the  hour  and  power  of 
darknefs. 

He  had  lately  partaken  of  the  paflbver  with' his 
difciples  ;  that  paflbver  which,  with  fo  much  earneft- 
nefs,  he  had  defired  to  eat ;  he  had  inflituted  the 
holy  facrament  of  the  fupper  }  *  he  had  delivered 
thofe  divine  difcourfes  recorded  in  the  Gofpel  of 
John  ;  he  had  warned  them  againft  deferting  him 
in  the  hour  of  temptation  ;  he  had  felefted  three  of 
them  to  attend  him  in  his  forrows  :  neverthelefs, 
even  thefe  three,  thus  favoured,  thus  honored,  thus 
warned,  forgat  all  that  had  been  faid  and  done,  and 
unconcerned  funk  into  fleep.  He  was  left  alone  to 
endure  the  bitternefs  of  that  hour. 

The  feverity  of  his  fufferings  in  the  garden,  the 
anguifhand  the  horror  which  then  overwhelmed  him, 
appear  from  the  flrong  colours  in  which  they  are 
Mm  m 


474  L  O  R  D's  S  U  P  P  E  R. 

drawn  by  the  fiicred  writers.  They  fpeak  of  his  for- 
row  :  "  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto 
"  death/*  They  fpeak  of  his  agony,  that  is,  the  mod 
inexpreflible  torment  of  mind  :  "  And  being  in  an 
"  agony."  They  fpeak  of  his  fears:  **He  was  heard 
"  in  that  he  feared."  They  fpeak  of  his  cries  and 
his  tears  :  "  He  offered  up  prayers  and  Supplications 
"  with  ftrong  crying  and  tears."  They  fpeak  of  the 
prodigious  effefts  his  agony  had  upon  his  body :  "His 
•*  fweat  was  as  it  were  great  drops  of  blood."  They 
fpeak  of  the  defire  he  had  to  withdraw  from  his  fuf- 
ferings  for  a  time  :  "  Father,  if  it  be  pofCble,  let  this 
"  cup  pafs  from  me," 

They  who  are  acquainted  with  the  ftyle  of  the 
Holy  Evangelifts,  know  how  remarkable  they  are 
for  fimplicity  of  narrative.  They  make  ufe  of  no 
oratorial  arts  to  intereft  the  paffions  of  their  readers, 
they  affed  no  threatenings  or  embellifhments  of 
eloquence,  but  place  the  plain  afbion  before  our  view, 
devoid  of  all  ornament  whatever.  Hiftorians  con- 
temporary  to  the  events  which  they  record,  and  who 
beheld  the  anions  which  they  defcribe,  ufually  give 
free  vent  to  their  paffions  in  relating  the  occurrences 
of  their  hiftory,  and  enter  with  the  zeal  of  parties 
upon  the  various  fubjeds  which  engage  their  atten- 
tion.  The  facred  writers,  on  the  other  hand,'  lay 
afide  every  thing  that  looks  like  paffion  or  party  zeal ; 
they  relate  events  not  like  men  who  were  interefted 
in  the  hOts  which  they  defcribe  ;  not  like  men  who 
had  a£leda  part  in  the  hiftory  they  write  ;  not  even 
with  the  ordinary  emotion  of  fpeftators,  but  with 
all  the  fimplicity,  and  concifenefs,  and  brevity,  of  aa 
evidence  in  a  court  of  juftice.    The  torments  which 
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our  Saviour  endured  in  the  garden,  therefore,  mud 
have  been  great  and  amazing,  when  the  facred  wri- 
ters clothe  them  with  all  the  circumftances  of  terror^ 
and  paint  them  in  all  the  colours  of  diftrefs.     What 
fhall  we  fay,  then,   to  account   for  this  dejedion 
which  our  Lord  felt,  and  for  this  defire  which  he  ex- 
prefled  to  be  faved  from  his  fufFerings  ?    In  the  ordi- 
nary courfe  of  human  aflfairs,  an  innocent  man  of  com- 
mon fortitude,refignshimfeIf  with  acquiefcence  to  his 
fate  ;  his  integrity  fupports  him  ;  a  good  caufe  and 
a  good  confcience  carry  him  onwards   through  life 
and   death,   undaunted  and   undifmayed.     Hence, 
many  illuftrious  and  virtuous  men  in  the  heathen 
world,  fupported  by  the  native  fortitude  of  the  hu- 
man niind,  poured  contempt  upon  all  the  forms  of 
death,  and  departed  with  magnanimity  and  with 
glory.    If  a  man  who  had  only  innocence  to  fup- 
port  him,  might  thus  acquiefce  in  his  doom,  one 
whofe  fufferings  were  to  be  publicly  ufeful,  whofe 
death  was  to  be  glorious  to  himfelf,  and  beneficial  to 
the  world,  might  rejoice  in  the  midft  of  his   fuflFer- 
ings,  and  exult  in  the  profped  of  death.     In  the 
early  times  of  the  Chriftian  Church,  the  firft  difci- 
ples  followed  their  Lord  in  a  path  that  was  marl^ed 
with  blood  ;  perTons  of  all  ranks,  of  all  ages,  and  of 
both  fexes,  braved  the  rage  of  the  enemy,  the  fword 
of  the  perfecutor,  the  fire  of  the  tormentor,  became 
candidates  for  the  crown  of  martyrdom,   and  with 
triumph  embraced  that  very  form  of  death  at  which 
our  Lord,  to  appearance,  now  trembled  and  ftood 
aghaft. 

This  leads  us  to  ihe/econd  thing  propofed,  whidi 
was  to  account  for  thefe  appearances  }  to  affignthe 
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caufes  of  our  Lord's  peculiar  fufferings.  In  general, 
then,  there  were  circumftances  in  the  paflion  of  our 
Lord,  of  a  fingular  kind,  fully  adequate  to  produce 
the  effefts  here  mentioned.  What  thefe  were,  will 
appear  when  we  confider  that  our  Lord  died  in  a 
ftate  where  he  was  abandoned  by  his  friends,  and  by 
mankind ;  that  he  died  in  a  ftate  of  ignominy ;  and 
that  he  died  in  a  ftate,  where,  after  fuffering  an  agony 
of  fpirit,  he  was  at  laft  forfaken  by  his  Father  in 
heaven.  While  the  two  former  of  thefe  can  hardly 
be  paralleled  in  all  their  circumftances,  the  laft  is 
entirely  peculiar  to  our  Lord,  and  conftitutes  the 
chief  branch  of  his  fufferings. 

Firji^  He  died  in  a  ftate  where  he  was  abandoned 
by  his  friends  and  by  mankind.  From  the  begin- 
ning he  found  the  world  againft  him.  He  came 
unto  his  own,  and  his  own  received  him  not.  He 
was  to  be  made  perfed  through  fufferings,  and  many 
were  the  diftrefles  which  wrung  his  heart,  before  the 
deceafe  which  he  accomplifhed  at  Jerufalem.  This 
was  the  fevereft  of  all,  from  the  manifold  terrors  that 
were  now  combined  together.  He  had  not  only  to 
carry  his  own  crofs,  to  have  his  head  crowned  with 
thorns,  to  be  derided  and  buffeted,  to  be  extended 
upon  the  accurfed  tree,  to  fuffer  the  fcourge,  the 
nails,  and  the  fpear.  All  this  he  was  fuperior  to  ; 
but  to  be  abandoned  by  his  friends,  and  by  all  man- 
kind, at  the  very  time  he  was  fuffering  for  their  fakes, 
was  the'peculiar  and  forlorn  fate  of  the  Saviour  of 
the  world. 

The  prefence  of  our  friends,  in  the  hour  of  trial, 
gives  a  fecret  ftrength  to  the  mind  ;  it  affords  a 
inelancholy  pleafure  to  die  among  thofe  with  whom 
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we  lived.  But  this  confolation  our  Saviour  had  not. 
He  had  chofen  twelve  friends  to  be  the  partners  of 
his  life,  and  the  companions  of  his  death.  One  of 
thefe  betrayed  him,  another  denied  him  ;  all  forfook 
him  and  fled. 

It  is  fome  relief  to  the  unhappy  fulFerer,  to  have 
the  paifions  of  the  fpeftators  on  his  fide;  from 
their  fympaihy  he  derives  courage,  and  the  pain  that 
is  felt  by  many  is  alleviated  to  the  one  who  fuflfers. 

But  the  high  and  the  low,  the  Jew  and  the  Heathen, 
entered  into  the  confpiracy  againfl:  Chrift.  The 
priefts  and  elders  accufed  him.  The  High  Prieft 
cried  out,  *^  He  is  guilty  of  death,"  Pilate,  his 
judge,  though  confcious  of  his  innocence,  though  he 
wafhed  his  hands  from  the  guilt  of  his  death,  ordered 
him  to  be  fcourged,  and  allowed  him  to  be  crucified. 
The  people,  with  a  frantic  ardour,  fought  his  death. 
That  very  people  who,  a  few  days  before,  upon  his 
triumphal  entry  into  Jerufalem,  had  ftrewed  the 
way  with  palm-branches,  and  cried  out,  *'  Hofanna 
**  to  the  Son  of  David  5*'  that  very  people,  fuch  is 
the  giddinefs  of  the  multitude,  now  cried  out, 
"  Crucify  him,  crucify  him.*'  Thus,  in  his  forrows, 
he  flood  by  himfelf,  a  wretched  individual  without 
a  friend.  When  the  Shepherd  was  fmitten,  the 
flieep  were  fcattered  abroad.  He  trode  the  wine- 
prefs  alone.  Of  the  people  there  were  none  with 
him.   When  he  died  for  all,  he  was  pitied  by  none. 

In  ihc/econdpldiCCj  He  died  in  a  ftate  of  ignominy. 
The  death  of  the  crofs  was  not  only  painful  and 
tormenting,  but  ignominious  alfo,  and  accurfed.  A 
death  that  was  never  inflifled  upon  free  men,  but 
referved  for  flaves  and  malefaSors,  for  the  bafeft  and 
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the  vileft  of  the  human  kind.  There  is  implanted 
in  the  mind  of  man  a  ftrong  abhorrence  of  fliame  and 
difgrace.  The  fenfe  of  ignominy  is  more  pungent 
in  a  noble  nature,  than  the  feeling  of  pain.  To 
want  the  appearance  of  innocence,  while,  at  the 
fame  time,  we  preferve  the  reality  ; ,  to  lie  under  the 
imputation  of  heinous  crimes  ;  to  die  the  death  of  a 
criminalj  and  leave  the  world  with  an  indelible  ftain 
upon  our  name  and  memory,  is  one  of  the  foreft 
trials  that  virtue  can  meet  with  upon  earth.  Yet 
evep  this  our  Lord  had  to  fuffer.  He  had  to  endure 
the  crofs,  and  fubmit  to  the  (hame.  It  was  foretold 
by  the  Prophet,  that  he  (hould  be  '^numbered  among 
"  tranfgrcffors."  And  although  he  was  holy,  harm- 
lefs,  undefiled,  and  feparate  from  tinners,  yet  he  was 
impeached  of  the  highefl  crimes  :  not  only  as  a 
violator  of  the  divine  law,  in  breaking  the  Sabbath, 
and  frequenting  the  company  of  finners,  but  alfo  as 
an  impoAor,  deluding  the  people }  as  a  blafphemer, 
afluming  to  himfelf  the  prerogatives  of  God  ;  and  as  a 
feditious  perfon,  perverting  the  nation,  ufurping  roy- 
al authority,  and  forbidding  to  give  tribute  to  Cadfar. 
^'  If  he  had  not  been  a  malefadtor,'*  faid  the  Jews  to 
Pilate,  ^^  we  fhould  not  have  delivered  him  up  to 
thee."  The  refentment  of  fuch  a  fituation  our  Lord 
felt  ftrongly,  and  difcovered  in  that  remarkable  fpeech, 
^^  Are  ye  come  againft  me  as  againft  a  thief,  with 
^*  fwords  and  with  ftaves  ?*'  Thus,  our  Lord  was 
not  only  a  fuffer er,  but  in  appearance  a  criminal  : 
lie  had  not  only  to  endure  the  pain,  but  the  ignominy 
of  the  crofs  ;  not  only  to  be  wounded  and  tormented, 
but  alfo  to  be  mocked,  reviled,  and  fcorned  by  the 
vileft  of  mankind.    Then  were  fulfilled  the  words 
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of  the  myftical  Prophet,  *'  I  am  a  reproach  of  men, 
**  and  defpifed  of  the  people.  All  they  that  fee  me, 
"  laugh  me  to  fcorn  :  they  Ihoot  out  the  lip,  they 
*^  (hake  the  head,  faying,  he  trufted  on  the  Lord, 
^'  that  he  would  deliver  him  :  let  him  deliver  him, 
**  feeing  he  delighted  in  him.**  There  is  not  a  cir- 
cumftance  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind  fo  ignominious, 
and  to  an  ingenuous  nature  fo  tormenting,  as  the 
following,  which  is  recorded  by  the  Evangelifts. 
Pilate  faid,  «  Shall  I  releafe  Jefus?"  « 1  hey  all  cried, 
"  not  this  man,  but  Barabbas.  Now  Barabbas  was 
«  a  robber." 

There  is  a  mifapprehenfion  into  which  we  are  apt 
to  fall,  in  confidering  the  fuflPerihgs  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
Whenever  he  appears  before  our  eyes,  the  fplendour 
of  his  Divinity  overcomes  the  mind,  and  in  the  Lord 
of  Glory  the  man  of  forrowsis  forgotten.  But,  my 
friends,  you  are  to  remember  that  as  God  is  by  his 
nature  incapable  of  pain  or  forrow,  in  all  fcenes  of 
diftrefs,  the  Divinity  withdrew,  that  the  Humanity 
might  fuffer.  Tes,  Chriftians,  the  man  Chrift  Jefu» 
was  like  one  of  outfelves,  as  encompafled  with  the 
fame  infirmities,  and  fubjeded  to  the  fame  diftrefles  ; 
as  acceifible  to  forrow,  and  as  fenfible  of  ignominy 
and  pain. 

Thirdly^  Our  Lord  died  in  a  ftate,  where,  after 
undergoing  an  agony  of  fpirit,  he  was  at  laft  forfaken 
by  his  Father  in  heaven.  The  prefence  of  God,  and 
the  aids  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  have  always  been  the 
confolation  of  good  men  in  their  afflidions.  They 
experienced  the  fulfilment  of  thefe  promifes,  ^'  As 
"  thy  days  arc,  fo  fball  thy  ftrength  be.  When  thou 
**  goeft  through  the  waters  I  will  go  with  thee,  and 
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"through  the  rivers,  they  (hall  not  overflow  thee# 
"  Our  fathers  trufted  in  thee/'  faith  the  Pfalmift, 
"  they  trufted,  and  thou  didft  deliver  them.'*  But 
in  the  fuflferings  endured  by  the  Redeemer  in  the 
garden,  and  on  the  crofs,  God  departed  from-  him, 
and  the  Divine  prefence  was  withdrawn. 

Chriftians  !  what  an  hour  wasf  that,  which  our 
Saviour  pafled  in  the  garden  of  Gethferaane  !  In  the 
time  of  his  paflion,  his  torments  fucceeded  one 
another.  He  was  not  at  the  fame  time  betrayed, 
mocked,  fcourged,  crowned  with  thorns,  pierced 
with  a  fpear,  extended  on  a  crofs,  and  forfaken  by 
his  Father  ;  but  here  all  thefe  torments  rofe  before 
him  at  once  :  all  his  pains  were  united  together  : 
what  he  was  to  endure  in  fucceflion,  now  crowded 
into  one  moment,  and  his  foul  was  overcome.  At 
this  time,  too,  the  powers  of  darknefs,  it  fhould  feem, 
were  permitted  to  work,  upon  his  imagination,  to 
difturb  his-  Spirit,  and  make  the  vale  through  which 
he  was  to  pafs,  appear  more  dark  and  gloomy. 

Add  to  this,  that  our  Saviour  having  now  come  to 
the  clofe  of  his  public  life,  his  whole  mediatorial  un- 
dertaking prefented  itfelf  to  his  view ;  his  eye  ran 
over  the  hiftory  of  that  race  which  he  came  to  fave 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time  ;  he  had  a 
feeling  of  all  the  mifery,  and  a  fenfe  of  all  the  guilt 
of  men.  If  he  looked  back  into  pad  times,  what  did 
he  behold  ?  The  earth  a  field  of  blood,  a  vale  of 
tears,  a  theatre  of  crimes.  If  he  cafl  his  eyes  upon 
that  one  in  which  he  lived,  what  did  he  behold  ? 
That  nation  to  whom  he  was  fent,  reje&ing  the  coun- 
fel  of  God  againit  themfelves,  imprecating  his  blood 
to  be  upon  them  and  their  children,  and  bringing 
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upon  themfelves  fuch  a  defolation  as  has  not  happen- 
ed to  any  other  people.  When  he  looked  forward 
to  fucceeding  ages,  what  did  he  behold  ?  He  faw 
that  the  wickednefs  of  men  was  to  continue  and 
abound,  to  ereft  a  Golgotha  in  every  age,  and  by  ob- 
ftinate  impenitence,  to  crucify  afrefh  the  Son  of  God. 
He  faw  that  in  his  bleffed  name,  and  under  th^  ban- 
ners of  his  crofs,  the  mod  atrocious  crimes  were  to 
be  committed,  the  fword  of  perfecution  to  be  drawn, 
the  beft  blood  of  the  earth  to  be  fhed,  and  the  no- 
bleft  fpirits  that  ever  graced  the  world  to  be  cut  off; 
he  faw  that  for  many  of  the  human  race  all  the 
efforts  of  faving  mercy  were  to  be  defeated  ;  that  his 
death  was  to  be  of  no  avail  ;  that  his  blood  was  to 
be  fhed  in  vain ;  that  his  agonies  were  to  be  loft,, 
and  that  it  had  been  happy  for  them,  if  he  had 
never-been  born.  He  faw  that  he  was  to  be  wounded 
in  the  houfe  of  his  friends  ;  that  his  name  was  to  be 
blafphemed  among  his  own  followers  ;  that  he  was 
to  b6  diflionored  by  the  wicked  lives  of  thofe  who 
called  themfelves  his  difciples  ;  that  one  man  was  to 
prefer  the  gains  of  iniquity,  another  the  blandish- 
ments of  pleafuf  e,  a  third  the  indulgence  of  malicious 
defire,  and  all  of  you,  at  times,  the  gratification  of 
your  favorite  paffion,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the 
God  of  peace,  and  the  dying  love  of  a  crucified  Re- 
deemer. While  the  hour  revolved  that  fpread  forth 
all  thefe  things  before  his  eyes,  we  need  not  wonder 
that  he  began  to  be  in  agony,  and  that  he  fweated  as 
it  were  great  drops  of  blood. 

On  the  crofs  that  agony  returned,  and  was  redoub- 
led. Judge  of  what  he  felt,  by  the  expreffions  of  the 
Prophet  in  the  inyftical  pfaljn,  "  My  God,  my  God, 

Nn  n 
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"  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me,  why  art  thou  fo  far 
"  from  helping  me,  and  from  the  words  of  my 
"  roaring  ?  O  my  God,  I  cry  in  the  day-time,  but 
"  thou  heareft  not,  and  in  the  night-feafon  I  am  not 
**  filent.  Our  fathers  trufted  in  thee  ;  they  trufted, 
*'  and  thou  didft  deh'ver  them.  But  I  am  a  worm, 
"  and  no  man,  a  reproach  of  men,  and  defpifed  of 
"  the  people.  I  am  poured  out  like  water.  My 
"  heart  is  melted  like  wax  in  the  midft  of  my 
"  bowels ;  thou  haft  brought  me  to  the  duft  of 
«  death." 

This  conftituted  what  the  ancient  church  called 
the  unknown  fufferings  of  Chrift.  In  the  cup  which 
the  father  gave  him  to  drink,  there  was  fomething 
Iharperthan  the  vinegar,  and  more  bitter  than  the 
gall.  The  darknefs  which  at  that  time  covered  the 
face  of  the  earth,  was  but  a  faint  emblem  of  that 
blacker  cloud  which  overwhelmed  his  foul.  What 
the  degree  of  thefe  unknown  fufFerings  was,  how 
they  were  inflidted,  or  hoNv  they  were  fuftained,  we 
cannot  tell.  But  the  complaint  of  dereliftion  which 
the  Saviour  then  uttered,  the  fenfe  which  all  nature 
had  of  its  Creator  rifing  in  wrath,  when  the  earth 
trembled,  the  rocks  were  rent  afunder,  and  the  grave 
gave  up  its  dead,  teftify  that  they  were  fuch  as  God 
only  could  inflid,  and  the  Son  of  God  only  could 
fuftain. 

Never  was  there  forrow  like  unto  this  forrow 
wherewith  the  Lord  now  chaftened  him  in  the  day 
of  tl^  fiercenefs  of  his  anger.  Upon  his  agony  in 
the  garden,  an  angel  from  heaven  ftrengthened  him. 
But  in  this  hour,  when  he  bore  the  fins  of  his  people^ 
when  the  pangs  of  death  took  hold  of  him,  wheit 
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the  forrows  of  hell  encompafled  him  ;  iti  this  hour 
of  unutterable  wo,  where  were  the  heavenly  meffen- 
gers,  and  where  was  the  countenance  of  his  Father, 
which  ufed  to  comfort  him,  and  to  fmile  upon  him  ? 
Alas  !  from  hi&Father  proceeded  thofe  very  fuffer- 
ings,  the  fevered  of  all  which  he  was  now  experi- 
encing. From  him  came  the  cup  of  trembling, 
which  he  was  now  doomed  to  drink,  and  the  vials 
of  vengeance  which  were  now  poured  upon  his 
head.  Abandoned  and  fmitten,  and  overwhelmed, 
he  cried  out,  "  My  God,  my  God  !  why  haft  thou 
«  forfaken  me  ?'* 

The  meafure  of  his  wo  was  now  full :  the  fufFer- 
ings  of  Chrift  were  completed.  Before  he  bowed 
the  head  and  yielded  up  the  ghoft,  he  looked  up  to 
the  heavens,  and  faw  the  darknefs  difappearing  from 
before  the  throne  of  God.  Filled  with  celeftial  fatis- 
fadion,  "  Father,"  faid  he,  "  into  thy  hands  I  now 
**  commit  my  fpirit.*^  There  was  but  one  pang 
more.  The  laft  cloud  was  vanilhing  from  the  fky, 
and  all  was  to  be  ferene  for  ever. 

From  fuch  a  fubjeft,  Chriftians,  what  fentiments 
arife  in  your  breafts,  and  what  refleftions  ought  we 
to  conclude  with  ?  How  is  the  condition  of  our  Re- 
deemer now  changed  !  From  a  fcene  of  terror  and 
diftrefs,  he  is  exalted  to  the  right  hand  of  the  Majefty 
in  the  heaven*.  As  the  fun  broke  out  from  the 
eclipfe  which  it  then  fuffered,  fo  did  the  light  of  his 
Father's  countenance  open  his  foul.  Shame,  and 
forrow,  and  fuffering,  were  fucceeded  by  glory,  and 
viftory,  and  triumph. 

What  confolation  do.es  not  this  yield  to  Chriftians 
in  all  their  afflidions  !  The  high  prieft  under   the 
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Law  was  taken  from  among  men,  that  he  might 
have  compaffion  on  the  ignorant,  and  on  thofc  who 
were  out  of  the  way  ;  for  that  he  himfelf  was  ,alfo 
compaffed  with  infirmity.  So  likewiCe  "  we  have 
"  not  a  High  Prieft  who  cannot  be  touched  with  the 
"  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  but  was  in  all  points* 
"  tempted  like  as  we  are,  but  without  fin.*'  '*  It  be- 
**  hoved  him  to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren,  that 
"  he  might  be  a  merciful  and  faithful  High  Prieft, 
"  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  to  make  reconciliation 
"  for  the  fins  of  the  people  :  for  in  that  he  himfelf 
"  hath  fuffered,  being  tempted,  he  is  able  to  fuccaur 
**  them  that  are  tempted." 

I  fhall  conclude  with  another  refle&ion.  Perfons 
of  humane  and  compailionate  feelings, .  when  they 
hear  the  account  of  their  Saviour's  fuflerings,  aie 
apt  to  be  moved  with  pity  for  his  diftreffcs,  and  to 
be  aduated  with  indignation  againft  his  enemies. 
But  thefe  pafiions,  in  thd  prefent  cafe,  my  brethren, 
are  mifapplied.  "  Weep  not  for  mc,  ye  daughters  of 
"  Jerufalem,"  faid  our  Lord,  when  in  the  midft  of  hia 
fufferings.  Thefe  fufferings  were  not  intended  to 
excite  the  fighs  of  fenfibility,  and  the  tears  of  diftrefs. 
Sympathy  is  not  the  proper  return  for  his  love*  His 
fuflFerings  are  the  objeSs  of  your  faith,  and  ought  lo 
awaken  your  gratitude.  Neither  vent  your  wrath 
againft  the  enemies  and  thecrucifiers  of  your  Saviour. 
Look  inwards,  O  man !  fearch  thine  own  bofom : 

y  There  dwell  the  murderersof  thy  Lord.     Thy  fins, 

'  I  thy  crimes,  thine  unhallowed  defires  and  uamortzfi- 

*  cd  paflions  were  the  aftors  in  that  dreadful   fcene. 

»'  The  Jev/s  and   Romans  were  but  inftrumentsin 

their  hands  :  but  the  feeble  executioners  of  that 
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wrath  which  they  provoked  and  drew  down.  On 
thefe,  therefore,  exhauft  thy  vengeance  :  bring  forth 
thofe  enemies  of  fhy  Saviour,  and  flay  them  before 
his  eyes. 

How  will  it  afFeft  the  mind  with  contrition  and  - 
godly  forrow,  when,  on  this  folemn  occafion,  you 
call  up  your  paft  fins  to  your  remembrance  !  How 
will  it  grieve  you  to  think,  as  one  by  one  they  pafs 
before  you  in  review,  that  each  of  them  added  a 
pang  to  your  Saviour's  agony,  and  formed  the  bir- 
ter  ingredients  of  that  cup  which  he  drank  !  Will 
not  this  confideration  break  your  covenant  with 
death,  and  difannul  your  agreement  with  hell  ?  Can 
you  ever  again  cherilh  thofe  fins  in  your  heart,  which 
not  only  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory  upon  Mount 
Calvary,  but  which  even  now  crucifjr  him  afrelh, 
and  put  him  to  open  ihame  ? 

But,  Chriftians,  I  hope  better  thingsof  you.  On 
this  occafion,  let  me  befeech  you,  by  the  fufferings 
of  your  crucified  Redeemer,  to  break  off  your  iniqui-  | 
ties  by  repentance.  Refolve  fincerely,  by  the  grace  [ 
of  God,  to  live  no  longer  in  fin.  Finally,  implore 
the  affiftance  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  to  renew  your  wills, 
and  purify  your  fouls.  Then  may  ye  rejoice  in  this 
the  day  of  your  folemnity,  and  be  welcome  guefts  at 
the  table  of  the  Lord.  Then  (hall  ye  be  joyfully  in- 
vited to  the  marriage-fupper  of  the  Lamb.  Then 
fhali  Jefus  manifeft  himfelf  to  you  in  the  breaking  of 
bread.  He  fliall  fay  unto  your  fouls,  *'  Be  of  good 
**  cheer,  thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee  ;*'  and  infpire  into 
you  the  well-grounded  hope  of  fitting  down  with. 
him  at  his  table  above,  where  in  his  prefence  ye  (hall 
rejoice  for  evermore.  Which  may  God  grant,  and 
to  his  name  be  the  praife  ! — Let  us  pray. 
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Matthew  xxviii.  6. 
Come  J  fee  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay. 

When  our  Saviour  expired  upon 
the  crofs,  the  caufe  of  Chriftianity  feemed  to  be  loft. 
Rejefted  by  that  nation  to  whom  he  was  fent,  con- 
demned under  the  forms  of  a  legal  trial,  and  crucifi- 
ed as  a  malefaftor  before  all  the  people,  an  effeftual 
bar  feemed  to  have  been  put  for  ever  to  all  his  defigns. 
It  then  feemed  that  all  was  over.  A  people  whom 
their  prophets  taught  to  look  for  a  king,  did  not  look 
for  him  to  come  down  from  a  crofs ;  a  nation  who 
expefted  the  appearance  of  a  Meffiah,  did  not  expeft 
him  to  appear  from  the  grave.  His  followers  were 
few  in  number,  and  feeble  in  fpirit.  Although  he 
had  fiequently  foretold  his  death,  the  idea  of  a  tem- 
poral prince  was  fo  ftrong  in  their  minds,  that  they 
could  not  reconcile  themfelves  to  the  thought  of  a 
fufferii^g  Saviour ;  and  though  he  had  alfo  on  vari- 
ous occafions  foretold  his  refurreclion,  they  were  fo 
much  under  the  power  of  prejudices,  deeply  rooted, 
that  they  either  did  not  underftand,  or  did  not  be- 
lieve, his  predidions.  When  he  was  apprehended 
by  a  band  of  foldiers,  they  forfook  him  and  fled  ; 
they  had  not  courage  to  attend  him  in  the.laft  hour 
of  his  life  j  to  go  with  him  to  the  tribunal  and  to  the 
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crofs  :  afar  off  only,  they  followed  with  their  eyes, 
^d  beheld  with  tears,  him  whom .  they  expefted  to 
behold  no  more.  Then  they  gave  up  all  for  loft. 
The  fun,  which  was  foon  after  darkened  by  a  preter- 
natural eclipfe,  and  the  rock  which  was  rent  afunder 
by  an  earthquake,  appeared  to  be  the  fad  tokens  of 
a  glory  that  had  departed,  and  of  a  kingdom  that 
was  to  be  no  more. 

Dark  and  difmal  were  the  (hades  of  that  night 
which  defcended  on  the  Saviour's  tomb  :  the  hearts 
of  the  difciples  were  troubled,  and  their  Comforter 
was  gone.  All  the  fcenes  of  their  part  lives,  the 
miracles  they  had  feen,the  diTcourfes  they  had  heard, 
the  hopes  they  had  entertained,  were  like  a  dream  ; 
they  abandoned  themfelves  to  defpair,  and,  as  we 
learn  from  the  Evangelift  Luke,  they  were  about  to 
leave  Jerufalem,  and  betake  themfelves  to  their  old 
employments. 

While  the  enemies  of  Jefus  triumphed,  and  his 
friends  lamented,  the  counfels  of  heaven  were  exe- 
cuting, arid  the  operation  of  the  Almighty  was  go- 
ing forward.  We  read  in  the  Gofpel  of  Matthew — 
"  In  the  end  of  the  Sabbath,  as  it  began  to  dawn  to- 
"  wards  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  came  Mary  Mag- 
*'  dalene,  and  the  other  Mary,  to  fee  the  fepulchre. 
"  And  behold,  there  was  a  great  earthquake ;  for 
"  the  angel  of  the  Lord  defcended  from  heaven,  and 
**  came  and  rolled  back  the  ftone  from  the  door, 
"  and  fat  upon  it.  His  countenance  was  like  light- 
"  ning^  and  his  raiment  white  as  fnow.  And  for 
"  fear  of  him,  the  keepers  did  fliake,  and  became  as 
"  dead  men.  And  the  angel  anfwered  and  faid  un-  - 
*'  to  the  women,  Fear  not  ye  :  For  I  know  that  ye 
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"  feek  Jefus,  which  was  crucified.  He  is  not  here: 
^'  For  he  is  rifen,  as  he  faid :  Come,  fee  the  place 
"  whdre  the  Lord  lay.*' 

The  n?itivity  of  our  Lord  had  been  announced  by 
an  angel  to  the  Ihcpherds  of  Bethlehem.  "  While 
'*  they  were  abiding  in  the  field,  and  keeping  watch 
"  over  their  flocks  by  night,  Lo,  the  aiigel  of  the 
**  Lord  came  unto  them,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
''  fhone  round  about  them ;  and  the  angel  faid  unto 
"  them.  Fear  not,  for- behold  I  bring  unto  you  glad 
"  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  fliall  be  unto  all  peo- 
"  pie  ;■  for  unto  you  is  horn  this  day,  in  the  city  of 
"  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Chrift  the  Lord**  In 
like  manner,  his  fecond  nativity,  his  refurre£li6n  to 
a  new  life,  was  here  announced  by  an  angel.  What 
emotions  would  arife«in  the  minds  of  thefe  minifters 
a£  heaven,  who  had  attended  him  through  his  life, 
we  cannot  tell :  this  only  we  know,  that  '^  into  thefe 
,V  things  they  defire  to  look.'*  Much  more  then 
'  doth  it  become  us  to  contemplate  the  life  and  death 
and  refurrefUon  of  our  Lord  j  for  he  took  not  on 
him  the  nature  of  angels,  but  of  the  feed  of  Abra- 
ham. Chriflians !  you  have  this  day  beheld  your 
Saviour  fet  forth  crucified  among  you ;  let  us  now 
contemplate  him  as  arifing  from  the  dead,  and  ap« 
pearing  in  glory :  you  have  already  fat  at  the  foot 
of  the  crofs,  and  I  hope  reaped  benefit  from  the  com- 
memoration of  your  Redeemer's  paflion;  let  me 
now*  carry  you  to  the  tomb,  to  behold  •'  the  place 
*^  where  the  Lord  lay.** 

Behold  then,  in  theory?  place,  in  the  refurre£Uon 
of  your  Lord,  the  proof  that  the  redemption  of  the 
world  is  accomplifhed. 
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Our  falvadon  is  every  where  afcribed  in  Scrip- 
tiire,  to  the  death  and  paffion  of  our  Saviour.  As 
our  great  High  Fried,  he  made  an  atonement  for 
the  fins  of  the  world  upon  the  crofs ;  his  death  was 
our  redemption,  and  his  blood  the  ranfom  that  was 
paid  for  the  foul :  but  his  refurreftion  was  the  proof, 
that  the  facrifice  which  he  offered  up  was  accepted 
by  God,  and  that  the  price  which  he  paid,  was  avail- 
able for  our  recovery.  By  his  fuffering  unto  death, 
we  were  freed  from  condemnation ;  but  our  freoh 
dom  was  not  made  'manifelt  till  he  arofe  from  the 
grave.  His  refurreftion  then  is  the  bafis  of  the 
whole  Chriftian  inftitution,  and  the  ground  of  our 
faith  and  of  our  hope  in  him.  That  Chrift  appear- 
ed on  earth  as  a  Great  Prophet ;  that  he  puffed  his 
days  in  inftruding  and  reforimng  the  world  ;  and 
that  after  a  life  of  eminent  and  exemplary  goodnefs, 
he  died  the  death  of  a  malefador,  was  common  to 
him  and  others,  whom  God  had  raifed  up  to  be  the 
lights  of  the  world,  and  patterns  to  mankind.  Thus 
the  prophets  of  old  were  perfecuted  and  deftroyed 
by  fundry  kinds  of  death ;  thus  the  martyrs,  fmce 
the  time  of  our  Lord,  were  cut  off*  in  a  cruel  and  ig- 
nominious manner :  but  in  their  deaths  there  was 
no  expiation  for  fin ;  the  blood  of  the  prophets  and 
of  the  martyrs  fpoke  no  fuch  language ;  their  blood 
cried,  indeed,  to  heaven— not  for  mercy,  but  for 
vengeance  againft  a  guilty  world.  If  Chrift  had  di- 
ed like  one  of  them,  and  been  heard  of  no  more,  how 
fliould  we  have  believed  that  his  death  had  atoned 
to  the  penitent,  for  all  the  blood  that  had  been  ihed 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world  ?  How  ihould  we 
have  believed  that  the  whole  earth  had  obtained  re* 
Ooo 
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miflion  of  fm  from  God,  by  deftroying  one  prophet 
more  ?  Although  he  had  declared,  that  he  was  to  be 
c^SersCd  up  as  a  facriiice,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ranfom 
.for  many,  if  he  had  never  appeared  again.  How 
fliould  we  have  known  that  the  facrifice  was  accept* 
ed,  or  that  the  ranfom  was  paid  ?  The  natural  con- 
clufion  then  to  he  drawn  was,  that  his  labours  had 
been  in  vain.  Then  might  we  have  faid  with  the  dif- 
ciples,  who  were  going  to  Emmaus,  "  We  trufted 
"  that  It  had  been  He  who  was  to  have  redeemed  If- 
*^  rael  \**  but  now  all  our  hopes  are  buried  in  his 
grave.  When  he  bur  A  the  bands  of  death,  and  rofe 
viftorious  from  the  tomb,  then  it  was  manifeft  to 
all,  that  he  had  finifiied  the  work  which  the  Father 
gave  him  to  do.  For  if  he  had  not  accompliflied  his 
undertaking,  and  expiated  the  fins  of  the  worlds  he 
had  never  been  releafed  from  the  prifon  of  the  grave. 
When  he  arofe,  therefore,  and  brought  back  with 
him  the  pardon  which  he  had  fealed  with  his  blood  ; 
when,  inftead  of  executing  wrath  upon  his  enemies, 
he  fent  again  the  offer  of  peace  and  reconciliation, 
and  took  upon  himfelf  to  be  their  Interceflbr,  as  he 
bad  already  been  their  facrifice,  what  room  was 
there  to  doubt  of  the  efficacy  of  his  death,  the  ^ca- 
cy  of  which  was  fo  undeniably  confirmed  by  his  ref- 
urre&ion  ? 

Here,  therefore,  we  hail  the  completion  of  that 
plan  by  which  the  world  was  to  be  redeemed ;  here 
we  rejoice  over  the  finifhing  of  the  new  heavens  and 
new  earth,  wherein  righteoufnefs  is  to  dwell,  and 
come  to  the  clofe  of  the  celeftial  fong,  which  afcri- 
bed  glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  peace  upon  the 
earth,  and  good-will  towards  men*     Now  we  may 


E  V  E  N I N  G  S  E  R  V I  C  E.  49X 

'm  Join  in  the  triumphant  language  of  the  apoftle,  "  It 
\n  '  ^^  is  God  that  juftifieth,  Who  is  he  that  condetnneth  ? 
id  "  It  is  Chrift  that  died,  yea-rather  that  is  rifen,  who 

[j0f  ^^  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo  maketh 

qi{.  "  interceffion  for  us.'*     As  if  he  had  faid,  "  Who 

3  ^*  can  condemn  thofe  whom  God  hath  juftified,  and. 

Iiai  "  for  whom  Chrift  hath  died  ?  Our  great  High  Prieftl 

g  **  hath  now  offered  up  the  facrifice  which  was  requi- 

y  "  lite  for  the  redemption  of  the  world.     The  wrath 

il  "  of  God  is  atoned  j   the  guilt  of  fm  is  taken  away  ; 

,|;j,  <^  peace  is  made  between  God  and  man }  and  there 

ri  "  ^*  j^y  ^^  heaven  over  the  world  of  the  redeemed/' 

(n  That  this  facrifice  was  acceptable  and  meritorious  in 

j^  the  fight  of  God,  he  hath  teftified  unto  all  men,  by 

j^^  raifmg  his  Son  from  the  dead,  by  exalting  him  to 

)^  his  own  right  hand,  and  committing  to  him  the  fcep- 

tYe  of  Providence,  to  rule  and  govern  for  the  good 

of  his  Church. 

In  the  fecond  phccy  Chriftians,  behold*  your  Sa- 

vlour  at  his  refurredion,  entering  into  his  glory. 
His  firft  appearance  was  not  diftinguiOied  by  marks 
?  of  greatnefs  or  fplendour.     The  wife  men  who  came 

from  the  eaft  to  worlhip  the  King   of  the  Jews,  cx- 

peded  not  to  find  him  a  babe  at  Bethlehem,  lying  in 
r  a  manger.     Defcended  of  humble  parents,  and  born 

in  a  mean  condition,  he  paflfed  his  early   life  in  ob- 

fcurity,  and  in  the  labours  of  poverty.     What  the 

Prophet  calls  the  **  ftem  from  JcflTe,"  was,  at  its  firft 
,  appearance^  but  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground  ;  it  had 

,         ^   no  form  nor  comelinefs,  for  which  it  could  have  been 

defired.     Hitherto  it  had  been  only  unknown  and 
.  obfcure ;  and  at  the  time  of  his  appearing  unto  Ifi  ael, 

ke  was  a  man  of  forraws^  and  acquainted  with  grie£ 


kar 


? 
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But  even  while  he  ftood  foj-th  in  the  power  of  the 
Lord,  and  confirmed  his  miflion  by    the  miracles 
which  he  wrought,  the  oppofition  to  him  increafed^ 
and  every  ad  of  charity  he  did  to  otha's,  became  a 
new  fource  of  mifery  to  himfelf.     During  this  time 
in  which  he  went  about  doing  good  to  all  the  fons 
of  men,  he  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head.     Whea 
he  cad  out  devils,  he  was  immediately  charged  with 
being  in  league  with  the  prince  of  them.     When  he 
fat  with  publicans  and  Tinners,  he  w^s  called  a  glutton 
and  a  wine-bibb^r.     When  he  healed  the  fick  of 
their  infirmities,  and  forgave  their  fins,  then  was  he 
called  a  blafphemer,  and  an  encroacher  on  the  pre- 
rogative of  God.     When  he  reftored  the  withered 
hand,  and  cured  the  blind  or  the  lame  on  the  Sab- 
bath-day, then  is  he  no  longer  fit  to   live.    Thefe 
were  fuch  offences  as  nothing  but  his  death  could  exr* 
piate.     And  to  death  at  lafl  they  brought  him.  He  is 
betrayed  by  one  of  his   own  difciples,  and  carried 
to  judgment-    He  is   charged  with  the   mofl  op- 
probrious  crimes.      In  cruel  fport  they  pay  him 
the  mock  honors   of  a  prince  i  they  cTCffni  him 
with  thorns  ;  they  put  a  rqpd  into  his  hand^  they 
bow  the  knee  before  him,  and,  with   profane  and 
impious  derifion,  cry,  "Hail  King  of  the  Jews," 
And  that  n6thing  might  be  wanting^  to  fhow  how 
much  he  was  defpifed  and  rejefted  of  men,  the  quef- 
tion  was  put  between  him  and  a  murderer,  which 
fhould  be  releafed  j  and  with  one  voice,  the  people 
anfwered,   "  Releafe  unto  us  Barabbas."     He  was 
then  nailed  to  the  accurfed  tree,  and  died  the  death  of 
a  malefador. 
And  is  this  the  Mefliah  whom  the  Jews  ezpeded^ 
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and  whom  the  propbets  had  foretold  ?  Is  this  He, 
concerning  whom  Ifaiah  had  prophefied,  "  Unto  us 
^^  a  Son  is  born,  unto  us  a  Child  is  given,  and  his 
**  name  (hall  be  called  Wgnderful,  Counfellor,  the 
**  Mighty  God,  the  Everlafting  Father,  the  Prince  of 
"  Peace  ?"  Is  this  he  who  was  to  raife  up  the  taber- 
nacle of  David  ;  who  was  to  repair  the  defolaiions 
of  many  ages  ;  who  was  to  fit  upon  the  throne  of 
Zion,  extend  his  dominion  from  fea  to  fea,  and  from 
the  river  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  ?  Yes,  it  is  he  !- 
But,  as  the  Scriptuf es  foretold,  he  mud  fuffer  before 
he  enter  into  his  glory.  Hence,  faith  the  fame  Proph- 
et, when  he  fhall  be  ftricken  for  the  tranfgreflion  of 
the  people,  and  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin, 
then  he  fhall  prolong  his  days,  and  the  pleafure  of 
the  Lord  fhall  profper  in  his  hand.  At  his  refurrec- 
tion,  the  prophefies  of  the  Old  Teflamerit  are  under- 
ftood,  and  the  fcandal  of  the  crofs  is  wiped  away. 
The  hiflory  of  the  man  of  forrows  ends,  and  the  Lord 
of  Glory  appears.  A  brighter  train  of  years  begins, 
and  a  new  era  of  happy  time  revolves.  From  the 
cloud  which  had  concealed  him  long,  he  now  iffues 
forth  in  the  beauties  of  immortality  ;  from  the  veil 
which  had  obfcured  him  in  the  days  of  his  fiefh,  the 
fplendour  of  his  divinity  now  fhines  forth  ;  celeflial 
rays  circle  and  diflinguifh  his  head  ;  and  he  appears 
to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  when  he  oomes  in 
triumph  from  the  tomb,  having  fubdued  the  powers 
of  death,  and  leading  captivity  captive.  He  now 
f(tes  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  is  fatisfied ;  he  enterr 
on  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him  ;  and  has  all  pow- 
er committed  to  him  in  heaven  and  in  earth. 
In  the  third  phcty  Chrifliana,  behold  in  the  refur* 
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region  of  your  I-ord,  your  nature  reftored  to  its 
original  dignity* 

Man  was  at  firft  made  after  the  image  of  God, 
clothed  with  the  robe  of  innocence,  and  crowned 
with  the  honors  of  immortality.  There  was  no  dif- 
cord  among  the  principles  of  his  frame  ;  no  dark- 
nefs  in  hi^  mind,  and  no  dlforder  in  his  heart.  Hap- 
py and  harmonious  was  the  temper  of  his  foul. 
Order,  the  great  law  of  heaven,  was  alfo  the  law  of 
Tfian.  He  had  a  paradife  without,  and  a  fairer  para* 
dife  within.  But  by  his  difobedience  and  fall  he  be- 
came a  different  perfon :  his  nature  was  degraded, 
and  his  dignity  was  loft.  He  who  was  the  Lord  of  the 
inferior  world,  and  was  invefted  with  dominion  over 
the  works  of  nature,  was  now  funk  into  a  ftate  little 
iiiperior  to  the  beafts  that  perifh.  This  change  was 
the  death  of  the  man  whom  God  had  created  ;  the 
divine  life  was  no  more  ;  the  image  of  God  lay 
buried  under  the  ruins  of  iniquity.  Hence  the  hu* 
man  form  in  Scripture  is  called  a  "  body  of  death  ;*• 
and  the  world  is  faid  to  be  ^^  dead  in  trefpafles  and 
*'  fins.'*  But  as  by  man  came  death,  by  man  came 
alfo  the  refurredion  to  life.  As  in  Adam  all  die,  fo 
in  Chrift  all  are  made  alive.  "  The  creature  was 
*'  made  fubjedi:  to  vanity,  not  willingly."  We  con- 
fented  not  to  the  degradation  of  our  nature ;  and  he 
who  fubjefted  us  in  hope  hath  reftored  us  again, 
Chrift  rofe  as  the  reprefentative  of  all  his  people  j  as 
the  Leader  of  an  innumerable  multitude  who  fliall 
follow  him  into  the  heavens.  Hence  we  are  faid  in 
Scripture  to  be  begotten  again  by  the  refurreflion  of 
Chrift  from  the  dead  j  to  be  made  alive  with  Chrift ; 
t^  be  rifen  with  him  ;  and  fit  with  him  in  heavenly 
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places.  Here  then  you  behold  your  nature  rifing  anew 
from  the.  tomb  of  Chrift  ;  fair  as  when  it  firft  came 
from  the  hands  of  the  Creator,  when  he  faw  his  own 
image,  and  pronounced  it  good.  Here  you  behold 
it  rifing  with  additional  honor  :  made  at  firft  a  little 
lower  than  the  angels,  it  was  afTumed  by  one  who  was 
greater  than  they,  and  is  now  dignified  in  heaven  by 
him  before  whole  throne  the  angels  of  God  worfhip. 

In  the  lafi  place,  Chriftians,  behold  in  the  refurrec- 
tion  of  Chrift,  the  proof  and  the  earneft  of  your  own 
refurredlion. 

Our  Saviour  not  only  taught  the  immortality  of 
the  foul,  but  alfo  the  reifurreftionof  the  body.  This 
dodrlne  was  new  tb  the  world,  and  contrary  to  the 
obfervation  of  mankind  ;  for  there  is  nothing  in  the 
whole  compafs  of  nature,  that  yields  a  (imilitude  to 
duft  and  afhes  rifmg  up  again  into  organifed  bodies, 
and  to  perpetual  life.  It  required  therefore  a  proof 
of  a  particular  kind,  which  it  obtained  \  for  as  a 
proof  that  the  dead  were  to  arife,  our  Saviour  arofe 
from  the  dead.  Hence  God  is  faid  to  have  given 
affurance  to  all  men  of  the  general  refurredion,  by 
raifing  his  Son  from  the  dead.  This  fubjed  is  han- 
died  profeffedly,  and  at  great  length,  by  the  Apoftle 
Paul,  in  a  moft  eloquent  difcourfe  to  the  Corinthians, 
part  of  which  I  fhall  now  read  to  you.  i  Cor.  xv. 
ao,  21,  22,  23.  *'  But  now  is  Chrift  rifen  from  the 
"  dead,  and  became  the  firft  fruits  of  them  that  flept. 
"  For  fince  by  man  came  death,  by  man  came  alfo 
"  the  refurreSion  of  the  dead.  For  as  in  Adam  all 
**  die,  even  fo  in  Chrift  (hall  all  be  made  alive.  But 
"  every  man  in  his  own  order :  Chrift  the  firft-fruits ; 
"  afterwards  they  that  are  Chrift's,  at  his  coming/* 
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|n  the  times  of  the  apoftle,  this  doftrine  was  more 
felt  than  it  is  now  ;  a  ftrong  impref&oii  of  immor- 
tality did  then  animate  the  difciples  of  Jefus.  From 
whence,  but  from  this  dodrine,  proceeded  the  zeal 
and  fpirit  of  the  primitive  Chriftians,  who  embraced 
the  religion  of  Jefus  at  the  expcnfe  of  all  that  was 
dear,  and  at  the  peril  of  their  lives.  The  fword  of 
the  perfecutor  had  no  terrors,  when  they  faw  it  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  crown  of  glory.  When  they  looked  on 
the  fhore  of  blifs  and  immortality,  they  trembled 
not,  though  they  knew  they  had  to  fwim  through  a 
fea  of  blood.  Even  when  death  was  before  their 
eyes,  their  hearts  fprung  with  joy,  and  their  hopes 
began  to  bloom*  Not  the  frown  of  the  tyrant,  nor  the 
face  of  the  king  of  terrors,  nor  the  executioner  that 
tbirfted  for  blood,  could  rob  them  of  their  peace. 
They  looked  upon  thefe  as  meffengers  fent  by  Prov- 
idence, to  carry  them  to  that  better  world  where 
their  hearts  long  to  be.  This  was  the  armour  by 
which  the  faints  and  martyrs  overcame  the  world  j 
by  which  they  triumphed  over  pain,  and  ignominy, 
and  death,  and  looked  upon  fires,  and  racks,  and  gib- 
bets, upon  every  engine  of  torture,  and  every  form 
of  diiTolution,  as  fo  many  doors  opening  into  the 
kingdom  of  glory.  They  were  invincible,'  becaufe 
they  knew  they  were  immortal. 

From  the  dodrines  which  have  been  now  laid 
down,  let  us  conclude  with  fome  inferences  and  re- 
flections. 

Chriftians,  you, are  the  difciples  of  a  rifen  Re- 
deemer. As  we  glory  in  his  crofs  and  paflion,  let  us 
alfo  rejoice  in  his  refurredkion.  The  difciples  were 
glad  when  they  faw  their  Lord  reftored  to  life  again  ; 
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and  the  firft  Chriftians  confidered  it  as  fuch  a  joy- 
ful event,  that  they  ufed  to  greet  one  another  with 
this  falutation,  "  Chrift  is  rifen."  He  who  was 
once  dead,  is  now  alive,  and  lives  for  evermore. 
He  hath  removed  the  terror  and  the  fting  of  death ; 
he  hath  hallowed  the  grave  as  a  place  of  reft  for  all 
his  followers,  and  rifen  as  the  Forerunner  of  the 
faithful,  who  fliall  rife  to  eternal  life.  He  left  the 
veftments  of  mortality  behind  him."  Death  hath  no 
more  dominion.  And  if  ye  be  rifen  with  Chrift, 
put  off  the  old  man  and  his  affedions  ;  let  fm  have 
no  more  dominion  over  you ;  walk  in  newnefs  of 
life.  As  you  Jiave  fet  out  in  the  paths  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  continue  your  courfe  therein.  Religion  was 
not  intended  for  extraordinary  occafions.  Holinefs 
is  not  a  robe  which  you  can  put  off  and  on  at  pleaf- 
ure.  You  muft  never  lay  afide  the  wedding  gar- 
ment. Tranfient  emotions  which  you  may  now  feel, 
will  not  change  the  heart.  Starts  and  fallies  of 
goodnefs  which  you  may  now  experience,  will  not 
form  the  character.  The  temper  of  the  mind,  and 
the  tenor  of  the  life  are  all  in  all.  When  religion 
and  virtue  have  been  matured  by  time,  and  grown 
into  habit,  then  we  can  pronounce  them  to  be  fin- 
cere  and  genuine.  Let  him  that  is  righteous  then, 
be  righteous  ftill.  Let  him  that  is  holy,  be  holy 
ftil.l.  Let  the  fpirit  of  this  day  accompany  you  all 
the  days  of  your  lives.  Carry  into  the  world,  into 
the  bufinefs  and  into  the  pleafures  of  the  world,  the 
purity  of  this  ordinance,  the  difpofitions  you  now 
feel,  and  the  purpofes  you  now  ..form.  Be  faithful 
unto  death,  and  God  will  give  you  the  crown  of  life. 
Further,  As  ye  have  gained  ihe^iftory  over  death  ,- 
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through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  therefore  be  affutedj, 
that  a  life  of  faith  and  duty  will  eflfeduaily  conduct 
you  to  happinefs-  "  Therefore,  my  beloved  breth- 
"  ren,  be  ye  ftedfafl:,  immoveable,  always  abound- 
"  ing  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forafmuch  as  ye 
**  know  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.'* 
Miferable  indeed  would  be  the  condition  of  the  hu- 
man kind  ;  feeble  would  be  our  efforts,  and  few  our 
attainments,  if  after  a  well-ordered  life,  we  were 
obliged  to  (it  down  with  the  fad  confeffion,  that  vir- 
tue was  but  aA  empty  name ;  that  we  had  cleanfed 
our  hands  in  vain*,  and  purified  our  hearts  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  But,  Chriflians,  our  labour  (hall  not  be  in 
vain  ^  our  works  of  faith  and  love,  our  exertions  of 
magna'nimity,  our  efforts  of  patience  in  the  caufe  of 
goodnefs  5  the  tender  offices  of  humanity,  charity^ 
and  pity,  that  we  have  performed,  the  kind  difpofi- 
tions  that  we  have  cherifhed  or  improved,  the  up- 
right intentions  which  we  have  maintained,  even 
the  filent  afpirations  of  a  good  heart,  the  warm  wifli- 
es  of  the  benevolent,  for  the  happinefs  of  the  human 
kind,  are  now  well-pleafmg  in  the  fight  of  God* 
We  know,  even  from  our  own  experience,  that  there 
is  a  reward  for  the  righteous.  Never  have  we  done 
a  good  deed,  but  we  have  obtained  the  gratulations 
of  our  own  confcience,  and  enjoyed  the  triumph  of 
the  mind. 

Let  the  wicked  call  upon  the  mountains  to  over- 
whelm, and  the  rocks  to  hide  them  in  the  day  of  the 
Lord.  Let  infidels  look  for  the  fhades  of  annihila- 
tion to  conceal  them,  and  the  curtains  of  the  dark 
night  to  be  drawn  around  them  for  ever.  Better 
profpefts  are  prefented  to  us.     The  hope  of  immor^ 
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tality  is  fet  before  us,  and  heaven  opens  its  everlafting 
gates  to  receive  u$  to  its  manfions. 

Becaufe  of  this  our  heart  is  glad,  and  our  glory 
rejoiceth.     The  Everlafting  Father  will  not  leave  us 
in  the  grave,  nor  fuflfer  his  holy  ones  to  fee  corrup- 
tion.    He  hath  fhewed  us  the  path  of  life.    In  his 
,  prefence  there  is  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  at  his  right  hand 
/    there  are  pleafures  for  evermore.     Know  then  thy- 
/     felf,  O  man!  Make  thy  felf  acquainted  with  thy  fu- 
ture ftate.     Enter  early,  my  brethren,   upon  your 
eternal  life ;  and  now  think,  and  a£t,   and  live,  as 
the  heirs  of  immortality.     Implore  the  Divine  good- 
nefs  to  give  you  the  fpirit  of  that  better  country  to 
which  you  tend,  and  to  blefs  you  with  a  foretafte  of 
the  joys  which  are  to  come.     And  in  the  ftrength  of 
Heaven,  go  forth  from  this  afTembly,  immortal ;  go 
fprth  into  the  world,  the  fons  of  God,  the  heirs  of 
V  -  heaven,  candidates  for  a  crown  of  glory  which  fadeth 
Y  not  away.     Then  you  will  have  good  Caufe  to  re-? 
member  this  day,  as  one  of  the  days  of  the  right  hand 
of  the  Moft  High,  and  to  endlefs  ages  you  will  blefs 
the  time  when  you  retired  from  the  vanities  of  thq 
world,  and  learned  to  meditate  at  your  Saviour's 
tomb. 

Now  may  the  God  of  peace,  who  brought  again 
from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jefus,  that  great  Shepherd 
of  the  fheep,  make  you  perfeft  in  every  good  work, 
to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that  w,hich  is  welK 
pleafing  in  his  fight,  through  Jefus  Chrift ;  to  whom 
be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.     ^men. 
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